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Brown was instricted to move his force northeast
from Dambréich and begin the attack at 0600.

The 78th Inf Div had cooperated to the utmost with
the Combat Command, and due to a shortage of Infantry
of the Combat Command, the 78th had sent a battalion
to attack the ground ard wood :d arza in the viecinity
of 6540, This assisted materia’ly in the plan for
TF Brown and after 210C when a route across the
creek had been fow'd, the TF moved up. The close

of the period found patrols out attempting to locate
routes and enemy resistance.

There was no change in status of the 1st and 2nd Bns
of the 36th Armd Inf Regt.

"TF Richardson continued operations in Busidorf and tv

0500 that place was rezorted secured. Co G 35th AIR

. .proceedsd to the east and took the town of Stossdorf.

Time o attack for TF Brown was changed to 0400. The
tan-s met considorable difficultyry from terrain and
the enemy offered moderate opposition. The leading
elements entered Hennef at 10C0, but fichting con-
tinued until late afternoon when the town was re-
ported secure, TF Brown was relieved by the 2nd 2n
309th Inf at 2100 and the Task Force bezan movement
to assembly area at Olinghoven.

The 3rd Bn 414th Inf was attach:? to CCR and moved
to the vicinity of Hovel., Orders were received to
move the Combat Comrsnd on th=2 morning of 23 llar 45
to the vicinitr of Hovel and rejoin the 3rd Armd

.Div. The Combat Command was relieved from 78th Inf

Div effective 2200.

'There was no change in status or disnositions of

the 1st and 2nd Bns 36th AIR.

At 0925 movement to assemblr area in the vieinity
of Hovel commenced and by 1058 all units had closed.

The 1st and 2nd Bns 36th Armd Inf, as components of
CCA and CCB respectively, moved across the Rhine dur-
ing the day and assembled in the division area (7030)

A1l units of CCR remained in the assembly area at
Hovel. CO and staff studied plans for an extensive
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bridge intact but it had been mined feor demolision.
At 1525 the 83rd Ren Bn renorted an encr column of .
vehicles, bumper to bumper, going into Northeim from
the northwest., Air sunnort was ra2guested. At 1615

TF Hogan was at Blankcnhoven ond nod met no resistance .

Then they reached the Leine Rivcer the brids. had been
blowvn. A new plar was pui into onerationes TF Rich-
ardson was pulied out of Harst, leaving that sector
to CC3 which had come up along both flanks., TF Rich-
ardson was re-routed over routes 1 and 2 agz2in in
order to by-pass the enemy tanks. The head of the
column reached Hardegsen at 1730 and proceeded on.
The CC CP followed TT Richardson on routes 1 and 2.
When TF Hogan found the bridge desitroyed across the
Leine, the 83rd Rcn Bn went south to look for another
passage. A ovridge was found intact bYetween Hillerde
and Sudheim, TP Hogan sent his inféntrv across the
stream dismounted, took his armor down via the newly
discovered bridge, crossed the river, turned north
again and entered the town of Wortheim ffom the
southwest. Br midnight the tanks end infantry had
joired and half the town was secure,

TF Richardson crossed the river vi~ the same bridge,
captured Sudheim after a fierce fight and proceeded
east. Ther were held up by a road block at 585639,
but cleared it and at the end of the period were 600
yards west of Suterde. At the en® of the period the
Combat Command CP was 8till moving toward a new CP
location in Sudhein.

The 1lst Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles (CCi), crossed the
Weser river at Beverungen beginning at 1540 and
proceeded to secure Vernawahlshousen.

The 2nd Bn, as part of TF Welborn (CCB), moved on
Route 3. They encountered dug-in infantrr and tanks
near Harst. With the aid of air, called by TF Rich-
ardson, and a maneuver b TF Loveladr, they were able
to advance to the stream crossing at 518388. Here the
bridge was covered by a strorngly defended road block
at each end. At the close of the pcriod, they were
8till engaged with the enemy there.

On account of their forces being scattered, having
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At 2250 the CO issued the order for the attack for

the next day. Briefly, the CC was to continue the
attack at 0600, seize and secure thes network of

roads in the vicinity of-Tettenborn and ieuhof

éTF Richardson), and Bartoldclde and Osterhoagen

TF Hogan). The 54th AF. Bn was to be in general
support and be prepared to disvlace forward . to DLim-
lirg=rode., Co D 83rd Rcn Bn was to revert to on
Control upon the occupation of the objectives by

the Combat Command. At 2220 the engineers revorted

the bridge in Brochthausen would be rzady for traffic
in 15 minutes., Several vehicles of the Combat Comma: i
bogged down and got stuck on the cross countr— br-pa: 3.
Most of them were pulled out but some few coiled for
the night there and planned to move at first licht.

The lst Bn 36th AIR as part of TP Boles followed the
Advance route 1, protecting the north flank. At

1900 the Task Force was ordered to seize and secure
Osterode and Herzberg. At the close of the period

they were moving forward on their mission.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn CC3, continued clear
ing the road blocks on both sides of thc bridge 518348.
At 0730 the advance was resumed. Ther were delayed

. for a short time by a blown bridge 2t 693326, but

gsoon resumed the march and at 1230 entered Duderstad.,
which had been cleared on 9 Apr 45 b7 elements of 2and
Inf Div. At 1500 thev encountered enemy infantry and
SP zuns in vicinity of 890276. This resistancc was
quickly overcome and the advance continued to_Ep-
schenrode where stubborn resistance by enemy Infantr-
and panzerfaust men halted the column. Large numbers
of snipers halted and delaged the clearing of the
town, but bv 1845 all resistance was overcome and .
numerous prisoners taken. At the close of the perid
they were at Klein Werther (085250), prepared to con
tinue the advance to the east. ’

At 0600 TF Hogan jumped off in the attack on route
1, 600 yards from Bockelnhagen. Ther met small
arms fire, which ther shortlv wiped out. About 800
yards further in the woods the~ were delayed again
by small arms and machine gun fire. Clearing this,
they precezded about 80C yards further in the di-
rect fire from either an SP gun or tank. Air was
called for and little after 12C0 the town was secured.
By 1300 Osterhagen was also buttoned up. TF Rich-
ardson moved at 0600 and met no resistcnce until
ther reached Limlingsrode at 0930, There they met
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off at 0700. East of Nordhausen SS Troops with

.panzerfaust were encountere?, Br 1C10 the enemy

had been reduced and TF Richardson was moving azain.
Progress was uninterrupted until 1212 when bad roads
slowed them dovm., At 1530 they were held up bv enemy
between Weetelrode and Gonnz. Two tanks, or AT guns,
were reported and air support was requested. One of
the guns was destroyed and the oth'r captured intact.

' A PW reported a large concentration of tanks at Tippr: .

Br 1725 TP Richardson was in the Gonna-QObersdorf arm a.
The towns were occupied and secured. T Hogan crossed
the ID at C744 and by 1318 was to Leinungen. At 1530
they were held up br a road block at the western edge
of Blankenheim, Airplanes straffed the road block and
by 1600 thev were in the town where ther bivouaced for

- the night. The Rcen drew fire when thevr attempted to

go beyond the city. By 1835 the woods in the vicinitj
of Inseloh and Blankenheim had b-en clearsd and the

CC Cp moved into town for the night.

Co A 83rd Rcn Bn attached for operations, suffered
heavy casualties. 3 Half-tracks, 2 armored cars and

2 1-4 tons were lost. 35 men wers rororted missing,
including the platoon leader, but most of these showec

~up later. The Company reported back to Battalion contro:
~at 1900. TF Richardson moved up to the woods and cro: ;-

“road vicinity 529325 at 2000. Dismounted personnel

with panzerfausts were encountered, but ther were
bagten off, and TF Richardson started patrols in its

" area. At 2210 the CO, CCR, sent the following messagt

to TF Richardson: "Be prepared to attack with Inf

at 0400 14 Apr 45 to secure town of Annarode, 545345,
and continue attack with tanks at 070Q. This will ..
be confirmed as soon as definite.yY Durinzg the eve-
ning, orders came from the CG, 3rd Armd Div, for re-
suming the attack the following day to advance and
secure bridgeheads over the River Elbe.

The 1lst Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, after being re-

lieved from previous positions, followed CCR on route

1 and occupied and secured the CC objective by 2050.

_ The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn (CCB), attacked at
.- 0700 and advanced rapidly on Route 3 without encount-

ering resistance until reaching coordinates 520250

. where panzerfaust fire was encountered, AT fire from
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light. At the end o2 the period ther were attocking
Frenz some 2000 yards forward, and plammed to spend
the night in Biendorf and Frenz. The CP crossed tke
river abous 1430 and followed TF Hogan on Route 2.
About 1600 the Combat Command coiled in a field just
gouth of Lobnitz. <Vhile there, 66 enemy infantry
were flushed from the woods Just north of Worbzig

by Service units, and 22 others in Lobnitz br 2
Liaison officers. Both groups were verr close to

the CP location. At 2030 the CP mov~d into the
western edge of Xothen for the night. Cn the way,

an 88rm gun fired at the column, but verr little
damage was done. ZEarlier in the day the Luftwaffe
strafed the left column of CCB and also the Division
CP Column. P-51's chased them awsy and chot down

1 PW 190.

‘The 1st Bn 36th _AIR, TF Boles of CCA, crossed the

Saale River on Bridge 1, immediately in rear of
CCR and at the close of the period was assembled
in vicinity of Trebitz, prepared to follow TF Rich-
ardson the next day.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR in TP Welborn of CCB, crossed

- the Saale river on Bridge 2 immediatelry upon com-

pletion at 0700, Aft-r assembling in the vicinit

of Garsena thevy were prepared to resume t attac
upon order. At 0915 the attack wes renew to the
east against slight opposition. Spotted resisance
was encountered all the way to the west bank o the
Mulde River. Resistance then stiffened, and at the
close of the period the Task Force was coiled in the
vicinity of 600 yards southeast of Tortem, and push-

* ing infantrvy patrols to the Mulde Hiver in an effort

4-15-45

to secure the bridge intact at 134653.

Early in the morning, around 0100, two groups sent
by TF Hogan to objectives in Kothern ran into
trouble. G Co 33rd AR and K Co 47th Izf ran into
road blocks and tried three times to advance but
could not. I co 47th Inf and H co 33rd AR did
reach their objectives. After daylighwv, progress
was made in getting by the road blocks and by 0800
troops were nearly to the town's main intersection.
Engineers were moved up to clear awav the road
blocks and tanks moved up. Around 1200 the left
flank of TP Hogan ran into more Volkssturm short
of the intersectien. They were armed with small

~131-
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The 2nd Bn 36th ATYR, TF Welborn of CCRB, sent a
patrol at 0445, after artillerr flre was lifted

to investigate the bridge. The- found the bridge
blown, and the site stronglv defended. One company
of Infantry and a company of tanks moved into po-
sition to force a cerassing, the inf=xuitry going
across on the wreckage of the blowvn bridge. By 2007
ore company plus two platoons of the 2nd Bn had
crossed and _most of the enemv fire was token off
the site. Bridging operatlons werse etpec+ed to
start by 2400.

During the afternoon the Bgrd AZA Bn was detached
from the Combat Comrand.

TF Richardson at 0645 reported everything quiet,

At 0700 a Battle Group moved north toward Bernburg.
No resistance was met until the- reached the out-
skirts of Bernburg at 0853, They received reports

* which indicated that the enemy forces which had held
them up the night before in Unterpeissen had moved

out, and probably move to Bernburg. On the edge of -
Bernburg they ran into amall arns and pangzerfaust
fire. The Task Force Commander split his group into

- 4wo columns and sent one around %o the left. The
- Left force ran into anti-tank fire and small arms.

At 1150 the TF Commander notified the CC CO that it
would take most of the day to clean up the town, due
to the anipers and house-to-house fighting. Some of
the pangerfaust fighting was r-ported done by ci-

vilians. He was to0ld to take the rest of the day if

‘necessary to clear the town. At 1530 half the town

was cleared, and by 1900 the force reached the
river Saale. The bridges, both road and railway,

- were out. They buttoned up there for the night,

Several prisoners were liberated, including 8 America 3
and some Canadians at Bernburg. it 0645 TF Hogan re-

ported all quiet. There was not as yet any contact
.with TF Orr. At 0700 elements of the TF moved out ,

east, but had gone only a short distance when they
hit enemy small arms fire. Again it was house-toxzhouse

-cleaning. By 1050 Klepzig was reached. The road was

blocked and defended by small arms and an anti,tank
gun- The Task Force was told to by-pass it and keep
going. Leaving a force to contain the enemy, they -

- sent a force southeast, east and northwest to Merzien

*
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-the other in Elsnigk.  Moving steadily against light
opposition most of the day, both columns converged on
Aken at 1715. On the way a Chemical plant, air field

' and electrical fixture plant were captured, and a
hospital was discovered. Several PW's were liber-
ated; some of them troops of VII Corps wire tean,
captured the night before. In Aken, small arms,
panzerfausts and considerable artillery were en-
-countered, but by the end of the period it was about
three-fourths buttoned up. It was expected that the
cleaning up would require most of the night and a
greater part of the next dav. The forces that turned
east met opposition, lost one tank and had some
casualties. At about 210C they buttoned up Gr. Pachl -
ben for the night to continue the next day.

TP Richardson moved out at 0700 and moved speedily
- with no opposition until it reached Konnernm at 10CC.
Here the mission was changed, and it moved to Route
3 and proceeded east to come under Division control
- for a mission in the vicinity of Hinsdorf. From this
" position it attacked to seize Bobbau-Steinfurth and
Jessnitz. As the Task Force got under way for the
- attack at 1400, an enemy task force launched a counte -
attack northwest from vicinity Bobbau-Steinfurth. Thi.
attacking force was quickly turned back by neavy
artillery and air cooperation of fighter-~bombers
which knocked out an estimated eight tanks. After
overcoming stubborn resistance the task force reached
Bobbau-Steinfurth, and at the close of the period hel?
the west edge of the town.

After sweeping the woods in the Haideburg Forest, the
1st Bn 36th AIR in TF Orr, reached the eastern edge
near the railroad tracks west of Torten, and remaine
in position throughout the period, keeping pressure .

- on the enemy holding the RJ at 107649. Close con- |
tact was kept with TF Lovelady, operating in the o
east acainst Torten, in an effort to establish -
physical contact at the first opportunity.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn, continued

- to secure the bridgehead over the Mulde River at '
133653 and construction was continued on a treadway
bridge at that point until 1845 when orders were

. .1ssued to discontinue comstruction on the bridge

~-and withdraw the bridgehead. At 0900 part of the

=135~
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tance was encountered, ané num rous prisoners of
war were taken. '

TF Hogan resumed the attaclk toward Jessau at 050C.
One force attacked eas:t through ¥1 Xuknou, and a-
nother attacked north tc Gr Kuhnsou to take that
town and then proceed azainst Deseee. Ey 0630

the right coluym was just about hzlf war through
K1 Kuhrau, but the force seat north was . held up '
by a road block defended by small arms and panzer-
faust fire on the road leading out of X1 Kuhnau.
At 0730 the rizght column was alsz hzld up by a
road block and artillery fire. Bv G830 the road
block to the north had been cleared and the .left
column started moving slowly. Bv 1045 the road
block on the east was removed, the right column
started movinz, and by 1430 wae in +the westerm

"edge of Dessau. The left column proceeded to

Gr Kuhnau and by 1430 had clezred the town but
another road block on the -eastern edge of the town

:was encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force

-

moved on, and by 1530 was two thirds of the way
from Gr Kuhnau to Dessau. The right column was in-
side the city and moving. At this time, the CG,
3rd Armd Div, directed that both columns be held

" in place until CCA, coming in from the south, could

come abreast. When this was accomplished, both co-
lumns were to resume the attack on order. At 1730
CCA came abreast and the CG, 3rd Armd Div, ordered
resumption of the attack. After advancing 400 yards
in Dessau the Combat Command was ordered to secure
its position for the night. Due to the layout of
the city, the left column was somewhat forward of
the right column. Orders were issued for the attack
to be resumed at, £first light with the left column
remaining in place until the right column came
abreast and for bosh then to continue together.

Combat Command CP moved to X1 Kuhnau at 1415.

TF Richardson (operation under 3rd Armd Div control)
started the attack toword Jessnitz at 0530, Attempts
to cross the Spittel Tasser Creelr were met with vexy
heavy smzsll arms, artillery and mortar fire. Recon-
naissance for a suitable crossing was started both
to the north and south. A bridze was found intact
at 148533, and a battle group attacked Jessnitz

from the north supported by the renainder of the

<141~
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of having to dig out the enermy infmsntry one by
one, delayed further advance the rest of the day.
At 1830 a battle group of one platoon of tuniks
and one platoon of iniontr- noved around to the
right flank to trr to uproot the force holding
up the advance, but this groupy was unatle to
accomplish its mission. CCA on the righ* flank

‘was also held up about 200 yards short of the

objective,

Late at night a platoon of Infantry, reinforced
later to a company, worked through the mine field
and the engineers went up and removed the mines,
The infantry moved forward but at the end of the
period they were still some distance from the
objective. :

The Combat Command CP moved to the western eige
of Dessau at 1030. In the afternocon a patrol
from TF Hogan was sent out fo sweep The woods be-

- tween Dessau and Aken, At 1630 the patrol repor-
" ted 35 prisomers of.war had been taken from the

woods.

TF Richardson was relieved at Jessnitz br elements
of the 60th Inrantry, the relief bveinz completéd
at 1600. At 1615 TF Richardson reverted to the
control of CCR, and at 1625 moved out to the new
assembly area in Kothen. B 1845 all elements

had closed in Kothen. °

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Orr, CC4i, resumed
the attack at 0800 to complete its mission of seig-
ing and securing that portion of Dessau in its zone.
Initially resistance was light, but as the advance
continued, resistance increased. However, b—r 1300

- the objective had been reached and serured,

The 2nd Bn, part of TF Welborn CCB, continued to
secure the left sector of CCB southeast of Dessau.

At first light TF Hogan céntinued the attack, mak-
ing good progress against light oppcsition. 4t
1000, however, strong enemr positions were ens
countered and the TF stopped to reorganize and to
plan a coordinated attack. At 1150 the attack was
begun again with infantrr leading due to the possi-

-143-
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CP was located at Munlhclm, and the Jatitalions
lccated in the towns nearby. 1st Bn CT was in
Seligenstadt, 2nd Bn at Housen and 3rd 32n at Juge-
hein. halntenarce of vehicles and wezpons was re-
sumed as well as & training schelule which inclu-
ded several hours of recreation and athletics, ard
the begirning of the Iducation Program.

On 18 May 1945 a formation was held in the vicinity
of Darmstadt at whicih time awards and decorations
were presented to men of the' Resiment, who had 4ot
previously received them but for whom the had becn
authorized, by the Divisiorn Commniander Gencral Hiclkeyv,
Regular training schedule, including mrintenance of
weapons and vehicles, recreation, swim:ing, shows

and games were carried on through the 20th of Illayr,

Work was being done towards getting the Tducation
Program started. A questionaire was circulated

~through the Reginent to drtermins the educationzl

needs 8f the men, and textbooks and materials

« requisitioned on the b331s of the answers recelea

therefrom.

. Bffective 20 May 1945 Lt Col ¥m R Orr was anvointed

jTﬁExecutive Officer, succeeding Lt Col Carlton P.
- 'Bussell who was relieved to return to the United

6=1-45

States. DNajor Curlee was assignnd to tihe 2nd Bn

_and Major Owen assumed comnmand of the 1lst Battalion.

Captain Bryan Gruver was assigned to Resimental
8-3 . ) ’

The perzod 20 Moy 45 to the e::d of the month was
taken up with training, maintenance of weapons and
equipment, recreation and final planning for the
Education Program. Schools for instructoérs in

the program started 28 Moy 45 with uajor Gordon

F. Thomas in charge.

At the beglnnlng of the’ perlod all units of the
36th Armored Infantrr Regi-ent were under Regimental
control in the area east and southeast of F*ank—on-
Main, Begimental CP was still at Muhlheim, First

" Battalion in vieinity of towns near Seligenstadt,

Second Battalien in vicinity of Hausen and Third
Battalion area vicinity of Jugehelm. Service co
was located at Muhlheim.

oy
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Mills) and D and E companies of the 35th AIR (for-
merly with Lovelady). At 010C of the 16th, Col Gans
had been called back to headquarters to resceive order: .

following order: Nove forward, pass through part of
Col Lovelady's T®, cut left at 2J 273 (962412), attacl
west to Stolberg (9342), and then go north through
the town, turn northeast at $35434, thence to Birken-
gang [944438) (incidentally crossing the Donnerburg
fortress), then northeast to 954433, then southeast

~to 957429, then northeast to 959432, resuming the I
-orjiginal axis of advance. Mills was to pick up F I

company 36th AIR from Lovelady at CR 273.

In the morning, TF 2 (lills) uncoiled from its bivoua
area near Breinigberg and pushed its way north along )
the route (via Nachtigallchen 957400, the bridge 955466

. and CR 273) followed by TF Lovelady. F co of tanks, - !

-.in the lead, crossed the initial point of the enginee s

- bridge at aporoximately 0800, and at CR 273 the column

+. *the position, artillery also fired on the woods at
_ the southern end (955416), where considerabdle enemy

. Jumped off about 1000, therefore, they had been pre- -

‘to break any enemy resistance. The infantry had
- ‘crossed the bottom of the small valley in a skirmish .

.enlichen, While passing through TF Lovelady d:fensiv

turned left to penetrate the woods southwest of Diep- I
‘position at the edge of the woods; I'ills picked up =

the remnants of F co, Inf. Just short of the western
edgz of the woods (954416), the leading elements of

the force halted in order to make a reconnaissance an §
estimate the situation of the open terrain to the front

Across the gentle valley, at a distance of approximat —!
ly 800 yards, enemy infantry were digging in on the
ridge paralleling the edge of the woods %948418 to
958428)., Artillery was called for, which .came down
on the ridge. The 40 men left in ¥ company were dis- !
mounted from their half tracks anéd given the order =
to atftack across the little valley to the ridge and
secure the crest at 952421 as an OP. In addition to
the artillery concentration on the ridge in front of

n

activity had been observed. Likewise, the orchard ;
at 953419.was subject to fire. When the infantry :

ceded by artillery fire which was deemed sufficient

-l¥k-
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o up at 1200 with the plan of moving throuzh the woods
on the left of 945416. However, as he pushed into
! the woods he received bazooka fire from the left
flank, knocking out the lead tank.

In view of the small Infantry force available and

the hazards of continuing on the assigned mission,

The TF was ordered to hold the ridze. There were
-onlr elements of one tank co and one Inf co on

+this objective. The CP was moved to the middle of
the woods (956414) while assault guns, mortars and
‘reconnaissance elements moved around the CP. is yet
the TD's and Co I of Med Tanks had not been brought 1:

. On this date the TD's, I Co of Med Tanks, Rcn Plat,
Assault guns and mortar section were all sent to the
.right flank of TF: Lovelady's position near Arewinkel
:+ They were ordered first to Mausbach, then to tuwrn nort
"+ on the road to Gressenich. The- lost three tanks earl
~in the movement and wound up in the vicinity of Maus.
‘bach, between TF Lovelady and tke 47th Infantr- Regt.

-During the night, shortly after midnicgh%, the strong
point on the ridge was subject to an attack bv Germa:.
Inf., Hand to hand fighting ensued, in which two
enemy and one American soldier were killed, with
others wounded. _ :

- 9-18-44 - At 0800 the Inf Comdr reported that he was driven

- . off the high ground and forced back to the farmhouse

- 'of Burgholgerhof (953420), under the pressure of
-, heavy mortar and small arms fire. The remmants of

K “Co were heginning to break under the extended straln

Ty _4. many were shocked and suffering from combat exhausti. s

- " The situation was reported to Col Boudinot, who re-
plied that it was "very necessary" to regain the higl:
ground. - By 10Q0,- heavy enemy artlllery began to fal

“on the area...g

At this time a. large number of enexy Infantrv were
sighted coming ‘over th= ridge, which previously had
‘been held by the elements of P Co. Likewise along
the ridge to the northeast, eneny bYegan to appear,
Thereupon, Mills called for artillery fire on the
ridge, which began to break up the attack. 3B~

. 1500 the enemy ‘efforts ceased.
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It was to wait for the TP at 940420 in the towm.

Mills then planned to send his armor over the ridge
near Burgholzerhof. As the infantry swung west into
the wooded hill, it drew small arms fire from both
the front and the rear. It was therefore unable to
continue without support. :

In preparation for the tank attack over the ridge

to Stolberg, Sgt Watsonm in charge of the light tanks,
conducted a reconnaissance for the TF. From a positic .
in partial defilade near the outsklrus of the town
(943420), he reported back to Xills. There had been

"no AT fire as he raced over the hill, and no AT guns

were visible. At his position, hcwever, he-received
enemy rifle and bazooka fire, grenadss and machine

guns in buildings. He reported by radio also that

the ground down the open hill was marshy and that

it would be hard to deploy the tanks, but that it

was possible to get them through. |

¥ills ordered the 3rd platoon of F company tanks fo |
" eross the ridge and join Sgt Watson. As the lead
. tank moved over the ridge %

949419), it drew AT 1
fire and was immediately lknocked out. The rest of '
the platoon then withdrew to behind the hill for

cover in the orchard. Sgt Watson, still abserving
from his advanced position, reported the enemy was {
shooting out his periscope, shooting bazooka and
throwing grenades at close range. He was unable

- to fire back without exposing himself to the AT '
. fire, Mills therefore decided to lay down a smoke

screen to enable Watson to withdraw. However, it
became so hot for the sergeant that before the ar-

-tillery could lay down smoke, he pulled out of his ,|

. sunken road and ran the gaunilet of enemy fire up

over the -hill and to safety. Three of his tank - '
commanders were wounded by enemy small arms fire fro: l

. the town, but during his stay there he had, in addi-

tion . .to making reconnaissance,’ directed art111ery and
mortar fire on the enemy in otolberg. He returned

~at about 1130, '

. -Mills was ordered at noon t0 hold his present positiom.

‘At 1500 he was calle:i to Lovelady's CP, where Hogan,

f”:; Hills and Lovelady were issued the order for a three- ‘

—lo- 2 ’ ' 3 g ."‘ |
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