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-- --- .- · SURPLUS 
HEADQUARTERS ltA.Il~ TEllANOE BATTALI Ol THntD ARllORED DrllJNj'Tc#lccoRo MATt.., · 

CORDS D/V., f. . .. 
' ~ 

052 APO 253 , 1 llay 1945 

SUBJEC~: · Aotion ai nst Enemy , Report s At t er / Atter Act ion Roports o 

TO : The Adju"ant General , washington, D~C. ( Thru Chanilela ) 

1. In accordance with AR 345- 105 1 the following report for 
the onth of •pril , 1945 , i e s ubmi t t ed: 

. · Ori ginal Unit1 G change . 
!· · Chan&•~ in organisat ion: No . cbange . 
S.• Strength: Commissioned • 1 April 1945 • 52 

30 April 1945 • _!i 
!let decrease ~ 

Enllst d .. 1 Apri l 1945 = 847 
30 April 1945 :a M.J. 

Net decr ene• . 4 

-. 
'!Ill-

.. 
' 

Departed burg, Ge~ 1 April 1945 
Arrived Xorbo.oh , G rmaey 1 AprU 1945 
Depart ed Korbach , Germany 4 Apri l 194 5 
A.rri v d Paderborn , Germ.n.ey 4 April 1945 
Depar t ed Paderborn , Germ&nJ 7 April 1945 
Arri ved Bad Driburg, Ge~ 7 April 1945 

parted :Bad Driburg1 Germ.anJ 11 April 1945 
Arri Ted Duders t adt, Gel"mal'q' 11 April 1945 
Dep t ed Duderet adt, Germany 14 April 1945 
Arrived Sange~hausen , GercaDJ 14 April 1945 

•• cheo: See Appendix Bo. 1. . 
l• campai gntu Not appli cable t o Maintenance Battal.ion. 
,. Bat~less not applicable t o Uai ntenance Bat t ali ono . 

. !!• Commo.n<)ing Officers in important engagement s : ot 
·. '~pplica.ble. . 

!• L·•~·~ in actionz CAPT . ROBERT J . GRntoATTI , 0415118, 
Comnanding Offi cer! co . "O" , mis sing in action in Ger~ 15 April 
1945 , r captured 10 Apri l 1945 , seriously wounded. Pfo Rudolph J . 
Polesnak, 36169886 , Co . "C" and Pvt . John A· BaSJl 1oa , 330745319 
co . "C" Llisoing in action in Germany 15 Apri l 1945. , 

.1• Former and pr sent ember s who have di s tinguished 
t hemselves in acti ons Bone . 

k . Photographs& Bone. -
For the Comoanding Officer : 

1 Incl. 
Narrative Report (Annex No. 1) 

MARIOB • ACKERMAN , 
1st Li eut., Ord., 
Adjut ant . 

--- --- ------------------------------------------------------------



.;OllPAlfY "C" t 
Company don; in the early part of the month as locat ed at Gaehol, 
aoout tan (10) ni les eouth ot Paderborn , followi ng on the heels of 
CC"B" • The company moved shortly thereaft er t o t he Paderborn a i r ­
port , st aying four (4 ) daJQ and eatohing up on maintenance work 
pri or to the driv' to the east . On 6 Apri l t he -task forces jumped 
oft from Paderborn. This company moved as closely behind as t he 
tactical s i tuati on permitt ed and in one week were bi vouacked i n· 
the tom1 of n.t ernaumberg 1 tour (4) Ddles southeast o£ Sa.."'ll;er haus n . 
Dna to the rapid movemen~ of the cambat coomand the company was 
seldom all together and plat oone were "leap-frogged" as the situat ion 
requirech !!oat of the work perfol'IIled was :from "Break-downs" rather 
than enc~ action , a result ot the age of the vehicl e and the in• 
experience of new reinforcements , and at t i mes the company aocunu­
lated a ~mall ~aek for ce of tanks ~hioh it bad pi cked up on the run. 
on J\pril 15 the compaey commander Captain. Robert J . Grindatt 1, wo.nt . 
on a reconnaissance t r i p to a new area near ~ornau and did not ret urn. 
He was fo~d :tn Quell endo2"f 1 serioU.ely wounded , after having been · 
oaptured and then abandoned by the Germans. The t wo enli s t ed en .. . , 
who were with him on thie t rip are stUl m1ssin8 in e.ction (paragraph ·' 
1:1, basi o letter) . lst Li.eut . Clyde s. Reed , Jr., then took co ct ·,. '·..t 

and the company oved to Tornau on April 16 . on 27 A.prU the ooJ!lpany · 
moved baok to Kelbra :tor a period of :rest, rehabilitation. maintenance 
and training. At this time all personnel are billetted 1i1 hous a , 
tho firot indoor bi~lots for a long period of time. 

HE DiUttTERS ID HEADQUARTERS COUP~ 1 Thaa a!ion·Heaaqunrtero , Ueadqu~ers Company and DiTi&ion Ordnance 
section ere bi vouacked at Uarburg. Germany on the lDt of the mont h , 
but on .that date moved to Korbach. From there tho cocpany moved to 
Pad rborn, Bad Driburg, Duderatadt and finally Sangerhausen, s~ldom 
s t aying more than two or three days in one p~c • Due to the str t ­
ching of communication lines the depots wer e left far in the rear , 
making 1t difficult to supply parts , ammunition, . replacements , t o. 
Ho ever ' the attalion 1o now 1airly close together and have en1cred 
into a period of extensive maintenance and rehabi l i tation. It i s 
hoped that the divisi on has seen its last combat in thi s theat xe , but, 
i n opite of numerouo rucnrs o~ the iominent "uncondit1oua1 surrender " 
ot Germany , the Maintenance Battali on is ready to continue 1n active 
support of the task forces in anr further mi ssions they may be oalled 
upon to accomplish. 



' n~TEHAIICE BATTALION, 

COUPAl[! tt A" t, . 
!hie ooapany was bi vouacked on a cold wi ndJ plain on East er Sunday , 
1 April 1945 1 with the .OC"A" TrainiJ , . whil e the !hird Armored · 
(Spearhead) Divisi on as saul ted the grea' road cen'te2' o~ Paderborn., 
Ge!'lllaJI1 1D an a ttempt to encircle the Ruhr industrial area. The 
~all of Paderborn waa accomplished on that dat e , but brought no 
.3oy , as 1he previ ous ni ght the great leader of the Spearhead D1vi­
s i o!lt General Rose; had bee_n k i lled , brin ing gl1.ef and shock to 
all me bers of the divisi on and all who had known him. On th 2nd 
~ April Comp~ "An moved into the ll- bombed airport t Paderborn. 

· ·AlthoUgh .the encirolem nt of the Ruhr as one of the e t est achieve­
. ment a of ···the war 1 t was not wi ~out coat. · Humorous vehicular casual­

ties re t tribut ed , not to combat , but to the inexperience of new 
en in· properly intaining t he vehicles and mechanical fnilur e 

due to age. Thie company then oTed on to ckel , songer haus.n, 
QUellendorf , Hedsted1 and finally to muoheln a small town in the 
vicinity of Halle tor what appearo to be a prolonged period of r est 
and rehabili tation. Maintenance is .one of the most stressed phases 
of our present actiVities , particularly let and 2nd eohelon, G.n4 our 
equipment is be ins rapidly put back into· shape for wha1ever · l1ee 
ahead. 

00 ~ "D'•a . / · 
It t~beglnntng of the month " • CompaDJ was attached to Divisi on 
fraina in the Vicinity of Xorbach, Dermany, movi ng· shortly there­
aft er to llaaren , thence to Alpen. Prom this area one platoon ae 
detached to CC"R" furnish~ maintenance by stabliehing Tehicle 
collecting points as they oved with the coobat co~1anl. On 7 April 
the oomp&nJ moved to Herate , the maintGnano• plat oons taking ;1t h 
tb,m the Unfiniah d ork froo tho pr vious ea. MUch ot thio ork 
ias completed here and on the 11' h th company mov d to Biahnusen, 
lea~ing one p t oan to oonplete the work. In this area rec or 
crews worked day and night retri~ving Tehicles and moVing them to 
vehicle eollecting poi nts for necessary 1r1tenance . From the 16t h 
to the 24~h ~he entire company wae bi vouacked in the German irport 
at Ut hen where between ~ort.y and ~iftJ (40- 50) German soldie~s were 
appr hended in civili an clothes by the outposts . On. the 24th thi a 
company moved to oanserhauaen, the present bivouac for a period of 
rewt , rehabili tation and ~tenance, although during diVision ~ee1 
periods the ea~e t a!IOllllt o:t work i aoco pliahed b;r tho I4ail1- . 
tenance Batt lion. DurinG the month o~ Apri l , 1945 this compaQJ 
marched a distance o~ three hundred and seven (307) lea, through 
oount:ry s t ill not yet cleared of the ne~, aad per:tora 1n-
tenance t() enable the eombat commando to maint ain their a eady dri Te.o 
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