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Zane L Strickland Military Records

In Search of Strickland

Despite my Sgt.-Rock-comic-book- and countless-war-movie-fueled badgering, my grandpa Strickland
only talked about his time in WWII to me once — for about five minutes.

One day, when | was about 10, he appeared in their living room with a small box.
“I know you like war stuff. I thought you might want to see these,” he said as he handed me the box.

I opened it to reveal a pile of medals and ribbons. I’d never even seen, much less
touched, any real object from WWII — and these were medals.

| pulled a bronze star from the box, held it reverently and then looked up at him.
“Are you a hero?” I asked.

“No, son, I’m no hero,” he replied softly. “The heroes didn’t come back.”

He took the bronze star, put it in the box, turned and walked away.
Ever since that day | wondered about his time in the war.
Who did he know? What did he see? When was he there? Where did he go?

Thirty years later, after he passed away, | did sporadic research in an attempt to discover his war history.
I didn’t have his records, his service dates, his unit, his military ID number or much of anything to go
on. [ didn’t get very far.

After my grandmother passed away, we were
sorting through stacks of documents and photos.
In the documents I found my grandfather’s
Army discharge. | was thunderstruck. I had
spent many long years in frustration because |
did not have his service number, service dates,
campaigns or any other critical information
required to find his military service history.
Now I had his service dates and his service
number.

This information enabled me to make a formal
request for his records from the National
Personnel Records Center. Unfortunately, the
results were negative. Like many WWII vets, ’
his records were destroyed in a fire at the military records repository in St. Louis, MO on July 12, 1973.
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On Memorial Day of 2014 | posted a photo of him on Facebook.
An old schoolmate of mine and Army veteran, Jerry O’Brien,
immediately commented on my grandfather’s unit — the 3™
Armored Division. Jerry recognized that from the left shoulder
patch in the photo.

This gave me something solid to start with.

| started with the 3" Armored Division and worked down from
there. I took all the clues | had from our family stories, passed
down through the years, and pursued each one.

A recurring theme was that he was a medic and some of the stories
concerned rescuing wounded soldiers under fire.

Many, many hours of research later | found and purchased a copy
of the 36" Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory that
had been compiled at the end of the war.

There, on page 30, was my grandfather’s name, albeit misspelled,
as it was his entire time in the military.

Qlage‘, INUMNCL VW &hry &

Stanford, Herber W., Pvt.
Strickland, Edgar F. Jr., Tngt,
Strickland, Zine L., TiS
Sutherland, Howard A., Pvt.
Swiner, Frank J., TlS .

Svrvlo. Michel. Ti5

That was a very big moment. There it was, in print, in black and white. | had finally found him.

When you do family history research, finding an ancestor’s signature or name in print is a major
milestone. After months, or years, of nursing a theory about someone, the physical confirmation makes
all of your time and hard work worthwhile.

Now that I knew his unit I did a systematic search through every photo of that outfit | could find online.
Night after night I clicked through thousands of images of the 3¢ Armored Division and the 36™
Armored Infantry Regiment. | never did find a photo of him.

Night after night I read through war diaries, histories and books about his units. I never did find mention
of him.,
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Then, late on the night of June 20, 2014, while following links from yet another of hundreds of searches
on his unit, I ended up in the Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive at the United States Holocaust
Museum. There, in a low-resolution, grainy newsreel of the liberation of the Nordhausen / Dora-
Mittelbau camp, was my grandfather carrying a stretcher.

At least it sure looked like my grandpa Strickland to me. | captured a still-frame image from the video

and posted it for a vote among my cousins. The vote was unanimous. Everybody thought it was him. It
didn’t hurt that all those Strickland men - my grandfather, my uncle and my cousin - all looked nearly

identical at that age.

It meant a lot to me to find that film, to see him there, moving, as he lived and fought and tried not to
die, with death all around him.

It seems to me that when he glanced at the camera he was looking not just at the cameraman, but
looking through time, forward, into the future, to a world and children and grandchildren yet to come.

The film is silent so there are no words, but if I listen carefully I can hear his voice speaking to me.

He speaks of how precious life is, how easily it is lost and how often mankind forgets how to be human.
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Since his records were burned, we’ll never know his full WWII military story, such as where he was
posted and what he did prior to shipping out overseas.

However, after 20 years of looking, | finally had enough information to search down the specifics on his
medals and his time in Europe in WWII.

It turns out his time there was very brief but also very eventful.

He survived firefights; liberated death camps; was overrun, captured, then rescued; and, fought all the
way to the Elbe, where U.S. and Soviet forces met to end the war.

In the end, I can’t argue with his view that the heroes didn’t come back.

R "':.'i:' ':ﬂﬂr
1

That said, he’ll always be a hero to me.

Douglas Hackney
July 2016



Zane L Strickland Military Records

Military Records

Zane Strickland’s military records were destroyed in the St. Louis repository fire.

AT (7
\ A,
NATIONAL PERSCNNEL RECORDS CENTER &i @;&3,
S =N

T ARCHIVES DRIVE ST LGUIS. MO 631381062 NATIONAL
www.archivis,gov ARCHIVES

November 12, 2014

DOUGLAS HACKNEY
14781 MEMORIAL DR 2336
HOUSTON, TX 77079

RE: Veteran’s Name: STRICKLAND, Zine L
SSN/SN: 38 443 947
Request Number: 2-11871160364

Dear Recipient:

Thank you for contacting the National Personnel Records Center. The record needed to answer
your inquiry is not in our files. If the record were here on July 12, 1973, it would have been in
the area that suffered the most damage in the fire on that date and may have been destroyed. The
fire destroyed the major portion of records of Army military personnel for the period 1912
through 1959, and records of Air Force personnel with surnames Hubbard through Z for the
period 1947 through 1963. Complete personnel/medical records cannot be reconstructed.

We would normally utilize alternate record sources and provide an NA Form 13038,
Certification of Military Service, to verify military service; however, the separation document
provided with your enclosures contains more information than we are able to reconstruct. We
have made copies of all the documents provided and they will be maintained on file.

If you have questions or comments regarding this response, you may contact us at 314-801-0800
or by mail at the address shown in the letterhead above. If you contact us, please reference the
Request Number listed above. If you are a veteran, or a deceased veteran’s next of kin, please
consider submitting your future requests online by visiting us at http://vetrecs.archives.gov.

Sincerel [
P
/ / T _ We Value Our
( JOE L. WISE QVeterans' Privacy
. Archives Technician (AFN-MC2E) ‘

“Let us know if we have
failed to protect it.
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Stateside and European Combat Units

Stateside

Zane Strickland’s unit(s), location, post, role, rank, etc. prior to shipping out to Europe are
unknown.

There are WWII photos in the Strickland family archives that include a left shoulder patch
from the Southern Defense Command (SDC).

Southern Defense
Command Patch

A major responsibility of the SDC was training recruits prior to deployment.

The oral family history includes that Zane Strickland was a gunnery instructor at a training
camp prior to volunteering for overseas combat duty.

If that history is accurate and the photo was of a friend from his post, then he was stationed
at a training camp in the SDC.
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The training camps in the Southern Defense Command area included:

WWII Name Current Name State Date
Established

Fort McClellan Fort McClellan AL 1917
Camp Rucker Fort Rucker AL 1942
Camp Sibert N/A AL 1943
Camp Chaffee Fort Chaffee AR 1942
Camp Pike Camp Joseph T. Robinson (ARNG) AR 1917
Camp (Jesse) Turner N/A AR 1942
Camp Beauregard N/A LA 1917
Camp Claiborne N/A LA 1940
Camp Livingston N/A LA 1940
Camp Plauche N/A LA 1942
Camp Polk Fort Polk LA 1941
Camp McCain N/A MS 1942
Camp Shelby N/A MS 1917
Camp Van Dorn N/A MS 1942
Camp Luna N/A NM 1942
Camp (William C.) Reid N/A NM 1942
Fort Sill Fort Sill OK 1869
Camp Gruber N/A OK 1942
Camp Forrest N/A TN 1941
Camp Tyson N/A TN 1942
Fort Bliss Fort Bliss TX 1890
Fort Clark N/A TX 1852
Fort Sam Houston Fort Sam Houston TX

Camp Barkeley N/A TX 1941
Camp Bowie N/A TX 1917
Camp Bullis Fort Sam Houston TX 1917
Camp Hood Fort Hood TX 1941
Camp Howze N/A TX 1941
Camp Hulen N/A TX 1940
Camp Maxey N/A TX 1942
Camp Swift N/A X 1942
Camp Travis Fort Sam Houston TX 1917
Camp Wallace N/A TX 1941
Camp Wolters Fort Wolters TX 1941

Source: http://www.qglobalsecurity.org/military/facility/camp-ww2.htm



http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/facility/camp-ww2.htm
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European Theater of Operations (ETO)
Based on available records the following are the most likely combat units Zane Strickland

served with in the European Theater of Operations (ETO):

His initial unit when he was assigned to guard duty would probably have been either the 3
Armored Division Military Police Platoon or the Regimental Police of the 36" Armored

Infantry Regiment.

o

pearhea : .
pealliead Doty N
»

Members of the Regimental Police of the 36" Armored Infantry Regiment
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Based on available records and family oral history, he soon switched to the medics.

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was:

45t Armored Medical Battalion

Company B

Insignia and pin of the 45™ Armored Medical Battalion

His medical company was attached to:
First Army
VII Corps
3@ Armored Division
36" Armored Infantry Regiment
Combat Command B

Task Force Lovelady

The hierarchy in this list is largest to smallest unit.

10
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Photos identified as the 45" Armored Medical Battalion / 36™ Armored Infantry Regiment

11



Zane L Strickland Military Records

12



Zane L Strickland Military Records

13



14

Zane L Strickland Military Records




Zane L Strickland Military Records

15



16

Zane L Strickland Military Records



Zane L Strickland Military Records

e T\

-. oy IR B oY

17



Zane L Strickland Military Records

18



Zane L Strickland Military Records




20

Zane L Strickland Military Records




Zane L Strickland Military Records

21



Zane L Strickland Military Records

22



Zane L Strickland Military Records

Zane Strickland’s military occupation code (MOS) in his discharge is “Driver Halftrack
931.” The official WWII MOS 931 description is “Truck Driver, Heavy.”

In his case he would have been driving a Medical Ambulance Halftrack.

This aligns with family oral history and the “Capture and Escape” section later in this
document.

Photos of halftrack ambulances. Note: These photos are for example purposes only. Not all
photos are from the 3@ Armored Division.

23
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U.S. Army Organizational Unit Hierarchy

c ded

Army 2 or maore Corps 100,000 to 150,000 Field Marshal or General
Corps 2 or more Divisions 25,000 to 50,000 General or Lt. Gen.
Division 3 or more Brigades or Regiments 10,000 to 15,000 Lt. Gen or Maj. Gen.
Brigade 3 or more Battalions 1500 to 3500 Maj. Gen, Brigadier or Col.
Regiment[2] 2 or more Battalions 1000 to 2000 Col.

Battalion 4 or more Companies 400 to 1000 Lt Col

Company 2 or more Platoons 100 to 250 Captain or Maj

Platoon (Troop) 2 or more Squads 16 to 50 1st Lt

Squad 2 or more Sections Bto 24 Sgt.

Section 4to012 Sqt.

Notes:

[1] This column indicates what usually makes up the core of the unit - with larger formations there will be more
supporting units as well such as units for headquarters, admin, signals, air-defence eic etc which will increase the
overall number of men involved.

[2] Regiment is not usually a deployed unit as a whole, but is more of an "administrative family" or permanent label
of a group's identity. So units from a particular regiment may be spread around within an army.

Source: http://www.secondworldwar.co.uk/index.php/army-sizes-a-ranks/86-army-units-a-
sizes

25
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3rd Armored Division Structure

U.S. ARMORED DIVISION
9

1944

TANK

TANK

BATTALION BATTALION

BATTALION

120 Officers—2,067 Enlisted Men—231 Tanks
~—258 Vehicles

COMBAT COMMAND
HEADQUARTERS

STRENGTH AND EQUIPMENT

657 OFFICERS
10,341 ENLISTED MEN
269 TANKS
1,141 VEHICLES
54 105mm HOWITZERS
9 75mm HOWITZERS
30 57mm ANTI-TANK GUNS

DIVISION
b ARTILLERY
; HEADQUARTERS

DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS

INFANTRY
BATTALION

INFANTRY
BATTALION

DIVISION TRAINS

s

9 57mm AT Guns—3 75mm Howitzers

INFANTRY
BATTALION

108 Officers—2,886 Enlisted Men—378 Vehiclos—

SELF-PROP
ARTILLERY
BATTALION

SELF-PROP SELF-PROP.
ARTILLERY ARTILLERY

BATTALION BATTALION

99 Officers—1,503 Enlisted Men—9 Tonks—
54 105mm Howitzers—159 Vehicles

ORDNANCE MEDICAL

BATTALION

MAINT. |
BATTALION

CAVALRY ENGINEER

RECON.

SQUADRON BATTALION

26
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WK Armored Division

O Divisional TIO A"

Headquarters 1 January 1942

X
o | Combat Command Ll Armored Recon
Headquarters (2) Battalion

[11 [
— D | Armored | Armored Engineer

Regiment (2) Battalion
[1
L Armored Infantry Armored Medical
Regiment Battalion
! o
@ Armored Division
Artillery
! L AFA Battalion #3
AF A Battalion #1
(105mm SP Howitzer)| <& C®> | (105mm SP
Howitzer)
[
AFA Battalion #2 o H e
i ombat Commands were brigade-level
(1 05mm SP HOWIIZGI’) headguarters units under which tank,
armored infantry, and armored field
artillery hattalions were task-organized
according to the needs of the mission
and the commander's wishes.
[ |
Maintenance| - » Armored Signal
Battalion| - * Company
[
Service Company Supply
and Rear Echelon —rciicl ey

Divisional Headquarters
Company

27



Zane L Strickland Military Records

3rd Armored Division Units and Radio Call Signs

Omaha — HQ, General Staff

Ottawa — Combat Command A

Ontario — Combat Command B

Oriole — 32" Armored Regiment

Orchard — 33 Armored Regiment

Ozark — 36" Armored Infantry Regiment (“Blitz Doughs” )

Onset — Division Artillery HQ

Ozone — 67" Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCA)
Orlando — 391% Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCB)
Oshkosh — 54™ Armored Field Artillery Battalion

Osgood — 83 Armored Reconnaissance Battalion

Outlook — 23" Armored Engineer Battalion

Amber — 703" Tank Destroyer Battalion

Annex — 486™ Anti-Aircraft Battalion

Oxygen — Armored Maintenance Battalion

Orange — Armored Supply Battalion

Oxford — 45" Armored Medical Battalion

Ostrich — 143" Armored Signal Company

Oregon — Division Trains

Source: Book — “Spearhead In The West 1941-45 The Third Armored Division” (published
1945)

28
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36" Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel
Directory

29
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Medical Detachment

Radmore, Kenneth J., Pic,
Rake, David L., Sgt.

Rex, Oliver W., Pfc,
Richardson, Lester G,, Pic.
Ritchie, Harold L,, Pic.
Rivard, Maurice L., Plc.
Rosen, Charles I, T|4

* Roventini, Victor, Pvt.

Ruggiero, Dominic A., Pfe,
Rupprecht, William C., Pfe.
Sandman, Arthur G., Pic,
Sandretto, John S., Pic.
Schaefer, Carl F., TlS
Scheibel, Herman D, T[Sgt.
Schneider, Louis G., Pic.
Schwabe, Calyin, T4
Searfoss, John L, Pic.
Sexton, Reston L, Pic.
Shishik, Serge, Pfc.
Shoemaker, William T., Plc.
Shreiner, Galen M. Jr,, Ple
- Simone, Tony, Pfec.
Sims, Lawrence K., Pvt
Smith, Carl H. Pvt.
Smith. Clyce, Pvt.
Smith, Elmer L., Pfc.
Smith, Wayne H,, S’Sgt.
Smitson, Roy T, Pic.
Snover, Sammie J., Pic.
Stager, Robert A, T[5
Stanford, Herber W., Pvt.

108 N. 2nd St., Titusville, Pa,
1181 Wayne St, Topeka, Kansas
R. D. 2, Lehighton, Pa,
120 N. Gaston Ave., Somerville, N. J.
725 E 26 St., Paterson, N, J. -
49 Washington St., W. Warwick, R. L
1231 55th St., Brooklyn N. Y. .
225 High St., Brooklyn, N. N
32 Fayette St, Conshohochen, Pa.
3375 25th St., Detroit, Michigan
Rt. 1, Bluifs, IlL
406 8th St., S, W. Chisholm, Minn.
Harmon, Illinois .
408 E. Oxford, Duluth, Minn.
Rt, 2, Nokomis, Il
937 Pennington St., Elizabeth, N. J.
Hannover, Pa. )
\ 1314 Linden Ave., Baltimore, Md.
RED. 1, Waterford, N. Y.
Rt. 1, Muncy, Pa,
30 S, Locust St., Lititz, Pa,
82 Pearl St., Camden, N. J.
182 N, Converse St, Spartanburg, S. C.
Rt, 2, Ozark, Arkansas
Rt, 2, Chatchie, Calhoun, Ala.
2718 Roger St., Covington, Ky.
300 S. Main St, Hicksville, Ohio
RFD, 1, Carlisle, K. Y.
North Baranch, Mich.
5347 Oregan, Detroit, Mich, ’
ond 1915 Euclid Ave., Charlotte, N, C,

Strickland, Edgar F. Jr., Tngt. 500 E. Foster St., Pampa, Texas

‘::>Strickland, Zine L., T|5
Sutherland, Howard A., Pvt.

Swiner, Frank J., TIS &
Syrylo, Michel, T|5
Tejeda, Ruben B. Pic,
Thompson, Clayton T,, Pic.
Tork, Lawrence L., T|5
Uschan, John Jr., S\Sgt,
Vankirk, William R., Pfc.
Van Stedum, Fredrick, Pfc.
Vaugh, Hubert A, T\S
Vise, John C., T|5
- Von Kaenel, Robert L TlS
Wade, Robert C, Pfc.

Rt, 1, Vilonia, Ark.

615 7th St, S. W. Washingxon, D. C.
Gen, Del,, Carnegie, Pa.

3911 Wetzel St., Wheeling, W, Va.
Box 12, Greaegle, Calif.

Hawley, Minn.

2316 Dickens, Ave., Chicago, Il
2151 N. 29th St., Milwaukee, Wisc,
Millstone, W. Va.

Rt. 1, Box 2, Ellsworth, Mich.

Rt. 3, Sulfur Springs, Texas *
Douglassville, Texas

117 Myrtle St, Erie, Pa,

Rt.. 1, B. E. Daniels, Freemont, N, C.




Zane L Strickland Military Records

Combat Trail Maps:

VII Corps

Zane Strickland’s 45" Armored Medical Battalion was part of the 3" Armored Division,
which was a lead element of the U.S. First Army’s VII Corps

31
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 36" Armored Infantry Regiment,
which was the infantry component of the 3@ Armored Division.

MAJOR OPERATIONS OF THE
THIRTY- SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

18 JUNE 1944 - 25APRIL 1945
i NORMANDY -k NORTHERN FRANCE - ARDENNES gl RHINELAND, e CENTRAL -EUROPE

38
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Speathead Doughboys g

Nevilly La Foret -
Preparation for comwuat.
18-29 June 44

Crossed Vire River.
Attacked to capture St. Gilles.
7 July 44

At Hauts Vents smashed enemy

attack which had as its objective

recapture of Isigny.
8-16 July 44

Rehabilitation. Preparation
for “Breakthrough”. LeDesert.
17-26 July 44

Following tremendous
bombardment and artillery
preparation, breakthrough

west of SF. LO began

Landed on OMAHA BEACH
18 June 34, Entire Regiment
on Continent by 25 June 44,

Villiers Fossard First engagement.
Reduced salient, enabled 29th
Infantry Division to straighten line.

Pt Determined resistance. Hedgerow
: fighting. 29-30 June 44

SOMME LEUZE

HOTTON

Hotton - Soy Area
Blocked northern movement
towards Liege of 116th Panzer
Division for five days, until Ger-
man attack was abandoned.

AMONINES - Defensive line

established - Frustraded all

attempts of enemy to break
through.

2226 Dec 44 : B

26 July 44
Crossed Sienne River.
Captured Montpinchon/ blished two bridgehead
29 July 44 - Gavray and Villedieu Les

ST. POIS - Defended
positions against heavy tank,
artillery and machine gun fire.

1-2 August 44

o ST. POIS

P vORTAIN 27 July 44

MORTAIN-Le Mesnil Tove-Belle
Fontaine. Enemy attacked to
split American forces-objective
Avranches. Fierce fighting.
Enemy repulsed with heavy
losses.
5-11 August 44

FROMENTAL-Much needed
period of rehabilitation.
19-22 August 44

PREPARED FROM UNIT FILES
BY S-3 SECTION 36W ARMD.INF. REGT.

Poeles. 31 July 44

o FALAISE
Cut St. Gilles-Coutances Road.

Ranes-Jove de Bois-Fromental.
Fought to close FALAISE GAP,
Numerous prisoners taken.
Much equipment destroyed.

H / Junction made with British.

11-19 August 44

o CHARTRES
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[ THIRTY- SIXTH ARMORE

Attacked to reduce German
salient. Severe weather-snow-

cola.
4-20 Janvary 45

Junction with American Forces
from the south at these points
obliterated “The Bulge”

SOISSONS

Tt ‘

28 August 44 F ,

Crossed MARNE RIVER:
27 .28 August 44

LT ot

AR

& MELUN

Crossed Seine River
26 Avgust 44

MAJOR OPERATIONS OF THE

D INFANTR

18 JUNE 1944 - 25 APRIL 194
owenT %NGRMANDY% NORTHERN FRANCE %ARDENNES * RHINE.

The Battle of Mons - Retreating
enemy columns blocked and
destroyed.

2-3 September 44

Assisted in capture of A/
21 October 44

Crossed Belgian Border
2 September 44

Individuals of Company “G*

cited for action at Mons:
MONS | /

Important bn‘&gos over.
MEUSE RIVER seized intact.
7 September 44

> HIRSON

F

Direction of advance changed -
New objective Hirson.
31 August 44

Entered GERMANY,
12 September 44

/o CHATEAU -THIERRY

5 LIEGE /

. d )

oy 4 RvI

Partici

Germ¢

Battali

receiv,

Sche

14

AACHEN[?IJ?\

Drove through DRAGONS <
TEETH - SIEGFRIED LINE.
First Battalion received Unit

Citation for action here.
12-15 September 44

Elements of Regiment
in task force which took
CHATEAU THIERRY.
28 August 44
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PADERBORN captured
Contact with 2d.Arm’d 1 April 45, Defended positions
vicinity Paderborn.

Division at Lippstadt. >
Sealed RUHR POCKET. 1-5 April 45

45 1 April\lS\

ELAND * CENTRAL -EUROPE

Secured bridgehead
over ERFT CANAL.
27 -28 Feb 45

Fanatical resistance by
erman school traops.
30-31 March 45

First Allied troops in COLOGNE.
Held line along Rhine River.
5 March 45

AACHEN
4

Assisted in enlarging Remagen
Bridgehead as far north as Buis-
dorf and Honnef on Sieg River.

T <Record drive ‘of entire
- war - 101 miles,
29 March 45

Attacked to east with

Elements crossed RHINE RIVER “objectives unlimited”
north of REMAGEN 25 March 45
20 March 45

COMBAT ORGANIZATION

ticipated in attack to drive
rmans to ROER RIVER. Third
talion Medical Detachment
eived citation for action at
icherpenseel-Hastenrath. ..
16-19 November 44

THE THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORS
ORGANIC INFANTRY OF
AS SUCH- IT HABITUALLY
EACH OF THREE COMBA
THE ACTIONS NAMED )\ CHART WERE FOUGHT
UNDER VARIOUS TASK ‘ COMBAT COMMAND
CONTROL, BUT IN EV] OF THE DIVISION, THE
"SPEARHEAD DOUGHS p )

FANTRY REGIMENT IS THE
IRD ARMORED DIVISION.
ED ONE BATTALION TO
ANDS. CONSEQUENTLY,

Attacked from Langerwehe to
take Geich- Obergeich - Echtz-
Hoven. A and C companies
received Unit Citation for this
action.Germans driven across
Roer River.
10-13 December 44

Defended positions in and near
STOLBERG - MAUSBACH.
Battalions rotated in line.

2] Sept - 19 Dec 44
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Fierce fighting in DESSAU. Last
resistance west of Mulde cleared

; 2223 April 45
Captured BERNBURG
+ 16 April 45 and AKEN AKE
17 April 45 DESSAU
o
BERNBURG

Drove to MULDE RIVER after
taking Bobbau - Steinfurth

and Wolfen.
18-20 April 45
Secured bridgehead
over Mulde River,
15 April 45
Fierce fighting in DESSAU. Last
resistance west of Mulde cleared
22-23 April 45 Secured bridgehead
over Mulde River.

. o 15 April 45
Captured Bernburg 16/April 45————"" 4 AKEN

and Aken 17 April 45

F
’DESSAU

N B

KOTHEN lguptu.ré& —4KOTHEN
14 Aprifds___JA Drove to MULDE RIVER after
3 taking Bobbau - Steinfurth
and Wolfen.
18-20 April 45

JESBNITZ

r

JESSNITZ cleared of enemy
21 April 45

LOBERITZ

WOLFEN (Agfa Film'Factory)
captured. 20 April 45
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Hotton - Soy Area
Blocked northern movement
towards Liege of 116th Panzer
Division for five days, until Ger-
man attack was abandoned.

silly La Foret -
ation for comuat.
-29 June 44

n OMAHA BEACH
4. Entire Regiment
ent by 25 June 44,

First engagement.
it, enabled 29th
1 to straighten line.
istance. Hedgerow
19-30 June 44

SOMME LEUZE
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HOTTON

Attacked to reduce German
salient. Severe weather-snow-
cold.

420 Janvary 45

AMONINES - Defensive line
established - Frustraded all
attempts of enemy to break
through.
2226 Dec 44

“Junction with American Forces
from the south at these points
obliterated “The Bulge’’
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ng in DESSAU. Last
ed
gy Secured bridgehead
" over Mulde River.

15 April 45

\ /gl JESSNITZ cleared of enemy
‘=.ﬂ" o Aoy > 21 April 45

WOLFEN (Agfa Film*Factory)
captured. 20 April 45
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COMBAT ORGANIZATION

FANTRY REGIMENT IS THE
IRD ARMORED DIVISION.
ED ONE BATTALION TO
ANDS. CONSEQUENTLY,
CHART WERE FOUGHT
COMBAT COMMAND
OF THE DIVISION, THE
A DECISIVE PART.

AS SUCH T HABITUALLY
EACH OF THREE COMBA
THE ACTIONS NAMED
UNDER VARIOUS TASK
CONTROL, BUT IN EV,
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Route of the 36™ Armored Infantry Regiment from Omaha Beach inland.
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This map belonged to First Sergeant Walter Petrovich, First Sergeant of
Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment.

First Sergeant Walter Petrovich participated in the liberation of the
Nordhausen / Dora-Mittelbau concentration camps.

Source: http://36thair3ad.homestead.com/HQ3dBn36thAIR.html
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Combat Command B

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 3" Armored Division’s Combat
Command B.
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3rd Armored Division

Combat Command B

Combat Trail
218 of 301 Days in Combat
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Task Force Lovelady

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to Task Force Lovelady, a tactical combat unit
of the 3@ Armored Division’s Combat Command B

iy ~ FIVE STARS TO VICTORY
‘ - FRom Noewwnoy 7O THE  MOLOE 35
WITH NEN AND TANKS

yorce. Lowlady”

2n0 .Bar'm.mu ) 350 ARMORED REGIMENT

”

&7“
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32nd Armored Regiment

The 32" Armored Regiment was normally attached to Combat Command A, so Zane
Strickland’s medical unit was not typically attached to this regiment.

Combat Command A moved and fought parallel with Zane Strickland’s Combat
Command B.

This map is included to provide additional context to the activities and route of the 3™
Armored Division.

[onb? Trait of e

32nd ARMORED REGIMENT
- ;MW
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F R ANCE
14 SEPT 44

SIEGFRIED LINE ;"

13-15 SEPTEMBER 1944

&

ARDENN
19 DEC 45 25 J

JNI7¥ THE ARDENNES ,

19 DEC 44 -

25 JAN 45
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Unit Summaries

3rd Armored Division Overview

World War II

Activated: 15 April 1941

Campaigns:

Normandy

Northern France

Rhineland

Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europe

Days of combat: 231.

Distinguished Unit Citations: 7

Awards:
[ ]

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC): 25
Distinguished Service Medal (DSM): 3
Silver Star (SS): 839

Legion of Merit (LM): 21
Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC): 5
Soldiers Medal (SM): 28

Bronze Star Medal (BSM): 3,881

Air Medal (AM): 134

Commanders:

Maj. Gen.
Maj. Gen.
Maj. Gen.
Maj. Gen.
Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.
Maj. Gen.
Maj. Gen.
Maj. Gen.

Alvan C. Gillem (April 1941-January 1942)
Walton H. Walker (January-August 1942)
Leroy H. Watson (August 1942-August 1944)
Maurice Rose (August 1944-March 1945)
Doyle O. Hickey (March-June 1945)

Truman E. Boudinot (June-July 1945)

Frank A. Allen, Jr. (July 1945)

Robert W. Grow (July 1945 until inactivation)
Ray T. Maddocks (15 July 1947-1 April 1948)
Roderick R. Allen (15 April 1948 to present)

Inactivated: 10 November 1945 in Europe.

Reactivated: 15 July 1947.
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Combat Chronicle

The 3rd Armored Division landed in Normandy and entered combat 29 June 1944, taking part in the
hedgerow fighting.

The Division broke out at Marigny and with the 1st Infantry Division swung south to Mayenne in a
general exploitation of the St. Lo breakthrough.

In August 1944, the Division participated in the heavy fighting involved in closing the Falaise Gap,
pocketing the German Seventh Army.

Six days later (25 August) the Division had cut across the Seine River, and was streaking through Meaux,
Soissons, Laon, Mons, Namur, and Liege.

Liege fell 8 September and Eupen on 11 September.

The Division breached the Siegfried Line with the capture of Rotgen, 12 September, and continued a slow
advance against heavy resistance, to the vicinity of Langerwehe.

When the Battle of the Bulge broke, the Division was shifted to Houffalize, Belgium, where it severed a
vital highway leading to St. Vith, and in January participated in the reduction of the German salient west
of Houffalize.

After a brief rest, the Division returned to the front, crossed the Roer River into Duren, broke out of the
Duren bridgehead, and drove on to capture Koln (Cologne), 6 March 45.

The Division swept on to Paderborn; it was at a road junction near Paderborn that Major General Rose
was killed while attempting to surrender to a German tank commander, 31 March 1945.

The Division took Paderborn, assisted in mopping up the Ruhr pocket, crossed the Saale River, and after
overcoming stiff resistance took Dessau, 21-23 April 1945.


http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/infantry/division/1st_infantry_division.html
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Assignments in the ETO

e 20 November 1943: VII Corps, First Army.

e 8 February 1944: XIX Corps.

e 15 July 1944: VII Corps.

e 1 August 1944: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group.

e 19 December 1944: XVIII (Abn) Corps.

e 20 December 1944: Attached, with the entire First Army, to the British 21st Army Group.
e 23 December 1944: VII Corps.

e 18 January 1945: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group.

e 1 May 1945: XIX Corps, Ninth Army, 12th Army Group.

General

Nickname: Spearhead Division.

Shoulder patch: Same as 1st Armored, with number "3" in upper portion of triangle.

Publication: Spearhead in the West, published by the 3rd Armored Division; Frankfurt am Main, Germany;
11 October 1945; 260 pp.

Source:

http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/armored/division/3rd armored division.html
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3rd Armored Division Detail

"Spearhead"

The mixture of insignia and distinctive colors of several arms incorporated in the Armored
Force symbolize integrity and esprit. It is an interlocked ornament, found in Nordic
monuments, composed of three torques: red for Artillery; blue for Infantry; and yellow for
Cavalry. The symbols represent the characteristics of Armored Divisions: the tank track,
mobility and armor protection; the cannon, fire power; and the red bolt of lightning, shock
action.

COMMAND AND STAFF

Commanding General

15 Sep 1943 Maj Gen Leroy H. Watson
7 Aug 1944 Brig Gen Maurice Rose

5 Sep 1944 Maj Gen Maurice Rose

21 Mar 1945 Brig Gen Doyle O. Hickey

Artillery Commander
15 Sep 1943 Col Frederic G. Brown

Chief of Staff
15 Sep 1943 Col John A. Smith

Assistant Chief of Staff G-1 (Personnel)

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Jack A. Boulger
1 Apr 1945 Maj George G. Otis

Assistant Chief of Staff G-2 (Intelligence)
15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Andrew Barr

Assistant Chief of Staff G-3 (Operations and Plans)
15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Howard M. Snyder
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28 Aug 1943 Lt Col Wesley A. Sweat
1 Apr 1945 Maj James A Alexander
25 Apr 1945 Lt Col Wesley A Sweat

Assistant Chief of Staff G-4 (Logistics)
15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Eugene C Orth

Assistant Chief of Staff G-5 (Civil Affairs)

22 Feb 1944 Lt Col William E Dahl
20 Apr 1945 Maj George F Cake
Adjutant General

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Robert M Gant

Combat Command A Commander

15 Sep 1943 Brig Gen Doyle O Hickey

31 Mar 1945 Col Leander L Doan

Combat Command B Commander

15 Sep 1943 Brig Gen John J Bohn
15 Jul 1944 Col Truman Everett Boudinot
4 Sep 1944 Brig Gen Truman Everett Boudinot

Combat Command R Commander

15 Sep 1943 Col Graeme G Parks

19 Jul 1944 Col William W Cornog Jr
15 Aug 1944 Col Louis P Leone

6 Sep 1944 Col Carl J Rohsenberger
24 Sep 1944 Col Robert L Howze Jr
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STATISTICS

Chronology
Activated
Arrived ETO
Arrived Continent (D/18)
Entered Combat:
First Element
Entire Division
Days in Combat

Casualties (Tentative)

Killed

Wounded

Missing

Captured
Battle Casualties
Non-Battle Casualties
Total Casualties

Percent of T/O Strength

Campaigns

Ardennes
Rhineland

Individual Awards

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC)

Legion of Merit
Silver Star
Soldiers Medal
Bronze Star
Air Medal

Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC)

Normandy
Northern France

Central Europe

Zane L Strickland Military Records

15 Apr 41
15 Sep 43
24 Jun 44

29 Jun 44
9 Jul 44
231

2,540
7,331
95

139
10,105
6,017
16,122
111.5

17

23
885
32
3,884
138

Prisoners of War (PsW / POW) Taken: 76,720
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COMPOSITION

ORGANIC UNITS
Headquarters Company
Service Company
Combat Command A
Combat Command B
36th Armored Inf Regiment
32d Armored Regiment
33d Armored Regiment
23d Armored Eng Bn
83d Armored Rcn Bn
143d Armored Sig Co

3d Armored Division Artillery

391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion
67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

3d Armored Division Trains

3d Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
Supply Battalion
45th Armored Medical Battalion

Military Police Platoon
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ATTACHMENTS

Antiaircraft Artillery

486th AAA AW Bn (SP)
413th AAA Gun Bn (Mbl)

Armored

Co A 738th Tk Bn (Mine Explorer)

1st & 3d Plats Co B 738th Tk Bn (Mine
Explorer)

Cavalry

113th Cav Gp
4th Cav Gp
4th Cav Gp

Chemical
Cos A & C 87th Cml Bn
Engineer

294th Engr C Bn

1st Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div)
298th Engr C Bn

Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div)

298th Engr C Bn

Co B 297th Engr C Bn

Field Artillery

967th FA Bn (155 How)

58th Armd FA Bn

963d FA Bn (155 How)

258th FA Bn (155 Gun)

87th Armd FA Bn

258th FA Bn (155 Gun)

991st FA Bn (155 Gun)

60th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How)
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25 Jun 44-9 May 45
7 Jul 44-16 Jul 44

6 Dec 44-15 Jan 45
12 Jan 45-17 Jan 45

8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44
28 Feb 45-1 Mar 45
3 Mar 45-8 Mar 45

24 Dec 44-31 Dec 44

25 Oct 44-9 Nov 44
27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44
9 Nov 44-10 Nov 44
11 Nov 44-1 Dec 44
27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44

29 Jun 44-30 Jun 44
3 Jul 44-10 Aug 44

7 Jul 44-9 Jul 44

8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44

9 Jul 44-28 Aug 44
10 Aug 44-14 Aug 44
12 Aug 44-20 Sep 44
13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44
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58th Armd FA Bn

84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How)
83d Armd FA Bn

991st FA Bn (-2 btrys) (155 Gun)
188th FA Bn (155 How)

75th Div Arty

991st FA Bn (155 Gun)

183d FA Bn (155 How)

83d Armd FA Bn

183d FA Bn (155 How)

Btry A 991st FA Bn (155 Gun)
991st FA Bn (155 Gun)

183d FA Bn (155 How)

991st FA Bn (155 Gun)

138th FA Bn (155 How)

991st FA Bn (155 Gun)

Btry A 13th FA Obsn Bn

Infantry

1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div)
2d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div)
3d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div)
2d & 3d Bns 60th Inf (9th Div)
1st Bn 26th Inf (1st Div)
47th Inf (9th Div)
47th CT (9th Div)
84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How)
1 Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div)
Co A 746th Tk Bn
Co C 899th TD Bn (SP)
Btry D 376th AAA AW Bn (Mbl)
2d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div)
1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div)
1st Bn 517th Prcht Inf (Non-Div)
509th Prcht Inf Bn (Non-Div)
290th CT (75th Div)
898th CT (75th Div)

1 plat Co B 275th Engr C Bn (75th Div)

Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl)
289th CT (75th Div)
897th FA Bn (75th Div) (105 How)

18 Aug 44-1 Oct 44
27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44
20 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
21 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
24 Dec 44-7 Jan 45

2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45

2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45

2 Jan 45-9 May 45
12 Jan 45-20 Jan 45
17 Jan 45-19 Jan 45
25 Feb 45-9 Mar 45
25 Feb 45-24 Apr 45
29 Mar 45-1 Apr 45
29 Mar 45-8 Apr 45
6 Apr 45-13 May 45
17 Apr 45-23 Apr 45

9 Jul 44-11 Jul 44

10 Jul 44-11 Jul 44
13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44
17 Aug 44-19 Aug 44
6 Sep 44-23 Sep 44

8 Sep 44-10 Sep 44
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 45
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44
25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44
24 Nov 44-26 Nov 44
11 Dec 44-12 Dec 44
22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-29 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44
24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44
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730th FA Bn (155 How) (75th Div)
Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl)

331st Inf (83d Div)

330th Inf (83d Div)

2d & 3d Bns 330th Inf (83d Div)

1st Bn 330th Inf (83d Div)

335th Inf (84th Div)

13th Inf (8th Div)

395th CT (99th Div)
924th FA Bn (99th Div) (105 How)
Co C 629th Tk Bn
Co C 786th Tk Bn

3d Bn 13th Inf (8th Div)

414th Inf (104th Div)

3d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div)

1st Bn 18th Inf (1st Div)

2d Bn 414th Inf (104th Div)

60th Inf (9th Div)

Tank Destroyer

803d TD Bn (SP)
703d TD Bn (SP)
643d TD Bn (SP)
703d TD Bn (SP)
2d Plat Co B 635th TD Bn (T)
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24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44
24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-31 Dec 44
1 Jan 45-7 Jan 45

7 Jan 45-19 Jan 45
11 Jan 45-19 Jan 45
18 Jan 45-21 Jan 45
26 Feb 45-17 Mar 45
28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45
28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45
28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45
28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45
17 Mar 45-19 Mar 45
23 Mar 45-12 Apr 45
11 Apr 45-24 Apr 45
11 Apr 45-25 Apr 45
12 Apr 445-22 Apr 45
22 Apr 45-24 Apr 45

25 Jun 44-2 Jul 44
25 Jun 44-17 Dec 44
22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44
2 Jan 45- 9 May 45
15 Jan 45-20 Jan 45
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DETACHMENTS

(Attached To)

Armored

CcCB 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
33d Armd Regt 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
Co D 83d Armd Rcn Bn 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44

CCA 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
32d Armd Regt 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
83d Armd Rcn Bn 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44
Cos A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44

CCB 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44
33d Armd Regt 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44
36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44
391st Armd FA Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44
83d Armd Rcn Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44
Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44

CcCB 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44
33d Armd Regt 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44
36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44
391st Armd FA Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44
83d Armd Rcn Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44
Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44

CCA 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44
32d Armd Regt 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44
3d GBn 36th Armd Inf 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44
54th Armd FA Bn 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44
67th Armd FA Bn 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44
Co A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn (1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44

CCB 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44
33d Armd Regt 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44
36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44
391st Armd FA Bn 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44
83d Armd Rcn Bn 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44
B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn (1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44

CCB 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
33d Armd Regt 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
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36th Armd Inf
87th Armd FA Bn
391st Armd FA Bn
83d Armd Rcn Bn

B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn
1 det Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn

Task Force King CC B
1st Bn 33d Armd Regt
Co F 36th Armd Inf

Zane L Strickland Military Records

30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
9th Div
9th Div
9th Div

3d Plat Rcn Co 33d Armd Regt 9th Div

2d Plat Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn

Co E 33d Armd Regt
Co H 32d Armd Regt
3d Bn 33d Armd Regt
CCA

32d Armd Regt (-1st Plat)

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf

67th Armd FA Bn

Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn
CCB

33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn)

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn
CCB

33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn)

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn
Task Force Doan

Hg 32d Armd Regt

2d Bn 32d Armd Regt

3d Bn 36th Armd Inf (-1 co)
CCA

3d Bn 32d Armd Regt

Co 1 36th Armd Inf

67th Armd FA Bn

54th Armd FA Bn

83d Armd Rcn Bn

Co A 23d aRmd Engr Bn
Task Force Richardson

3d Bn 32d Armd Regt

9th Div

26th Inf
9th Div

26th Inf
V Corps
V Corps
V Corps
V Corps
V Corps
30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
30th Div
V Corps
V Corps
V Corps
V Corps
84th Div
84th Div
84th Div
84th Div
75th Div
75th Div
75th Div
75th Div
75th Div
75th Div
75th Div
84th Div
84th Div

1 plat Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 84th Div

CCR
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1st Div

7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44
5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44

5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44
11 Oct 44-22 Oct 44
13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44
15 Oct 44-22 Oct 44
18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44
18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44
18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44
18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44
18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44
19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44
19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44
19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44
19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44
19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45
19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45
19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45
19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45
23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45
23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45
23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45
23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44
2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45

2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45

2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45



3d Bn 32d Armd Regt
2d Bn 33d Armd Regt
3d Bn 36th Armd Inf
Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn
Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn
CCR
CC R (Contd)
3d Bn 32d Armd Regt
2d Bn 33d Armd Regt
3d Bn 36th Armd Inf
Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn
CCA
CCR

Engineer

Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn
Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn

Field Artillery
54th Armd FA Bn
Infantry

1st Bn 36th Armd Inf
2d Bn 36th Armd Inf
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1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
1106th Engr C Gp
1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
1st Div
9th Div
9th Div

9th Div
9th Div

9th Div

9th Div
1st Div

8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45
8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45
8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45
8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45
17 Mar 45-25 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45
24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45
24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45

1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44
11 Jul 44-16 Jul 44

1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44

13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44
1 Dec 44-8 Dec 44
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ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS

ARMY ARMY GROUP

DATE CORPS Assigned | Attached Assigned Attached
20 Nov 43 VIl First ETOUSA
8 Feb 44 XIX First
15 Jul 44 VIl First
1 Aug 44 VIl First 12th
19 Dec 44 XVIII Abn First 12th
20 Dec 44 XVIII Abn First 12th Br 21st
23 Dec 44 Vi First 12th Br 21st
18 Jan 45 VIl First 12th -
1 May 45 XIX Ninth 12th

(-) Indicated relieved from assignment

COMMAND POSTS

DATE TOWN REGION COUNTRY

1943

15 Sep Landed Liverpool Lancashire England

17 Sep Bruton (Redlynch House) Somerset England

1944

25 Jun Les Oubeaux (%2 mi W; S of  Calvados France
Isigny)

9 Jul La Fotelaie (Y2 mi W; vic Manche France
Ariel)

9 Jul St-Jean-de-Daye (3% mi E) Manche France

17 Jul Le Mesnil-Veneron Manche France

29 Jul Carantilly (1 mi S) Manche France

31 Jul Hambye (1 % mi N) Manche France

4 Aug Cherencey le Heron Manche France

9 Aug Chatillon-sur-Colmont (1 ¥2 mi Mayenne France
S)

13 Aug Pre-en-Pail Mayenne France

15 Aug Ranes (3 mi S) Orne France

17 Aug Ranes (3 mi N) Orne France

22 Aug Favieres (1 %2 mi E) Eure-et-Loir France

25 Aug Mennecy (1 %2 mi W) Seine-et-Oise France

26 Aug Quincy-sous-Senart Seine-et-Oise France
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27 Aug Magny-le-Hongre (1 mi SW) Seine-et-Oise

28 Aug Levignen (1 mi NE) Oise

29 Aug Soissons (Sermoise) Aisne

30 Aug Braye-en-Laonnois Aisne

31 Aug Montcornet (*2 mi S) Aisne

1 Sep La Capelle Aisne

2 Sep Mons (5 mi S) Hainaut

4 Sep Charleroi (Chatelineau) Hainaut

5 Sep Namur Namur

6 Sep Huy (2 mi W) Liege

7 Sep Sur Cortil (near Tilff) Liege

9 Sep Louviegne Liege

10 Sep Verviers Liege

11 Sep Eupen Liege

13 Sep Raerem Liege

15 Sep Dorff Rhineland

21 Sep Stolberg Rhineland

20 Dec Hotton Luxembourg

21 Dec Erezee (%2 mi SW) Luxembourg

22 Dec Manhay Luxembourg

23 Dec Noiseux Luxembourg

24 Dec Barvaux Luxembourg

31 Dec Chateau de Bouillon (vic Liege
Havelange)

1945

2 Jan Werbomont Liege

3 Jan La Fourche Liege

6 Jan Bra Liege

8 Jan Lierneux Liege

14 Jan Hebronval Liege

21 Jan Petite Somme Liege

7 Feb Stolberg Rhineland

25 Feb Mariaweiler Rhineland

26 Feb Arnoldsweiler Rhineland

26 Feb Morschenich Rhineland

27 Feb Elsdorf (Sittarderhof) (2 %2 mi Rhineland
SE)

3 Mar Niederaussem Rhineland

5 Mar Pulheim Rhineland

7 Mar Cologne Rhineland

17 Mar Hermulheim Rhineland

France
France
France
France
France
France
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Germany
Germany
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium

Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
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22 Mar Honnef (Mauser Home) (1% Rhineland Germany
mi S)
25 Mar Eudenbach Rhineland Germany
25 Mar Griesenbach (Oberscheid) (*2 Rhineland Germany
mi S)
26 Mar Maulsbach Rhineland Germany
27 Mar Altenkirchen Rhineland Germany
27 Mar Atzelgift Rhineland Germany
28 Mar Schonbach Nassau Germany
29 Mar Ober-Marsberg Westphalia Germany
30 Mar Etteln (1 mi NE) Westphalia Germany
31 Mar Etteln Westphalia Germany
2 Apr Nordborchen Westphalia Germany
6 Apr Brakel Westphalia Germany
9 Apr Adelebsen Hannover Germany
10 Apr Werningerode Magdeburg Germany
12 Apr Sangerhausen Halle-Merseburg Germany
13 Apr Freist Halle-Merseburg Germany
14 Apr Lingenau Anhalt-Dessau Germany
25 Apr Sangerhausen Halle-Merseburg Germany

Source: http://www.history.army.mil/documents/eto-ob/3AD-ETO.htm
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment

Deeds Not Words
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Men of the 86th Armored Infaniry Regiment, “Blitz Doughs” of the 3rd
Armored Division, trace their immediate history back to Brownsville, Texas,
where the unit was activated in July, 1916, by personnel of the 4th, 26th, and
28th Infantry Regiments. The new organization did not go overseas in World
War I, but saw service on the Mexican border.

Reactivated by a cadre from the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment of the -
2nd Armored Division, on April 15, 1941, the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
became an original “Spearhead” element,

At Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, the first commander was Colonel Walton
H. Walker, the officer who later became a lieut. general in command of the
famous XX ““Ghost Corps” of the 3rd American Army.Other commanders,
during training at Camp Polk, Louisiana; Desert Training Center, California;
Camp Pickett, Virginia; and Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania; were Colonel
Edwin A. Smith, Colonel William L, Roberts, and Colonel Graeme G. Parks.

Upon arrival in England, during mid-September, 1943, the 36th was billeted
at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire. With the rest of the division it maneuvered widely
over Salisbury Plain, engaged in landing exercises along the British coast,
and took part in various special training courses.

~ Colonel Parks led the “Blitz Doughs” in their baptism of fire at Villiers
Fossard, Normandy, but on July 18, 1944, he was succeeded by Colonel
William W. Cornog, Jr. Colonel Cornog was the first regimental commander
to be killed in action. From August 9 to September 23, 1944, the regiment
was under the command of Li. Colonel Jack R. Hutcheson, Colonel Louis
P. Leone, and Colonel Carl ]. Rohsenberger. At that time, Colonel Robert
L. Howze, Jr., came to the regiment and led it through the remaining eight
months of the European campaign.

Men of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment figured prominently in every
3rd Armored Division action on the continent. Companies “A’ and “C'" of
the 1st Battalion, were the division’s first tactical units to be awarded -the
Distinguished Unit Citation. This honor was bestowed as the result of heroic
fighting in the December Roer River salient. The entire
1st Battalion, commanded by Lt. Colonel William R. Orr,
was later awarded a Distinguished Unii Citation for its
work in storming the Siegfried Line. The action began
during Orr's first day in battlel That was characteristic of
the regimental spirit.

The Distinguished Unit Citation was also given to men of

- the 2nd and 3rd Battalion medical sections for outstanding 4
gallantry in action at Fromentel, France, and the Stolberg - #=&=
area, in Germany, respectively. And, in September, the t. Colonel

i N ¥ Carlton P. Russell,
36th was declared a combat infantry regiment with more Exccutive Officer

22 38

108



Zane L Strickland Military Records

NFANTRY REGT.

than B5 percent of its personnel wearing the coveted
badge.

During the “Spearhead” Division’s five weslern
campaigns, six separate commanders led the 36th
Armored Infantry Regiment. The casually rate was even
more severe in lower echelons. Colonel Orr’s lst Battalion
went into its initial action at Villiers Fossard, Normandy,
under Lt Colonel Walter Abney. Before the unit reached
German soil, three months later, it had been commanded
by seven officers. They were: Colonel Abney, Major Paul
W. Corrigan, Captain John C. Chapman, Major Theodore
P. Mason, Captain Frank D. Hall, Captain Louis F. Plummer,
and Colonel Orr. Captain Plummer was wounded during
the first phase of the Siegfried line attack.

In the 2nd Battalion, Lt. Colonel Vincent E. Cockefair
landed at the head of his troops in Normandy and was
killed in action on ‘August 9. The records disclose that
14 succeeding officers commanded the battalion from that
time until VE day! Of these, Major Thomas G. Tousey, JI.,
and Lt. Colonel Thomas ]. Moran served longest, the lalter
fighting with his troops throughout the Roer-Rhine slug
fest, the great Padeibqu; sweep, and the steady drive to
Dessau.

Lt. Colonel Cariton P. Russell, wounded in action on
August 5, 1944, was the first combat commander of the
3rd Battalion. Eight other oificers succeeded him, with
Lt. Colonel Paul L. Fowler, and Major Robert E. Chaney
leading for the longest period of time. Major Chaney
was killed in action ten days before the "Spearhead”
Division came out of the line for the last time, at Dessau.
Major Gordon Thomas then assumed command.

Many enlisted men of the 36th Armored Infantry Reg-
iment gave their lives to bring final victory. The job of
the ""Blitz Doughs’ was not an enviable one, and yet there
was such esprit de corps among Colonel Howze's troops
that not cne man would have changed places with a tanker.
These men were the infighters of the division, the soldiers
who insured victory after the cutting edge of the armor
had slashed enemy positions. Indeed, in sireet fighting,
the armored infaniry often proceded the tanks. For all
of heavy casualties, constant fighting and fatigue, the
“Blitz Doughs’ maintained a brilliant reputation for valor.

23

Pages excerpted from the book “Spearhead In The West — 1941-1945 The Third Armored
Division” — printed by Kunst und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945
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Task Force Lovelady

Task Force Lovelady was an operational combat unit of Combat Command B of the Third
Armored Division.

It was commanded by Lt. Colonel William B. “Bert” Lovelady.

Its core was the tanks of 2nd Battalion (Reinforced) of the 33rd Armored Regiment but it
also contained varying units from:

e 36th Armored Infantry Regiment

e 703" Tank Destroyer Battalion

e 23" Armored Engineer Battalion

e 83" Armored Reconnaissance Battalion

e 3915 Armored Field Artillery Battalion

e 486™ Anti-Aircraft Battalion

e 143" Armored Signal Company

e 45" Armored Medical Battalion

Source: book “Five Stars to Victory”
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Medal, Ribbons & Citation Research

I commissioned Brandon Wiegand for the research on medals and citations. Mr. Wiegand is the author
of a series of indexes to WWII General Orders for medals and citations.

Information | provided to the researcher:

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R AR R R

Seeking:
1. Details of Bronze Star
2. Determine if he won two Bronze Stars or if the 2" Bronze Star medal the family has is a
duplicate
3. Full Military Record

Basic Information:
e Veteran's Full name, including middle name: Zane Lovidee Strickland. Note: On military
records his name appears as Zine L Strickland.
e Unit: 36" Armored Infantry Regiment, 3" Armored Division, First Army (his name and
address appears in the 36" Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory)
Group: Medical Detachment
Rank: T5
Date of birth: 12 July 1923
Place of birth: Enola Township, Faulkner County, Arkansas
Date of death: 19 January 1994
Army Service Number: 38 443 947
Social Security Account Number: 431-48-1661
Dates of service (date entered the service and date left the service):
o Entered: 9 Jan 1943
o Separation: 5 Feb 1946
Address at the time he entered the service: Vilonia, Arkansas
Address at the time he left the service: Conway, Arkansas

Known Citations / Commendations:
e Bronze Star GO 64 HQ 3" Armored Division 1945
e Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit Citation GO 54 HQ 3" Armored
Division 1945
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Ribbons:
e Good Conduct
Bronze Star GO 64 HQ 3™ Armored Division 1945
American Campaign
Europe-Africa-Middle East 1941-45
WWII Victory

Buttons / Badges / Pins:

Army Combat Medical Badge

Army Medical Corps Branch Insignia
U.S. Army Insignia

Honorable Service / Discharge

Anecdotal information related to family by Zane Lovidee Strickland (Note: subject to faded
and distorted memories of family members):

e Awarded a commendation for saving a wounded GI. The unit pushed across a river
but could not hold the advance. Zane dragged a wounded GI up under a bridge and
held off the enemy while keeping the Gl alive overnight until they made it back the
next day.

e Was trapped in a basement with a high ranking officer and a few other men. The
enemy was upstairs and all around. They later escaped.

e His position was overrun and he was captured. He and a few other GIs made a break
for it prior to being loaded onto trains eastbound into Germany. He was a POW for
only a few days.

e He started in the Army Air Corps as a gunnery instructor.

e One night he and a group of his Army Air Corps instructor buddies decided to answer
the call to volunteer for overseas duty. He thought he never would have gone overseas
if he had not volunteered.

e Was in a battle where the German soldiers were young kids.

e He was assigned to guard some POWs when the word came down: “Take no
prisoners.” He changed to being a medic after that incident.
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Family lore:

e He lied about his age to enlist.

e He started in North Africa and fought in Sicily and Italy before going ashore in
Normandy.
[Note: This assertion conflicts with his discharge and the record of his known unit, the
36™ AIR and is only possible if he transferred into the 36" after Africa and the
Mediterranean like the 3" AD’s commanding General Rose.]

War Booty / Memorabilia:

The only known item is a .38 special Smith and Wesson revolver, reputed to be his
service sidearm.

*hkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkikkhkkkikkhkkhkhkkikhkkiihkkiiikk
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Emails with researcher regarding medals and citations:

R i e

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:22 AM

To: Douglas Hackney

Subject: RE: Hackney - Zane L Strickland - 36th Armored Infantry Regiment - discharge papers

Finally found the time to pull the general order for you.

The item labeled as a Meritorious Unit Citation is a faded Distinguished Unit Citation, which was later renamed
the Presidential Unit Citation.

His second Bronze Star Medal is likely what is commonly referred to as a CIB (in this case [combat medical
badge] CMB) conversation. Any one who received the CIB, CMB or a citation for ground combat in WWII was
entitled to a Bronze Star Medal according to a change to the regulation made by General Marshall as he was
leaving office. These awards were not automatic but had to be applied for.

| tried to copy GO#54, 1945, 3rd ARM DIV as well, but it isn't in my set of general orders.

| could likely track down the general order that awarded him the CMB, but will not do so until | hear back from
you that you want me to do so.

In regards to the reference to the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment on his discharge. Strickland was a low point
man and was transferred to one of the division, in this case the 2nd Armored Division, which was staying in
Germany longer than his original division. Thus the 3rd AD went home before the 2nd AD and thus men with
high points were transferred into the 3rd AD and low point men transferred out just prior to the division's
return. This is why you traditionally find Ike Jackets with two patches on them. The patch on the wearer's left
side is their current unit of assignment and the one on the right is the one that they served with in combat.

Brandon T. Wiegand
ddaymilitaria.com

EE S S e S
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From: Douglas Hackney

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney
Subject: RE: PUC question

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 09:33:50 -0500

Brandon,
Would he qualify to wear the DUC/PUC even if he was not in service when it was awarded to his unit?

Doug

* Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:26 PM
To: Douglas Hackney

Subject: RE: PUC question

Doug,

The DUC/PUC is a permanent award to the individual when the individual was assigned to the unit during the
period that the unit was cited. If Company A, 12th Infantry was cited for the DUC for June 6, 1944 and you
served in Company A, 12th Infantry on June 6, 1944 you may continue to wear the DUC/PUC after you leave
Company A.

Brandon T. Wiegand
ddaymilitaria.com

* k kX kK %
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From: Douglas Hackney

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney
Subject: RE: PUC question

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:31:10 -0500

Brandon,
Thank you for the information.

Just to confirm, if he was issued a DUC/PUC then he must have been assigned to the unit during the period that
the unit was cited for the DUC/PUC.

Is that correct?
Thanks,
Doug

Rk S e e S

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:40 PM
To: Douglas Hackney

Subject: RE: PUC question

Doug,

The answer to your exact question is no, | was issued a PUC and several MUC when | reported to my first tactical
unit, as that is what the unit was entitled to.

Strickland was present when his unit earned the PUC, as it appears on his discharge. The only unit citation on my
discharge is a Superior Unit Citation that was awarded to my last command while | was in that command.
v/r,

Brandon T. Wiegand
ddaymilitaria.com

*khk Kk kKk ik
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From: Douglas Hackney

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney
Subject: RE: PUC question

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:45:11 -0500

Brandon,

In that case, then we definitely need to get a copy of both of the following:
GO 54 HQ 3 Armored Division 1945 — for the PUC

GO 64 HQ 3 Armored Division 1945 — for the Bronze Star

That will be the only way we can learn what both of these were for.
Thanks,

Doug
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General Order for Zane Strickland Bronze Star:
1945-05-18 3 Armored Division General Order 64
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General Order for Zane Strickland Combat Medical Badge:
1945-05-28 36™ Armored Infantry Regiment General Order 41
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Relevant Distinguished Unit Badge/Citation - Presidential Unit Citation:
Note: His record does not show he was in Europe or with the unit when this action took

place.

1945-04-30 3 Armored Division General Order 54

120

Baliwbeleiimlal~i-i=l

HEADQUARTERS THIND ARMOALD DIVIGION
AP0 253

30 1
- ) April 1945

SO . . .54 ) ZATILE HONORS

In sccordance with the provisions of WD Uirculer 333, 22 December
1943, and ae epproved by Commending Genersl, First United States Aray,
the following unite are cited for outetending performence of duty in
sction egeinst the enemy, These unite are entitled to a eitation
streamer; individuals assigned or attached are cuthoriged the award
of the Distinguished Unit Badge or Oek Leuaf Cluster thereto, whichever
ie appropriate, The citatiom follow:

MEDICAL SBECLION, THIRD BATTALION, 362H ARMORLD INFANTLY
—HECLARNT

The Medicul Section, Jrd Battalion, 36tk Arwored Infantry Kegiuent,
is cited for outmndl? perfornance of duty in asction in Germany
the period from 17 to September 1944. ughout this bitter
ment, the Medical Section, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Ipnfan ke t
labored unceasingly despiie devastating hoetile artillery, ur, and
small arms fire, administering medical ald and evacuating casualties,
Al though severcl nmembers of the section were themselves painfully wound-
ed, they denied themselves treatasent or rcet until their patieats had
been cered for. On one occasion, when an adjocent battalion was forced
back, leacving the ald station unprotected, the memberz of the gection
cont{mud their care for the wounded, realiging thut to move the patient
would have been, in cases, fa e Litter sjuads operated in the
face of intense fire between the aid steti n and advanced units, eva-
cuating casualties. Ald men moved with foremost assault units, render-
ing immediate medicel trcatment to the wounded. The unflinching courage
and superd devotion to duty displayed by the members of the Hedical
Section, 3rd Baticlion, 36%h Armorcd Infuntry fAegiment, directl; re-
sulted in the seving of meny lives, exemplifying the highest troditions
of the wmilitaxry service.
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GENERAL ORDERS #54
WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

12 July 1945

I1l_BATTLE HONORS

The 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding performance of duty in
action against the enemy in Germany during the period 12 to 22 September 1944. The 1st Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 was assigned the mission of supporting an
armored task force in its drive to smash the defenses of the Siegfried Line. Antitank-obstacles retarded
the progress of armor, and the battalion was committed to overrun strongly fortified defensive positions
overlooking the obstacles.

In 2 days of fierce fighting against a determined enemy the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry
Regiment, succeeded in overpowering enemy defenses and penetrating the first fortified belt of the West
Wall. Over difficult terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fighting force then attacked to force
a bridgehead through the second belt of dragon's teeth. Vigorous hostile action was counterbalanced by
an insuperable urge to close with and destroy the enemy wherever found.

Against tremendous odds the battalion succeeded in establishing a bridgehead and for 3 days repulsed
vigorous enemy counterattacks launched against it in an effort to break the battalion's foothold north of
the dragon's teeth on critical terrain. On 18 September 1944, after infantry elements on the left and right
failed to advance, the 1st Battalion was given the vital mission of withdrawing from its salient and
attacking the strongly fortified town of Munsterbusch. Its fighting spirit undimmed, the 1st Battalion
withdrew under pressure and launched the assault. The enemy poured deadly fire into its ranks inflicting
severe losses on the attackers. The enemy fought savagely which often resulted in hand-to-hand combat.
Despite enormous losses incurred in this offensive the 1st Battalion allowed the enemy no respite.
Defending the town stubbornly the enemy employed tank, mortar, artillery, and automatic weapons fire
and fanatically held their positions until either killed or overpowered by unrelenting pressure.

During the period 12 to 22 September 1944 the 1st Battalion demonstrated extraordinary heroism and
exhibited gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in overcoming unusually difficult and hazardous
conditions.

The unconquerable spirit displayed by the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment in attack
missions against important objectives made-possible more deadly blows against the enemy on German
soil.
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The Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding
performance of duty in action in Germany during the period 17 to 21 September 1944. Throughout this
bitter engagement, the Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36ti Armored Infantry Regiment, labored
unceasingly despite devastating hostile artillery, mortar, and small-arms fire, administering medical aid
and evacuating casualties. Although several members of the section were painfully wounded, they
denied themselves treatment or rest until their patients had been cared for. On one occasion, when an
adjacent battalion was forced back leaving the aid station unprotected, the members of the section
continued their, care for the wounded, realizing that to move the patients would have been, in many
cases, fatal. Litter squads operated in the face. of intense fire between the aid station and advanced units,
evacuating casualties. Aid men moved with foremost assault units, rendering immediate medical
treatment to the wounded.

The unflinching courage and superb devotion to duty displayed by the members of the Medical Section,
3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, resulted directly in the saving of many lives,
exemplifying the highest traditions of the military service.
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DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION

The following units of the 3rd Armored Division were awarded the DISTINGUISHED
UNIT CITATION for hercism in action against the enemy in Europe.
MEDICAL SECTION, 1ST BATTALION, 32ND ARMORED REGIMENT, at Ranes and
Fromentel, France, on 14 to 17 Augusi, 1944.
FORWARD ECHELON AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, SRD ARMORED DIVISION,
with altached personnel of the 143RD ARMORED SIGNAL COMPANY, in France and
Belgium, on 26 August to 4 September, 1344.
RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY, 32ND ARMOHRED REGIMENT, at Mons, Belgium, on
3 1o 4 September, 1944.
9ND BATTALION, 32ND ARMORED REGIMENT, at Nutheim, the Siegfried Line, Germany,
on 11 {o 13 September, 1944,

1ST BATTALION, 36TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Munsterbusch, the Sieg-
fried Line, Germany, on 12 to 22 September, 19844,

MEDICAL SECTION, 3RD BATTALION, 38TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Stol-
berg, Germany, on 17 to 21 September, 1944.

1ST BATTALION, 33RD ARMORED REGIMENT, (Less Companies “B” and "C", and 3rd
Platoon, Company “A” with “F“ and "I" Companies) at Hastenrath and Scherpenseel,
Germany, on 16 to 18 November, 13844,

COMPANY “A', 36TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Echtz, Germany, on 10 io
13 December, 1944,

COMPANY “C", 36TH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT, at Obergeich and Hoven,
Germany, on 10 to 13 December, 1944,
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Capture and Escape

Zane Strickland’s son, Rick Strickland, relates a story of Zane Strickland’s group being
overrun and hiding in a cellar with a senior officer.

The story says that they were captured by Germans but quickly escaped.

*hkkkhkkkkhkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkikkkhkkhkkkhkikkhkkikkkkik

Combat command B, after action report 1945-04:

Task Force Lovelady combat trail poster:
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45" Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04:

ippendix Koo 1 to Alber Aotiom Report, ig, 40th Armd Sed im, APV 233,
USs Army, APril,18948(0ont'd),

() Is TOEHAU, the compsny was brought together and set up
facilities for troabting casualties from the expeoted counter-atincits.
In the subsejuent sstiom, twe alid ebtationg end 3 wmbulencus wers overrum
and eaptured for 24 hours.

*hkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkkhkkhhkkhkkhhkkhhkkhkihkkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkihkkihkkhkihkkikkiikkiik

From the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109

On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the infantry and armored aid stations,
moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central position among our widely dispersed
troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and terrifying hours of the war were about to
begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the devastating hand of conflict.

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we
settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his
headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the
town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops,
experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which
buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came
first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a
small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep
liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured
arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas
gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly
injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who
shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained
throughout the ordeal.

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in
two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and
served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of
a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the
barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand
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grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the
face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the
holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no
further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry
company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge,
hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small
portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the
basement until dawn.

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling
than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of
the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another
small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company,”
there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter.

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding
an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information
was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that
office again.

Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with
apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their
defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which
was sure to come.

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a
route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with
considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started
back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver.

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the
western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think
that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the
strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90
millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender.

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically
unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners
under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early
dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German
chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too,
was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper
than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over.
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In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and
decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded
them.

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to
consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing
directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in.

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the
German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured.

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction,
a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery.

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a
safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established.

* Kk %

Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd.
Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945

Roberts, A. Eaton

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949
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Liberation of Nordhausen / Mittelbau-Dora Camps

Vil asaux UL Vuvixs

Although the taking of Nordhausen did not
constitute the heaviest fighting of April 11, that city

GI evamines tail fin of V-2 bomb in underground factory in Nord-
hausen Germany.
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will live forever in the memories of 3rd Armored
Division soldiers as a place of horror. The Ameri-
cans couldn’t believe their eyes. It is all very well
to read of a Maidenck, but no written word can

" properly convey the atmosphere of such a charnel

house, the unbearable stench of decomposing bodies,
the sight of live human beings, starved 'to pallid
skeletons, lying cheek by jow! with the ten-day dead.

Two task forces of Brigadier General Truman
E. Boudinot’s Combat Command “B” drove into
Nordhausen practically together. They were the
assault elements of Colonel John C. Welborn and
Lt. Colonel William B. Lovelady. General Boudinot
himself was among the first to enter the compound
of Nordhausen’s slave extermination camp, the for-
mer Caserne Boelcke. What he saw will go down
in history as one of the greatest outrages against
humanity in the entire war of German disregard for
the rights and dignities of man.

Camp Nordhausen had been bombed by allied
airplanes, buit it was not bomb damage which so
sickened the general and his troops as they viewed
the remains of the Nazi institution. Hundreds of
corpses lay sprawled over the acres of the big com-
pound. More hundreds filled the great barracks. They
lay in contorted heaps, half stripped, mouths gaping
in the dirt and straw: or, they were piled naked,
like cordwood, in the corners and under the stair-
ways.

Everywhere among the dead were the living—
emaciated, ragged shapes whose fever-bright eyes
waited passively for the release of death. Over all
the area clung the terrible odor of decomposition
and, like a dirge of forlorn hope, the combined cries

-of these unfortunates rose and fell in weak undula-

tions. It was a fabric of moans and whimpers, of
delirium and outright madness. Here and there a
single shape tottered about, walking slowly, like a
man dreaming.

There was no hope for many of the prisoners in
this place. Major Martin L. Sherman, a medical
officer, estimated that although the army’s medical
facilities would be immediately put to use there was
little chance of more than half the patients surviving.
They were so far gone in the depths of starvation
that death was a matter of hours. A number of
those who had not starved had been shot by SS
troopers when they attempted to run for cover dur-
ing the air bombardment. They were, in a way,
lucky.

The highly efficient German herrenvolk who
caused the situation at Nordhausen and Dora, which
was a place several kilometers to the north, were
acting out a clearly defined program. These pri-
soners were political enemies of the Third Reich,
German as well as other European nationals. They
were men like Peter Hahn, a German communist,

who had been a constant inmate of his country’s
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concentration camps for eight years; like Pole
Leitner, a Hungarian electrician, who was dying
from the ravages of tuberculosis. They were four-
teen year old boys and aged men. They were mem-
bers of the French Intelligence, Bclgians, Poles,
Russians—a very babel of tongues and nations, all
dying together in the filth and dirt of their own
dysentry.

Guarded by SS troops who delighted in beating
the prisoners, these men had slept in three-decker
wooden bunks, three men in each tier. Now every
other man was a sunken corpse and, often as not,
his neighbor in the same bed still lived and had the
strength to move his eyes, slowly and wonderingly.

This was according to plan. The prisoners had
worked —had dragged themselves to labor on V-1
and V-2 assembly lines although they were starving
on a diet of four ounces of black bread and a small
amount of thin soup each day. They worked be-
cause the SS had a cure for slackers or alleged sabo-
teurs. At Dora they hanged 32 men one day and
forced the entire garrison to watch. The prisoners
then hauled their comrades to German cremation
ovens.

The ovens were a very important fixture at Dora.
The bodies came in by truciloads, stripped of all
clothing, and were dumped on the ground. When
crematoriums were full a pyre was constructed out-
side: first a tier of bodies, then a layer of dry wood:
more bodies, and kerosene. They burned weil
enough for the SS and it didn’t matter to them if a
few bones were left. In fact, the SS wasn’t at all
partial: when one of their own men died, he too
was shovelled into the oven.

The camp at Dora was elaborate. While Nord-
hausen was merely a barracks area from which the
men were marched to work each morning at 4 A. M.,
Dora was a factory in itself. There were two parallel
tunnels driven into the side of a hill there for a
distance of almost two miles. Numbers of crossing
tunnels and two separate levels were packed solidly
with precision machinery. Here, the slave labor
turned out quantities of V-1 and V-2 weapons, many
of which were intact when CC “B” clements arrived
to halt production. Robot bombs were an old story
to “Spearhead” troops, but the more unfamiliar
V-2 was of interest. They found the weapon to be
shaped like a huge cigar with fins, jo feet long. It
had a huge, mushroom shaped engine and an electri-
cian’s nightmare of wiring. V-3, according to pri-
soners, was also undergoing experiments at Dora,
but few of the political prisoners were assigned to
its development. Those who were put on V-3 manu-
facture, according to eye-witness- accounts, were
segregated and finally murdered to preserve the
secret of that which they had seen.

The arrival of American troops was miraculous
to the half-crazed and starved slave laborers. At
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Nordhausen -Hell-Hole

...... You'd never forget the look in their eyes. It was almost enough to make up for
all the weary days and the fear and the hell of battle. They were so thankful to the

liberators, and they looked at the Yanks with that special gaze reserved for deities . .
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A league of nations of forced laborers head for home.
Freed by the Third Armored drive.
German tank-destroyer meets "Spearhead” tank. Alles

kaput for Jerryl
Hostile machine gun fire downed this yank.
Hitler said: "Give me five years and you will not

recognize Germany again.” He was right.

Dora, hysterically happy men attempted to lift Lt.
Herbert Gontard to their shoulders. Although the
lieutenant was a slim young man, the weakened
laborers couldn’t lift him.

Nordhausen and Dora were efficient in a char-
acteristic Nazi way, but to the shocked eyes of
American fighting men, the camps were the most
complete condemnation of Hitlerism yet exposed.
The tankers of the 3rd were in a savage mood as
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More of the foolhardy Hitler Yugend find their dreams collapsing.

/

they went on to the final battles.

While Brigadier General Doyle O. Hickey,
chewing savagely on his pipe, surveyed the gagging
horror of Nordhausen, his old elite Combat Com-
mand “A” took Herzburg, reducing a strong road
block in the process. Combat Command “Reserve”
also battered ahead.

Advance elements crashed through Sangerhausen
on April 12, and by the following day had reached
the Saale River. Here again all bridges were thor-
oughly blown. The ground flattened perceptively
as the “Spearhead” Division left the choppy, wood-
ed Harz Mountains to the left rear.

Eisleben was declared an open city as the flying
spearheads neared it, but on the outskirts, at Pol-
leben, a British prisoner of war camp was overrun
and some 430 Englishmen liberated. It had been a
long wait for the Britons, some of whom had been
prisoners since the debacle of Dunkirk, the Nor-
wegian campaign, Africa and Crete.

To the long confined British, Yank super-abund-
ance of equipment was a dreamed-of miracle. Said
one Caprain in amazement: “ You chaps have enough
materiel in this convoy to reach Berlin!”

It was a great day for the erstwhile prisoners.
Traditionally reserved English officers and enlisted
men broke down and cheered as the battle group
formations thundered through town. An airborne
infantry major summed it up: “We knew you were
coming, but when that first Sherman tank rolled
over the hill I was so happy I cried.”

Division elements crossed the Saale on two
bridges built by Colonel Foster’s combat engineers
on the night of April 13-14. In spite of increasing
opposition, the tanks and infantry of Task Force
Welborn lanced straight out into the blue. They

Source: book “Spearheading In The West” pages 147 - 150
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Mittelbau-Dora in the National Socialist Concentration Camp System

Mittelbau-Dora is a prototypical example of forced labour by concentration camp inmates,
and thus of a new camp type within the National Socialist concentration camp system —a
type not represented by other concentration camp memorials. Between 1943 and 1945, some
60,000 persons from nearly all the countries of Europe, above all the Soviet Union, Poland
and France, were deported to the Harz Mountains as concentration camp inmates to perform
forced labour for the German armament industry. One in three of them died.

“Dora” was founded in the summer of 1943 as a subcamp of Buchenwald concentration
camp when the rocket production activities carried out at Peenemiinde were relocated to
tunnel facilities near Nordhausen to protect them from air attacks. Other armament projects
soon followed: in 1944/45, tens of thousands of concentration camp inmates were deployed
for forced labour in the construction of underground aircraft factories and fuel plants. To
accommodate them, the SS established new subcamps which in the autumn of 1944 were
consolidated with the Dora camp to form the independent Mittelbau concentration camp.
The Mittelbau network consisted of nearly forty camps located throughout the Harz
Mountains.

Source: https://www.buchenwald.de/en/29/
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Dora - Mittelbau/Nordhausen
Concentration Camp

Dora — Mittelbau also known Dora-Nordhausen was a concentration camp in the Harz Mountains, three miles
from Nordhausen, Saxony, in Germany.

The Dora-Mittelbau camp was first mentioned on 27 August 1943
as an external unit of the Buchenwald concentration camp. On 28
October 1944 it became a major concentration camp in its own
right, with twenty-three branches, most of them in the vicinity, inside
a restricted military area.

Following Hitler's August 22 1943 order for SS-Reichsfluhrer
Heinrich Himmler to use concentration camp workers for A-4

| production, 107 inmates arrived at Nordhausen from Buchenwald
on August 28, 1943, followed by 1,223 on September 2. Workers
from Peenemiinde departed on October 13, 1943.

The Lutherplatz in the town of Nordhausen Originally called Block 17/3 Buchenwald, the SS administration
ordered Dora to be politically separated from Buchenwald at the
end of September 1944 and to become the center of Konzentrationslager Mittelbau (Concentration Camp Central
Construction). In effect, the camp became operational on November 1, 1944 with 32,471 Mittelbau prisoners of
many nationalities.

The SS used the Boelcke Kaserne, a former barracks in
Nordhausen city, as a dumping ground for hopeless prisoner
cases. Thousands of prisoners were transferred to Dora-Mittelbau,
mostly from Buchenwald and they were put to work excavating
underground tunnels that were to serve as the site of a huge plant
for the manufacture of V-2 missiles and other arms.

The original plan of excavation and tunnelling provided for two long
tunnels that would parallel through the mountain from north to
south and be connected by forty-six smaller tunnels. By 1943 the
government research firm WIFO had completed Tunnel B and had
partially finished the Tunnel A opening on the northern side of the
hill.

Entrance to the tunnels at Nordhausen

The project yielded an excellent site for underground rocket production in the two main tunnels — each 1,800
meters long and 12 and a half meters wide — and twenty-three connecting tunnels. The Germans used the main
tunnels for rocket testing. Railroad tracks ran the length of the tunnel, with sufficient space remaining at the side
for huge pieces of machinery. The Junkers company used the small northern section to manufacture airplane
engines.

Until the plant was put into operation, in the late spring of 1944, the ten thousand prisoners working on the site
had no living quarters and were housed inside the tunnels, under unbearable conditions, deprived of daylight and
fresh air for weeks at a time. They had to work at a murderous pace, in twelve-hour shifts, in very unsanitary
conditions and lack of security precautions led to a mortality rate much higher than that in any other concentration
camp in Germany.
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Only after production began was a camp of wooden barracks
constructed in Dora — Mittelbau, to which the prisoners were transferred
in the summer of 1944. That autumn, when maximum production was
attained in the camp, Dora-Mittelbau had a permanent prison population
{ in the main camp of over twelve thousand, with another twenty thousand
in the satellite camps.

When construction was completed and the plant went into operation,
thousands of Jewish prisoners from various countries were brought
to Dora-Mittelbau. They were treated with great brutality and were
assigned the most physically exacting jobs, their mortality rate was
higher than that of any other group of prisoners.

Tunnel - A One of the two parallel

tunnels Jewish prisoners who were exhausted
and could not keep pace with the work
were sent to Auschwitz and Mauthausen, in special transports, to be killed there.

The first group of prisoners sent to Dora-Mittelbau from Buchenwald included
several individuals who had been active in the underground organisation in that
camp. Together with other groups of prisoners of various nationalities, they formed
an underground while Dora- Mittelbau was still under construction, in order to
sabotage the work and slow it down.

When production began in 1944, the sabotage operations were intensified,
seriously damaging the manufacturing process and upsetting the timetable for the
delivery of the weapons desperately needed by the Nazis, as the tide of war
turned against them.

Although most of the prisoners were men, a few women were held in the Dora Section of V2 rocket being
Mittelbau camp and in the Grol3 Werther subcamp. Only one woman guard is now constructed at Dora-
known to have served in Dora, Lagerflihrerin Erna Petermann. Regardless of Mittelbau

gender, all prisoners were treated with extreme cruelty, which caused illness,
injuries and deaths.

S Examples of the cruelty routinely inflicted on prisoners include: severe
P Dbeatings that could permanently disable and/or disfigure the victims,

™ deliberate and life-threatening starvation, physical and mental torture as
#¥ \ell as summary execution under the smallest pretext.

Large numbers of prisoners were jailed on charges of sabotage; many
L. were killed during their interrogations or were subsequently executed.
" More than two hundred prisoners, including several of the underground
leaders were hanged in public.

On 1 April 1945 the Nazis began the evacuation of the camp, within
several days most of the prisoners had been taken out, with the majority
transferred to Bergen-Belsen.

Dead & dying prisoners found at

Nordhausen
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Thousands were murdered en-route, at one point near the village of
Gardelegen, several thousand prisoners — mostly Jews — were crowded
into a barn that was set on fire, burning them all to death.

Others succumbed to disease after they reached Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp on the very eve of liberation. On 25 March
1945 Dora-Mittelbau and its satellites contained 34,500 prisoners.

The camp was liberated on 9 April 1945 by the American forces, who

found only a handful of prisoners there. Between 7 August and 31

December 1947, an American Military Tribunal, which was independent

of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg, tried nineteen former

staff members of the Dora- Mittelbau, fifteen were found guilty. Bodies laid out for mass burial at Dora-
Mittelbau

The commandants of Dora — Mittelbau were SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Otto

% Foerschmer, and SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Richard Baer, who was also
commandant at Auschwitz. Other notable camp personnel were Karl Fritzsch

who also served at Auschwitz and Flossenburg, Karl Hoecker, who was at

Majdanek and Auschwitz, Franz Hossler, who served at Auschwitz, Dachau

and Bergen-Belsen, Dr Karl Kahr, who also served Dachau and

i Buchenwald, Alois Kurz, who also served at Majdanek and Auschwitz, Max

. Sell who served at Ravensbruck and Auschwitz, Dr Eduard Wirths, who was

in charge of all physicians at Auschwitz.

# The protective-custody camp leader, SS-Obersturmfuhrer Hans Karl Moeser,
“ was sentenced to death by hanging. In his trial statement said:

Sixteen of the nineteen defendants
on trial for war crimes at Dora-
Mittelbau

“The same way, with the same pleasure, as you shoot deer, | shoot a human
being. When | came to the SS and had to shoot the first three persons, my
food didn’t taste good for three days, but today it is a pleasure. It is a joy for

me.

The other defendants received sentences that ranged from five years to life imprisonment.

Source: http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/dora.html
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By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the
site of a notorious concentration camp.

The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its
gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been
burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and
tolerated these dens of mass murder.

Source: book “Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady”
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KLEISSINGEN
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/ING CONDITIONS IN TUNNELS OF DORA

Source: “Dora — Nordhausen War Crimes Trial” book
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Zane Strickland’s unit was in Nordhausen at time of the newsreel filming:

&3 APr = 3V AP - SANGEHLAL TN, ©

{3) Company "5";

LARBULG, GilmaY

1 ipr = 1 Apr =

2 pr - 2 ipr - STININ, "
3 Apr - 8 Apr - HAMBORM, "
T Apr = 7 Apr - FROMEHAUSNE,
8 Apr = 10 Apr - LANGENTHAL, *
11 Apr = 12 Apr - BORDHAUGEN,
i3 Apr - 14 apr - LABITZ, "
18 Apr - 23 Apr - TURNAU, "
&4 Apr - 30 Apr - SANGEREAZN

h. 22&3 R, Following Combat Command "S" n :U:.a ﬂ.;ht toward the
REZER RIVIE, Company "B® split its compuny into two sesticms, ome trailing
each tagk force. Heslstence was stromg until troopa got aver the river.
{moe peross task forees tconbtinued to roll aliead end by 10 Apru.. Gonpany
“B” nad bivousced im NORLHAUSEN. Their principle job hers was ©9 taike cars of
200 emaciatsd politionl prisoners iz the Infemous Hordhausem Jonosntration
Camp, Conditioms here were hideous beymd keliaf sad many & American
soldiers, for the firet time saw revealed the imhumen svils of Hasieme
Task foroe trsatueut statlons Back up the mareh the next day, trailing
charging tanks through SANGRHAUGAN, SISLARKIN, adrosa the SAALE Rl VER,
evenbually resshing TURNAY om 14 Aprile

(1) % Armored Uivislon forves had outdistanced sunporting
9th Pivisiom Infantry, stretched itz supply lines to a this elastie,
and finally were held up by the KULDE LIVER.

Source: 45" Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04
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Still frame of Zane Strickland from newsreel — National Archives reel 111 ADC 3961:
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The “MGP” on his helmet is for “Military Government Police,” in his case a provisional
assignment. This would appear on his orders as: "Provisional Military Government Police
Force Detachment”

This matches the history as told by his son, Rick Strickland, that he was first assigned to
guard duty before switching to the medics.

Home / M1 Helmets / MGP Marked Fixed Bail

MGP MARKED FIXED BAIL

$750.00

WWII Fixed Bail Helmet marked with the letters MGP. MGP stood for Military Government

Police.

In the ETO, soldiers served on temporary duty with the Military Government, an agency of
U.S. Army Civil Affairs. These men enforced curfew and blackout rules, kept civilians from
obstructing military traffic, guarded dumps of captured enemy material, protected financial
institutions, and hunted down hidden enemy soldiers and weapons caches. They also

helped root out suspected collaborators.

The helmet itself is an early Fixed Bail with cast brass buckles and heat number 240A. The
liner is a rare MSA liner which shows the same amount of wear as the shell but has no MGP

marking.

Out of stock

SKU: m1-001

Category: M1 Helmets

Source:

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?qg=cache:1hDopfN5yvoJ:wwiidropzone.com/

product/mgp-marked-fixed-bail/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&qgl=us
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This still is taken from:

National Archives Reel
111 ADC 3961

3rd Armored Division Segment

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/17763

Liberation of the
Dora - Mittelbau/Nordhausen

Concentration Camp

Nordhausen, Saxony, Germany

143



Zane L Strickland Military Records

National Archives meta data card for newsreel 111 ADC 3961

Sienel Corps ADC 3961

117 SOURCE: AFCF (M-1608-1610) Card 2 of 2
ADC  FILM: ARCH & APC MP, 814' ea Silent
961 =2
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LIB 5567 - SLAVE LABOR CAMP

Nordhausen, Germany - 1l April 45
LS, Pan, destroyed buildings of prison camp area. CU, dead bodies lying in
prison area. MSs, CUs, some of the cadaverous-looking prisoners.
Excellent scenes, US medics and MPs of the 3rd Armored Div, FUSA, carry the
sick and dying prisoners out of the camp. Seq: Emaciated man seated on ground
is helped onto litter by US medics. The man is crying and clasping his hands in
thankful prayer. Short scene, unidentified US Brig Gen speaks to internees.
Ext CU, Pan emaciated prisoners seated amid rubble. VS, liberated prisoners
eating and talking. Ints, emaciated victims lying in barracks amid corpses.
CU, starved prisoner eating an egg. VS, US medics lead or carry extremely
emaciated prisoners from the bldg. MS, loaded ambulances pull out of area.
(Note: The Nordhausen concentration camp showed the most horrible examples
of Ndzi brutality. Hundreds of emaciated bodies covered the filthy barracks floors.
More than 2, 000 Russian, French, Italian, Belgian and Polish captives lived under
these conditions.) Record Group 111
Accession Number III-NAV-21Q

ARMY PICTORIAL CENTER, 35-11 35th Ave., LIC 1, NY ERBS/lzw
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Service Dates & ASR audit

Dates of service:

induction 2-Jan-43 Little Rock, AR

active service 9-Jan-43

departure 9-Mar-45

arrival 21-Mar-45

departure 19-Jan-46

arrival 29-Jan-46

discharge 5-Feb-46

length of service years  months days
continental 2 2 6
foreign 0 10 21

Advanced Service Rating (ASR) Score

2-Sep-45 48
EDate 1/2/1943
LDate 9/2/1945
1/9/1943 to 1/9/1945 24
1/9/1945 to 9/2/1945 8
32
Calculated ASR discharge
service months @ 9/1945 32
overseas months @ 9/1945 6
medals 5
campaigns 5
children 0
48
ASR Scoring:

1. Month in service =1 pt

2. Month in service overseas =1 pt

3. Combat award (including medal and battle stars) =5 pts
note that campaign stars worn on theater ribbons =5 pts
4. Dependent child under 18 = 12 pts

Sources:

Dates: Army discharge
ASR Scoring: http://www.custermen.com/AtTheFront/Points.htm

145



Zane L Strickland Military Records

146



Zane L Strickland Military Records

Zane Strickland Army Discharge

@rmyp of the United States
Bonorable BDischarge
This is to Certify. That zine L.Stzickland 38 4L3 9.7

Tocal Board 71

Paulkner CountyOLZ

Feb 6 1946 001
The Armory
Vonway

Techaician-fifthe Crade Medical Detachment. llst

wracred

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES
is hereby Honorably Discharged from the military service of the United States of America.
This certificate is awarded as a testimonial of Honest and Faithful Service to this country.

wnfantry.

Regiment

Arkansas

Givenat_Separation-Center Lump Chaffee ixkansa
Date_..5_February 1946 U P Spaulding Major lnf
— CENLISTED RECORD-ANL -REFPORT OF -SEPARATION —

HONORABLE DISCHARGE

1. LAST NAME FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 2. ARMY SERIAL NO, 3. GRADE 4. ARM OR SERVICE 5. COMPONENT
Strickland Zine L 38 L43 947 Tec MD AUS
6. ORGANIZATION 7. DATE OF SEFARATION 8. PLACEOF SEPARATION  Separation —enter
Med Det 4lst Inf flegt 5 Feb 46 Camp Chaffee Arkansas
5. PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES 10, DATE OF BIRTH 11, PLACE OF BIRTH
» e T ~A - F /
810 Monroe St Conway Faulkner Co wk 13 Jul 23 ~nola Ark
12. ADDRESS FROM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT 13, COLOR EYES[14, COLOR HAIR| 15. HEIGHT 16. WEIGHT |17 NO. DEPEND,,
veed Blue Brown 519n 1 6Q5s. none
78, RACE [7s: WARITAL STATUS [20._U.S. CITIZEN | 21. CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND NO.
WHITE [NEGRO |OTHER (specify) [SINGLE(MARRIED | OTHER (specify) YES NO I
X | T l XI I K5 l X I Farm Hand General 33%6.10
MILITARY HISTORY
22, DATE OF INDUCTION 23, DATE OF ENLISTMENT 24, DATE OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE | 25, PLACE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE
2 Jdan 9 < anWks Little “ock #rk
SELECTIVE ’ 27, LOCAL 5.5. BOARD NO.[ 28. COUNTY AND STATE 29, HOME ADDRESS AT TIME OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE
Faulkne r ank Rt 1 Vilonia Faulkmer Co Ark
30. MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO.

Driver Half lrach 931 Medical Badge

31, MILITARY QUALIFICATION AND DATE (i.c., infantry, aviation and marksmanship badges, etc.)

32, BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

Cent ral Eurcpe = A X 3

—————

'/\

33. DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS ([ on1d \jar 11 \/ictory Ribbon iood conduct kedal

merican

heate

Ribbon. fheater Ribbon and “ne bronze vervice Star Distinguished Unit Badge
GO 54 H d armd VPiv 45 Brongze Star Medal GO 64 lg 3d Armd *iv L5
34, WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ACTION
llone
35, LATEST IMMUNIZATION DATES 36, SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. AND RETURN
SMALL POX TYPHOID TETANUS OTHER UN‘@ DATE OF DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE OF ARRIVAL
cho <Yaughl o
28 Nov 45 |6Febk5 7 feblhh A r L55 8 dar L5 EALS 21 “ar b5
37, TOTAL LENGTH OF SERVICE 38. HIGHEST GRADE HELD |
CONTINENTAL SERVICE FOREIGN SERVICE - P r
YEARS |MONTHS | DAYS | YEARS |MONTHS| DAYS 19 Jan 46 us 29 Jan 46
2 2 (¢} ol /0| M Tec 5
39. PRIOR SERVICE
None
40. REASON AND AUTHORITY FOR SEPARATION
Convnof Govt REl-1 Demoblization AR 615-365 15 Yec 44
41, SERVICE SCHOOLS ATTENDED A2, EDUCATION (Years)
Grammar [ High Sehool
v (e} .
PAY DATA
TY FOR PAY PURPOSES 44, OUT PAY E-S. SOLDIER DEPOSITS| 46, TRAVEL PAY | 47, TOTAL AMOUNT, NAME OF DISBURSING OFFICER
pm DN S 2 o —
3 A% L|s 300 s 100 none |s 7 10 170.82 F AJ FU
INSURANCE NOTICE
| IMPORTANT IF PREMIUM IS NOT PAID WHEN DUE OR WITHIN THIRTY ONE DAYS THEREAFTER, INSURANCE WILL LAPS: ECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE
TO THE TREASURER OF THE U, 8. AND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS SUBDIVISION, VETERANS ADMINISTRA' IGTON 25, D, C,
l 13 it [ WOWPAID | 50 Eliestve Onie of Alletment 51, Dste of Next Premiom Jus 52, PRENIUM 53, INTENTIGN OF VETERAN
Nat.Serv. | US. Govt. [ None [Allotment Di‘r,«l to . (One month after 50) EACK uonTH Continue | Continue Only | Discontinue
A
x X 28 _eb L6 31 Kar 46 i Oi0DD X s
54, @ | 55. REMARKS (This space for completion of above items or entry of other items specified in W. D. Directives)
H
3 Lapel Button Issued
5 A5R 3core (2 Sep LS) L8
H Inactive Ser e FRec from 2 Jan 43 to 8 Jan 43
3
z
z

56. SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED
Zine L

57. PERSONNEL OFFICER (Type name, grade and organization signature)
Strickland N B Snod grass lst Lt aC

This form supersedes Gl previous editions of
WD AGO Forms 53 and 55 for enlisted persons
entitled to an Honorable Discharge, which
will not be used after recelpe of this revision.

WD AGO FORM 53-55
1 November 1944

L850 la

W/
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3 ‘ B O B L 2.

Filed for tecord the 6 day of Februa ¥ AD 1946 and recorded in book 4 page

State of ?b.’:nena 522,
Y ss. J W Jac son clerk
Covity of Faulkner

T, dagkson. Circenit. Clerk.and.Bx.Q.£i6i0-F 4
5

2 i}
G e W s

in and for said County do hereby Certify that the above and foregoing is a full, true, and complete copy of the original Certificate of Discharge

issued to. Zine. L.Strickland
as the same appears of record in my office on Page 522 Book L
~ ‘.\‘. »
%, WITNESS My Hand and Seal of the......Cir.cuit..Cler.k of said

County at Conway..Arkansas thi 9 day of

.APD. 19 l"é

2

Recorder
Deputvy

OR

— OF—

Honorable

ISCHARGE

FILED

e e PRSP - o e e = — =
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Zane Strickland Birth Certificate

Note the “Name changed by affidavit 8/28/51” notation on the birth certificate:

STATE OF ARKANSAS
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

1. PLACE OF BIRTH STATE OF ARKANSAS

‘ y
County of [ b/ O State Board of Health
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His given name at birth was Lovidee Zane Strickland but he went by Zane Lovidee
Strickland all of his adult life and legally changed it to that after the war.
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WWII Photos From Strickland Family Archives:

Date unknown

Location unknown

Presumed to be the journey to Europe 9 March — 21 March 1945 as the journey back to the
U.S. after the war was in January and it is unlikely the men would be topside during that
time of year.
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Date unknown
Location unknown
Zane Strickland in the middle, seated
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Date unknown
Location unknown
Note the 3@ Armored Division insignia on the helmet:
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Date unknown
Location unknown

Notes:

e The graphic on the sign, which is difficult to make out, refers to the 3rd Armored
Division's (3rd AD) nickname of the "Spearhead."

e The "OZARK" refers to the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, (36th AIR) which was
part of the 3rd AD.

e "Ozark™ was the radio call sign of the 36th AIR. All except two call signs in the 3rd
AD began with the letter O.

o "Blue" refers to a segment of the 36th AIR. | do not know the level of segmentation
but my best guess is battalion. | found other 36th AIR photos with "Ozark Red" so |
am deducing that the battalion components of the 36th AIR used color designations.

e "Litter Squads" refers to the men who carried the wounded back from the front lines
to the medical stations.
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Date unknown
Location unknown

The 3" Armored Division was assigned to occupy Frankfurt, Germany after the war, so this
location may have been there.

Ironically, Douglas Hackney’s mother-in-law, Antje Hofmann Stant, lived in Frankfurt at
this time as a young girl. She has fond memories of the U.S. soldiers who occupied the city.

It is possible that their two paths crossed during this period.
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Date unknown
Location unknown

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a
shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S.

A second major responsibility of [Southern Defense Command ] was the training of soldiers
prior to their deployment overseas.

[Southern Defense Command ] headquarters was co-located with the existing Third Army
headquarters at Fort Sam Houston [in San Antonio, Texas].

SDC's operational region covered the states of New MexicoTexas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas,Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and the western half of the Florida
Panhandle.

Source: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Defense_Command
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Date unknown
Location unknown

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a
shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S.

| have been unable to identify the location or the right shoulder patch.
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Date: 5 July 1945
Location: Probably in or around Frankfurt, Germany
He was a week shy of his 22" birthday in this photo.
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Army Medical Corps Branch Insignia

34 Armored Division, 15t Army

Bronze Star

Good Conduct

i . Europe-Africa-Middle East
Campaign 1941-45

The 3" Armored Division patch in this photo was the key to unlocking all of this
information. A friend identified the unit by that patch. That led to identifying the 36"
Armored Infantry Division and its personnel directory.
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Zane Strickland Medals, Pins and Ribbons

American Campaign

Bronze Star

Good Conduct

Army Medical Corps
Branch Insignia

Army Combat
Medical Badge

ifi
1

Europe-Aftica-
Middle East
Campaign 1941-45

| YA Victory

Meritorious Unit
Citation

i

J
. ‘- “

Bronze . U.S. Army Insignia
Star , : Presidential Unit Citation

R Merchant Marine Honorable Service

B Bronze Star |

Good Conduct :
Good Conduct

==
LU 1)

e =
Honorable Service / Discharge

Star L : o

A

Bronze Star

Notes:

e We Dbelieve the Merchant Marine Honorable service pin is from his father, Isaac Edgar
“Jack” Strickland, who served in the Merchant Marines during the war.

e Since making this image several years ago we have determined that the Meritorious
Unit Citation is a faded copy of the Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit
Citation.
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Narratives and Unit Histories

The following are from the period when Zane Strickland was with these units.

*hkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkhhkhkkhkhkkhhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkkikhkik

Excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory”
25 March 1945 to 24 April 1945

Here was the storied Rhine, its splendor enhanced by a beautiful backdrop of majestic mountains
sprinkled with ancient castles. No wonder this fabled land had been the inspiration of poets and
musicians through the centuries! These sights puzzled us in Germany, for we could never understand
how such a scenic, fertile country could yield such a ferocious population of war-makers.

Winding around steep trails we drove inland for several miles, bivouacking in fields torn intermittently
by enemy artillery. By nightfall we had learned that our final objective was Altenkirchen, and that we
would attack on the 25th of March.

When we sprung into action at 0430 in the morning, we found that friendly troops had not yet reached
our supposed line of departure. Passing through them anyway, we were held up temporarily by mines.
Reaching the starting point, "D" company, in the lead, lost two tanks almost immediately to mines. This
was a day of heavy slugging, each man giving his utmost to put a dent in the opponent's lines. By 8
o'clock in the evening, we had punctured the inner ring of defense a distance of six miles, a gain greater
than had been made in the First Army's sector during the past week. "D" company had lost three tanks,
little enough for destroying two enemy tanks, four anti-tank and three self-propelled guns, seven trucks,
three artillery pieces with their prime-movers, and two flak guns, besides capturing ninety-five
prisoners! Task Force Lovelady was on the loose again, playing the game it knew so well, with all the
brilliance of a perfectly coordinated team!

Leaving Fiersbach the following morning, we were due for a trying day. A frontal attack was impossible
because so many anti-tank weapons were hidden in a broad wooded semi-circle that they could pick us
off like ducks in a shooting gallery. Flanking movements were equally difficult because of rugged
terrain features which precluded maneuvering. The provoking slowness of an infantry attack would be
the only way to break the gauntlet of fire which presented an unsurpassable barrier to tanks.

There was no alternative and we were forced to remain in approximately the same position all day while

the infantry systematically destroyed strongpoint after strongpoint. Close artillery support accounted for
two self-propelled guns which had played havoc with "E" company. P-47's flew over and bombed an
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enemy tank to Kingdom Come, then strafed several suspected positions. Towards the end of the day, "E"
company knocked out another self-propelled gun, and we were finally on the way.

The column moved most of the night in a drizzling rain to reach its objective near Altenkirchen a few
hours before dawn. We had accepted heavy losses that day in the interest of achieving a definite
breakthrough. "E" company had lost five tanks, "D" company one. Four of Captain Aldinger's supply
trucks had been knocked out, one after another, and one medical half-track was hit by an anti-tank gun.

Task Force Richardson had already entered Altenkirchen from the right flank, and much of Combat
Command "A" had broken out of their sector of lighter resistance to dash headlong towards Hitler's
inner sanctum.

The anticipated breakthrough had been accomplished within two days of committing the 3rd Armored
Division! All the pent-up might on the Remagen Bridgehead was ready to pour through the gaping
German lines to exploit the successes of our division!

It was clear that we were destined to tailor another pocket, this time sewing shut Germany's greatest
industrial region, the Ruhr Valley. The Ninth Army had bridged the Rhine further north and were
driving hard to the east. Now, we must meet them.

After following the route of Combat Command "A" on the 27th of March, we were ready to lead an
attack on Marburg the next morning.

Leaving Herborn to cross the Dill River, we reached our line of departure before nine o'clock in the
morning. With the exhilarating smell of both impending victory and spring in the air, morale was never
higher. Soft sunshine brought to life the early morning dew, making cloudlets of steam-like fog rise
from the warming earth. Colonel Lovelady drove to the head of his column in his peep, waving over his
shoulder for the tankers to "Step on it." As their pace reached 20 or 25 miles per hour, he would drop
back to a more nearly normal place in the line, sometimes stopping by a crossroad to admire his heavy
team as they passed in battle review. When their pace would tend to slacken, he would again speed
recklessly ahead and encourage them to drive on. Overhead, hundreds of silver-winged American
bombers droned their way in perfect echelon, towards the ever diminishing target areas in Central
Germany. The thrill of watching these symbols of America's overwhelming power in the air and on the
ground, and being a part of it, spurred the tankers on to even greater endeavor, and they now "barreled"
along the highways at top speed.

The column would not even slow down for pockets of small arms resistance and the tanks knocked out
seven enemy trucks, practically without stopping. A great fuel supply dump was captured, its location
reported, then left behind without taking time to examine its contents. Town after town fell so quickly
that the people didn't have time to put out the white flags, and could only crouch in their doorways,
staring in awe at the unexpected advance. French, Belgian, English, Polish and Russian prisoners of war
lined the roads by the thousands, waving and shouting "Viva I'’Amerique!" in all its variations. At one
point we looked into a valley on our left and watched a German supply column moving in the opposite
direction, obviously unaware that we were anything but their own forces. Not wishing to waste time
playing with them, as long as they were hopelessly lost anyway, we continued straight towards our
objective.
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In an hour and a half we had travelled more than 20 miles and were on the southern edge of Marburg,
one of Germany's cultural centers, a city of some 25,000 population. Its several hospitals and lack of
industrial development had scared it from the fate of destruction by Allied bombers that we had seen in
Cologne, Bonn and Altenkirchen. Its great 13th Century Cathedral, and University, founded in 1527,
escaped completely the ravages of this most terrible of wars. Here, "D" company was halted by a log
and earthen road block, covered with infantry forces armed with small weapons, grenades and
panzerfausts, and well zeroed-in by mortars. Without waiting for this to be cleared, "E" company swung
sharply left, encircled the city, and came in to it from the west at 1030 hours. Thus, complete and
overwhelming surprise was attained as we hurriedly and with the method of long experience took over
the prize and sealed its exits before the consternation of the inhabitants began to wane.

In the meantime, engineers had forced the road block and the rest of the task force joined in the
securement of the objective.

Entire garrisons of troops with a high percentage of officers were captured. Formal surrenders were
accepted all through the day. The final count was 2000 prisoners, not counting the 6000 wounded in the
seven hospitals.

A brief review of the hospitals revealed a number of Americans had been captured between the Roer and
the Rhine. They were collected and started back on the route of evacuation after telling us some of the
stories of their experiences. They had received as good treatment as was possible for the dwindling
medical facilities of the disintegrating German state to render. Food was scarce, but they were as well
nourished as the German wounded. "K" rations actually looked good to them, and they could not have
devoured them with more zest, had they been turkey.

The civilian Nazis had thrived during the Hitler regime in this ancient and wealthy university center.
More arrogant than most we had met, it was necessary to convince them that we meant business and that
their homes were ours for billets and command posts.

Well-stocked Nazi warehouses were quickly ransacked until everyone had new flags with great black
swastika's, arm bands and other souvenirs.

Fine liqueurs and an abundance of Schnapps were collected, consumed in moderation, the rest being
loaded into our vehicles for future reference.

Marburg was the biggest prize yet seized east of the Rhine. Task Force Lovelady reveled in its spoils of
war and prepared for another exciting day.

At five o'clock in the morning on March 29th. Captain John Haldeman, who had led us unerringly
through much of France, Belgium and into Germany, took his Reconnaissance Company out of Marburg
to find the best route leading north. At the first town, Colbe, they hit a hornet's nest of small arms,
panzerfausts and mortars. They were trapped with nothing but thin-skinned vehicles. Captain Haldeman
was wounded in the neck and they called for help. A platoon from "B" company went to their rescue, the
scrap developing into a full-fledged fire-fight in which our small force came out second best, several of
our light tankers and Reconnaissance soldiers and officers being wounded or killed.
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Meanwhile, the rest of our task force took a parallel route west of them, driving with all speed in the
direction of Paderborn. Resistance stiffened during the day, "D" company encountering intense bazooka
fire in Munchausen, and losing one tank. Rather than consume precious time opposing it, we flanked the
town and continued northward, knocking out five trucks, capturing two large railroad guns and 170
prisoners. By dusk, we had travelled 48 miles!

Factories and farms poured forth their slave laborers, who greeted us joyously, exuberant on their day of
liberation. A constant stream of these happy folk lined the road as they immediately started towards
home; French and Belgians walking in the opposite direction from us, on one side of the road; Russians,
Poles, Slavs, following us, on the other side, all trekking hopefully toward their respective homelands.

We continued our relentless drive on Paderborn on the 30th of March, through ever-increasing
opposition. The enemy had bolstered its collapsing defenses with picked groups of S.S. soldiers, armed
mainly with panzerfausts.

"B" company was leading when they were trapped at a road block in Wrexen. Almost simultaneously,
three tanks were knocked out by the deadly panzerfausts, their operators thoroughly concealed in
roadside dug-outs. As the tankers bailed out, they were mercilessly mowed down in a withering curtain
of machine gun fire. Thus, three tankers were killed and several wounded, along with much of the
infantry who had been riding with them. "E" company pulled its heavier weapons up to relieve the
desperately beset light tankers. Their plight was temporarily eased and by dusk we were through the
town, trying to blaze our way to the final objective. Due to the steep cliffs, completely fortified on the
left side of the road, "E" company was stymied until the infantry ferreted out the tenacious defenders.

By the time that task was accomplished, night had closed in on us and it was decided to try to run the
gauntlet under the cloak of darkness. Hardly had we started out than the resounding "BOOM!" of many
panzerfausts crystallized in the chill air, sending great flashes of fire far into the night. "E" company lost
two tanks, and one was captured before we could withdraw.

Returning to Wrexen for the night, we received the tragic word of Major General Rose's death. He had
been in Task Force Welborn's column on our left flank, when they were treacherously ambushed by a
strong force of enemy tanks. With no alternative but surrender, he started to hand his pistol to his
captors, when they shot him to death with a Schmeisser machine gun. Because of the importance of the
attack which he was leading, and in honor of his personal courage, both VII Corps and First Army has
since referred to the operation which virtually isolated the entire Ruhr industrial area, as the "Rose
Pocket."

On March 31st, Task Force Lovelady resumed its attack, "D" company in the lead. Their first act was to
knock out the Sherman which had fallen into enemy hands the night before. Then, just as the high
ground was being cleared by the infantry with two tanks from "E™ company, our combat command
headquarters ordered us to withdraw into Wrexen and take another route to our objective.

This we did, losing another tank to that obnoxious little weapon, the panzerfaust, and fighting deep into
the night.
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Changing our route again, we jumped off at six o'clock in the morning, determined to reach our
objective that day. At 1200 hours, Task Force Lovelady and Task Force Welborn entered the recently
fire-bombed city of Paderborn against nothing but small arms resistance. By the time this devastated city
was firmly secured, we had collected 160 prisoners.

Here the death of Major General Rose was partially avenged. A Nazi General Major by the name of
Lippert was quite confidently and completely, without knowledge of our advancing tentacles, working
in his garden. When the news of our impending approach finally dawned upon him, he rushed into his
house, donned his dress uniform and tried to escape by running into the woods at the edge of the city.
Refusing to halt at the repeated demands of our infantry, he was mortally wounded by a few well-placed
bursts from a Tommy-gun.

Our task force was proud to have been a part of the 3rd Armored Division and to have assumed a vital
part in closing the great Ruhr trap which was to yield 350,000 enemy troops who were now completely
cut off from supplies and reinforcements.

Task Force Lovelady had helped sew up the Rose Pocket with stitches of steel. Other units were
designated to destroy its contents while we resumed the First Army's eastward thrust.

"B" company had seized and secured Dahl, a suburb of Paderborn, capturing 15 prisoners against little
opposition.

By April 4th, though we only had 16 Sherman and 4 light tanks left, we were sufficiently refreshed to
begin another long drive, this time to the Weser River and beyond.

Leaving Ebberinghausen early in the morning, we spent most of the day fighting terrain and clearing
woods, eventually arriving on an objective already secured by the Ninth Armored Division, who had
fought along our right flank.

Seeking to avoid opposition in order to expedite a rapid push to the river, we drove through the night
until one o'clock in the morning, when we were halted by impassable roads. A reconnaissance patrol
spent the rest of the night looking for a better route, ran into an enemy road block at which two of our
soldiers gave their lives and one officer was seriously wounded.

Marked opposition from roving self-propelled guns and tanks weakened us to 15 Sherman and 9 light
tanks, holding us up most of the day.

On April 7th, we turned north from Trendelburg to capture Helmarshausen on the Weser River, after
destroying an enemy tank, 3 trucks and capturing 45 prisoners. The next day was spent securing the
river banks and getting ready for the plunge to the other side.

On April 9th we were on the east bank of the Weser, rolling insistently eastward. By dusk we had
reached Lenglern, two miles northwest of the ancient city of Gottingen, having destroyed one enemy
tank, one self-propelled gun and capturing another 20 prisoners.

Now we were moving swiftly as town after town fell before they had time to complete their log and
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earthen road blocks. A town defended by small numbers of enemy bazooka-men and snipers was reason
enough to draw our tanks up to a fighting front to practically destroy the village by tank, mortar and
artillery fire, and sometimes by strafing planes.

"Axis Sally," the German female commentator who broadcast the news, highly flavored with
propaganda, in English, had always given the 3rd Armored Division considerable infamous publicity. It
was about this time that she professed the enemy's dislike for us, just as we had hated them so ruthlessly
for many months. Speaking of the merciless onslaughts by. some American units, she reminded us that
few German troops would take prisoners from the 1st and 9th Infantry Division, or the 3rd Armored.
This bit of advertisement served only to make us more immaculate in our devastation of German
property and lives, though we would not stoop to refuse the surrender of those who wished to give up
legitimately.

By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the
site of a notorious concentration camp.

The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its
gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been
burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and
tolerated these dens of mass murder.

Hardly had Nordhausen been cleared than "E" company attacked southeast to secure Sundhausen in
order to facilitate the speed of our eastward attack.

On April 12th, we roared out of Nordhausen for a blitz attack on Allstedt, another thirty miles along the
road to Berlin. Racing through town after town, burgermeisters were informed that if a single shot was
fired at an American soldier, we would burn that village to the ground. This was the kind of talk Nazis
understood and we progressed rapidly, capturing 60 prisoners by dusk. Unknowingly, we had taken
many towns which we were to come back to as their first occupation troops after the war. Haringen,
Kelbra, Tilleda fell in rapid succession.

Just east of Tilleda, we encountered the tiny "Beetle" tanks, grotesque failures in the Nazis' book of
weird weapons. These were little more than a yard long, less than two feet high, and about twenty inches
wide. They were shaped like a tank and carried tracks. They were propelled by a battery-operated
electrical mechanism and were guided by a reel of wire which unwound from the operator as the tank
moved forward. The body of this lilliputian held in its warhead, several pounds of T.N.T. Our tanks
riddled them into easy submission before they had done any damage and we by-passed them scoffingly.

These were days quite like those of nearly a year ago when we were racing through France. Instead of so
many tanks and anti-tank guns, however, the most popular weapon now was the panzerfaust. We were
also encountering more flak guns whose barrels were depressed for use as anti-tank weapons. Here, too,
every town had its entrance blocked by sturdily constructed log and earth, or rock, road blocks. We were
marching so fast, though, that many of these had not yet been completed.

On the 13th of April, "D" company ran into serious direct crossfire, which destroyed a peep and two
tanks, causing some casualties. Our infantry flanked the town of Unterrissdorf on the right. "B"
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company was on the left and, as they were about to close in on the offenders, the entire crews of two
large flak guns appeared with their hands over their heads.

After that, we proceeded for several miles, practically unmolested, stopping at the banks of the Saale
River near Wettin. Finding the bridge blown and a few snipers childishly trying to be brave from the
buildings on the other side of the river, our tankers cleaned out their .50 caliber machine guns by firing
them into the windows. This was followed by a few minutes of animated strafing by P-47's just to warn
the townsfolk that they were making a mistake by trying to defend their village with a few riflemen.

Colonel Welborn's task force had a bridge across the river north of us, so we returned to Beesenstadt for
the night and crossed the river on the morning of the 14th, returning then to our own route.

"D" company was again snared into a trap of direct fire which cost them one tank, while "E" company
lost two tanks trying to flank the enemy's guns. This accomplished, the task force approached Zorbig,
there to encounter determined resistance from infantry with large numbers of panzerfausts. This
stronghold paid a heavy price for its folly, because we lost no time laying down a heavy artillery
concentration, elaborated upon by vicious strafing from the P-47's who hovered over us, just waiting for
a chance to shoot. Then, laying down an irresistible curtain of marching fire, our tanks and infantry
rolled through a completely subdued community.

Moving out at dawn, Task Force Lovelady achieved its deepest penetration into Germany on the 15th of
April.

Crossing another great autobahn, we approached Raguhn, our entrance fanatically opposed by
panzerfaust troops whose only hope was to knock out one tank before they died. This they seemed to do
willingly, and a hundred enemy soldiers clutched their diabolical weapons in lifeless hands before the
day ended. Three hundred wiser ones surrendered.

We then prepared the town for our arrival by greeting them with a lusty artillery and mortar barrage,
which facilitated our entrance at four o'clock in the afternoon. Reconnaissance elements inspected the
River Mulde for the unlikely possibility of unmolested bridges, returning with the usual report that they
were all blown. We were not particularly perturbed since our orders were not explicit about further
objectives on the other side of the Mulde, and we settled down for a comfortable night's rest in Raguhn.

"B" company back-tracked for a few miles in a northwesterly direction, to clear out a village called
Thurland, a name which more than a hundred of us will never forget, for reasons to be presented shortly.
Here they encountered strong small arms resistance, and the ubiquitous panzerfaust, which had been the
mainstay of the dying Wehrmacht since the closure of the Rose Pocket, destroyed two of our light tanks
and killed Lieutenant Forbes.

The next day was spent clearing the towns along the banks of the River Mulde in our sector. "D"
company seized Priorau and Schierau against light opposition, in which they captured 18 prisoners and a
small ammunition dump. "E" company, with infantry from the 414th Regiment, attacked north through
woods, to secure a road crossing just south of Dessau. Here they were subjected to continuous barrages
of artillery and mortar fire coming from the east side of the river, which caused some casualties,
especially among the infantrymen.
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At this point, our long engaged task force was dangerously attenuated to spread it out so thinly over such
a broad and, as yet, unstable. front. On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the
infantry and armored aid stations, moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central
position among our widely dispersed troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and
terrifying hours of the war were about to begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the
devastating hand of conflict.

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we
settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his
headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the
town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops,
experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which
buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came
first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a
small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep
liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured
arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas
gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly
injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who
shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained
throughout the ordeal.

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in
two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and
served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of
a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the
barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand
grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the
face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the
holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no
further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry
company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge,
hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small
portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the
basement until dawn.

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling
than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of
the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another
small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company,”
there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter.

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding
an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information
was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that
office again.
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Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with
apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their
defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which
was sure to come.

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a
route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with
considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started
back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver.

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the
western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think
that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the
strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90
millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender.

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically
unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners
under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early
dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German
chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too,
was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper
than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over.

In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and
decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded
them.

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to
consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing
directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in.

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the
German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured.

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction,
a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery.

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a
safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established.

Except for routine patrols, the allocation of a few "B" company tanks to another task force for
reinforcement, and of three "E" company tanks to secure a town which had been seized by Task Force
Richardson, there was not much activity. Various plans were proposed for bridging the Mulde and
securing that part of Raguhn on the eastern bank, but none of these materialized.
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Combat Command "A" was attacking Dessau, while we continued to hold what we had.

For the Task Force Lovelady, the war was nearly ended. They had reached the banks of the River
Mulde, final destination of the VII Corps. The war was rapidly dissolving around them as the Russians
hit Berlin and were approaching units south of us near Leipzig. Now they were waiting for the Ninth
Infantry Division to come forward and relieve them. Billeting parties went back to Tilleda, Sittendorf
and Rossla. Ironically enough, we were destined to sojourn under the majestic shadow of a titanic
monument in memory of Germany's leader in World War 1, Kaiser Wilhelm. On the highest hill at
Kyffhauser, it could be seen by all the troops in our task force and the massive lodges surrounding it, a
luxurious haven for officers in the S.S. and their spouses, would soon be occupied by "D" company.
Those of us who later examined its extensive museum were struck by a scroll engraved in English which
read, "To our dear friends and True Comrades!" and signed by the members of Milwaukee's American
Legion Post as late as 1934! We could not but wonder if someday we would follow in the gullible
footsteps of our progenitors, perhaps inscribing a congratulatory message to the inaugurators of a similar
monument in honor of Hitler. We did not think we ever would, but time does strange things, and
Americans are strange people, willing to love and trust in a world that knows only hate and deceit.

On the 24th day of April, Task Force Lovelady heard its last crash of enemy mortar and artillery, fired
its farewell rounds into enemy lines, picked up its tracks and marched gayly into the west, relatively
certain for the first time in ten adventure-filled months that they would awaken the next day to find
themselves alive and unwounded.

Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory”

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd.
Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945

Roberts, A. Eaton

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949
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History of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
22 March 1945 — 31 July 1945
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The 36th Armored Iniantr- Xegiment was originally org-
anized at Brownsville, Texas, in June 1916, as the 36th In=-
fantry, the Regiment being organized br the individual trans-
fer of men from the 4th, 26th and 26th Infantrr legiments.
It did not serve overseaz during Jorld jar I and was made
inactive at Fort Jay, New York, 13 Qctober 1921, Fursuant
to instructions contained in a letter from the ¥ar Depart-
ment dated 16 December 194C as amended by letter dated 13
January 1941, the Regiment was mads active as an Armored
Regiment, which on 1 June 1942 was redesignated the 36th
Armored Infantrr Regiment. At the +time of its reactiration
the Regiment was entitled to no Batile Honors. :

"DESCRIPTION OF COAT OF AR:'S

. The Regimental Coat of Arms is in three parts as
follows:

1. SHIELD, The official blazonry is Arure, a sword
baronet in fess, or within a border of the like. On a can-
ton argent a cross of the field, over all a cactus proper
(for the 4th, 26th and 28th Infantry), which means in simple
English, A horizontal gold sword bayonet on a blue shield
with a gold border. On a silver guartered insert in the
upper left-hand corner (canton) is 2 blue cross, and super=-
imposed on top is a cactus. in natural colors.

: The field of the shield is blue, the Infantr~ color.
The sword bavonet and border are taken from the unofficial
insignia adopted by the 12th Division. The three parent
organizations are shown on the canton. The 4th and 28th
Infantry took part in the Vera Cruz expedition, the name
suggesting the cross in blue for Infantry. The cactus

" represents the border service of all three Heziments from
February 1913, until the organization of the 36th Infantry.

2, CREST, The official blazonry of the crest is"On a
wreath of the ¢olors a six-bastioned fort vert charged with
g mullet argent,” which means in G. I. language " A gilver
-8tar mounted on a green six-bastion resting on a wreath of
gold and blue,"
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The crest symbolizes the birthplace of the Regiment,
The origin of Brovmsville was the fort built br General
Taylor in 1846, at first kmown as Fort Texas, later as
Fort Brown in honor of HMajor Jacob Brown, who was killed
in its defense while commanding the 4th Infantrw., The
36th Infantrr is therefore doubly associated with Browns-
ville, as its birthplace and through the 4th Infantry, which
was connected with the birth of Brownsville. The battles of
Pala Alto and Risaca di la Palma were fought for the defense
of Fort Texaes. This is shown by a six-bastioned fort in green,
an allusion to the Mexican color, charged with the silver lome
star of Texas. 5

3. MOTTO. "Deeds Not Worda" needs no explanation.

- B. On 22 April 1942, the War Department redesignated
the Coat of Arms, 36th Infantry, as the Coat of Arms, 36th
Armored Infantrr Regiment.

C. On 16 May 1941, information was received from the

.War Department that the distinetive insigniz of the 36th

Infantry consisted of the crest onlv of the Coat of Arms,
and on 22 April 1942, the distinctive insiznia of the 36th
Infantry was redesignated the distinctive insignis of the
36th Armored Infantry Regiment. : Vi
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Date:

3-22-45

3=-23-45

3-24-45

Brovm was instructed to move his force northeast
from Dambréich and begin the attack at 0600.

The 78th Inf Div had cooperated to the utmost with
the Combat Command, and due to a shortage of Infantry
of the Combat Commend, the 78th had sent a battalion
to attack the ground and wood :@ ar=za in the vicinity
of 6540. This assisted materia’ly in the plan for
TF Brown and after 210C when a route across the
creek had been fow d, the TF moved up. The close

of the period found patrols out attempting to locate
routes and enemy resistance.

There was no change in status of the 1st and 2nd Bns
of the 36th Armd Inf Regt.

"TF Richardson continued operations in Busidorf and tr

0500 that place was rezorted secured. Co G 35th AIR

. .proceed2d to the east and took the town of Stossdorf.

Time o< attack for TF 5rown was changed to 0400. The
tanzs met considorable difficulty from terrain and
the enemy offered moderate opposition. The leading
elements entered Hennef at 10C0, but fighting con-
tinued until late afternoon whea the town was re-
ported secure. TF Brown was relieved by the 2nd Bn
309th Inf at 2100 and the Task Force bezan movement
to assembly area at Olinghoven.

The 3rd Bn 414th Inf was attach:i to CCR and moved
to the vicinitr of Hovel. Orders were received to
move the Combat Comrand on thz mornineg of 23 llar 45
to the vicinit of Hovel and rejoin the 3rd Armd

Div. The Ccmbat Command was relieved from 78th Inf

Div effective 2200.

‘There was no change in status or disnositions of

the 1st and 2nd Bns 36th AIR.

At 0925 movement to assemblr area in the viecinity
of Hovel commenced and by 1058 all units had closed.

The 1st and 2nd Bns 36th Armd Inf, as componexnts of
CCA and CCB respectively, moved across the Rhine dur-
ing the day and assembled in the division area (7030)

411 units of CCR remained in the assembly area at
Hovel. CO and staff studied plans for an extensive

-111-
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D‘ate:
operation which would carry the Conmbat Command to
Altenkirchen. 2

There was no change in the 1st and 2nd Bns 36th AIR.

3=25=45 At 0400 the 3rd Armd Divisiom attacked with CCA and
: CCB abreast, with CCE following on the two center
routes. Altenkirchen was the initial objective, but .
orders were issued that the advance would not be
halted out of contact with the enemv.

TF Richardson used the right center route in the
Division gzone and maintained close contact with .
TF Kane of CCA. TF Hogan used the left center route
and maintained close contact with CCB. Compositicn
of task forces was the same as before, except that
entire 3rd Bn 36th AIR, was attached to TF Hogan.
-Lt Col Hogsn had returned from lezve and sssumed
command of the Task Force. Movement began from

the assembly area at Hovel at 1450 and by 2030 ail
mnits had closed in an assembly area near EKrsuts-
heid, Germany. :

The 1st Bn 36th AIR ottacked at 0400 as part of TP
Dean and advanced on Route 4, the southerrn route. °
TF Dosn ran intoc a minefield at 753293 and 2C-mnm
and SP fire slowed the advance, After overcoming
the resistance, the advance was rapid until more
resistance consisting of nine 26-mm flak guns and
tow tanks was met at Schoneberg (806287). Artillery
fire kmocked out the flak positions and one tank

. snd the advance toward Flammersfeld (8527) was re-
sumed, Between Schoneferg and Flammersfeld two
rosd blocks and heavy small arms fire were encoun-
tered and the close of the pericd found the force
gshort of Flammersfeld, :

"The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attached to TF Welborm.CCB
attacked through the lst Inf Div and advanced %o and
secured the town of Kerweiss b- the end of the perid.,
The line of attack was along a main road on & ridge
line, always under observation of the enemy from’the

© front and flawk, A strong enemg position was met
initially, but it was overcome by use of artillery.
After that, chief difficult was from fterrain.

e T
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Contact was maintained with CCA and CCB throughout
the morning. At 1430 orders were received to employ
TF Richardson in the zone between TF Lovelady of CCB
and T? Kane of CCA for the purpose of aiding the
advance of CCB and to clear the enemy from his assen-
bly area at 150C, but the progress was slow due to
the condition of the roads and traffic congestion.
However, Altenkirchen was reached by 1700 without
oprosition and mopping-up overations against remain-
ing enemy there were taking place. At 1805 orders
were received to continue the advance to the east
on Routes 1 and 2 of the Division, taking over“the
migsion ef CCB.,' TF EHogan was moved forward and ad-
vanced on Boute 1. TF Richardson continued to ad-
vance on Route 2, By the close of the period both
columns were proceeding slowly due to the visibility
and the terrain.

lst Bn 36th AIR: At 0630 TD's with the lst Bn 36th
kmocked out a Mark V tank at Flammersfeld and the

- attack moved on to Ober Wambach, they were met by

heavy AT ‘and artillery fire. After overcoming this
repistance with artillery, the advance continued to

. BEachenburg (0629) without difficulty. During the

night heavy mortar fire fell on the north edge of
the town. :

2nd Bn 36th ATR: By 0200 the road which had, caused

" delay of the battlion on the day befors was repaired

and the advance continued to the high ground east of
Rettersen. The high ground waes secured by 0345 and
the attack for Hasselbruch was confinued at 0730.
Tank and AT fire blocked advance, inflicted losses-
and the force was ordered back to reorganize. &
dismounted atitack, scheduled for 1300, was also de~-

" layed by observed artillerr fire, and it wes not unt 1

1430 that the attack was launched, This time it was

‘successful and the ton was secure.! bv 1545. A road

block held up the advance on OCberoth, but was over-
come and the town secured by 2400. Znemy resistance.
;onsisted of small arms fire and harassing artillery
ire. .

TF Hogan continued to advance throughout the aight
-and morning, At Veitefeld (1336) some rssistance was
met, but was gquickly overcome and the advance con-
tinued, TF Richardson maintaoined a repid advance

177
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throughout the day. ‘nerx ragistance was light bdut
there was difficulty from terrain, 3By the close of
~the pericd, TF Richardson was contizuing the ad-
vance on Dillenburg snd 22 Hogan halted for refuel-
inz northeast of Hof.

Ths 1lst Bn 38thiIR con inued = ronié advance with
TF Doan egnd br close of the period had capturesd and
secured Herborn and had secured a croszsine over the
D11l River. Contact was m~de —ith the Tth Armd Div
on the right f£lank, 'The 2nd Bn 36th IR with TR °
Welborn moved in reserve on Route 2 and closed at

- Holn at 2200.

3-28-45 - TF Eogan, affer rsfueling, continued a rapid advaznce
and by 0730 had entered Dillenberg with little oppo-
sition and had secured the town by 0930, T2 Rich=
ardson advanced rapidly with light resistance and

. br 1015 was on the objective in the area south of
Dillenberg at Niederscheld, Both TF's secured the
objective throughout the day and plans were made
for a long thrust northward with Paderborn as the
objcetive. : .

"The 1lat Bn conducted maintenance of equipment vending
receipt of new orders as CCB passed through CCA.

3=29«45 Both c lumns moved from Dillenburg at 0600 with TF
Hogan or route 1, the left route. TF Richardson's
advance was very rapid and in oné insiance advanced
50 miles in five hours and 13 minutes. TF Hogan's
advance proceeded rapidly at first but was held up
br heavr resistonce during the late morning, By 1200
TF Hogan was otit of communication., TZ Richardson
reached Brilon at 1800 and clezred and secured the
town. A relav station was sent back over the route
Yo contact TF Hogan, The force coiled in the vi-
cinity of Thulen for the night. The advance of
:1317 miles from Dillenburg to Thulen was made in 16

ours.

The 2nd Bn followed the 83rd Rcn Bn and at the end
of the period was at Ober Larsburg, leass than 30
kilometers from the final objective.

THe 1st Bn 36th ATR was in CCA and followed TF Love-
lady on route 3.

178



Jr NORMANDY

Date:
3=30=45

Zane L Strickland Military Records

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT

* Specrhend Doughboys”

Jr NORTHERN FRANCE g ARDENNES <y RHINELAND <k CENTRAL GERMANY

77 Richardson jumped off at 0700 on Route 2 and ad-
vanced initially with po opposition. Later small

‘pockets of resistance were met and guickly overrun,

Upon reaching 683392, heavy resistance from enemr
panzerfansts snd tanks were encountersd. Close air .
support from dive-Sombers was given and aided the
advance af the colummn te (682415} Nordberchen, where
at the clese of the period the force was engaged in
clearing the town of very stubborm SS troops. TF
Hogan continued the advance throughout the night
and at 0345 was ordered to move by a lateral Toute
to route 2 and to follow route 2 te Brilon where it
would resume the advance on Route 1, the lef{ route.
The column advanced rapidly to Wewer {668436) where
they were stopped by panzerfaust and small arms fir-,

In the case of .both TF Richardson and TF Hogan the
resigtance proved te be the strongest that hed been
met on the drive. The defenders were trocps from an.
army achool center north of Paderborn, who were first

- class troops and who Imew how to defend with what

they had. The pangzerfaust was used af;ectxvely as an
anti-personnel weapon,

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR attached to CCB, passed through
the 83rd Rcn Bn at 1200. Stiff resistance was en-
countered in the vicnityr of Etteln (710375)-and
Hamborn (718410}, In the vicinity of Hanborn the
enenty attacked. the center of the column by careful
choice of terrainjand lack ef armor in the columm
permitted him fo destroy a large number of hall-
track vehicles. The bdattalion was disorganized

.. %o a certain extent and CCA sent a force to clean

3-31-45

" owt*thesenmmy:.

The 1st Bn 36th ATR fought SS troovs south of Etteln
and in the Baddeksrn Forest. Small arms fights con-
tinued throughout the night. -

TF Hogan spent the entire dav in c¢learing stubborn
resistance from Wewery At 1953 the town was report-
ed cleared and secured. Resistance of the same type
as the day before madz it an exiremely difficult
task to rid the town of the enemy. T+ Rlchardson
also fought a stubdorn enemy all day. At 2330 Task

=115-
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Force Richardson reported Nordborchen secured and

a force moved north as far as the road at 690425,
TF Hogan sent 2 oamzll force to Salzkotien to seize
that place, and br 2230 the force hod reached the
Road Junction at 6350408 and received paunzerfaust
and . smz2ll zrms fire, It was delayed in moving fur-
ther by a burning enemy vehicle, Howsver, the

high ground northwest of Wewer was secured and the
task force buttoned up. :

The 1=t Bn 56th AIR spent the day in clearing the -
Baddeken Forest.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR of TF Welborn, COCB, attacked

to seize the high ground thresz kilometers sguth

of Paderbvorn. he ground was secured without cpro-
sition, but the enemy counter-attacked with five
tanks at 1830 and drove them back to the vicinitvw
of Hemborn. The battalion a2ssault guns accounted
for three of the five enemy tanks and after the
force was reorgsnized, the high ground was talen
and secured. :

The sccount of the drive made b~ the Third Armored

Division, as rzported in this document, does not
tell the complete story of the enorrous amount of
eneny equipment overrun, the vast supplies taken,
the staggmering number of prisoners captured, the
cammuinication lines disrupted, the road nets cut,
or the great morzle effect it had on the German
civilian  and military population. Thia account
is more of a factual record of how it was done.

Task Force Richardson continued his operation
begun the dav previous to seize the high ground
northeast of Nordborchen (0355) te improve his
position and cover the attack of TF Boles, At
0355 hours this objective was reached after over-
coming resistance from entrenched infantrr and

- gome anti-tank fire, They secured their positions

and started patrol contzet with TF Boles at 693448,

+ TP Hogan attacked southwest from Vewer, seizing

Salzkotten. The TF entered Salskotten at 0110
against comparatively light resistance. By 0440
the town was cleared and secured, and tanks pushed

out te the high ground north ¢f the town. Task Force
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Date:

4~2=-45

4~3~45

Hogzn left a sm2ll blocXin:s force or the mzoin road
at the northeast edge of YWewer oand enother small

. infontry force at 658446 in position to fire on the

Sal zkotten-Paderborn road. Salzkotten was secured
during the day and pcotrol contact mairntained with
TF Boles at 671442, The combat comma2nd CP moved
to N¥ordborchen (633417) at 0S00 hours.

The 1st Bn 36th AIR attached to CCA as pzrt of 77
Boles, attacked through TF Richzardson at Nordborchen
at 0626 and advancsd north to Paderborn. Duzg-in
enemy tanks, anti-tonk fire and smoll arms fire
were encountered, but they proceeded across the
railroad and helped clear and securc their sesctor.,

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR attached to CC3 2s part of TF
Welborn, atftacked Paderborn in the northeazt part
of the town and helped clear this sectar.

TF Richardson moved dntec Alfen aft 1000 and continued
to secure the town of Eirkhorchen and Alfern and main-
tain patrol contacts with TF Boles on the north, 83rd
AFA Bn on the east, and both forces of TF Hogan., Some
prisoners of War were brought in, TF Hogarn continued
to secure Salzkottern and fewer and mzintained con-
tact br patrols with TF Boles to the east and TF
Richardson. During the night 1-2 April, the route
of TF Boles' patrol was cut by enemy infiltration

on the road, vicinity 660450, and at 0730 a force
from TF Hogan moved out to sweep this area and the
woods, vieinity 658453. The enemy forces had with-
drawn, and no contact wos made. Seginning at 2000
elements of TF Hogan in Salgkotten were being con-
tacted b- patrols from the 2nd Bn 16th Inf in Gesche,

The 1lst Bn 36th ATR remained attached to CCA as part
of TF Boles, and continued to secure the western par’
of Paderborn and maintain patrol contact with CCB and
CCR. i

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn (CCB) con- °
tinmued to secure the northesst port of Paderbornm and

conducted security patrols.
CCR continued to defend, patrol znd nmaintain road

blocks throughout the peried. T® Hogan sent a2 patrol

north from Salzkotten which made contact with ele-
ments of the 8th Armd Div at 597432 at 1555. Another
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Data: :
patrol was sent to Upspringe during the dav, without
opposition, TF Richardson continued to vatrol and
defend throughout the day and night. Some Fricsoners
of war were brought in.

The lat Bn 36th ATR remained attached to CCA a3 n-ort
of TF Boles, and sent patrols to Delbruck to contact
the 8th Armd Div, Patrols were maintained through-
out the period.

The 2nd Battalion %6th AIR remained attoched to GCB
as part of TF Welborn, and continued to patrol and
defend its sector.

4445 TF® Hogan continued its patrols and the security of

Y its position throughout the day end night. At about
0700 TF Richardson S8ent a battle group of one tank
company and one infantry company to rclicve elements
of TP Lovelady with the mission of securing Lichtensu.
At 1210 the torm was cleared snd securel. The battle
group remained-in town, securi it. Another force
was sent to sweep the éoddeken orest, vicinity Neu-
boddeken., Other elements remained in place and se-
cured and patrolled their sector throughout the
period. B - :

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCi, rercined in
position securing its assigned sector in Paderborn
snd doing maintenance on vehicles and weapons,

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn of CCE, moved at 20CO
to Herbram {8142) and ascured it agazinst very light
resistance-.

4=5-45 At 0815 the CO went to Division to get plan of

. attack and at 0900 had a meeting of the TF Comdrs,
The division plan placed CCA and CCB in the assault,
with CCR in Division Reserve, The Division was to
jump eff at 1200 hours, CCA A was in two columms

on the left, and CCB in two columms on the right of

the Division zone. CCR was to follow TF Hogan on
Route 2 and T® Richardson on Route 3. CCR's CP was
to follow T® Hogan on Route 2. That portion of TF
Richardsorn which was in DIichtenaun, was to move di-
rectly from there and join the column on Route 3,
while the force at Alfen was to move to the south-
east, leaving the east road to TF Hogan. TF Hogen
was to move via Alfen and Wordvorchen and stay off
the Kirchborchen road. The Combat Cormand, CC2, was
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put on a one hour alert at 1300 znd siarted moving
at 1915 on the routess assigned. At the close of

the period, TP Richardson was ¢oniinuing to move to
an assenbly area positien in the vicinitr o Dring-

- enburg and TF Hogam to an assembly area in vicinidy

of Schmechten. CUR's CP moved into an aszembly po-
sition }ust sounth of Bad Driburg at the close of
the period.

The 1lst Bn, T® Beles of CCA, which attacked east
fronm vicinitr of Paderborn at 1220, was enrouts %o
gpecified intermediate objectives and finel objective
on the River Weser.,

The 2nd Bn, CCB's TF Welborn, which attacked east
from the vienity of Dall at 1200 to sescure ceriain
internediate objectives, after which orders were
issued for the Task Porce o continve on to objec-
tives on the Weser River, was going well 28 the
period closed, .

TF-Richardson moved over Route 3 into an assembly
area in vicinity of Duringenburg at 0400 and awaited
developments, Ome plateon of 3rd Bn 36th AIR, went
te Bad Driburg to guard the hospital there. TF Hogan
coiled in assembly area =t 0200 in vicinity of Schmech-
ten and spent the day there, refusling and doing ne-
cegsary maintenance, The CP of CCR nmoved to the new
CP location in vieinity of Schmechten at about L0COOC.
The Division Commander wvisited the Command CP at
1500. It was not expected that CCR would move be-
fore Saturday or Sunday, Tth or 8th of April 1945,
depending on developments in front of CCA and CCB.

CCA's TF Boles, with lst Bn 36th AIR as part, was
advancing east on route 1. A4 road block was sncoun-
terad just west of Otibergen and the infantrv moved
forward to establish a bry-pass, At Amelunzen the
enemy destroyed the bridge and the infantry again

* pushed across and into the town agzinst strong re-

slstance. Along mo=t of the roube, scmall armg, pamzer
Paust and some artillery fire was eacountered. At

the end of the perlod part of the lst Ban 36th AIR

and some tanke were engaged with the enemy infontry
about 1200 yarda nerth of Drinke, while another batvle

r
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group of tanks and infantrr were aivancing slowly
against stubborn resistance toward ‘"ehaden. The
2nd Bn, 36th AIR with CCB as part of TF Weldorn,
advanced to the east on route 3. EHeavy punczerfaust
fire was encountered nesr Hainholtz. Spall arns
fire was met at Borgholtz but the attack coxntinued.
The 2nd Bn cleared the Eichhagen woods southwest

of Haarbruck and the task force consolidated and
moved on to Hasrbruck, where it was ordered to
secure the town for the night,

‘Service Company, 36th ATR, moved into Siebenstern
at 2100 hours,

A Polish Frisoner ef War reported that a force of
Germans was im Altenheerse, and at 1030 hours orders
were iscued te send a force from TF Richardson into
the town., A4t 1530 the force returned and reported
that no enemy troops were found in the town. For
the remzinder of the period TF Richardson and TF
Hogan remained in their bivouac areas.

At 16CO the CO went to Division CP fo receive orders
for movement the following day. At 1900 hours

group comnanders met at the CP for the order. The

plan was, briefly, to move out Sunday, 8 Apr 45,

at about 1910 south via Dringenburg, Folsem, Wille-
assen, Buehne, Hofgusman, across the Weser River
emeln, to an assembly area vicinity of Varlosen.

The following morming at first light CCR was +to
attack and take and secure Uslar. PFor the operation,
in addition to present components of CCR, the follow-

ing units were attached: The 83rd Ren En.

The 2nd Bn 36th ATR, part of TF Welborn, attacked

at 0630, and after overcoming a road block, entered
Herstele about 1100, Here direct fire from both
sides of the river; artillery, small arms and panzer-
faust fire were encountered. At 1115 part of the

IF was sent to secure Calshaven. Here, also, artiller-
ranzerfaust and small srms' fire were met., After con-
sidarable fighting, both towns were secured &t about

1800 - : ﬁ '\‘15

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Welberm, CCA, continued to
attack with Battle Group Orr to secure Wehrd:n and
entered the town against slight resistance. The
Bridge had been blown earlier br the enemy, Wehrden

=120=
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. CP viosed at Imbsen about 2240. At the ernd of the

‘At 2200 FO No 6 was issued by the CO, CCR, par 3 of

_ 0f the Combat Command. Be prepared to continue the

4initiate recomnaissance to Northeim (the Division

‘of TF "R™, 83rd APA Bn direct support of TF "H",

703rd TD Bu., initially in reserve.

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
* Spearkead Doughboys*

was secured by. 1445. Numercus bzrricades had been
erected in the towm.

At 1100 the 83rd AFA Bn and Co D 83rd Ron Bn were
attached to CCR and along with the 54th AFA Bn,
Joined the column at Buehne, CCR, TF Richardson
leading, started moving at 1100 over the route
detailed above. TF Richardson closed in an assembly
arsa in the vicinity of Guntorn at about 2000, CCR

periocd, TF Hogan was still moving in. The plan
outlined the day previous to capture Uslar was
cancelled by the Division Commandsr at about 1600,
because of the fact that troops of another unit were
closing in on Uslar. A new objective was assigned.

which s8aid in part:

‘ {a) TP "R" on the right (east) route, will
capture Barterode prior to daylizht 9 Apr 45; at 0600
they will continue the attack via the east route, cut
the road SE of Hardegsen, and protect the east flank

attack to Northeim, via route 2, on order.

(b) TF "H", on the left (west) route, will
capture the crossroada in the ravine, 1200 yards east
of Eberhsn prior to daylight 9 Apr 45; continue the
attack at 0600, via weast route and capture Hardegsen,
and protect the west flank of the CC. Be prepared to
continue the attack o Northeim via route 1, on order.

A {c) Co D 83rd Ren Bn will make reconnaissan s
to line OR at 408271 - Hill 394 (402308)-(373302);
assemble vicinity Imbsen by daylight 9 Apr 45 in
CC Eeserve. Upon capture of Hardegsen, immediately

objective) via routes 1 and 2. :
(d) 54th FA Bn will be in direct support

(e) Co *C* 23rd Armd Eng Bn (-) and Co ¢

(£) CP initially Imbsen, will displace
along west route. _

e
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TP Richardson attacked at 240C, At 21355 Co D 83rd
Ren Bn reported thev were in Eberhsn and also the
control peint 22 (ravine aré CR 1200 vards cast),
and both were clear of the enemy.

The lat Bn 56th AIR, TF Boles CCA, renazined in its
location throughout the periocd, maintaining rosad
blocks and conducting maintenance.’

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF ‘elborn of CC3, sen%t dis-
mounted patrols from Carlshaven at 1530 hours east
along the river rToad to Wehmheck. This patrol met
no opposition and had completed its mission of open-
ing the road by 204%. At the close of the period
the whole of CCB was being relieved in pra=sent po-
gition by elements of the lst Inf Div to particivate
in a new operation on the River Wessr,

At 0250 TF Richardson reported on the objective they
were to take prier to day-light (Bartercde}, No re~ -
sigtance was met and the tanks moved in. At 0600
the attack jumped off, Ther hit a road block just
beyond Bartcrode at 0635, This took some time to
clear, A4t 080C TF Richardsen took Eseheck and pro-
cecded to Emmerhsn., At 1050 the- had reacked Harste
and sighted twwo enemv tanks 800 vards northeast of
Harste. At 1030 the 83rd Rcn Bn reported anti-tank
fire and other enemy activity from west of Hevensen,
TF Richardson ran into some SS troops with panzer-
fasusts 2t Harste. Lgter ther svotted S more tanks, one
of which ther knocked out, In all, 9 Tiger tanks were
reported in the woods just southwest of Parensen, and
these held TF Richardson up until 1600 or thereabouts,
The- 83rd Recon Bn earlier reported that ILutiterhausen was
clear of any enemy. TF Hogan was at Hettensen at
0730 hours after having clcared Zberhausen at 0635.

" By 0930 ther were on the objective {Hardegsen. At

Hettensen 22 prisoners were taken. The CP of the
Combat Command moved into Hardegsen at 1100 hours.
At 1440 the CG, 3rd Armd Div, visited the CP, A

new objective was assigned TF Hogan, TF Hogan was

to move over routs 1 immediztely andrtake and secure
Northeim. Enough force would be left in Hardegsen
to sescure 1t. A%t 1430 the 83rd Rcn Bn was up te the
Leine River west of Nertheim. The- reported the
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bridge intact but it had been mined for demolition.
At 1525 the 83rd Ren Bn renorted an encr column of .
vehicles, bumper to bumper, goins into Northeiz from
the northwest. Air supnort was raguested. A% 1615

TF Hogan was at Blankcnhoven oné nnd met no resistance .

When thev reached the Leine Rivor the bridsz. had been
blovn. A new plarn was pui into overations TF Rich-
ardson was pulled out of Harst, leavinz that sector
to CCB which had come up along both flanks. TF Rich-
ardson was re-routed over routes 1 and 2 ag2in in
order to by-pass the enemy tanks. The head of the
column reached Hardegsen at 1730 and proceeded on.
The CC CP followed TF Richardson on routes 1 and 2.
When TF Hogan found the bridge destroyed across the
Leine, the 83rd Rcn Bn went south to look for another
passage. A bridge was found intact between Hillerde
and Sudheim. TP Hogan sent his inféntrv across the
stream dismounted, took his armor down via the newly
discovered bridge, crossed the river, turned north
again and entered the town of Wortheim ffom the
southwest. Br midnight the tanks and infantry had
joired and half the town was secure.

TF Richardson crossed the river viz the same bridge,
captured Sudheim after a fierce fight and proceeded
east. Ther were held up by a road block at 585639,
but cteared it and at the end of the period were 600
yards west of Suterde. At the en' of the period the
Combat Command CP was 8till moving toward a new CP
location in Sudhein.

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles (CCi), crossed the
Weser river at Beverungen beginning at 1540 and
proceeded to secure Vernawahlshousen.

The 2nd Bn, as part of TF Welborn (CCB), moved on
Route 3. They encountered dug-in infantrr and tanks
near Harst. With the aid of air, called by TF Rich-
ardson, and a maneuver b~ TF Loveladr, they were able
to advance to the stream crossing at 518388, Here the
bridge was covered by a strorgly defended road block
at each end. At the close of the pcriod, thery were
8till engaged with the enemy there.

On account of their forces being scattered, having

<123
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G been engaged most of the previous night, the attack
did not Jjump off at 0600. TF Fogan staorted moving
“at 0800 after clearing debris and rubile from:-the
route and at 0825 ran into a road block just out-
aide of the city. Just north of Bilshausen, they
encountered & fire fight, and shot up two builéings.
At 1240 the- spotted three enemy tanks in the woods
NE of Gieboldehzusen and were told that 5 enemy tanks
left the city at about 1100. Alr was requested, which
came and knocked out 3 tanks and revorted seeing 10
"more, More air muppert was raquested. At 1340 a
PY¥ stated that 13 artillerv pieces were located in
the woods along the road between Ostermunde and
Herzburg. One enemy Mark IV tank and 2 large planes
were destroyed at 147121. At 142513 TT Hogan put
~Infantry in the woods NE of Gieboldehausen and started
" trying te work up the heavier equipment. 3v 1530
leading elements were in .the forward edge of the
woods NE of Gieboldehaisen and hed encountered about
. 50 infantry, 3 half-tracks and some tanks. FPushin
i © ; -ghead, ther found ome Tiger Tank abandoned at Poehlde.
.. Two tanks were destroyed and some Pw's taken, and at
- 12855 TP Hogan was 180C yards south of Scharzfeld,
where they ran into felled trees, craters and debris.
At S8ilkerode and Bockelnhagen enemy infantry were
met and cleared out. Both towms wers cccupisd and
- .secured for the night by 2235. The 83rd AFA Bn was
- detached from CCR and attached to CCA.

TF Richardson etarted moving at 0715 hours and

moved along well until ther reached a road block on
the western edge of Gieboldshausen., At 1240 shey
were s8till held up br the road block and some enemy
tanks® north of the town., Finzlly, shaking loose,’
they were stopped again at Rudershaven by SP guns.
Enocking out the resistance, ther moved forward until
1815 when g bridge was blown in front of thex between
Rudershaven and Hilerode. Ther reconnoitered for
another route to bv-pass the bridge while the engineers
gtarted to build a bridge. Going crosa.country to
Eilkerode they Kit the route again and at 2331 had
occupied and secured Zwinge for the night.

The Combat Command CP moved behind TF Richardson most

of the way and at 2000 closed into bivouac at Broch-
thausen. :
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At 2250 the CO issued the oréer ior the attack for
the next day. Briefly, the CC was to continue the
attack at 0600, seize and secure the network of
roads in the vicinity of-Teitenborn and ifeuhof

éTF Richardson), and Bartoldclde and Csitcrhagen
TF Hogan). The 54ih AF. Bn was to be in general

support and be prepared to disvlace forward . to DLim-
lirg-rode. Co D 835rd Rcn Bn was to revert to on !
Control upon the occupation of the objectives by

the Combat Command. At 2220 the engineers revorted

the bridge in Brochthausen would be r=ady for traffic

in 15 minutes. Several vericles of the Comdat Comma: i !
bogged down and got stuck on the cross countrr br-pa: 3.
Most of them were pulled out but some few coiled for

the night there and planned to move at first lisht. !

The 1st Bn 36th AIR as part of TT Boles followed the
Advance route 1, protecting the north flank. At

1900 the Task Force was ordered to seize and secure
Osterode and Hergzberg. At the close of the period

they were moving forward on their missionm.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn CC3, continued clear !
ing the road blocks on both sides of thc bridge 5183u8.
At 0730 the advance was resumed. Ther were delayed

. for a short time by a blown bridge at 693326, but !

soon resumed the march and at 1230 entered Duderstad.,
which had been cleared on 9 Apr 45 b7 elements of 2nd
Inf Div. At 1500 thev encountered enemy infantry and

SP zuns in vicinity of 890276. This resistancc was !
quickly overcome and the advance continued to_Ep-
schenrode where stubborn resistance by enemy Infantr—
and panzerfaust men halted the column. Large numbers
of snipers halted and delaged the clearing of the
town, but bv 1845 all resistance was overcome and .
numerous prisoners taken. At the close of the perid
they were at Klein Werther (085250), prepared to con
tinue the advance to the east. E

At 0600 TF Hogan jumped off in the attack on route
1, 600 yards from Bockelnhagen. The- met small
arms fire, which ther shortlv wiped out. About 800
yards further in the woods the- were delayed again
by small arms and machine gun fire. Clearing this,
they preceeded about 80C yards further in the di-
rect fire from either an SP gun or tank. Air was
called for and little after 12C0 the town was secursd.
By 1300 Osterhagen was also buttoned up. TF Rich-
ardson moved at 0600 and met no resistonce until
they reached Limlingerode at 0930. There they met
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tank and small arms fire. They cczlled for air

. support. By 1000 they weres traveling again and

at 1115 were at Tettenborn whzre the met no re-
sistance. The CC Cp moved forward to Tetterborn at
1310, Enemy tanks, short of Neuhof, abou* 120C, stovp-
ed the advance of TF Richardson. Air was again asked

‘ for. ' Knocking out an enemy SP gun and losing one

tank, they occupied Meuhof. In the aftermoon, orders
for the attack for the next day were received. Com-
bat Comnand R ip the left (north) flank, At 1535

Co D 83rd Ren Bn reverted to Bn control. For the
next day's Operation CCR was to get another Rcn

Co. The lst Bn 313th Inf, relieved TF Richardson
late in the evening and TF Richardson moved to a
forward assembly area at Guedersleben, and TF Hogan
moved to a forward assembly area at Hochstedt; while
the 3rd Bn 414th Inf remained at Osterhagen. The

‘Combat Cormand CP moved forward to an assembly area

at Gunzerode at 2000. For the attack the next dav,
the 3rd Ba 47th Inf was: attached to TF Hogan and
joined at Gunzerode. The ‘83rd AFA Bn was attached
to CCR and placed in direct supvort o2 TF Hogan.

The 1st Bn 36th IR, part of TF Boles CCA, resumed

the attack against Herzburg at first light against

strong opposition of tanks, SP fire and small arms

‘fire. The TF continued to push against strong oppo-

sition throughout the day and after entering the
town, a strong ‘enemy road block had to be removed
before the town fell. By 2300 Herzburg was secure
and arrangements were completecd for the relief of
TP Boles br elements of the 104th Inf Div at first
light 12 Apr 45.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, CCB, and part of TF Welborn,
resumed the attack east at 0530 to seize Nordhausen.
By. 0650 elements were in the northwest edge of town
and by 1135 the north part of the town was secured.
CCB was relieve: in Nordhausen bv the 3rd Bn 415th
Inf at the close of the period.

TF Hogan was delayed in Jjumping off.in the attack due
to the fact that the 3rd Bn 47th Inf reported to them
the night before until after dark, and the breakdown
of men to taniks was not completed in time. Kowever,
TF Hogan crossed the ID at 0744. TF Richardson jumped
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off at 0700. East of Nordnausen 35 Troops with
.pangerfaust were encountered, Br 1010 the enemy
had been reduced and TF Richardson wzs moving azain.
Progress was uninterrupted until 1212 when vad roads
slowed them dovm. At 1530 they were held up bv enemy
between Weetelrode and Gomnz. Two tanks, or AT guns,
were reported and air support was requested. One of

. the guns was destroyed and the oth'r carturec intact.

' A PW reported a large concentration of tanks at 7ippr: .
Br 1725 TF Richardson was in the Gonna-Obersdorf ar a.
The towns were occupied and secured. T= Hogan crossed
the ID at C744 and by 1318 was to Leinungen. At 1530
they were held up br a road block at the western edge
of Blankenhein. Airplanes straffed the road block and
by 1600 they were in the town where ther bivouaced for

- the night. The Ren drew fire when ther attempted to
go beyond the eity. By 1835 the woods in the vicinibj
of Enseloh and Blankenheim had b:en clearsd and the
CC Cp moved into town for the night.

Co A 83rd Ren Bn attached for operations, suffered
heavr casualties. 3 Half-tracks, 2 armored cars and
2 1-4 tons were lost. 35 men werse revorted missing,
including the platoon leader, but mos:t of these shaveu 1
_uap later. The Company reported back to Battalion contro:
- at 1900. TP Richardson moved up to the woods and cro:¢ ;-
“road vicinity 529325 at 2000. Dismounted personnel
.- with panzerfausts were encountered, but the—r were
=+ - baaten off, and TF Richardson started patrols in its
-~ area. At 2210 the CO, CCR, sent the following message
to TF Richardson: "Be prepared to attack with Inf
at 0400 14 Apr 45 to secure town of Annarode, 545;45,
. and continue attack with %anks at 070Q. This will -
be confirmed as soon as definite.? During the eve-
ning, orders came from the CG, 3rd Armd Div, for re-
suming the attack the following day to advance and
secure bridgeheads over the River Elbe.

.The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, after being re-
lijeved from previous positions, followed CCR on route
~ 1 and occupied and secured the CC objective by 2050.

. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, TF Welborn (CCB), attacked at
- ;0700 and advanced rapidly on Route 3 without encount-
ering resistance until reaching coordinates 520256
- where panzsrfanst fire was encountered. AT fire from
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71115 heurs. Pinally over coming the resistance with-
“out the help of air support, the reached Slebelgerode

- Quite~atbit 6f horse drawn equipment was in the col-
oum. ZHere glsc around 1000 prisoners of war were
liberated. At 1600, going into Alsleben, the TF

~Slow progress was made by the infzntry and the sdvance
. elements tried to get to the bridge into towm. They

-and the TF was ordered to cross the river over the

.. Inf elements of TF Hogan moved out at 0400 to securs
~ “"the ID and by 060C had done so¢., TF Hogan jumped off

" Aklsdorf. Cvercoming this resistance and moving on,
© the head of the eolumn reached Helbra at 1050, The -
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540255 was overcome, and the T? seiged and secured
Holdenstedt. - 3

The 3rd Bn 36tk AIR of TF Richardson moved at 0400

to secure the ID. 3By 0610 this had been accomplished.
At 0645 they reportsd snemy tanks in the woods at
548335 and at 536346; also some small arms and 2 AT
guns 500 yards east of the town of Annarods, At 0715
ther were at the ID and were receiving small arms
fire, tank and AT fire. At 10CC thevy were gtill un-
able to advance. Air was requested and promised for

at 1110, The TF gdvanced rapidly to Serbstedt by
1320, from where 2' enemy hospltesls were reported.
An en columm was observed trring to escape.

ran inte direct fire. Air was vut on the resistance
and TP Richardson moved into the towm at 1730, How-
ever, it was still receiving 20-mm flak and some HE,

were unables to get to the brides, At 1620 the bridge
was blown up, practically in the face of the infantiv,

bridge that was being 'constructed at Brucke, It,
therefore, pulled back 4o Saneralsber for the night,
prepered to cross when the bridge was complated.

et 0700 and ran into fank and antitonk fire juat
gfter crossing the LD, Overcoming this, ther con-
tinued. CC CP followed TP Hogan out and at 0850

2 dual purpose gun started shooting at the tail

of the column. 3 halZ-tracks of the 85rd AFA Bn
were knocked out immediately. ZLator the TD's found
the a2bandoned gun in the woods. At the same tive
the head of Hogan's columm drew fire upon lesving

Combat Command CP coiled in the woode 1800 yards
forth of Blankenheim. A% 1145 TF Hogon overran a2

1)
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German Prisoner of War Camr conizining z lzrge
number of British and Russians, and also took

30 German prisoners. By 1200 the leading elements
were at Siersleben. A-proaching Helben on the Assle
River at 1430, they:hadd“the.bridge literally blown
up in the face of the leading elements by the re-

" treating Germans. ‘The railroad bridge, at first,

appeared to be intact, but later investigation
after it was captured, revealed a locomotive and
some cars derailed on it., The infantry were still
running into trouble at the rivsr. However, a pa-
trol crossed the river. At the bridge, small arms
fire continued to come in., About this time air-
reconnaissance reported the bridge farther south
In CCB's sector was out. Preparations were mode
to build two bridges, one at Brucke and one in

the sector in which CCB was operating at 778436.

: .'T#o companies of Infantry crossed the CCB bridge

at 778436 and attacked north to clear Mon during
the night. At the end of the period they were ad-
vancing north toward Mon. The CP of CCR moved

- into bivouac at 1830 in Zuckeritz. The rest of

TF Hogan bivouaced at Nelben for the nisht. Dur-
ing thé day the Combat Command liberated 13 para-
troopers and two other American soldiers who had

~ been prisoners -since D-Day.
. The 1st Bn 36th AIR, TF Boles of CCA, continued to

follow the advance of Division, protecting the north
flank against an enemy threat. The 2nd Bn 36th AIR,
TF Welborn of CCB, attacked at C700 and advanced

. against moderate resistance to 609274 where direct

fire from 88-mm dual purvose guns halted them. After

" overcoming the resistance the- continued the advance,
- knocking out numerous 88's. Eisleben was declared

open and no resistance encount:red there. The advance
continued and Polleben was entered at 1300 against
moderate resistance., Here a P7 camp was overrun and
430 British prisoners of war, including 300 Officers,

were liberated. At 1515 they entered Friedenburg and
cleared it.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR established a bridgshead and the
engineers started building a bridge at 778436 for .
CCB to cross, '

A2
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The Engineers worked overnigat constructing the
bridge over the Saale River, and when the one in
CCB sector was sufficiently finished, late: in the
evening of 13 Apr 45, two componies of Infan

of TF Hogan were sent across on foot. Thevy attocked

north and advanced to secure Mon. Due to the lack
of necessary bridging material and boats, the

bridge in CCR sector was not comple%ed until 1035.
The plan for crossing was for TF Hogan and one
battery of his artillery to cross, followed bw

TF Richardson and one artillery battery. Then the
rest of Hogan's artillery and Richardsen's artillery
in that order, followed %y the Combat Command Cp.

TF Hogan crossed the river, beginning ar 1035 and
moved on to Konnern, where it was stopped on the
eastern edge of town by small arms fire. After this
resistance was overcome, the tank force moved rapid-
ly until it reached the outskirts of Kothen. There
it met dug-in Infantry armed with smzll arms and
panzerfausts, There were about two battalion- of
Gernans, one of the Wehrmacht and one Volkssturm
mixed together. - Some bitter fighting ensued, and
by moving in from several directions the task force
had about half the town cleared by 2C30. Upon ’
orders from the CO they did not by-pass the resist-
ance, but started to clear the town,’while at the

. same time giving TF Richardson an oprortunity to

catch up on the left route. 4An airfield was cap-
tured in the vicinity at which several plans were
destroyed. The south part of towm cleared was se-
cured and some elements continued to move toward
the main part of town.

TF Richardson followed TF Hogan acrocs the Saale
River, and by 1410 was in Konrern. From here it
moved to Phase Line F I, where small arms and

.panzerfausts fire held it up until 1610. At 1640

it was, apoproaching Preusslitz. Just beyond Preuss-

. 1itz at Biendorf, it was stopped b- dug-in Infantry,

reported to be SS troops armed with smzll arms and

. panzerfausts. Despite hard fishtin> it was unable

to advance beyond this point, and af 2030 Col Rich-
ardson was directed by the CC, CCR, o bution up

'in that vicinity and be ready to move out at first
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light., At the end o2 the period the~ were attackinc
Frenz some 2000 yards forward, and planned to spend
the night in Biendorf and Frenz. The CP crossed tke
river about 1430 and followed TF Hogan on Route 2.
About 1600 the Combat Command 0011ed in a field just
south of Lobnitz. While there, 66 enemy infantry
were flushed from the woods just north of Worbzig
by Service units, and 22 others in Lobnitz by 2
Liaison officers, Both groups were verr close to

the CP location. At 2030 the CP mov~d into the
western edge of Kothen for the night. Ca the way,

an 88rmm gun fired at the column, but ver:r little
damage was done. Earlier in the day the Tuftwaffe
strafed the left column of CCB and aXso the Division
CP Column. P-51's chased them awsy and chot down

1 PW 190.

Phe 1st Bn 36th_AIR, TF Boles of CCA, trossed the

" Saale River on Bridge 1, immediately in rear of

CCR and at the close of the period was asgembled
in vicinity of Trebitz, prepared to foiiow TF Rich-
ardson the next day.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR in TF Welborn of CCB, crossed

- the Saale river on Bridge 2 immediatelr upon com-

pletion at 0700, Aft-r assembling in the vicinit
of Garsena thev were prepared to resume t autaci

upon order. At 0915 the attack wes renew to the

east against slight opposition. Spotted resis- ‘ance
was encountered all the way to the west bank o the
Mulde River. Resistance then stiffened, and at the
close of the period the Task Force was c011ed in the
vicinity of 600 yards southeast of Torten, and push-

- ing infantry patrols to the Fulde River in an effort

4-15-45

to secure the bridge intact at 134653.

Early in the morning, around 0100, two groups sen‘t
by TF Hogan to objectives in Kothern ran into
trouble. G Co 33rd AR and X Co 47th Ixf ran into
road blocks and tried three times to advance but
could not. I co 47th Inf and H co 33rd AR did
reach their objectives. After daylighv, progress
was made in getting by the road blocks and by 0800
troops were nearly to the town's main intersection.
Engineers were moved up to clear awav the road
blocks and tanks moved up. Around 1200 the left
flank of TP Hogan ran into more Volkssturm short
of the intersectien. They were armed with small
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arms, shotzuns and panzerfausts, Tanks wers moved
up to blast the houses. Troops o T2 Richardson
had reached the western e:dge of Frenz by 0415, and
the town was cleared by 0730. Kovinr a short dis-
tance, ther again met more dug-in Infantry and re-
ceiVeé. antomatic fire from both flanks. Gross
Paschleben was dzfended all the way br enenmy.

About 1100 the TF of CCA which had been trailing be-
hind TF Richardson was side-slipped to the south, passed

‘TP Richardson and went into position south aznd south-

east of Kothen. At 1300 the mission of both TF Hogan
and TF Richardson was changed, TF Hogan was ordered
to clear Kothen immecdiately, and then send force

west to meet TF Richardson. When the two Task Forces
met, TF Hogan was to occ both Tothen and Frenz.
TP Richardson was to pull back and occupy defensive
positions inm the vicinity of the crossroad east of

-Plommetz and the crossroad just north of Bebigz.

From the latter point a strong battle group was to .

be sent north to Bernburg, see what was there, and i °
possible, occupy and secure it, At 1515 T? Richardson
and TF Hogan met in the western part of Kothen and

TF Richardson started to its assigned objective.

They reached Bebiz without opposition. The Battle

. group sent north ran into sniper fire at Unterpeissen

and had to start house-cleanin: again, Progress was
slow, and at 2030, the €0 CCR directed the tank force
%o button up where ther were, and b prepared to con-
tinne at 0600. During the evening T® Hogan was
ordered to send two patrols to contact CCA in their

.new position, one east of route 2 to Lausigk, then

south to meet a patrol from TF Orr at Quellendorf; ,
the other south to meet a TP Boles patrol and 3adegast.
The one to Badegast made contact at 1920. The other
one, however, ran into a road block covered by small
arms gnd panzerfaunat fire at ths railroad underpass

at the eastern edge of town. At the end of the period
contact had not been made with CCA by this patrol.

At 1020 CCA waa ordered to moye to Frosadick and Aren-
sdorf, and to send a force to clear the enemy from

the ¥eilendorf and Tornetz area where enemy small

arms and pangerfaust fire was harassing supply and
other vehicles moving along the Division rcute 3.

.1st Bn 36th AIR, as part of TF Orr, was sent to

occupy Prossdick, which was secured b 120C, “hen
TF Boles moved to QJuellendorf, TF Orr occupied and

.8ecured Prosgsdick, Fernsdorf, Meilendorf and Frassdorf.
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The 2nd Bn 36th ATR, T® Welborn of CCR, sent a
patrol at 0445, after artilleryr fire was lifted

to investigate the bridge. Ther found the bridge
blown, and the site strongly defended. One company
of Infantry and a company of tanks moved into po-
sition to force a crossing, the infanirvy going
across on the wresckage of the blown bridge. By 2007
one company plus two platoons of the 2nd Bn had
crossed and most of the enemv fire was token off
the site., Bridging operations wers expected to
start by 2400. :

During the afterncon the 83rd AFA Bn was detached
from the Combat Comrand.

4-16~45 TF Richardson at 0645 reported everything quiet.
At 0700 a Battle Group moved north toward Bernburg.
No resistance was met until the reached the out-
skirts of Bernburg at 0853, They received reports

" which indicated that the enemy forces which had held
them up the night before in Unterpeissen had moved
out, and probably move to Bernburg. On the edge of -
Bernburg they ran into amall arms and pangerfaust
fire. The Task Force Commander split his group into

- two columns and sent one around to the left. The
- Left force ran into anti-tank fire and small arms.
At 1150 the TF Commander notified the CC CO that it
would take most of the day to clean up the town, due
to the snipers and house-to-house fighting. Some of
the pangzerfaust fighting was reported done by ci-
vilians. He was told to take the rest of the day if
necessary. to clear the town. At 1530 half the town
was cleared, and by 1900 the force reached the
river Saale. The bridges, both road and railway,

- were out. Thev buttoned up there for <the night.
Several prisoners wers liberated, including 8 America s
and some Canadians at Bernburg. it 0645 TF Hogan re-
ported all quiet. There was not as yet anyv contact
,with TF Orr. At 0700 elements of the TF moved out ,
east, but had gone only a short distance when they
hit enemy smzall arms fire. Again it was house-toxhuuse
-cleaning. By 1050 Klepzig was reached. The road was
blocked and defended by small arms and an anti.tank

" gun- The Task Force was told to by-pass it and keep
going. Leaving a force to contain the enemy, they -

- sent a force southeast, east and northwest to Merzien
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which was reached at 1900 b®r both forces. It re-

‘quired considsrable time to clean out Herzien, and

they then proceeded toward Lausigk. On the way they
hit some mines. Lausigk was butioned up at 2200.
Kany prisoners of war were taizen,

At 1500 TF Orr was ozdered to send the 1lst 3n 36th
ATR, with Go A 83rd Rcn Bn to sweep the woods west
of route 3 in the Haideourg Forest. At 1730 they
Jumped off. The Infantry had veory little trouble,
but the 83rd met automatic weapons and panzerfavsta.
At the close of the period, ther were still engaged
in their mission.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Welborn, continued

"mopping-up operations north of Gridline 60, Ther held

their bridgehead over the Mulde River and contimued
bridgeing operations in the vicinity of 134653. Con-

-atructed was impeded by difficult terrain at the
- . southern apnrosch and harassing enemr artillerr fire,
- At the close of the period the bridgeing was still

going on, -and the' Infantry were holding in their po- i
gitiens astrlde the Autobahn east of the river CT0oSS—
ing west of Kleutsch,

During the day the 991st Fi Bn which had been giving
CCR supnorting fire under division control, were
given other missions and moved from the Combat Commnnd
area.

For the 17th *gril the miasion originally was_as
follows: TF Richardson leave one company in Bern-
burg and gend the remainder on a "clean up" route,

 vig: Mulkrene-Bebitz-Leau-PlomnitzyVaalberge-Drubard-
Klien Paschlaben-Drosa-Yulfen-iiicheslm-Haxdorf-Fr

Paschlieben, TF Hogan send a "Clean up" force to
Porst—Sibbendorr-Osternienburg-*rebbicheau-&ken .
(Leave a force at the river )-kl. Zerbst-Slsnigk-
Wurflau-Zehringer-Forst. At 0700 TF Hogan moved
out and hit a road block and some mines at Porst.
Br 0930 the town was cleared, and the engineers
moved -in to clear the rosd bleck and mines., At
Porst the group divided with one fgorce going to
Aken via Sibbeldorf-Osternienburg-‘rebbicheau-
Micheln-Wuflen-Drosa~-Kl. Paschleben-Trinun-Gr,
Paschlnben, and the other, the original route as

l.planned. By 1348 one column was in Sibbelsdorf, and
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the other in Elsnigk. . Moving steadily against light
opposition most of the day, both columns converged on
Aken at 1715. On the way a Chemicz2l plant, air field

' and electrical fixture plant were captured, and a
hospital was discovered. Several PW's were liber-
ated; some of them troops of VII Corps wire teamn,
captured the night before. In Aken, small arms,
panzerfansts and considerable artillery were en-
countered, but by the end of the period it was about
three-fourths buttoned up. It was expected that the
cleaning up would require most of the night and a
greater part of the next dav. The forces that turned
east met opposition, lost one tank and had some
casualties. At about 2100 they buttoned up Gr. Pachl -
ben for the night to continue the next day.

TP Richardson moved out at 0700 and moved speedily
- with no opposition until it reached Konnerm at 100C.
Here the mission was changed, and it moved to Route
- : 3 and proceeded east to come under Division control
for a mission in the vicinity of Hinsdorf. From this
position it attacked to seize Bobbau-Steinfurth and
Jessnitz. As the Task Force got under way for the -

- attack at 1400, an enemy task force launched a counte -
attack northwest from vicinity Bobbau-Steinfurth. Thi.
attacking force was quickly turned back by heavy
artillery and air cooperation of fighter-~bombers
which knocked out an estimated eight tanks. After
overcoming stubborn resistance the task force reached
Bobbau-Steinfurth, and at the close of the period hel?
the west edge of the town.

After sweeping the woods in the Haideburg Porest, the
1st Bn 36th AIR in TF Orxr, reached the eastern edge
near the railroad tracks west of Torten, and remained
in position throughout the period, keeping pressure
- on the enemy holding the RJ at 107649. Close con-
tact was kept with TF Lovelady, operating in the

east against Torten, in an effort to establish
physical contact at the first opportunity.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR as part of TF Welborn, continued
- to secure the bridgehead over the Mulde River at '
133653 and construction was continued on a treadway
bridge at that point until 1845 when orders were
. 1ssued to discontinue construction on the bridge
. -and withdraw the bridgehead. At 0900 part of the
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Task Force was dispatched to aidé elements of Task
Force Lovelady to secure Torten, and RJ at 107649
Just west of the town. Patrollinc was corducted
during. the day. At the close of the period they were
disposed in the woods southeast of Torten.

At 0600 TF Hozan rosumed cleaning up Aken, Dr 1040
the right of the towm was cleareds In the left
portion there were 88's in buildings and were cover-
ing the road blocks. Therc was firinz dowr cross
streets. The task force commander threw artillery
at the enemy infantry in the vicinity of North
Church. :The patrol from TF Richardson at Bernburg
made contact with the 113th Cavalry at Pobzig at
1000. At 1210 contact was also made with them at
the blewn bridge in Bermburg. At 18C0 the Group
left in Bernburg was relieved by a combat engineer
battalion and rejoined TF Richardson in vieinity

of Boobau-Steinfurth. TF Hogan was attempting to
get 2 vatrol out of iken east to proceed toward Kl.
Kuhnau, but was. unable to get them out of town up.
until 14C0, due to sniper fire from the vicinity

of the church. Considesrable enemy artillery was
thrown into the town. Atout 150C the Combat Command
CP moved to Aken, but shortly after arrival was
ordered to move to Loberitz. <Ther this was accompe
liched TF Hogan was placed under Div control, and
TF Richardson, which included the 3rd B: 36th AIR
reverted to CCR control. By 190C TF Hogan had ’
Aken cleared, and contact was made with the 83rd
Division. TF Richardson received a counter.attack

-from 3.tanks and 100 infantr—r a2t about 0520 in

Bobbai-Steinfurth. This attack was d:feated without
loss of ground. During the day the - encountered
heavy enemy defense of Infantr-, supported by tanks,
mortars and artiller- fire. At night they secured
their position, ready +to consinue the attack at 0600.

During the day TF Bradley at*“acked throusgh 7echepkau
and Thalneim to Reuden. While Reud=n was being

‘cleared the enemy counter-attacked from the south -

east with 3 tanks.-and 25 to 50 infantrv. This attac
was defeated and the town was secured by 1915.

CCR Hgqs werc moved to Loberitz to tzle over thz oper-
ations of TF Richardson, TF Miller and TF Bradley, afte:
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Lt Col Yeomans, CO, 83rd Ben Bn, was xilled, Com~

_ position of the troops at this time was as follows:

TF Richardson: 3rd Bn 32 AR; 3rd Bn 36th AIR; 2nd
Plat Co C 703rd TD Bn; 1st Plat Co € 23rd “ngrs In;

TF Miller: Co E 32nd AR; Co A 36th AIR; Sec Co A
703rd TD Bn; Cos 4 % B 83rd Rcn Bn.

TP Bradley: 83rd pcn Bn (less cos A and B and 1
plat each of Co8 € and D); Sec Co 4703 TD Bn.

The Battle Group secured Reuden for the nizhi.

The lgt Bn 36th AIR, part of T# Orr CCA, continued
to maintain their security during the vericd.

The 2nd Bn 36th 'ATR, TF Welbron of CC3, withdrew the
bridgehead forces (E and P Cos) to the west side of
the Mulde River under cover of darkness, Ther con-
tinued to clear the enemy from Torten, beginning at
0800 and by 1720 it was reported cleared. Combat
Patrols moving from Torten to contact elements of
Combat Commond Deoan received heavy anti-tank and
smzll arms fire from the vicinity of RJ 107649,

and were unable to effect the contact,:

TF Miller moved from Thalheim towards- 7olfen via
Reuden at 0400 and began an attack from the northern
side, advancing southeast. B+ 1100 it had reached
the main north-soutk rosd, It reported finding -
plenty of Eraunts, and deatroying seme". The
force met strong resistance, running into Infantry, s
automatic weapons, panzerfaust, snirers and artillezy ,
Late in the afternoon the task force began to move
‘fasterand by the cloge of the period had cleared
four-fifths of Wolfen. This was secured and pre-
parations were made te move on at 0600. TF Richard- '
son abttacked &t Q400 in Bobbai-Steinfurth. The advanem
was very slow as it was a matter of house-~towhouse
fighting, They met panzerfaust, small arms, small
caliber A-P, mortars and considerable direct fire.

.. Alr support was requested and by 0¢45 plans arrived.
.. At 1800 the task force was still in the vicinity of
. the church in the northern part of tovm, and the

- TF Commander reported the pressure was increasing..

The task force tried to send a batile group around
to the Yeft and attack the enemy from the flank and
rear. This force also met resistance but by the

close of the period it had advanced to the point at
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‘patrol -was sent out this rozd to go to Jessnitgz,

" bridge, but at the end of thc psriod no revort

. cleared, and also almost destroyed br fire, a battle

" the extent that the battlc group was not needed. It .

- times and did considerable strafing. The 54th AFA |
"Bn, from positions in Wadendorf, supported all 3

**1800 attacked north from vic:l.nit'r 108653 in conjunc-
".100648-106648, ' The attack moved initially against

_ secured.its objective. Resistance consisting of
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which the m2in road branches east %o dessnitz. A
reconnoiter and report on the condition of the

had been received. Orders had been issued for
TF Hogan (Less security detackment at Aken) to
join Combat Commend at Loberitz. TF Hogan at

0700 left iken, leaving one platoon of Infantry, 4
one platoon of light tanks and one section of ' ki
tank destroyers to secure the town. They arrived x
at 1100, and were immediately given the mission 8
of securing a film factorv west of Wolfen.

1315 the task force was moving and met very lit+le
resistance initially., Two-thirds of the way through
enemr infantry was encountered, and at 164'5, fire
and smoke :aneded progress. 4-5 prisoners of war
were taken. Wien the factory had been practically ﬁ

group consis%tingz of .a company of tanks and one In- ’,
fantry company movei out to the left and north of
Wolfen with the -mission of advancing left and north
“to Bobbau-Steinfurth to relieve the pressure in
front of TF Richardson. However, by the time this
force had moved one-fourth of the wa—~, TF Richardson
had cleared the situation in Bobbau-Steinfurth to

AR s

was ordered to halt and  secure its position between
the built up sections of Jolfen and Bobbau-Steinfurth.
The Combat Command CP moved from Loberitz to the
‘northeast edge of Wolfen at 180C.

During the day Air support was requested several

three task forces with fire. &
The 1st Bn (less Co A) 36th AIR, part of TF Orr, at i
4ion with TF Welborn with the mission of securing road
“light resistance and at 21CC the left element had
'small arms, pangzerfausts and artillery fire slowed
. the advance of the right element and at the end of

the period it had not advanced 21l the way to its
objective., 1 . “’ k
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The mission of TP Welborn, of which 2nd Bn 36th AIR
was part, was to secure the road 106630-113%3646 and
establish road blocks at 106549 and 106°48. Moderate
to heavy resistance from artiller—, small arms and
penzerfaust fire was encountered, and at the close
of the period the- were engaged in house-to-house
fighting along the road southeast of Torten.

At 0600 Bottle Group Miller continued his attack
south toward Grepnin. At 0650 ther encountered
dug in infanitry and snipers who d-layed the ad=-
vance, By 1315, the southerm par%t of Greppin ras

.practically clesr, and the 83rd Ren Bn began to

take over. - Battle Group Miller rsverted to control
of CCA during the afiernoon.

At 0600 TP Richardson resumed the attacl on Jessnitz.

" 'One battle group was sent to the left flank, while

another attempfted to press straizht forward, but
neoither was able to advance due to intense automatic
weapons fire, dug in infantry and direct fire, 4
patrol had been dispatched prior to dawn to inveati-
gate the condition of the btridge across the creek west
of Jessnitz but had been ungble to reach it so anothez
patrol was sent ocout. At 0910 this patrol likewlse
reported that enenmr resistonce was {oo heavy for it
%o reach the bridge. In the meantime, both battle
groups were attempting to move but progress was
negligivle, At 1300 leading elements heard an ex-
plosion which ther belicved to be the bridge being
blown and by 1330 visibllity had improved suffi-
cizntly for airplanes to verify this belief. How-
ever, strong enemy resistance continued and by dark

. TF Richardson had been unable to advance furiher

than 400 yards bsyond the railroad just east of
Bobbau-Steinfurth, A% the close of the period, the
TP was secured in this position. '

. . At 0600 TF Hogan resumed the attack in the factory

area and meeting only slight resistance completed
mopping wp operations by mid morning. The batile
group that had been sent north for possidble use with
TF Richardson remained in place betwesn Yolfen and
Bobbau.Steinfurth,

During the morning the Commanding General 3rd Armd
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Division had discussed with the CO CCR his pians

for assembly positions for this Combat Command when
the Bobbau-Steinfurth-Jessnitz-olfen-Greppin missién
had been completed. These plzns called for the 83rd
Ren Bn to relieve Battle Group Miller and revert to
Division control. Unon relief, the Battle Group,
Battle Group liller, was to rever: %o CC control

and CCR consicting of TF Hogan and TF Richardson

was to be assembled in Repprichau and Chorau, prep-
pareéd to attack Dessau on Division order. Therefore,
reXaizing that TP Hogan could not be further used

in 1%s present vosition, , TF Fogan was ordered to
move at 130C to Chorau and from there to pafrol the
Chorau-K1 EKuhnau road. Upon reaching Chorua, TF

. Hogan sent a patrol north to the EKuhnau woods and

then east toward K1 Kuhnau., In spite of some small
arms fire progress was good and the patrol was re-
inforced to battle group size. Bv 1630 the eastern
edge of the woods had been reached and the battle
group continued to the western edge of K1 Kuhnau where
a road block, defended by an assault gun and small
arms was encountered. By 2030 the resistance had
been overcome, the road block removed, and the
battle group secured itself for the night approxi-
mately half way through the town. Pairols were sent
on during the night to determine road conditioms
toward Dessau. i

At 1730 the CP of the Combat Command began movement
to new location at Reppichau. Upon orders of CG.
3rd Armd Div, TF Richardson reverted to Division
control and was to continue his attack toward
Jessnitz, but was not to advance further than the
blown bridge except on order.

1st Bn 36th AIR part of CCA remained in position
during the day, and con*inued to secure its sector
in the vicinity of 106648.

" The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, part of-TE Yelbora of CCB, con-
“tinued the attacked throughout the night and early

morning against small arms, artillery and mortar

fire. By 1000 they had secured the critical enemy
strong point at RJ 106649. 4 combat patrol swept
towns in the southern part of the division sector
which had not been cleared during the initial ad-
vance of the Division to this area. Little resis-
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tance was encountered, ané mum rous prisoners of
war were taken.

TF Hogan resumed the attack toward lJessau at 050C.
Cne force attacked east through ¥1 Xuknau, and a-
nother attacked north to Gr Kuhnou to take that
town and then proceed azainst Des:au. Ev 0630

the right coluym was just about h2lf way through

X1 uhnau, but the force sent north was .held up !
by a road block defended by small arms and panzer-
faust fire on the road leading out of X1 Kuhnau.
At 0730 the right colurm was alsc held up by a
road block and artillery fire. Bv (G830 the road
block to the north had been cleared and the.left
column started meving slowly. Bv 1045 the road
block on the east was removed, the rizht column
started moving, and by 1430 wne in the westerm

~edge of Dessau. The left column proceeded to

Gr Kuhnau and by 1430 had cleared the town but
another road block on the eastern edge of the town

:was encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force

moved on, and by 1530 was two thirds of the way
from Gr Kuhnau to Dessau. The right column was in-
side the city and moving. At this time, the CG,
3rd Armd Div, directed that both columns be held

" in place until CCA, coming in from the south, could

come abreast. When this was accomplished, both co-
lums were to resume the attack on order. At 1730
CCA came abreast and the CG, 3rd Armd Div, ordered
resumption of the attack. After advancing 400 yards
in Desgssau the Combat Command was ordered to secure
its position for the night. Due to the layout of
the city, the left column was somewhat forward of
the right column. Orders were issued for the attack
to be resumed at, £irst light with the left column
remaining in place until the right column came
abreast and for bovh then to continue together.

Combat Command CP moved to X1 Kuhnau at 1415.

TF Richardson (operation under 3rd Armé Div control)
started the attack towerd Jessnitz at 0530. Attempts
to cross the Spittel Tasser Creel were met with very
heavy smzall arms, artillery and mortar fire. Recon-
naissance for a suitable crossing was started both
to the north and south. A bridze was fouw:d intact
at 148533, and a battle group attacked Jessnitz
from the north supported by the remainder of the

~141~
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Task Force from the east and southeast edge of
town. Enemy mortar, artillery and small arms

"fire continued ts be heavy, but by 1700 the

town was cleared. TF Richardson secured its
position in Jessnitz for the night. Company
D 83rd Ren Bn which had been attached to TF

Richardson reverted to the 835rd Ren Bn at 1730

and moved to Wolfen.

The lst. Bn 36th AIR, as part of TF Orr, attacked
on the right in Cqmbat Command A toward Dessau,
at 0515, and advaaced steadily against stubborn
resistance throughout the day. Th: resistance
consisted of small arms, pangerfaust, mortar

and artillery fire. At 1ast light the moin inter-
section in center of Dessau was r ached, ané the
task force secured itself for the night, prepared
to move on at 0600.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR attacked in its zone at 0530
and advanced against small arms, artillery and
mortar fire, encountering one enemy light flak
battery. Br 1300 the task force objective was
secured and contact was established with CCA on

* the left. .
The right column of TF Hogan jumped off at 0600.

It moved east to the main intersection in town,
then turnmed north. The left force in the mean-
time had circled north, and CCA still further

on the right (east) flnnk, circled north and
northeast, so that once the movement  started in
the morning, the point of direction of all forces
had changed to almost due north, to finish clear-
ing Dessau. The left column met no resistance

. initially, and that met b the right column was

negligible., Contact was made with CCA by the
right column at 0830, Further in the city re-
sistance stiffened, small arms mortar and artill-
ery bei:  encountered, but by 0930 both main in-

-tersections near the river had been reached.

Getting to within a few hundred yards of the final
objective on the edge of town, the force advanced
on two roads. Again, stubborn encmy resistance
held up the advance and mines weres reported. In-

ability to get past these obstacles and the necessity
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of having to dig out the enemy infantry one by
one, delayed further advance the rest of the day.
At 1830 a battle group of one platoon of tcnks
and one platoon of infontrr moved around to the
right f£flank to try to uproot the force holdin

up the advance, but this group was unadtle to
accomplish its mission. CCA on the righ: flank
‘was also held up about 200 yards short of the
objective,

Late at night a platoon of Infantry, reinforced
later to a company, worked through the mine field
and the engineers went up and removed the mines.
The infantry moved forward but at the end of the
period they were still some distance from the
objective. :

The Combat Command CP moved to the western edge
of Dessau at 1030. In the afternoon a patrol
from TF Hogan was sent out fo sweep tThe woods be-
- tween Dessau and Aken. At 1630 the patrol repor-
ted 35 prisoners of.war had been taken from the
woods. o

TF Richardson was relieved at Jessnitz b7y elements
of the 60th Iniantry, the relief beinz completed
at 1600. At 1615 TF Richardson reverted to the
control of CCR, and at 1625 moved out to the new
assenbly area in Kothen., B 1845 all elements
had closed in Kothen. '

The 1st Bn 36th AIR, part of TF Orr, CCA, resumed
the attack at 0800 to complete its mission of seiz-
ing and securing that portion of Dessau in its zone.
Initially resistance was light, but as the advance
continued, resistance increased. However, b~ 1300

- the objective had been reached and secured,

The 2nd Bn, part of TF Welborn CCB, continued to
secure the left sector of CCB southeast of Dessau.

At first light TF Hogan cbntinued the attack, mak-
ing good progress agzinst light oppcsition. 4t
1000, however, strong enemy positions were enw
countered and the TF stopped to reorganize and to
plan a2 coordinated attack. At 1130 the attack was
begun again with infantrrs leading due to the possi-

| <l43-
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4-24-45

bility of mines and duc to intense panzerfzust fire
on the tanks if the tanks broke defilade. Although

~some progress was made it was slight. This was due

to an intense crossfire from automatic wecpons and
the fire from parzerfaust being used indirectlv as
mortars. The right column encountered 2 wire ob-
stacle at 1430 and attempts to clear it of fire so
that engineers could remove mines were unsuccessful.

The Combat Commander then ordere:i both columns to
attack at 1630 with tanks leading, accepting losses
due:to panzerfaust and mines. At 1630, after an in-
tense artillery preparation, the attack began and
by 1645 the objective was reached. CC A4 in the
méantime had taken and secured their objective.
This marked the complete occupation of Dessau.

Road blocks and patrols were .set up.

At 0700 a force consisting of Co H, 36th Armd Inf
Regt, and Co C 32nd AR, was sent bv TF Richardson
to Aken to relieve the force of TF Eogan in thot
town.

At 0755 TF Hogan dispatched a force of one comrany
of tanks and one platoon of iniantrr to continue
sweeping the woods west of Dessau. They returned
at 1100 and reported finding no resistance.

4t 1515 TF Richardson left the security force at
Aken and the remainder of the task force started
moving from Kothen to the new billeting area. The
units. close? in their respective areas at 1910, =and
the 3rd Bn 32nd AR reverted to 32nd Armd Regtl con-

.trol. Hgs 3rd Bn 36th AIR was located in Grillen-

burg and the battalion was billeted in towns in that
vieinity.

At 1640 the artillery air OP reported that the bridge
at 098743 had just been blown.

The lst Bn 36th ATR part of TF ¥eibern of CCA, con-
tinued to secure its scctor through the period. It

‘was anticipated that the 2nd Bn would move to the

new assembly area sometime during the next day.

TF Hogan remained in position, securing its sector
throughout the dar. During the morning, prior to
davlight, and after after dark, regular patrols
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_ 4-25-45

4-26-45
4-30-45

_ were made to contact CCA on the right.

The Combat Command was attached to the gth Inf \
Division at 1630. i

“ The 1st Bn 36th AIR, part of CCA, continued to I

/,defend its sector. Ther were attached to the 9th :
Inf Division, effective at 1545, and remained under
control of the 9th Inf Div until ther started to .
move to the new assembly area.

The 2nd Bn 36th AIR, moved to new assembly area
- vicinity Vatterode during the day and reverted to
Regimental control - 36tk Armored Inlantry Recizent.

The 3rd Bn 36th 4IR, less Co H st11l in Aken, arri-
ved in their new assembly area., started reorganizing,
clea.nins -up and making necessarv maintenance, l

A11 attachea troops of gther units of the Division
were released during the day, and reverted to their l
respective commands., 'On completion of the relief

of the Combat Command by the 9th Infantry Division
at 1630, the Combat-Command reverted to control of
5rd Armd Division, Combat Command CP moved at 1725
10 new area in the vicinity of Rammelburg and closed
at 2130,.

The lst Bn 36th AIR cont:i.uned to occupy their sector
under CCA until ate in the afterncon when relief
.wayg effected by the Gth Inf Division. The 3rd Armd
‘Division planned to move the Battalion the following
morning to the 36th AIR assembly cres, at which time
it would revert to regimental control.

The 2nd Bn and 3rd Bn 36tk AIR remained in their
sector and proceeded with cleaning up, recreation
ard maintenance,

H Co 36th AIR, was relieved. at Aken dur:.ng the day,
and joined the 3rd Bn in thelr assembly area.

" On 26th April, the lst En 36th AIR, moved into its I
assigned bivouac arez, vicinitr of Wippra, and be- i
gn an maintenance, cleaning up and recreation. The

d and 3rd Bns contimied with maintenance and re-
creation through 28 Apr 1945, On 29 Apr 45 the ;
egiment mmd. acuth 40 new assembly arees with Head-

i
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to
5-31-45

quarters and Service Company vicinity Greussen,
1st Battalion in the vicinity of Teissensee, 2nd
Bn vicinity Kolleda, and 3rd Bn vicirnity of Gross-
enehrich.

At the end of the period the companies were paid
off, began anew on their maintenance and cXean-up
and prepared to start on a training and recreation
schedule on the 1lst od May.

At the beginning of the period all units of the
thh Armored Infentry Regiment were directly under
egimental control, being billeted in severzl towms

" in assembly areas almost in the heart o Germeny,

immediately south and southeast of Sangerhausen.
Regimental CP was in Greussen, lst Bn CP in Veis-

. senee, 2nd Bn CP in Kolleda and 3rd Bn Cp In Gross-
_enehrich. Hgq Co and Service Co were in Greussen.

Recreation, maintenance of vehicles and weapons,
and clean up in general were carried on for the
first several days of May. On 2 May 45 the 1lst
Bn was presented a Presidential Citation by the
Division Commander for outstanding perormances
of duty in action against the enemy in Germany
during period 12th to 22nd of September 1944,
At the same time the 3rd Bn lkied Section was
presented a similar citation by the Division
Commander for outstanding performance of duw

in actien in Germanr during the period from 17
to 21 September 1944, -

On 8 May 1945.a Regimental Parade was hel: on the
parade field in the vicinity of Weisecnsee, in

.which 211 units of the Regiment took part, Present

for the parade was Colonel John Smith, Chief of
Staff of the Division. Iizy the 8th was announced
as official V-E day.

On 11 May 1945 the 7th Corps Commander spoke to all
the Regiment on the Parade Ground nezr Gunstedt. He
t0ld the Regiment that the Division was beinz trans-
ferred to the 19th Corps and in his speech he lauded
the deeds of the Division, as being among the best
Divisions in the present conflict.

On May 12th the Regiment moved to new bivouac area
in vicinity of Prankfurt-on-lMain, The Regimental
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Zane L Strickland Military Records

THIRTY-SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
*Spearhead Doughboys”

Y NORMANDY v NORTHERN FRANCE Y ARDENNES ‘gl RHINELAND Y CENTRAL GERMANY

Date:

6=1=45 .

CP was located at Munlheim, and the “attalions
lccated in the towns nearby. 1st Bn CT was in
Seligenstadt, 2nd Bn at Housen and 3rd 3n at Juge-
heim, Maintenance of vehicles and wezpons was re-
sumed as well as a training schediule which inclu-
ded severzl hours of recreation and athletics, and
the begirning of the Education Program.

On 18 May 1945 a formation was held in the vicinity
of Darmstadt at which time awards and decorations
were presecnted to men of the” Resinent, who had 4ot
previously received them but for whom the had becn
authorigzed, by the Division Comriznder Gencral Hickeyv,
egular training schedule, including msintenance of
weapons and vehicles, recreation, swim:ing, shows
.and games were carried on through the 20th of ilayr,
Work was being done towards getting the ETducation

. Program started. A questionaire was circulated

“through the Reginent to d>termins the educational
needs 8f the men, and textbooks and materizls

- requisitioned on the basis of the answers receivcd
therefrom. . :

7. BEffective 20 Mzé 1945 Lt Col ¥m R Orr was appointed

.Executive Officer, succeeding Lt Col Carlton P.

" ‘Russell who was relieved to return to the United

States. Dliajor Curlee was assigned to the 2nd Bn
_and Major Owen assumed command of the lst Battalion.
Captain Bryan Gruver was assigned to Regimental

-9 . »

The period 20 May 45 to the e:d of the month was
taken up with training, maintenance of weapons and
equipment, recreation and final planning for the
Education Program. Schools for instructors in

the program started 28 Mavy 45 with Hajor Gordon

F. Thomas in charge.

At the beginning of the period all units of the
36th Armored Infantrry Regirent were under Regimental
control in the area east and southeast of Fraak-on-

~Main, Regimental CP was still at Muhlheim, First

Battalion in vieinity of towns near Seligenstadt,
Second Battalien in vicinity of Hausen and Third
Battalion area vicinity of Jugeheim. Sexvice co
was located at Muhlheim.

 =l47-
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During the entire month training, rzcreation and
maintenance were carried on. Sneci:l entertain-
ment was provided and some leaves and furloughs
granted. Lt Col Orr assumed command of the Regi-
ment from the 4th and the 8th in absence of Col
Howze, and again from the 1llth to 17th., Lt Col
Thomas assumed command from the 8th to the 1Cth
in the a2bsence of Col Orr. Colonel Howze assumed
conmend again 18 June 1945.

A Regimental Parade was held in the vicnity of

the Zellhaussen Airport, June 19 1945, at which
‘General Hickey presented the Legion of Kerit to
Colonel Howze and the Distinguished Service Cross
to Pfc Roland Pomerleau and Silver and Bronge Stars
and Clusters to other Officers and enlisted men of
the Regiment. .

On 29 June 1945 a Review and Inspection were held
at the Zellhausen itirport, at which time the Division
and Regimental Commanders said farewell to the men
who were.to leave the Regiment within the next few
dayso i )

T=1=45 Throughout the period the Regiment remained in
to occuptational areas in the eastern half of the .
T=31-45 Offenbach Kreis. CP's of all units were the some

as for the June Period.

On 6 July 1945 the Regiment transferred most of
its 85-point officers and enlisted men ( ‘44
Officers and 798 enlisted men) to the 6th Armd
Division.” Major Paul C Root assumed cormand of
the 1st. Battalfon., Lt Col Charles E. Brown
agssumed command of the 2nd Battalion., and Eajor
Gillman E. Morse ascumed command of the Third
Battalion. The new personnel from the 6th Armd .
Division coming to the Regiment in transfers in
exchange for personnel transferred out of the regi-
ment, were rapidly acquainted with existing policies
and became vart of the Regiment in short time.

A Regimental retreat parade was held in the vicinity
of the Zellhausen Airport on 19 July 1945. Col Howze
decorated all of the guidons of the Regiment with
the Combat Infantry Conpany Streamer.

' On 21-22 July 1945, Operation "Tallyho" was hold
in the Regimental area. The plan was well thought
out and numerous civilian arrests were made.

. J14A-
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suggestions were received for anv such future oper~
ations. .

On Thursday 26 July 1945, President Harry S. Trumen

- and party reviewed the Third Armored (Spearhead)

Division., The Regiment assembled on the Darmstadt-
Prankfurt road near sprendlingen for the review,
The guard of honor was the Pirst Besttelion, 36th
Armored Infantry Regiment and was commanded by
Colonel Howge. Present with the President were
Secretary of State James W, Byrnes, General Dwight
Eisenhower, General Wade Haislip and other digni-
taries., '

During the entire month, trairing and recreation were
carried on. Marksmanship and small unit tactics were
stressed, Athletic programs were supervised by the

‘Athletic Officer, and bqsehall and softball compe-

t:l_.ﬁ:lcm started,

b A
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment - After Action Report - March 1945
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RESTRICTED

HELDQUAR’IERS THIRTY SIXTH ARMORED INPANTRY REGIMENT
AP0 253, U S ARMY

31.-March 1945
SUBJECT: Action against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reports.

T0 ¢ THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

washington, D.C. (thru channels)

(a) Original Units No change

(b) Changes in Organizations:

(1) Regtl Hq., Hq Co and Ser Co., 36th AIR ware a
part of Combat Command "R™ throughout the period.

{2) The lst Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combsat
Command "A* throughout the period.

(3) The 2nd Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combat
Command *3" throughout the period. :

(4) 7The 5rd Bn., 36th AIR was attached to Combat
Command 'R‘ throughout the period.

(c) Strengths . -
Date Officers ferrant Officers inlisted

T . Men
1 ¥ar 1945 113 4 2482
31 var 1945 109 4 2344
Net 1loas 4 0 138

(d) Stations: Yo change

(e} ¥arches: XMarches same as “attle Yarrative shown in

paragraph (g) this report.
() Campaigns: Yone designated since last report.

i
RESA{RIGEED
Ulaoiicotrs 5
wobn 7% 1845 I
o Yot ,cfamé = .
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(g) Battles - - Lo ‘éf z
1 ¥arch 1545: ° . - e . vy
CONPCSITICH CF TRCCIS

TASK FORCE HCGAN TASK FORCE RICHARLCCH
34 Bn, 33d Arad Regt (- 1 P1t) 3d Bn, 324 Armd Regt (~ 1 I1t)
34 Bn, 36th Arxd Inf Regt (- Co G) 3d Bn, 13th Inf Regt
3@ Plt, Co C, 23d Armd Engr Bn lat F1t, Co C, 23d Armd Engr °n
3d flt, Co C, "703d TD 3n 24 Plt, Co €, T03d ¥ Bn

TASE FPCHCE THCEAS

Co @, 36th Armd Inf Regt

Co C, 7038 1L Ba (-3 :1lts)

Co C, 234 Armd Engr Bn (-2 Flte)

2d Flt, Co C, 33d irmd Regt éLt Tanks)
3d £1t, Co I, 32d Armd Regt (Med Tanks)

The beginning of the pericd found Task Force Hogan, with Task
Force Thosmes attached, engaged with the enemy east of the Urft
Canal beyond Glesch. The firat crossing of the Erft had bsen made
on the night of 27 February 1945, and 28 Feb had been gpent in
enlerging the bridgehesd and building & bridge.

Tssk Force ﬁogan-bridge'at 200648 was comﬁietod at Cl0o055
Yarch and progress wus continued in expanding the bridgehead.

‘Intermittent mortsr, artillery, and szall srzs fire fell on this
- bridge site and on ihe front line throughout the day.

At 1200 hours the east sbutment of the Clesch bridge col-
lapsed and repair work was atarted at 1340 hours. It waus esii-
mated that the bridge would be ready for use by 24CC houra,

TF Richerdson, composition aes shown sbovs, hued secured a
shallow bridgenead over tane :rft Canel in the vicinity of Paffen-
dorf on the night of 27 Feb. Lxpaneicn of the bridgehead tock
plece on 28 Peb und was contirued on 1 ¥arch. 7The bridge was con-
tleted on 28 Feb in time to meet a serious enemy counterattack
snd was in use om 1 Xarch.

An anti-tank diteh at 221638 proved to be gquite sn obstacle
to TF Richardson, but by 0220 it had been crossed and a strong
position wius held in the vicinity of 223645. Ineamy oppesiticm
consisted of heavy mortar and artillery fire during the day -to-
gether witn small aras fire, Enemy patrels were encountered
during the morning, Iwo enemy tanks were destroyed by air sugport
at Cab0C, ‘

The 395th Regiczental Coxbut Tesm, 99tn Division, attacked
tarough ¥ Rischmrdson's pouiticn at C3C0 with ‘the migsiocn of ex-
panding the btridgenead to the scuth.

. O i
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RESYTIEETED
The 4th Cevalry Squadron passed tar.ugh T Bogan's positions

with the missien of proteoting the left flaunk of the bridgehead
and of seizing the high ground north of Glesch. .

y The £3d Armd»ﬂon-Bn was atﬁachéd to CC R at 18C5 nours and
was given the mission of securing the slag pile at 2448655, of
clearing enexy resistance froz the woeds in front of 7§ Richard-
son's positions, and of securing a line of dsparture for the

‘attack of T# Richardson. The time of sttack set for 63d Armd Ron

Bn was 0200, 2 ¥arch 1945,

The lst Bn, 36th Arzd Inf Jegt, ressined attschad to CC A
and secured the towns cf #iddendorf snd Thorr.

The 2d Bn, 36th Armd Inf Regt, ss a component of CC B, moved
from Elsdorf and sesenbled in Glesch,

2 ¥arch 1852: Time of attack of the 83d Armd Rcn Bn was
chunged $0 U3L0U and at that tixe taey begun the attack to sscoure
a line of departure for the atsuck of IF ilichardson which was to
be launched at 0700, The 833 Armd Ren Bn advanced steadily in
twc columns and by C5C0C the right coluzn had reached & line run-
ning from 244645 to 247644 and at 0536 the left column had reached
& line extending from 239652 to 242650, :

At 0700 TF Hichsrdaon l.:assed through tane 83d Ared acn Ban and
the 83d reverted to Divislon control.

TF R advanced in two columszs. Enemy resistance was very
stubbore and at this time consistesd of srtillery, mortar, tank,
anti-tank and sawll aruzs fire. This type of resistance wus met
throughout the morning, but by excellent jerformance in the use of
our superior fire power and maneuver, two companies of infuntry
and five medium tanks bad succeeded in entering Hiederuussem by
1160, The eneay continued to resist in the town, but by 1600 the
main part of the town wus cleared and at 1740 CO TF R reported
taat he was ia position to butten up for the night., Inly the
extreme north-eastern edge of the town remsined in enery hands.

Task Force !logan attacked on the leit of Task Fcrce Hichardson
at C70C from & line of depsrture in the viclaity of 2C3652. Like-
wise, tlhelr oypositicn was heavy snd conristed initilally of heavy
seall arns and mertur fire. The advance c¢f the aruor was dalayed
by an AT ditch at 206657. Hen und work proauced w crossing and

--the tanks mcved in behind tne infuatry. (n attemgting to gush the

attack to Wiedenfeld, the tanks and infuntry met snti-tank fire

" from thst viecinity. By nocn TP I was stogped by the resistance

and it was 1400 before the town was entered.

The town was cleured of the enery, & rine field was removed,
and st 16CC orders were issued to TP H tc continue the attack from

REQ}TRIQT?D
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‘ ﬁ:q 5
%ledenfeld to ~uenhsim. 2nemy firs J%E seavy Irum the left flank
and for that reascn TP Hogen's attack nuc diverted tc¢ the south-
esat. The order direated thst the CC rsserve would seczure ieden—
feld, but wss later ghanged, as CG, Bd AB, oxdered CC B to send 2
force thexe for that jurpose.

By 2000, Auenneim wus mecured and TF H buttoned yp thers for
the nignt., At the close of the perlod, elements ?F 3 left at
wiedenisld were being relieved by TF Welborn of CC B3,

The lst Bn, 36th Armd Inf fegt, ws & purt of 7F Dosn of CC 2,
crossed the Brft Canal at Bergheizs and atSacked Cherauseem, The
aettack continued tarocugicut the day against moderste resistance .
and by the clese of tas perlod ihe town was secured. The 2d Zn,
Jbta Armd In{ Regt, ae & purt of IF ielborn of CC B, folluwed ‘P
Hogan aznd relleved elements of TF¥ Hogen in #iledenield,

3 March 19451 At 07C0 TF Hogan attacked from .uenheiz in the
direction oif iheidt, The 3d Bn, 3bth Arsd Inf Regti, reacned ¥on-
chof st 0720 anéd by C90C hed cleared and secured the town., In- :
fantry had worked forwerd under cover of darkness and the town was
-eantered and taken witaout dlificulty,

»~Iiter wmoving furward from Koncnof, the tacgk force cume under .
enexy tumk fire, Tue enemy tank wes degtroysd and the advance
ccntinued, Cther sneay tanks were encountered during the morning.
At 1400 TF Hogan reported a batfalion of the 99th Div on the left
hsd been contuoted, The sction of this battalion was coordinated
with the wuction of TP H, threugh the CG, as iheldt was also that
battalion's objsctive, By 1545 sidt had bsen taken and 7F
Hogsn wes preparing to continue on aisgion,

Tank fire wus sgkln directed sgainst TF Hogan se it leit
Bheidt. The fire came from leoft flank snd it wee necaszery to use
gn altsrnute route to get by it even though fighter bombers wers
used. Sy 2035 TF Hogan had resched Ctozmeln and ot the olose of
the period wag enguged in clasaring the H¥ section of the town.

TP Richerdson moved out in the attauck on Ingecdorf at €750
and was xet lmmediutely by AT fire frow vicinity of 261671.

The enemy continued to resist the advance of T7 Richardaon'.
by AT and swmall arms 1ire from 268662 and 298563, but Ingenderf
was Cwptured and the udvunce nn itczmeln was begua wi 1C{C. Heavy
AT fire forced tanks to withdraw to edge cf Ingendorf, Ine ;
platoon of medium tanks frem CU Xegerve reverted to Sattalion
controel at 12C0C,

Before it was josaible to taxe Jtommeln, it was necegsary to-
stuge a coordinated sttack iz conjunction with I# lovelsdy of CC B.
It wes & well defended town witn a minefiald whica had to be
breached, a road block which nad t{o be removed, and AT and small
arng fire wioich hed to ve reduced. :

: ' S R
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%ith TF Lovelady sttecking on the rigant, TF 3ich rdson in tue
. center, ard TP dogan cosing in on the lef:, tne enemy; resistance
could no louger hoelid and at 1700 T7 R wze Bdble to gzet heyon: the

4%, Prom thst time on, the resistcnce was not - atrong, hnd by the
close of the pericd thoe southwestern ,art c¢f the tow: was sscured,

lst Bn, 3tth aruvd lcf legt, as & curt of TF Loan of CC 4,
captured Fliesteden, ariter which thsey launchkasd zn atiect on Guysn
coordinated with zn zttack by T? lane on Iulheiwm, .fter thhe caup-
ture ol Ceyen, the bztiullon atiacked linthern, whicn wie taken by
1915 and eecured by 2005, .

24 Ba, 36th irmd Ipf legt, us & part of T? ¥Welborn of CC 3,
moved fros wiedenfeld to am attuck position in tee vicicity of
Buisdorf &t 167U The battalion wss urdered to &ttacs Jinners-
dorf. 'he sttack wus lauxched and after cvercowing moderuts re-
slatarce, the place wus secured by 2015.

In referring to the action of tu¢ coubat command snd of tne
cther units of tne Division, the Pivision cozmander asked that 1t
be made known to the trocys that the day's cperution wae as near
yariect a3 en;thing he hsd ever seen,

4 .ierc:i 1g4§= Bota task forces tontinued o secure positichs
in Stommeln and took over jpositions held previously by TP Lovelady
in the oustern part of the town., Hc.4 blocxs were establisched end

petrols were ir operzticn by nightfull ror 12 aecurity cf the
Cenbat Lc*mand ares, :

Co H (-~ 1 plt), 5¢d Ared Regt, iros lasx Force Rici.aurdson, was
vtaciied to 83d hen 5o ut (645, The rexaining platoor wus attacned
to 4ta Javalry ~qh.dron 0f 4t Cavalry Groug,

lst 3r, 36tn Arzd Inf Regt, vas relieved 14 GQJ:& and 1nthern
and woved to rfulhkelawm,

2d 3n, 36th iArad Inf Regt, coatirued io wecure .innersdorf.

Toe following ressuge woz received froz the Cocmandlag General,
‘nird .racred Ylvision:

“.dvise all of tne folleowlng: Xy personci cong niulationsz tor
& neurly psrfect operction. 'Congratulations on spearheading Tin
Corpe, the lesdlng lst aray trocps, to the .minme, CCOLLIN® Tta Jorgs.'
acknowledge-~-XUC8, "

.arch 1C45: The Jowbat Cousand centinued to secure the

~toamelsr ares. At 21.4 ITF acgal sus ttacned t. «C B snd begcn
moveuent to an govgcsbly srea abl 4264 ev 220C,

The lat .m, 36th arad Int awegt, as & part of 2F Lcam of IC 4,
attacked vologne and =t J71. toe isading elelssnts hud seatered the
' . 5 e
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outskirts of the city agasinst moederats resistznce. The advance
iunto the city ocontjinused tnroughcut the dey. liouse tc-houss *ignz-
ing end xoypping u, w:s the tj”ﬂ of tighting carried co.

24 2n, 35th irmd Ing &egt, &g 2 zars of B -elbs:“, ¢ B,
attucked at U400 and secured the towus Volkhoven, Hasch, iLladweiler,
Longerich, Fesch, %illrxuth, lelzersdori «nd Bergheimeracft, all
suburbs of Cologne,

6 iarch 1945: Tze Combat Joxzand remained in sn assexbly po-
eiticn in stommeln throughout the day and was out of contacy wita
the enemy. ZPatrois provided sacurity for the area. Co H, 323 fxud
Regt, returmed frci. the £3d :@en Bn and 184th Cavalry.

The let Bn, 3jvitn «rzd Inf cegt, as a part of 7F Loan, ocntipued
house to acuse fighting in Uclogne acd by 1€45 had reuchzd tue
tasous boz Cathedral on the west bank of tue #Zaiue Hiver. The 1lst
Bn wes tue “"Spearhead” of the "Sjearhesd” Divielcn 1in the attuck on
Cologne.

The 24 Bn, 36th srud Irf Regt, as a part cf I¥ Yelborm, CC B,
attac.ed at O4CC and by L7l had selzed tre “ord hotor lbnt in
Colognae, after walcs 1t becaxze meserve of ¢C 3,

™e 3d Bn, 36th Arzd Inf Regt, as a part of T? iiogun, attached
to CC B, attacked and selzed dlchl, a suburb of Cologne, by 1245,
The attuck wie continued against moderste resistance toward tae
shine diver. 3ineay resistance indicated that as did rnot 1"*end to
pnt up & sirong defense ic tue city.

_ { barech 19435: Tagk Force RkicLardson of tue Cozbat Comaand
rezsinsd 1a Stowzela in an azaeubl, area., IasX rorse Loveledy _
(2¢ Bn, 33d Arzd aegt, 2¢ 2n, 135th Inf Iegt, .1t Co 3, 734 7T Em,
1t Co 3, 234 arzd sngr cn) was detaciioed irou CC B at 1200 und waa
attaches to CC R, The Tash :rorce amoved to wcaseudly sress st .ul-
neis and .isnsrsdcrf during the afterncon,

’ne lst Bn, 36ta «rzd Inf Regt, contircued to sacure gositicns
along tne skine .iver in Cologne,

he <4 Bn, 36tn Arzd Inf aezt, rexziled iu assextly sosition
ag 2 part of I¥ ~selbcrn, tne regsrve of <C 3.

2d Bn, 5614 arad Inf degt, a coupcrent ol Taek Torce logsr,
attached to CU 8, continued to clear tue cssigned zoxne of the ‘acaxy
and by 160 the battalion had resched tas L:lae in Cologne.

& 2arch 1G4%: ..t 135. the Ccobat coumend wes placed on a two
nour siers and orders were lacuad tc ske & rcule reconcelssance o

the vicinity of Sruhl, vermany, wiere 1t wss contex:luted thut the
Comoat Jozoand mibn. ve woved for eazloyzent,

- 6 -
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The Combat Command was sttached to the 1st Inf Uiv effective
at 1435 and bsgan movezent 10 en asselbly area in.-the viecirizy ot
iibler, Germany. The lest elements of the CC clossd in ihe srea
at 2330, The comyp cgitian for the Copbet Cozmend wag noy as foliows:

T, K FraGs 2ICH. ALLCH A 7.3 FOHCE LOVSLADY

3d Pn, 32d arad Hegt 2d 3mn, 334 Arnd hegt

3d Bn, 13th Inf Regt ) 3d Bn, 36th .rzd ini egt

1st 1%, Co €, 234 Asrmd Engr 3n #1t,; Co B, T03d I Be

2d Iity Co C, 7034 TL e - Flt, Co B, 23d irmua Lpgr 3n
CC_COATAY ‘ - o™
o Gy, 7u38 Tu Sn (-3 plts) 3
Co C, 23%d srad Engr Bn (-2 plts) %bw‘c?

let, Cc B, Xelat on

The 34 Bn, 56tk armd lnf Regt, usd -been rellieved froo TF liogan
in tize to join T¥ Lovelady at :ulhelz.  The 23 Bn, 13th -nf negt,
way relieved from sttachment .rior tc departure and reverted to
regizental control, 13th Int Regt.

The Stouwelr arca prev*cnu;y occupied by toe Tombat Cemusnd,
wes taxen over by CC B.

_On arriving_at'Liblar, tre Combat Coumand boecane the reserve
¢f the lst Inf fiv and was to be used t¢ exploit & bridgehecd in
the event tast the bridge over tne Anine kiver al sonn wWes Cap-
tured., The Combat lommend wae put on-a two hour slert by the lst
Int DBiv. '

The lat Zn, 3oth arad Int “egf. attached :c oC Ay ard 24 3n,
26th armd Inf Regt, attached to UU B, rezained is .oslticn ia
Cologne, seourlng the west bank of the shine River.

Q btaren 1945: At U72C e report frcm Hq lst Inf Uiv w.s re-
celved tc the efisct that the bridze at Zonn had two spans de-
stroyed., In view ¢f this irnforazgtion, the Joibzt Command was s
taken cff the slert znd a ;ericd of renablilitaticr, trsining and
zzintenance began.

There wss no change ia the attszciment and di.‘oaiuiynJ cf tae
let and 248 2ns of the 3ot rad Il degt. hey recwlued irn the
Cologne =rez, attacned to “C A and ¢C 8 rogpectivaly,

= 1¢ Ferch-18 karch 1845: The Cowbat Jomk na remained in the
Liblar mrea, aehsbilitation, maintenance, and trelrinpg were con-
ducted taroughcut the period .0 £arch to 18 darch 1%4%, The CC
weo relieved from attacnment to ist Inf Div 171CC0 Larch 194H and
reverted to countrol of Third irmored Dlvision,

Ca 18 #aren 1945, CC i epd CC 3 wevre relieved in Jologne by
eleaxente cf Tho 1U4th Inf Civ., The 1st on wnd 2d .n, 36tk arud
int degt, rexeined attuched $o .CC A and JC 2 respectively :.zd
moved to the vieinity of Erual .zpd-Bacmex, Cerduny,

; AN st | i
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16 Karch 1913- Reet, rehmbilitcotion, maintenanso, and training
werc -continued by tho Combat Command, At C8CO 3d Bm, 331 Arzd Regt,
rejoined tue Conbat Coumsnd, replscing 2d 3n, 234 arnd sezt, which .
‘wes relieved azd revuerted to CC B comtrol. Zhe 3d 36, 13ta Int
" Regt, wag detacsed fros Combat Cucmend at 15CC and reverted to 13th
Infantry regiuental c¢ontrol. There wes no change in ataitus cr
dispcsitions of the 1lst and 24 3ns, 36th Arud Inf Hegt.

20 harch 1945: 24t O73C Combat Comzand wue agein attuched to
lst Int Liv,

The componiticn ¢f thae Combat Command wuc 28 follows: ﬁﬁr‘\ai

p

Pa. s sORCE AICHARLSCH ' Th3K FCRCS BRGEH + N s
3@ 2n, 32d irzd Regt 3d Bn, 334 Arcd aegt ;)
3d Bn, 36tn Arzd Inf degt (- Co I) Co 1, 36tt irmd Inf Regt

lat ?1lt, Co u, 234 irasd Lngr En 38 21lt, Cc Cy 238 Aruwd Znsr Bn
24 1%, S0 0, 703 2> Bn 3d .1t, Co €, TC3d4 T¢ Bn

Co COHTROL + Lt Col hcgan on leave to

Zngland
54th Armd F » tn X )
Cc Cy 23d Aramd Lngr-Zn (-¢ plta) : '
Co v, 703d TL Bn ? 2 91te & =
Det, Co 5, waint Zn :
¢ Flt which had ;reviously beer withn o}d icn Dn reversed to Cozpany

control CB45.

A% 110¢ orders were issued to sove et 1245 to cross the shine
aiver cover the Vil Ccor s :ostoon bridge north of hemsgen to en
apsexbly ares in the vicinity cf Lonnef, Geruuny.

iovement ast=rted st 124% arn. st -15C7 hours the first tank
arrived on the esasgt banz of the anice Hiver, .rdars were lasued
en rouss for TF Alchardson to continue the zorea - nd azssenbie near
Ittenbuch, Gerxmany, .ll unlis cic.ed in thelr ris.ectivs znsecbly
arezs by 204%. Jc I, 36ih rmd ini 1egt, w: s re.leved frecc TF o
Erowe at 225C «nd was attuched to 2F nichsrdson. IF ikdchardecon
relisved elementz of thas L6tn inf north of Ittenbach during the
niget .f 2.-2. Yuron in prepsrotiocn for sz atlack at 210600 Larcih
1945. :

21 iarch 1345: 7The attacs ol toe l6tu Inf o. the left of IF
dleherdsor began at U3 0 end by C4C. hed reaclad 66536C,

‘he mission of the Ucmbat Uo.mand was to daatrn, tiie ensxy in
its zco2 s far nortn a. te.e Jlex :lver, the finel objectives
being -uisdorf{ and .ernef{. The zone #ag nLEXrro¥ gkl g3 a resul’
the order for tne attack designeted zn sttack in coluwn of busk
forces wita T# Rlecaanrdson leading zpd TF brown in resorve.

- - .
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. Since the zote oi tue Combat Jomwand crossed ths boundary of
the iat faf Div and toe 78th inf-viv, the unusual situstior ci
changinyg from control of cze division to tast of mncicer in thne
midst of the attack gave rise to several .rovlsme, caiefly arcillery
fire, waicn hed to be solvad. ’

Tas: Force aichardscn attacked in two columre at U6CC and
progress wue gocd., By C7C0 the rigat column had sccured Bockeroth
and by (81C the leift column was in tue southern part of Heuscnen-
dorf,

The right column was held up by direct flire from tne vicinity
of 2ott end the ridge running ncrthwest whieh cverloozed the route

‘0of z2dvinoasa.

The let Iaf Div, in mhoee zone the raesistarce was locuted, wus
requested to assist in reducing i3, Alr wea uged, but it waz only
after a more acvared route of advance was located tost itoe sdvancs
could procesd, and 1t was 1330 before Daxbroich wss enterad. ‘

The left coluun attrcked and secured Birlinghoven, amd con-
tinued tne advance to rieder rleis by 1900, where the route wes

-blocked by a blown bridge et 634416, Flan: were rmads tc build a

bridge, but one coupauny of infuntry from TF R was ordered to croass

: By 25335 the infantry force dro. Y H.wss in Dulsdsrf end were
receiving interuittent artillery and mcrtur Izre. ii.ucse tc aouse
:,pe o‘ fighting made progress alow,

7¥ Hrown advanced beaind 7§ Aichardson by bourds and was
ordered to attack at 220630 Karco 45 aud' capture Hennef. iLajor
Zrown was instruetsd t¢ move his force northeast frow vazbr.desn
and begin the acteck at C6C0,

Tne 7o6th Div had cooperzted to the utzc:t with the Combat o=

" mard, and duie to o sacrtuge of infarntry of the CC, the Toto had 5

sent a pbattalion to take the nigh ground and wocded ures in to.
vicinity 654., Ihis sssisted mu.eria 1y in toe plsa for TP Crown
ard sfter 21.0 whan & route s¢ross the ¢reex hzd beex found, the
Tasx -orce movad ur. 't tne closme of the .eriod pat-cls were out

attenpting to iccate routss sud eremy resistance,

'nere wuy no chunge in  taius of lst ard &d Bns of the 36tn
sred Inf Regt. ' i

2 .arch 1945: 7 :iichardocn conilnued ojercticns in Bulsdors
gend by oLl unuc place w88 re.eried aecured. oo &, 3otn .raored
inf .egt, procaseded to ihe east and toc. the town of tosgadorf.

Time of sttack for 7F Brown wus chunged to 4.0, ZIze tanis

z8t ccnsiderable difficulty from terrain und the eneuy cffered
moderate opposition. <he leudi‘G uleuen»a entered uLnnef at 1 0C,

-
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but fighting continued until late =fterncon when thc towr was re-
purted secure, . ‘ -

Tisk Force 3rown was relievad by 24 En. 3L9£E-In£ egby at
21CC end tae Tavk Force begnr xcvezent tc escowbly srea a3 ° ling-
hovern, .

Task Force Hichardson wae relievad in buicdorf sra .tossdcrd
at 223C by elemente of 3CO9th Irnf Regt cnd bagan movement to ch
eosembly area in Stieldorf. )

The 3d Bn, 414th Iuf Regt, was attached to CC R and moved to
the vicinity of hovel. {rders were received ic move the Combat
vomzand on the acrning of 23 larch 1945 tc the vicinit, of Bovel
chd rejein 3d Armd Div., 1Tne vombat Coumand wss relieved fromw Totu
Inf Div effcctive 220,

There wes no change in status or diapositiené of 1aft and 24
~ Bos, 36ta Arxd Inf hegt(

23 xareh 1945: ¢925 movement to the asasabl; sres in toe
vicinity ot .:ovel commence erd by IC58 &ll units nad clcaed,
let and 2d &ns, jSth arxd Ind Asgt, aa cowponents .of C A end

CC b reepectively, moved across tha Rhine during tue day acd aggen-
bled ir the division area 7I3C.

24 larcih 1215. All uaits 01 une Jowbat Cammﬁna reuuiued'in
-the zzeembly ares at Hovel, JU ard steff studied _lspa for an
extensive o.srstion which would carry tne CC to altenkircnen.

There was no change in lsé ond :d Hns, 36th armd Inf legt.

&5 wareh 1G4%: At C4CC the 3d Armored iiviasion atiacked wita
CC A and Uv O abreest wish CC R followine on the two center routea.

“ltenkircaen was the lnitial cbjective, but orders were issued that
the udvance would not ba helted cut ¢f centaces wita the enauay.

Task sorce llchardscn use!l tne risht gerter rcute in tae
divigion zore and maintuined clcae contact with 77 Lare of .C ..
iF bogan uged tne left center rcutoe and meintuined close contact
witn v 3. Compositiin cf task fcrces wuas the siume as vefore,.
except tust ernuire 34 3n, 36t . rad inf ~regt, was attacaed te IF
Hogan, (Lt-ch Hogan nod resurned {rox lesve axnd suruced comwurd
of tba task ca.§ ¥ovesent Yegan from the ascembly aree at lovel
et 145. and by 2U30 ell units nad cloced in an a:zembly arsa near
sreussneld, uar_any.

“he 1lst in, 36ta irmd iuf segzt, attacied at 4.0 23 a yart of
.¥ l'oan and advanced oo acute 4, tne svuthern route. ‘he 7F ran
into & minefieid at 753293 asnd « an 2nd .F firs slowed the advence.

& 10 =
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After overconing ths resistance, tre advance was Iipid until

erexzy resiciznce, -consglsting of nine 20 ma flak guna ska two taaks
wae noet 2t ichoneberg (8C6237), . rtiHllery fire xnocZze out tae
flek _ceitione ard opne tenk and tne advonce toward Flanzerciald
(5527) wss resuzed, Zetween .choneverx and -lazmersield twu road
blccks and ideavy smz2ll arag fire were encounterszd snd tboe cloge of
the zericd foupd the force short .f -lawsersield.

fhe 24 En,'SGth irad In{ degt, attucned to IF telucrm, JC B,

‘attecked through -the ist Inf Ulv and advenced to ard secured the

town of Xerwelss by the end of the pericd. Ihw lire cof ettudx was
eleoeng a celn roud on g ridge line, =lways undar cbserveiion of the
ecery froz the Iront und flank, & strengz enemy pogliicrn was zet
initielly, but &t eus overcoxe by use of criillery. after tist,
chief difficulty was frycw terrcin.

26 kercn 1345: Contoet wes pedntuined wiin oC 4 end O 2

throushout the morring. At 143, orders wers recelves 0 expley

I'¥ nlchurdsor in ths gone bstween T lovelady of CC B zud TF Hune
cf .C A for toe purpese of slding the udverce c¢f CC B a2nd to clear
the erexy frow tne aren ceiweern ihne ccluuns. TF JAdchurdson roved
from &Lis asmexbly sree al 1.0, btul .rogress #zu slow due to tua
corditicn of the roeds end tratiic copgeeticn, Lowever, clten-
kirchen was resched by 1700 without oppeositick and zcpping-up oper
etions against remeining enemy there were tazing place, it luvy
orders were racelved t¢ continue the sdvancs o tus ezst ¢n Aoutes

'l and 2 of tue divialoh, taking ovsr ine xte.di.zm of CC B. IF

Hogen wes moved forwasrd siod sdvenced om smecute I, TF Richardecn
continued te wdvance on soute 2. vy toe olose of the perios both

coluagol were rroceeding slowly due o the visibllity and the terriin,

t: At CE30 Ti's with Jst In, Suin

. aegt, knocked out a .arx ¥ tupnk st flaimersicid znd thu
etb0sz muvad on o Lber .ambuch (U428). anen elercate left Cbar
inmbach, they werc et by hesvy ..T end ariillery fire, .fter over-
coring thi: reslsvunce with srtillery, tlie adv xce comiinued &3

Sachonvurg (U629) without difficully, Luring ihs nignt secvy scrtar

fire {ell on tae north =2dxg: 0f Sne town,

L4 zhy, 36tn .rias Inf negt. Iy C200 the rced wulen kad ceuseu
toe delcy vf trne battalicn oc the dey before wus rezaired and the
ady uce constinued t. the ailgh zround easi cf etiersen, Tac liizh
ground vas gecurcd by U345 :pd tie utizck for :iasaslbrucii was con-

tipued =t .73C, Tank snd T fire biocked advancy, inflicted lozsean,

and the force wea ordersd buck to recr whize. .. dlsaounted attuck
scueduiea for 13.C wae slec delayed bty chserved urtillery fire, and
it wzs not until 1435. that the attack wre luourcied. Thids tite it
w8 zucceasful snd thoe towe wes eecured by 1545. - road ublock neld
up tne sdvance con Chercth, but wee overcome cne the tina securea by
24cC, ‘pewy reaiztance concisted cof sasll srie fire acd harsssing
artlllery fire.
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27 ¥arch 1245: Tavk Porce Hogan continued to advance throuzi-

cut the nisnt epnd meorning. At Seltefela (1336) scoe resiatsince wss
fet, but 1§ woo 1uick1J “¥areone *nd the sdvance continued.

fazk ¥orce 2icherdsan nmlistained = popld cdvupes th rou neus
the day. Snemy resistacce was light, but thers was dilficuity froz
terraizn, i

3y ths close of ice ,orio&, 1¢ sicnardscz wans adoniinuizg the
sdvanca ontdillanburg and T¥ Hogan wag neolted for refueliins nor bh-
sest of liof, :

7he let 2a, 36th Arzd Inf iegt, centinued o rapid advance with
I¥ Lcan arnd by the close of the pardicd Lad captured mud ascurad
Lerborn and had »ecursd s Cerossipg cvar toe 2111 Xiver, Contact
wes made with Ten ~red Liv oa vigat flunk, The 2d 3n, 35%h srad
Inf sagt, with TFf delborn, moved in rezerve can doute 2 =nd closed
gt Holn at 2200, )

- 26 _¥arch 13%2: IF Hogan, nitar rafualing, coniinued e rapid
edvance and by 0730 Led entersd Lillenburg with littls egpoaltior
end hud sescuregd tane town bg <930, -ZP Richardson advsaced rozidly
witn light resistince and by 1C15 wes on tne objective 1o tbe wrec
.souta of [illerburg &t HRiederscioeld. BSotk Task Forces sescured ithe

objective throughout the day cnd plans wers made for a luag tarucy
porthesrd with ederborn as the objlectiva.

1st Bl %6tk Armd ind degt, conducted maintenance cf equi,ment
pending receipt cf new crdera as CC I paesed through LU 4.

2y ¥arch 1%42. Beth columns LO?Bd frox uillenburg at UbLC with
TP Hogut on acute 1, the left rcute.

*F Hiohardscm's sdvince wer very rupid acd in one ingtance
advsnsed SC miles 1 s noure end 13 zinutes.

77 Hogan's advonoe sroceeded ropidly st fir.t but was hela up
oy heavy resistance during the la¥e merning. Iy 1200 7P Logan'
way out of comnunication.

& Ricnardscn reached Ariion at 150C and clesred and asscwred
the tewn, & relay staticn wsas sant bugk over The route to oeontact
T¥ Hogzan., Tie force celled in the vicinity of ‘hulen Zor toe
night. The advance of &7 milex frop billecourg to thulen wes zade
in 16 zours. ;

The 24 3n, 36ta arad inf Zegt, fellosed B34 fen Sn and at ‘the
#nd of the pericd was at lbar Larsbury, l2s: than 30-gilocetors -
froms the finzl objectiva,

igt fn, 36ta rnd Inf dezt, wus in C0 & and foligwed TF Love=-
ledy on douta 3. .

-2 -
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0

on 4 o “‘—.-‘- RS ;3 3 ‘ = .
RESTRICFED
30 X¥axch l;&ﬁ: T® Xicpnarcson jumped oif at UTui on soute 2
and wdvanced initially; wlth no o.positivn. .ater smmil pockets
of resistance were zet esnd guickly cverccre,
vpcn Ycaching 683392, heavy resistancs irom-cnemy PRLZGr-
faustas and tanks wes encouniered. UClos¢ air support from dive-
bombers was glven and sided the advance of the coluzn to (6U241%)
Nordborchsn, where at tne clome of the period the force wese ¢o-
gaged in olearing toe town of very stubborn U3 trocps.

] 77 Bogan continued the advance throughout the night arnd st
0345 was ordered to mova by 8 latersl route to Soute 2 and to
follow acute 2 %0 Brilcon wnere it would resume the advance on
Route 1, the leit route, “he cclumn advanced rapldly tc Wewer
(6684365 where the coluxn waa atoppyed by punzerfaust snd smell
aras fire, ) S -

In the case of both 77 Richardsco and TF Hogzan the reaistance
proved tc be tne stronzest tbat Lhed bein met on the drive. The
defenders were troops frcm wh arwy school center north of ‘uder-
born, whp were firet class troo,s and who knew how to defend with
whet they had, The panzerfanst was used effectively a3 sn unii-
persounnel weapon, - - .

"2d DIn, 36th irmd In{ Regt, mitached to CC B, passed tarough
634 xcn 3p et 12CC., 3$4ff resictance wags accountered in the vi-
einity of Etteln {710373) end semborn (71841C), In tae vicioity .
of Hamoorn the encumy attaczed the center of the column and by
careful chcice of terrcin and lack of armor in the coluzn, he wmus
eble to destroy a larze nucber of half-track vehiclas. The bat-
talicr «g#s dlsorgenized to a certaic extent azd CC A sent a force
to ciezn out the aenecy.

let 2n, 3tth srxd Inf aext, fouznt .8 trooss eouth of atteln
apd iz the Boddekern Forsat, :

zall arma fights cortinuad throurncut the night, - '

31 saxreh 1045: TIF Hogmzn sieat tie enitire day in closring
ztubborn resistance frosm ‘ewer, st 1953 tue fown wos re orisd
clesred and secured., a~esistance of tihe saxe type a3 tie da; be-
fors made it en extre.ely difficulit task to rld tre town cof the
enemy.

°F R1cherdsca plso fousat a atubborn emexy sll day. T 23K
T? « reported lordborcnan pecured and a force zoved znorth us far
sg the road at 69T425..

7F Hogan sent a szu:ll force to .alzkctten tc selze thst ;lace,
By 2230 the force had reesched tke iJd et 6% 4090 sed recelved panger-
faust and small aras fire, :(t w:s delayed in movipg further by =
burnirg ensmy vealcle. '

215 &
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RESTRICTED

-—.---———

The hixh ground nor.nwest of ‘lewer was pecured anl the tsaok
“"force buctoned UZe ' S o ‘

ls% En, 3ota . rzd inf dagt, spe&b the dity in gle:ring ue
soddekan Foresiy.

2& Bn, 36th Ar=d Inf Zgoxt, cf 77 Jelkorn, CC B, sttacked %o
ssize the nigh 5round taraee kilomsiers scuth of Paderborn. The
ground was seoured witnout opgoait ien, Sut tihe enemy counter-
attaciked with five tanks at 1l43C uné drove taoem back to tha vi-
cinity of Hamborn. The battzlion assault guns acgounted for tarse
of tha five enemy tanzz and sfter zhe fcrce waaz reorgeniged ths
bigh ground wos retazon and secured,

the scgount of the drive cide b, the Taird . rmored vivision,
@& reported in this documen:, does not tell tho complete story of
the snorsoug amount of enemy equijpzent overrun, ths vast eupplles
tagen, tiue stagrering number of prisuners captured, tha comzuzica-
tion lines disrupted, the roud nets cut, cr the graut morale efisct
it haed on the Cerzmmn civilian snd military population. This
.acoount is more a factuwnl rocord of how 1t mos done.

L (b) Commsnding Uiflb&f“ ic imsortsct snesgenenta:
36th irsd Inf Hdegt Col @& L Howze
1s¢ bn, 36tk ired Ing 1e(t it Col & R Orr
24 In, 3J6th Armd Inf Hegt 28 Cel T J Xeran
3d Bn, -‘otr_armd Int Hext = = Laj R 2 Chsney

11t

(1) Chengee in Commund: lone.

T

T A —— - A'Qt«v--'

ik} 7~
< v A p -
3%»-&.‘4 4.4'. i dsa
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(1) LGS3:3 IN ACTION:
| ASK GRADE

BAME
- OutsBall, Howard L.

Krchnar, Michsel ¥.

-Gaapara, John P,

Landright, Beauregsard
Ruminer, Vaughn D.
Zaruska, Joseph (MMI)
8inks, Semuel %.
Brown, Noxward 8!!1)
Narino, Alfred @.
Puoells, Charles ¥.
Yaocchiano, Frank 8,
Bi11, willtiem A.
Musselnan, (Olyde E.
Perroue Williem J.
‘m.. “._Q"
Stout, George B, :
Yadsworth, Leamon B.
Crokex, John Q. 8x,
Shepherd, Ralph 2. J¥x,
Tenpenny, Oharles L.
Humphries, Allen 2.W,
Connell, Alfen L, A
Bundrick, Herman M.
Vender Linden Willisa P,

" Pokki, Aaron E..

Sullivan, Clayton 7.
Lamos, niohatd R.
Ademesyk, Felix J.
Beocerrs, Prank (EMI)
Colbert, Raleigh F.
Pinnegan, Thomas J.
Hull, 3411 H,

Hicks, Rodert 3,
Hordlund, Msurice V.
3abel, Alphonse (MMI)

) m"on. m. ‘0

Shick, Jemes J.
Zwiok, Lawrence A.
Strelau, Norman A.
Burch, Thomas 0.
Johnson, Ernest L. J.
Renesu, Willis G.
Guan, &o:loy Y.
Patsie, Jezes I,
Freenan, Verncn ¥,
Przeslawski, Joha 3,
Hazurek, Charles X,
!olkinlon. Bodert L.
Quess, Richard M.
Lanningham, Willism (RMI)

- 15 -

83760762 Pfo
33075211 Pfo
42122330 -Pvd
34767972 Prs
387351209 Prt
11065208 m
e 22
gt
42106034 Ffa
31448820 vt
42190141 bz
37631049 be {}
42140307 b4 { ]
%1466002 o
39204556  Pfo
57120045 8/3g%
- 35079530 Pvt
34938333 Pyt
959138961 Pfo
%4884410 o
54879851 Plo
52945339 8/8g%
01011158 Qapt
0485920 2¢ L%
51433743 Pre
34849025 Sgb
469 Py
36349254 5/3gt
36779523 rfa
01398479 18% Lt.
1308031 5/38%
$9476559 o
390492 /5
37032925 /5
31422353 Pto
34384077 rfo
Hapt
37596737 Pfo
%5140095 Pfe
34168056 8/9g%
$4983221 rfo
56768146 8gt
360356482  1/3g%
34173762 ?to
$6411261 Pfo
36980136 e
0375590 1at Lt
23929391 Lo
58055322 Tfe

B e B o A B U U N0 A 0 0 U N A R D D 1O RO B0 AT D0 RO D N I B el el il e e b

5200 BN BN NS N BB BSOS NS NS OAS OW BE BS A R BS

DATR OF CASUALTY

®
1 Mar 1845
3 Mar 1945

B
o
Wk
5%
o+
(Y

RERRRERRARAAS

EEREEEER

13-4
P e g g ot
DWW O DO DWW
P
WIAR AN AR A AR

'E

-4
v
W W
R
VIR

o
WD
L e
W an

1945
1945
1943

1945
1945

HERRRERESERR

pe
L ]
ol
WO
e
Yy

ar 1945

LR
| ool od
eV
R
Ui\

ar 19485
ar 1945
ar 1945
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(2) ;' - 1% ACTION; (Oostinued)

it mlan*?ﬁoaa ?. LED
"~ Keok, chn'lu 3.
Anderson, Virgil A.
Huolwmen, Aldext P.
Cuxr, Joha H,
Kirdy, Iouglss X
.‘0110‘", de Ao (IO)
green, Gildert X,
: shro:l.ner, Galen B, Jr.
Sohlethauer, David J., .
Lindsay, Wa&.’ '
Ruggiexo o 1
ncmuﬁar, Yeracn J,
8imn, James P,
Nelaki, Béwart J, -
ltuor Jense R, “
Sutherisnd, Jemes (ntx) '
ot gy B b
Beightol, John !.
uu.’. Paul X,
:rm, rm :o .
124 oxge ¥.
lgm' red H,
!oli John deo
lowi 1, Peter
stophm, Heyol (lm)
ltookl. Hoy B.
Ssoltman, Harold A,
Chaves, mu (ME1)
giveon, Arthur 8.
Streicher, John E.
Ransey, Joseph X.
Grm Paul A,
Springmno, uuu- Re
Manfredi, Edward O, :
Sohmids, Ro‘blrt A
- Metoaslfe, John ¥, -
Bigsunstad, Norman 3.
Bequivel, Ouadalu
- Borowilz, Julins
Diam. ed 3,
Encinias, Jose R.
Shaxp, Donald i,
Noxris, Ssuusl B,
" Olsem, Harold D.
Lecks, Geoxge M, -
Bwiﬂ Rodert 3B,
mm. Chaxles 8,
Neiderer, Richard J.
- Hee, Axthur B..
mdoax, Hayanse (¥:1)

(wux)
A%1)

5

- ASE GRADE mtz OF CASUALTY
$2958087 B/3g% 5 ar
- 36042860 Hc _ 3 Mar 1945
. 36845029 : -4 Max 1945
56260374 z/s 4 fay 1945
. 14012451 8/8g% 4 ¥ar 1945
5659306 8/9g% - 28 Peb 1945
14019616 Pto 28 Pod 1945
3565 ggi 4 Ear 1949
S8i04623  8/%t 3 Mer 1945
: ; ar
36892880  Pfe 8 Mar 1945
11066492 B/8gt " § Har 1945
$5691299 = PP . 8§ Mar 1945
34033108 - P8 % Mar 194%
36036156 - ¥e. -9 Mar 194%
38688847 2 Poo '8 Mar 1945
42177165 Pfeo - 5 Mar 1945
0374352 1st s 5 Bax 1945
33712470 Pto § Mar 1949 S
33885437 R 74 ] .5 Max 1945 %”'\a\
"'3‘33‘2' g amarips 4 4
;6 ~Ple 3 Bar 1945 Ty
,%nsn b S Mar 1948 o
.36983529 ¥o T % Mar 1945
36078199 gy - % Kar 1943
33731074 e () B Har 1945
56691723  Ffo .5 Har 1945%
386’138;5 2 ] 28 Fel 1545
\ 33;564 0. - Flo 28 Peb 1945
56889177 o . 28 Peb 1945
- 6254169 Biag 28 Yeb 1945
8756804%  Pfe 5 Har 194% }
$1039872 Sat .8 Mar 1945
- 32802896 Pfa 5 Har 1945
37114049 . 2/3gt 5 Kaxr 1945
1290976 Ca S Har 1945
38506589 /5 6 Baxr 1945%
38679210 Prt 6 Mar 194%
32811792 Vvt 3 Baxr 1945
55492883 Pfo 6 Mar 1945
38580025 Pto 2331' 1949
53433504 2/5 Mar 1945 ;
33950981  Pfo 6 Maxr 1945 i
36983599 ¥fo 6 dar 1945 }
35659238 Pto 6 dMar 1945
%2922302 fe . 6 Haxr 1945
$3148917 8/9gt -6 Mar 1945
33871554 - 8/3g% 6 Mar 1945
36785389 o 6 Mar 1945
$8652099 Pfo 6 ¥ar 1943
- 16 =
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($) B333BS IN AOTI: (Continmed)

232

HAME \ AZR GRAIR DTE OF CASUALTY
Eﬁfivm._ JOE Te 9%, SZS'im §“ . b Har
Thompson, Harry O. 56893797 Prt 6 Maxr 1945
Atkinson, Stanley 2. 36471638 Pré 6 Mar 1945
Sohaefer, Millard J. sggsocz‘r Pfo ‘gs Mar 1945
Kickels, Thomas A, 36834852 Pfo Mar 1945
Young, Carl X, 36078460 2/38% 6 Mar 1945
Wilson, Neill R. 34854021 PLe 6 Mar 1945 -
Hornig, Everets P. 42185724 Py § Mar 1945
Jaffee, Irving (¥u1) - 36119686 8/3gt 6 Mar 1945
Bleier, Louis A, 56078286 . 8/8g% " 6 Mer 1945
Frideastine, Robert L, 35516451 " Pfo 6 Maxr 1945
Jolly, Algie L. 38447370 Pvh 6 Mar 1945
Parner, Justia (MMI) 16061747 . 8/3gs 6 Uar 1945
Hanson, Orval @, 37596933 i ] 6 Maxr 1943
Odom, Prentiss (WMI) 34849393 Prt 4 Mar 1948%
¥illiams, Meax 3, : 35293280 o 7 ¥axr 1945
Brink, Rodert Cs 35086685 Pfo 7 Mar 1945
Henxy, Lucious O, 34837953 e 8 Mar 1945
Sullivan, Luther L. 38667436 Pré 8 Marxr 1945
Baughn, Richarxd Q. 38570747 Pyt 7 May 1545
Morries, Robexs L. 357625530 Pfo- T Max 1945
Devis, Rarry R. 15042910 Pto 4 Xaxr 1945
ey, Harry B. 33714846 ras B - 7 ¥ar 1945
Posterx, Billy J. 38699487 Plo 27 Yob 1945
Satak, John J. 37587332 - Pfo. - 27 Peb 1945
_ glmu,s!hcogo:o Pe 37'_503222 Flo 11 Mar 1945
' Sesse, Samuel J. 3 ! ar
lany." Jaok HEEI - ;?966&2?5 cc I}Ar 2994?
Iunceford, Robert T, 37129967 Tec 5 14 M¥exr 1945
Peeples, Robert H, 34331093 PLo 15 Kar 1945
¥alcolmson, Ealph HEI 51433087 Frs 21 Bar 1945
Burton, Carvel RxI Jr 3590C103 Pyt 21 Kar 1945
Vest, linwocd I, 33857851 Sgt 21 Ear 1945
Edenfield, Amos L. 420807608 Pyt 21 kar 1945
Levchuek, John NI 35659938 3 4 21 Mar 1945
Rosa, Kerrill HEI Jr 35893614 Pvt 21 Rar 1945
Monaghan, Zdward J. 32927319 b ] 21 Eer 1945
¥ills, Oland C. . 33905901 - ¥fa 21 lar 1945
Love, Noah E. ; 59424123 vt 21 ¥ar 1945
Huntley, Charles O, 34935503 ife 23 Nar 1945
Kostyos, Adam REL 36980202 rfo 23 ¥ar 1945
Puller, Ricamond REI - 38591361 Ffe 23 ¥ar 1945
Brown, Arthur A, 34845313 kge 21 Ker 1945
Stroupe, Claude A. 14123472 Pvt 21 Bar 1945
Kowek, Harry Ml 36965604 rfc 22 Ear 1945
Brower, Emery HNuil 36117665 Fte 24 Nar 1945
Jonker, ZEugene G. , 36158144 7/ 5gt 21 ¥ar 1945
Cannon, Homer L. ~ 36313688 8/3gt 22 Kar 1945
Rayuan, Hicuard L. 3711C546 3/3gt 22 Mar 1945
Underwocd, Floyd L. 37016320 t 22 Mar 1945
Poohtar, Rubin HEX. 32174546 {0 22 Har 1945
Engleka, Irvin A. Jr. 33757191 Sgt 24 Yar 1945
w1l =
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reiaylde L ED
- (§) PForuer and Present Members Fho Have Distinguished 2.
Selves in Aotion: : .-
. NAMR A3N GRADE TYFE P AWARD AUTHOR.
ornell, Warren F. - 2 5] Silver 3%ar ¥ AD O
Werner, Arnold B, ST120070 3/3g¢ * AL B
© Harding, Fred W, 35118541 Pyt . . . 5 &
Jensan, Ralph ¥, 36274424 /3988 *  Posthumous St
Potts, Clifton J. 36118482 &gt L G » W A
Knight, Gadriel M, 38223146 - L . A
Schoenfeld, Delbert R.37663725 rfe = . = LN
Harding, Fred W, 56118541 Pvé Bronze Star ARt
Dllard, ¥illaima 0. 0537391 1st Lt = . Fosthumous LU
Bell, Wodrow ¥, 15090068 rfo . . . EEE
Booper, Béward R. 11052098 rfe . . . * = =
¥oFall, Ealph L. 14043062 Pfo = " . WL D
Peterson, Gilbert A. 17046420 »rfe . . » . . o
dust, Albert J. 37076251 b5/3gt Pronze Btar " ..
Ruggiero, Emilio 11066492 S/8gs " L L
Sarrett, Jesse B. 99%09071 8/3gs * " LA B
Sheel, Edwaxd R. ST016%47 8/Sgt ° . L
Ilkenic, Thomas J. 35273905 %/4 . . e *® v =
Rodgors, Joseph H. Jxr 35046712 Opl . v & T . %
@Goad, James L. 14043068 2/3 L - y i i)
Horgan, Kenneth L. 39049141 Pfo * s % 5 i
Moline, Alvin O, 39459099 Pfo . . Ny > e 0w
Ponzetti, Charles A. 31123893 Prfo . - - & . e
Schulman, Barnet - 42132434 rfo * 2 .
8troup, Georgs T. 93775388 Fto . » ‘ w "
Cook, Robdert J. 0515019 18t Lt Osk Lesf Clustexr to S.3. * *
Homsey, Joseph 32214682 ©/5gt Silver Star » o »
Otto, Peul F, 35046545 S/3gt * » . .
Yarbery, Bill 52057386 Pfo » » « o »
Stroud, Lyle L. 36864%939 ive » . L
0'Oonnor, Leonard B, 36767413 T/53t Bronse 3tar-Oak Leaf « & v
Cluster to,
Sprouls, George A. 571254775 Pfe Aronze Star .=
Swiner, Frank J. 33674051 »Pfo * » .
¥illlems, Robert D. 37487284 rfo . . LI I
Bret, Willard 3. 01996439 18t L% ! » LI
FKreutzer, Leonard J. 37086854 38/3gt " » LU
Engleka, Irvin A, Jr. 33757191 GSg¢ . . “ & =
Boldreghini,louls 0. 34881102 Prfo L " e .
Mottern, Earl J. 33688622 rfo . . B B
3ald, Harvey S. 0462284 1st Lt Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster
t0 Bronze 3taxr LA Al L
Engleka, Irvin A. 33757191 Sgt . . s
Ksmeth, Lysll J. 01293093 1st Lt BSronze Star o« " .
L] L] "
Jendland,Frederiok F. 38870%0° 1oLt Al lser B RTRPWE, " "
ksoszynski, Alexander 36166979 Ffec Bronze Star " n n
Pacheok, Stanley F. 32936334 Fifo Bronge Star LA
Preaton, D. W, 34807352 vt Bronze Star L
Cwen, James T. Jr, 398346 Yajor Uronge Stur G
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(x) PaoTosrazhsgs Sona.

{1)- Laclosures:

1, Journal

for the Comsanding Officer:

2UNOND Solsbhubadly
Capt, 36th arxd Iaf Zegt,
44 Jutant.

iy
3ng 27

1
g’vz. 5

G -

1
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment - After Action Report - April 1945
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sdomaer

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SIXTH ARMORED INFANTRY REGIMENT : 0
APO 253, U S Army R

L
SURPLYS  * 3° “exit 1945

: v:JON RECORD MATERIAL
Subject: Letter of Transmittal. 'l RECORDS DI, NARS,

To : Commanding Generel, Third Armored Division, APO 253.

Enclosed herewith are After/After Action Reports for
the month of April 1945 with enclosures thereto.

For the Commanding Offi

s9qe
EDMOND (SR, MAN
Captain, 36 Inf Regt
- ‘ Adjutant
nels:

No. 1 - After/After Action Report.
No. 2 - Journal - April 1945.

No. 3 - True Copy - General Orders No. 54, 3d AD - 30 April 1945.
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HEEADJUARTERS THIRTY SIXTH ARKORED INFANTRY REGIMENT
A PO 253, U S ARKY

30 April 1945
SUBJECT: Aetion ageinst Enemy, Heports After/After Lction R‘porta.

TO : THE ADJUTANT GENERAL -

Weshington, D.C. . (thru channels)

() Original Unit: No change

(b) Changes in Orgenizetions:

(1) Regimental Hesdquarters, headquarters‘Company,
service Company, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, were z part of
Combat Command "R" throughout the period.

(2) The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiuent,
wae attached to Combut Command "A" ag part of Task Force "Boles"
and/or Task Force "Orr" throughout the period.

(3) The 24 Battalion,'BEth Armored Infentry Regiment,
was attached to Combat Commend "B", as part of Task Force "Welborn"
throughout the period,

(4) The 3@ sattalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment,

wae attached to Combat Commend "R", as part of Task Force "Richard-
son" throughout the peried,

(o),St;oggthz'

Date , Officers Warrant Officers Enlisted ken
1 April 1945 109 4 2350
3C April 1945 - 99 4 2416
Net loss or gain: -10 0 + 66

(d) Statione: No change.

g ; Mgrggog: Marches same as Battle Narrautive shown in
paragraph (g) this report,

(£) Camgéigng: kcne designated sinee last report.
(g) Battles: |
Throughout the periocd, exce.t for temporary
changee as shown in the narrative following, Combat Command "R" was
composed of the following units:

o
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SECRED
Regimental Hq & Hq Company, 36th irmd Inf Regt
34 Battalion, 36th Armd Inf Regt

Service Company, 36th Armd Inf Hegt

3d Battalion, 32d Armored Regiment

34 Battalion, 33d Armored Regiment

54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

Company C, 234 Armored Engineer Battalion
Compeny C, 7034 Tank Destroyer Battalion
Company C, 45th Armored Medical Battelion

Except where otherwise indicated in the narrestive following,
Combat Commend "R" was divided into Task Forces, during the month,
as folleows:

TASK FORCE HOGAN - TASK FORCE RICHARDSON

34 Bn, 33%d Armd Regt 3d Bn, 324 Armd Regt

33 Bn, 414th Inf Regt (1 - 11 Apr) 34 Bn, 36th Armd Inf Regt

3d Bn, 4Tth Inf Regt (12-25 Aprg ist Flt Co €, 234 Armd Engr Bn
3d P1t Co C, 234 Armd Engr Bn 24 r1t Co C, 7034 TD Bn

34 P1t Co C, 7034 TL Bn

COMBAT COMMAND DIRECT CONTRQL

Regimenital Hg & Hq Compeny, 36¢tu iArmd Inf Regt
Service Company, 306th Armd Inf Regt

Company C, 23d Armd Engr Bn (lese 2 plts)
Company C, 7034 Tank Destroyer Bn (less 2 plts)
Company C, 45th Armd Medieal Battalion ‘
54th Armd Field Artillery Battalion

AY the beginning cf the period Combat Command "R" was engaging
the enemy, continuing the battle as releted in the battle nerrstive
at the end of liarch, Task Force "Richardson" was in the vieinity
of Nordborchen, and Task Force "Hogan" weg in the vicinity of
fewer, ! .

BATTLE NARRATIVE

1l April 1945%: Task Force Richardson continued his operation
begun e dey previous to seize the high ground northwesi of Nord-
borchen (0355) to iuwprove his position and cover the attack of .
Task Force Boles. At 0355 hours this objective was rezched after
overconing resistance from entrenched infantry and some anti-tank
fire, They secured their positions and started patrol contsct
with Task Force Boles at 693448,

) Tesk Force Hogan attacked southwest from Wewer, seizing Salz-
kotten, The Task Foroe entered Salzkctten at (110 against cou~
parctively light resistcnce. By 0440 hours the town was cleared
and secured, and tankes pushed out to the high ground north of the
town, Taek Force Hogan left & small blocking force on the meain
road at the northeast edge cof Wewer and another small infantry

i

LECEREZ
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force at 658446 in position to fire on the Szlszkotten-Paderborn
road, ©Salgkotten was secured during the dey and patrol contact
maintained with Tesk Force Boles at 671442,

The combat command CF moved to Nordborchen (683417) at 0900
hours, '

The 1lst Battalion, 36ih Armored Infentry Regiment, attached
to Combet Command "A" ae part of Tagk Force Boles, attacked through
Task Force Richardson at Nordborchen at 0626 hcours and advanced
north to Paderborn. Dug-in enemy tanks, anti-tank fire and small
arng fire were encountered, but they proceeded across the railroad
and helped clear and secure their sector,

The 2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, attached
to Combat Command "B" as a peart cf Task Force Welborn, ettacked
Paderborn in the northeast part of the town and helped clear this
sector, i

2 Lgrgl %%gi: Task Force Richardson moved into Alfen at 1000
-hours and continued to secure the town of Kirkborchen and Alfen
and meintain patrol contects with Task Force Boles on the north,
-834 Armored Field Artillery Battalion on the east, and both forces

of Task Force Hogen. Some FPrisoners of War were brought in.

Task Force Hogen continued to secure 3algkotten and Wewer and
maintained contact by patrols with Task Force Boles to the east
and Task Force Richardson, During the night 1 - 2 April, the
route of the Task Force Boles patrol was cut by an enemy infiltra-
tion on the road, vicinity 660450, and at 0730 hours a force from
Task Force Hogan moved out to sweep this area and the woods, vi-
cinity 656453, The enemy forces had withdrawn, and no contact was
mede. Beginning at 2000 hours, elements of Task Force Hogan in
Salzkotten were being contacted by patrols from the 2d Battalion,
16th Infentry, in Gesche, ,

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Command "A" as part of Task Force Boles, and
continued to secure the western part of Faderborn snd meintain
patrol contact with Combat Command "B" and Combet Commend "R".

The 24 Battelion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, as part of
Task Force Welborn of Combat Command "B", continued tc secure the
northeast part of Paderbern and conducted security patrols.

3 April 1945: Combet Command "R" continued to defend, patrol,
and maintein road blocks throughout the period., Task Force Hogan
gent & patrol north from Salzkotten which made contect with ele-
ments of the 8th Armored Division at 597432 at 1555 hours, Another
patrol wes sent to Upspringe during the day, without opposition.
Task Force Richerdson continued to patrol and defend throughout the
day and night, ©Some Prisoners of Waer were brought in,
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The let Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, remsined
attached to Combat Command "A" as & part of Task Force Boles, znd
sent patrols to Delbruck to contact the &th Armored Division.
FPatrols were maintained throughout the pericd.

The 2d Bettaelion, 36th Armored Infantry kegiment, remained
attached tc Combat Cosmand "B" as part of Task Force Wwelborm, and
continued to patrol and defend ites secior,

i April 194%: Task Force Hogan continued its patrols and the
gecurity o ts position throughout the day and night,

At about G700 hours Taek Force Kichardson sent & battle group
of one tank coumpany and one infantry company to relieve elements of
Task Force Lovelady with the mission of seeuring lichtensu. At 1210
houre the town wae clesred snd secured. The battle group remesined
in the town, securing it. Another force waes sent to sweep the
Boddeken Foreet, vicinity Neuboddeken. CO(ther elements remained in
place and secured snd patrolled their sector throughout the period.

The lst Battalion, 36th irmored Infantry Regiment, remeined
attaeched to Combat Command "4" e part of Tagk Force Boles and
remained ip position securing its assigned sector in raderborn and
doing maintenance on vehicles and weapons,

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Command "B" es part of Tark Force Welborn, which
moved &t 2000 houre to Herbram (8142) and secured it ageinet very
light resistance,

g April 1945: At O&l) hours the Commending Ufficer went to
Divigion to get the plan of atteck and at (900 hours had & meeting

of the Tesk Force Commanders., The Divieion plan plsced Combat Com-
mands "A" and "B" in the asssult, with Combat Command "R" in Divi-
sion reserve., The Division was %o jump ofi &t 120C hours. Combat
Commend "A" wee in two columns on the left end Combat Command "B" in
two columng on tkhe right of the fivigion gone, Combat Command "R"
wes to follow Taek ¥orce iHogan on Route 2 end TF KRichardson on Loute
%. Combet Commend "R" CF wass to follow Task Force Hogan con Route 2.
That portion of Task Force Richerdscn which wes in Lichtenau was to
move directly from there snd join the coluwn on Route 3, snd the
force at Alfen wes to move to the southeast, leaving the eset road

to Task Force liogan. Tesk Force Hogan was to mcve via Alfen and
Fordborchen and stay off the Kirchborchen road. The Combat Command
wes put on & one hour alert et 1300 houres and eterted wmoving at

1915 hours on the routee assigned. At the close of the period, Task
Force Hichardson was continuing tc move to an assembly position
vieinity of Dringenburg and Taek Force Hogan to an assembly ares in
vicinity of Schmechten. Combsit Command "R" Cf moved into an assembly
position just south of Bad Uriburg at the close of the period,
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The 1lst Battelion, 36th Arumored Infantry Regiment, remained
atteched to Combat Command "A" as part of Task Force Bcles, which
attacked east from viecinity of Faderborn at 1220 hours en route to
specified intermediate objectives and finel objective on the River
W.l‘l‘.

The 2d Battalion, 3€th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Command "B" as part of Task Force Welborn, which
ettacked east from the vieinity of Dall et 1200 hours to secure
certain intermediate objectives, efter which orders were issued for
the Task Force to continue on tc objectlves on the River Weser.

6 April 1345: Tagk Force Richardson moved over Route 3 into an
assembly ereea in vicinity of luringenburg at 0400 hours and awaited
developments. OCne platoon of the 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry
Regiment, went to Bad Driburg to guard the hospital there. Task
Force Hogen coiled in sssembly area at 0200 hours in vicinity of
Schmechten and spent tihe day there, refueling and doing necessary
maintenance, The Combat Command CP moved to the new CF location in
vieinity of GSchmechten at about 1000 hours. The Division Coummender
visited the Combat Commend CF &t 1500 hours. It was not expected
thet Combat Commend "R" would move before Saturday or Sunday, T or

8 April 1945, depending on developments in front of Combat Commands
NA“ and "B".

The lst Bettalion, 3¢th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Coumand "A" as part of Task Force Boles, which
was advancing east on Houte 1, A road block wee encountered Just
west of Ottbergen and the infantry moved forward to establish o
bypaess. At Amelunxen the enemy destroyed tne bridge and the infantry
again pushed across and into the town egainst strong resistance.
Along most of the route small srms, panzerfasust and some srtillery
fire were enccuntered. At tihhe end of the period part cf the lst
Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, snd some tanks were en-
gaged with enemy infantry ebout 1200 yards north of Drinke, while
another battle group of tanke and infentry were sdvancing eslowly
againet stubborn resistance toward Wehaden.

The 24 Battazlion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, with Combat
Command "B", as part of Tesk Force Welborn, advanced to the east on
Route 3, Heavy panzerfsust fire was encountered nesr Heinholtz.
tmall arme fire was met at Borgholtz but the atteck continued., The
24 Battalion, 36th Armered Infentry Regiment, cleared the ‘ichhagen
woode southweet of Haarbruck and the tesk force consolidated and
moved on to Haerbruck, where it was ordered to secure the town for
the night,

vervice Company, 36th .rmored Infentry Regiment, moved into
Slebenstern at 2100 hours.
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T April 12;5: A Polish Prisoner of War reported that a force
of Germans wes 1n Altenheerse, and at 1030 hours orders were issued
to send a force from Task Force Richardson into the town. At 1530
hours the force returned and reported that no enemy troops were
found in the town. For the remainder of the period Task Force
Richardson and Tagk Force Hogan remeined in their bivouaec arces.,

At 1600 houre the Commending Officer went to Division CP to
receive orders for movement the following day, At 1900 hours group
commanders met et the CP for the order. The plen, briefly, was to
move out Sunday, 8 April at about 091C south via Dringenburg, Folson,
Willegassen, Buehne, Hofgusman, across the Veser River, Hemeln, to
an aseembly area vicinity Verlosen. The following morning at first
light Combat Command "R" was to ettack end take and secure Uslar,

For the operation, in zddition to present components of the Combat

- Command, the following units were to be attached: 83d Armored Field

Artillery Bettalion, Company D, 83d Armored Reconnaigsance Battalion,

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, attacked at 0630, end after overcoming 'a road block,
entered Herstele about 1100, Here direct fire from both sides of
the river, artillery, small arme and pangerfsust fire were encount-
ered, At 1115 pert of the Tagk Force was sent to secure Carlshaven,
Here, also, artillery, panzerfaust, and small arms fire were met.
After considerable fighting, both towns were secured about 1800.

The 1lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Commend "A", s part of Task Force "Boles", Battle Group "Orr",
continued the sttack to secure Wehrden and entered the town sgainst
slight resistance. The bridge had been blown earlier by the enemy.
Wehrden was secured by 1445, Numerous barricedes had been erected
in the town, ' 3

g Agril 1945: At 1100, the 83d Armored Field Artillery Bat~
talion a ompany D, 834 Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, were
attached to Combat Commend "R", and along with the 54th Armored Field
Artillery Battelion, joined the column at Puehne. Combat Command
"R", Task Force Richerdson leading, started moving at 1100, over the
route detailed above. Task Force Richerdson closed in an assembly
area vicirnity Guntern at about 2000, Combat Command "R" CP closed
st Imbsen about 2240, At the end of the period, Taesk Force Hogan
was e8till moving in, '

The plan outlined the day previous to capture Uslar wes can-
celled by the Division Commander at about 1600, because of the fact
that troops of another unit were closing in on Uslar, A new ob-

ective was assigned. 4t 2200 Field Order No. 6 was issued by the
ommanding Officer, Combat Command "R", paragraph 3 of which said
in part:

(a) TF "R", on the right (east) route, will capture
Barterode prior to daylight 9 April 45; at 0600 they will continue
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the attack via the east route, cut the road SE of Hardegsen, and
protect the east flank of the Combat Command. Be prepared to con-
tinue the attack to Northeim, vie route 2, on order,

(b) TF "H", on the leit (west) route, will capture the
crossroads in the ravine, 1200 yards east of Eberhsn prior to day-
light 9 April 45; continue the attack at 0600, vias west route and
capture Hardegsen, end protect the west flenk of the CC. Be pre-
pared to continue the attack to Northeim vie route 1, on order.

(e¢) Co, "D", 83rd Armd Ren En,, will mske reconnaissence
to line CR at 408271 - Hill 394 (402308-373302); issemble viecinity
Imbsen by daylight 9 April in CC Reserve, Upon eapture of Hardeg-
sen, immediately initiate reconnsissance to Northeim (the Division
objective) via routes 1 and 2,

(d4) 54th P 4 Bn will be in direct support of TF "R", 83rd
F A Bn direct support of TF "E",

(e) Co. "C", 23rd Armd Eng Bn (-) and Co., "C", T703rd TD
Bn,, initielly in reserve, ; '

{(£) CP initially Imbsen, will displace along west route,

Task Force Hichardson attecked at 2400, At 2135 Company D,
834 Reconnaissance Battalion, reported they were in Eberhsn, and
aleo the control point 22 (revine and CR 1200 yards east), and both
were clear of the enemy,.

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, sttached to
Combat Command "A" as part of Task Force Boles, remained in its lo-
‘gation throughout the period maintaining road blocks and conducting
majintenance, :

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Command "B" as pert of Teek Force Welborn, sent dismounted
petrols from Carlshoven at 1530 hours ezst along the river road to
Wahmbeck, This psztrol met no opposition eand had completed its
migsion of opening the road by 2045 hours., At the close of the
period the whole of Combat Commend "B" was being relieved in present
position by elements of the lst Infantry Division to participate in
a new operation on the River Weser, »

A

April t At 0250 hours Task Force Richardson reported on
the objective they were to take prior to deylight (Barterode). No
resistance wes met and the tenks moved in., At 0600 hours the attack
junped off. They hit a road block just beyond Barterode at 0635.
This took some time to clear., At 0800 hours Task Force Richardson
took Eseheck and proceeded to Emmerhsn. At 1050 hours they had
reached Herste and sighted two enemy tenks 800 yards northeast of
Harste. At 1030 hours the 83d Hdeconnasissaence Battalion reported
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anti-tank fire and other enenmy sctivity from west of Hevensen,

. Tagk Force Richardson ran into some §5 troops with penzerfausts at-

Harst, ILater they spotted 5 more tanks, one of which they knocked
out, In all, 9 Tiger tanks were reported in the woods just south-
west of Parensen, and these held Task Force Richesrdson up until

1600 hours or theresbouts., The 834 Reconnaissance .Batialion oarlier
reported that Iutterhausen was clear of any enemy.,

Task Force Hogan was at Hettensen at 0730 hours after having
cleared Eberhsn, at 0635. By 0930 hours they were on the objective
(Hardegesen), At Hettensen 22 Prisoners were taken,

Combat Command CP moved into Herdegsen at 1100 hours. At 1440
hours The Commanding Generzl, 34 Armored Division, visited the CP,
A new cbjective was assigned Task Force Hogan., Task Force Hogan
was to move over Houte 1 immedietely, and tske and secure Northeim.
Enough force would be left in Hardegsen to secure it, At 1430 hours
the 834 Reconnsigsance Battalion was up to the Leine River west of .
Northeir, They reported the bridge intasct but it had been mined for
qemolition, +At 1525 hours the 83d Reconnzissance Battalion reported
an enemy column of vehicles bumper to bumper, going into Northeim
from the northwest. Air was asked for. /it 1615 hourg Task Force
Hogen wes at Blankenhoven znd had met no resistance, ¥%hen they
reached the Leine River the bridge had been blown. A new plan was
put into operation. Task Force Richardson was pulled out of Harst,
leaving that sector to Combat Command "B", which had come up along
both flanks., Tagk Force Richardson was re-routed over Routes 1 and
2 again, in order to by-pass the enemy tanks. The head of the col-
umn reached Hardegsen at 1730 hours and proceeded on. Combat Com-~
mand CP followed Task Force Richardson on Routes 1 and 2, When Task
Force Hogan found the bridge destroyed across the leine, the 83d
Reconnaissance Battzlion went south to lock for another passage. A
bridge was fournd intact between Hillerde and Sudheim, Task Force
Hogan sent his infantry across the stream dismounted, took his armor
down vie the newly discovered bridge, crossed the river, turned
north egein and entered the town c¢f Northeim from the southwest. By
midnight the tenks and infentry had joined and half the town was
secure, .

Tagk Force Richardson crossed the river vie the same bridge,
captured Sudheim after = fierce fight and proceeded east, They were
held up by a rosd block at 585639, but cleared it and at the emnd of
the period were 600 yards west of Suterde, At the end of the period
the Combat Command CP wes gtill moving toward a new CP location in

Sudheim, ]
The lstiBattalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, attached to
Combat Command "A", as part of Task Force Boles, cressed the Veser

River at Beverungen bteginning at 1540 hours and proceeded to secure
Vernawahlshousen. !

‘The 24 Basttalion, 3¢th Armored Infantry Regiment, as part of
w B
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Tagk Force Welborn, moved on Route 3. They encountered dug-in
fentry and tanks neer Herst., With the aid of air, called gor by
Task Force Richardson, and a maneuver by Task Force lLovelady, they
were able to advence to the stream crossing et 518388, Here the
bridge was covered by & strongly defended road block at each end.
At the close of the period they were still engeged with the enemy
there,

10 April 1945: On account of their forces being scattered,
having been engaged wost of the previous night, the attack did not
Jump off at 0600. Task Force Hogan started moving at 0800 after
clearing debris and ‘rubble from the route and at 0825 ran into =
road block just outside of the city. Just north of Bilshsusen, they
encountered & fire fight, and shot up two buildings., At 1240 they
spotted three enemy tenks in the woods NE of Gieboldehausen and were
told thet 5 enemy tanks left the city about 1100 hours. Air was re-
gquested, which came and knocked out 3 tenks and reported seeing 10
more, Nore air support was requested. At 134C hours a FW stated
that 13 artillery pieces were located in the woods along the roead
between Ostermunde and Herzburg., One enemy Mark IV tank and 2 large
planes were destroyed at 147121. At 142513 Task Force Hogan put in-
fantry in the woods NE of Gieboldehausen and started trying to work
up the heavier equipment., By 153C leading elements were in the for-
ward edge of the woods northeast of Gieboldehausen and hsd encounter-
ed about 50 infentry, 3 helf-itracks and some tanks, Pushing shead,
they found one Tiger Tank abandoned at Poehlde, Iwo tanks were
-destroyed and some Frigoners of War were taken, and st 1855 Task
Force Hogan was 1800 yards south of Schearzfeld, where they ran into
felled trees, craters and debris. At Silkerode and Bockelnhagen
enemy infantry were met and cleared out. Both towns were occupied
end secured for the night, by 2135. The 834 Fleld Artillery Battalion
wee detached from Combet Commend "R" and attached teo Combat Command
S

Task Force Richardson started moving at (715 hours and moved
along well until they reached a road block on the western edge of
Gieboldenausen, 4t 1240 they were still held up by the roed block
and some enemy tanks north of the town. Finally, shaking loose, they
were stopped again at Rudershaven by 5P guns. Knocking out the re-
sistance, they moved forward until 1815 when a bridge was blown in
front of them on the route between Rudershaven and Hilkerode. They
reeconnoitered for another route to by-pass the bridge while the en-
gineers started to build & bridge. .Going cross country to Hilkerode
they hit the route again snd at 2331 bhourse had occupied and secured
Zwinge for the night.

Combat Command Ci: moved behind Tesk Force Richardson most of
the way and at 2000 houre closed into bivouac =zt Brochthaugen.

At 2250 houre the Commending Officer issued the crder for the
ettack for the next day. Briefly, the Combat Command was to con-
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tinue the attack at G600 hours, seize and secure the network of
roads in the vicinity of Tettenborn znd leuhof (Task Force Richard-
son), and Bartclfelde and Usterhagen (Task Force Hogan). The 54th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion was to be in general support and
be prepared to displace forward to Limlingerode. Company D, 83d
Armored EKeconnaissance Battalion, was to revert to Battslion control
upon the occupation of the objectives by the Combat Command, At
2220 hours the engineers reported the bridge in Brochthausen would
be ready for treffic in 15 minutes, Several vehicles of the Combat
Command bogged down and got stuck on the cross country by-pass,

Nost cf them were pulied out but some few coiled for the night there,
and planned to move at first light.

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, sttached to
Combat Commend "A" as part of Task Force Boles, followed the advance
on Route 1, protecting the north flenk. At 1900 hours the Task
Force was ordered to seize and secure Osterode and Herzberg., At the
close of the period they were moving forward on their mission,

’ The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry khegiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, continued clearing the road blocks on both sides of
the bridge at 518388. At 0730 houre the advance was resumed. They
were delayed for a short time by a blown bridge at 693326, but soon
resgumed the march and at 1230 hours entered Duderstadt, which had
been cleared on 9 April by elements of the 24 Infantry Division., A4t
1500 hours they encountered enemy infantry and an SP gun in vieinity
890276, This resistance was quickly overcome and the advance con-
tinued to Epschenrode where stubborn resistance by enemy infantry
and panzerfaust men halted the column. Large numbers of snipers
halted and delayed the clearing of the town, but by 1845 all resis-
tance was overcome and numerous Frisoners of War taken. At the close
of the period they were at K1, Werther (085250), prepared to continue
the advance to the east, , '

11 Apiil lﬁiﬁz At 0600 hours Task Force logan jumped off in the
attack on Route 600 yards from Bockelnhagen, They met smell arms
fire, which they shortly wiped out. About 800 yards further in the
woods they were delayed again by small arme and mechine gun fire.
Clearing this, they proceeded about 800 yerds and met smell arms and
direet fire from either an &P gun or tank. Air was called for sand
et 0915 hours elements of the task force entered Bartofelde. By &
little after 1200 hours the town wae secured, By 1300 hours Oster-
hagen was also buttoned up.

Task Force Richardscn moved at 0600 and met no resistance until
they reasched limlingerode, at 0930. There they met tank and small
arms fire. They called for sir. By 1000 they were traveling again
and at 1115 hours were at Tettenborn where they met no resistence.
The Combat Command CI moved forward to Tetterborn at 1310 hours.
Lnemy tenks, short of Keuhof, about 1200, stopped the advance of
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Task Force Richardson., 4ir was again asked for. Knocking out an
eneny SF gun, and losing 1 tank, they occupied Neuhof. In the after-
noon, orders for the atteck for the next day were received. Combat
Commend "R" end Combat Commend "B" were to attsck abreast, Combat
Commend "R" on the left (north) flank, At 1535 hours Company D, 83d
Reconnsissance Battalion; reverted to Battalion control. For the
next day;ﬁ?opcration Combat Commend "R" was to get another Recon-~
neissance Company. The lst Battalion, 313th Infaniry, relieved Task
Force Richardson late in the evening and Tesk Force Richardson moved
to & forward assembly srea st Guedersleben, The 3d Battalion, 414th
Infentry, remained at Osterhagen, and Task Force Hogan moved forward
to an assembly esrea at Hochstedt. The Combat Commend CP moved for-
ward to assewbly ares at Gunzerode at 2000 hours., For the attack the
next day, the 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry, was attached to Task Force
Hogan and joined &t Gunzerode. The 83d Field Artillery Battalion was
attached toc Combat Command "R" and placed in direct support of Task

. Force Hogan,

The lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Tesk
Force Beles of Combat Command "A", resumed the attack ageinst Herz-
burg at first light against strong opposition of tanks, SP fire and
small arms., The Task Force continued to push against strong oppo-
sition throughout the day and after entering the town a strong enewny
road block had to be removed before the town fell. By 2300 hours
Herzburg was secure and arrangements were completed for the relief
of Task Force Boles by elements of the 104th Infantry Division at
first light, 12 April 1945.

The 2d Battalion, 3€th Armored Infantry Regiment, remained
attached to Combat Command "B" as part of Task Force Welborn, They
resumed the attack ezst et 0530 hours to seize Nordheusen., By 0650
elements were in the northwest edge of town, snd by 1135 the north
. part of the town was secured. The Combat Commend of which 2d Bat-
telion was a part was relieved in Nordhausen by the 3d Battalion,
415th Infantry Regiment, at the close of the period,

12 AEril lggﬁ: Task Force Hogan was delayed in jumping off in
the attac ue to the fact that the 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry Regi-
ment reported to them the night before after derk, and the breakdown
of men to tanks wae not completed in time, However, Task Force
Hogan crossed the LD &t 0744 hours. Task Force Richardson jumped off
at 0700 hours, Last of Nerdhasusen 5SS Troops with panzerfausts were
encountered, By 1010 houres the enemy had been reduced and Task Force
Richardson was moving again., Frogress was uninterrupted until 1212
when bad roads slowed them down, At 1530 hours they were held up by
enemy between Weetelrode and Gonna. Two tanks, or AT guns, were re-
ported end eir waes requested, One of the guns was destroyed and the
other captured intact. A4 PW reported e large concentration of tanks
at Wippra, By 1725 hours Task Force Richardson was in the Gonna -
Obersdorf asrea, The towns were occupied and secured,
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Task Force Hogen crossed the ID at C744 hours and by 1318 hours
was. to Leinungen. At 1530 they were held up by a road b{ock at the
western edge of Blenkenheim, 4ir strafed the road block and by 1600
houre they were in the town where they bivouacked for the night.

The Heconnsissance drew fire when they attempted to go beyond the
city. By 1835 hours the woods in the vieinity of Enseloh and Blenk-~
enheim had been cleared and the Combet Command CP moved into town
for the night, ' ‘

Company A, 834 Heconnsisesance Buttalion, attached for the opera-
tion, suffered heavy casualties. 3 half-tracks, 2 armored cars, and
2 1/4 tons were lost. 35 men were reported missing, including the
platoon leader, but most of these showed up lster. The Company re-
ported beck teo Battalion control st 190C hours. Tesk ¥Yorece Richard-
son moved up to the woods and cross road vieclnity 529325 at 2000
hours. Dismounted personnel with panzerfausts were encountered, but
they were beaten off, and Taesk Force Richardson started patrols in

.its area. LAY 2210 hours, the Commending Cfficer, Combat Commend "R",

sent the following message to Task Force Richerdson: "Be prepared
to attaeck with Infantry at (400, 13 April 1945 to secure town of
Annsrode, 545345, snd continue attack with tenks at 070C. This will
be confirmed as soon as definite." During the evening, orders came
from The Commanding Cenerzl, 34 Armored Division, for resuming the
attack the following day to advance and secure bridgeheads over the
River Elbe. i

The 1lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Cém—

. bat Command "A", in Task Ferce Boles, after being relieved from pre-

vious positions, followed Combat Command "R" on Route 1 and cccupied
and secured the Combat Commend objeetive by 205C hours,

The 2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Task

.Force VWelborn, sttacked at CT00 hours and advanced prapidly on Route

3 without encountering resistance, until reaching coordinetes 520250
where panzerfaust fire was encountered. Anti-tank fire from 540255
wag overcome, snd the Task Force selzed and secured Holdenstedt,

_ i3 Aggil 1945: The 34 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regi-
ment, © as orce Richardson, moved at (400 hours to secure the

LD, - By 0610 this had been accomplished., At 0645 they reported

enemy tanks in the woocds at 548335 end 536346, also some small arms
and 2 AT guns 500 yards esst of the town of Annarode. At 0715 they
were et the 1D and were receiving small arme fire, tank, and AT fire,

- At 1000 they were still unsble to advance. Air was requested and

promised for 1115 hours, Finelly overcoming the resistance without
the help of air support, they reached Siebelgerode at 1110, The
tagk force advanced rapidly to Gerbstedi{ by 132C hours, from where

2 enemy hospitals were reported. 4An enemy column was observed try-
ing to escape. Guite & bit of horsedrawn equipment was in the
column, Here also around 1000 prisoners of war were liberated. At
1600 houre, going into Alsleben, the task force ran into direct fire.
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‘Adlr was put on the resistance, and Task Force Richardson moved into
the town at 1730 hours. However, it was still receiving 20 mm flek
end some HE. GElow progrees was made by the infantry and the advance
elements tried to work tanks into the town., They were unable to get
to the bridge. At 1630 hours the bridge was blown up, practically
in the face of the infantry, and the task force was ordered to croes
the river over the bridge thet was being constructed et Brucke, It,
therefore, pulled back to Sandersgleben for the night, prepared to
cross when the bridge was completed.

Infantry elements of Tagk Force Hogan moved out at (U400 hours
to secure the LU and by 0600 had done so. Task Force Hoganh jumped
- off at 0700 snd ren into tenk and anti-tank fire just after crossing
the LD, Overcoming this, they continued, Combat Command CP follow-
ed Task Force Hogan out end at 0850 hours & dual purpose gun started
shooting at the teil of the column. 3 half-tracks of the 834 Field
hrtillery Battalion were knocked out immediately., Later the Tank
Destroyers found the abandoned gun in the woods. At the same time
the heazd of Hogan's column drew fire upon lesving Ahlsdorf. Over-
coming resistance and moving on, the head of the column reached
Helbra at 1050, The Combat Command CP coiled in the woods 1800
yards north of Blankenheim, At 1145 hours Task Force liogan overran
& prisoner camp containing a large number of British and Ruesians
and took 3C Germsn prisoners., Ry 1200 hours leading elements were
at Siersleben, Approaching Kelben on the Sgpele River at 1430, they
had the bridge literally blown up in the face of the leading elements,
by the retreating Germans. The reilroad bridge, at firsi, appeared
to be intact but later investigation, after it wes captured, re-
vealed & locomotive and some cars derailed on it. The Infantry were
gtill running into trouble at the river, However, a patirol crossed
the river. At the bridge small arms fire continued to come in,
About thie time air Reconnaissence reported the bridge farther scouth,
in Combat Command "B's" sector, wes out.: Freparations were made to
build 2 bridges, one at Brucke and one in Combat Command "B" sector
at 778436, Two companies of Infantry crossed the Combat Command "BY
bridge at 776436, and attacked north to clear Fon during the night,
At the end of the period they were advencing north toward kon. The
Combat Command CF moved into bivouac at 1830 hours in Zuckeritz,
The rest of Task Force Hogan bivcuacked st Nelben for the night,
During the day the Combat Commend libersted 13 paratroopers and 2
cther American soldiers who hed been priscners since Ul-Dax. =

The lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, ettached to
Combet Commend "A", as part of Task Force Boles, continued to follow
the advance of the Divieion protecting the north flank against an
enemy threat,

The 24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, remazined with
Combat Command "B" as. part of Task Force Welborn. At C700 hours
" they attacked and advanced ageinst moderazte resistance to 609274
where direct fire from S8 mnm dual purpose guns halted them. After
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* overcoming this resistance they continued the advance, knocking

out numerous 88's, Elgleben was declared open and no resistance
encountered there, The advance continued and Polleben was entered
at 130C houre against moderate resistance, Here s P¥ Camp was

overrun and 430 British prisoners of war, including over 300

oificers, were liberated. At 1515 houre they entered Friedenburg
and cleared it,

: 2d Battalicn, 36th Armored Iniantr{ Regiment, was put across
the river and the engineers started building & bridge at 778436,

li April 1953: The Bngineers worked overnight constructing

" the bridge over the Ssale River, and when the one in Combat Command

"B" Sector was sufficiently firnished, late the evening before, two
companies of Infantry of Task Force Hogan were sent across on foot.
They attacked rorth and asdvanced to secure kon. Due to the lack of
necessary bridging material and boats, the bridge in Combat Command
"R" Sector was not completed until 1035, The plan for crossing was
for Task Force Hogan and one battery of his artillery to eross,
followed by Task Force Hichardson and one artillery battery., Then
the rest of Hogan's artillery and Richardson's ertillery in that
order, followed by Combat Commend CF. .

Task Forece Hogan crossed the LKiver, bef§inning at 1035, and
moved on t¢ Konnern, where it wes stopped on the esstern edge of
town by small arms fire, After this resistance was overcome, the
tenk force moved rapidly until it reached the outskirts of XZothen,
There it met dug-in Infentry arwed with swell arms and panzer-
faugts. There were gsbout two battalions of Germans, one of the

‘Wehrmacht, &nd one Volkssturm, mixed together. Some bitter fight-
- ing ensued, and by moving in from several directions the tank force

had about half the town cleared by 2030, Upon orders from the
Commanding Officer they did not by-pess the resistance, but started
to clear the town, at the same time giving Task Force Richardson
an opportunity to catch up on the left route. An airfield was cap-
tured in tune vicinity, at which several planes were destroyed.

The south part of town cleared was secured, and some elements con-
tlnued to mave toward the main part of town,

_ Tagk Force fichardson followed Task Force Hogan across the
Saale River, and by 1410 was in Xonnern. From here it moved to
Rhase Line F 1, whers small arms and pangerfaust fire held it up
until 1610, A% 164C it was approaching Preusslitz. Just beyond

Preusslitz et Biendorf, it was stopped by dug~in Infantry, re-
ported to be 855, ermed with smell arms and panzerfsusts. Degpite
hard fighting it was unable to advance beyond this point, and at

“2030, Colonel Hichardeon was directed by the Commanding Officer,

Combat Command "R", to button up in that vicinity, and be ready to
move out et first light. At the end of the period they were at-
tacking Frenz, 2000 yerds forward, and planned to spend the night

in Bieundorf and Frensz.
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The Combat Command CF erossed the River gbout 1430 and fol-
loweda Task Force Hogen on Route 2, About 1600 the Combat Command
coiled in a field just south of Lobnitz, Vhile there, 66 eneuy
infentry were flushed from the woods just north of Vorbzig, by
gervice units, and 22 others in Lobnitz by 2 Liaison Cfficers.
Both groups were very close to the CF locaticn, At 2030, the CP
moved into the western edge of Kothen for the night, 0On the way,
an 88 mm gun fired st the coluwn but very little damage was done,
Barlier in the day, the luftwaffe strafed the left column of Coum-
bat Coumand "B", and also the Division CP column, P=-51's chased
them away, and shot down 1 FW 190,

1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Hegiment, part of Combat
Commend "A", Tesk Force Boles, crossed the 3aale River on Bridge 1,
immedistely in rear of Combat Ccommand "R", and at the close of the
pericd was assembled in vieinity of Trebitz prepared to follow Task
Force Richardson the next day.

2d Battelion, 36th Armored Infaentry Regiment, in Tesk Force
Welborn, of Combat Command "B", crossed the Saale River on Bridge
2 immedietely upon completion at Q70C, After assembling in the
vieinity of Gereene, they were prepared to resume the attack upon
order, At 0915, the attack wae renewed to the east against slight
opposition., Spotted resistance was encountered all the way to the
west bank of the kulde Hiver. HResistance then gtiffened, and at
the close of the period the Task Force was coiled in the vicinity
of 600 yards southesst of Torten, and pushing infentry patrole to
the Mulde Hiver in sn effort to secure the bridge intsct at 134653,

d 15 April 1945: ©Early in the morning, around 0100, two groups
sent by Task Force Hogan to cbjectives in Kothen ran inte trouble.
G Company, 334 Armored Regiment, and k Company, 47th Infantry, ran
into road blocks and tried three times to advence, but could not.

I Company, 47th Infentry, and H Company, 33d Armored Regiment, did
reach their objective, After daylight, progress was made in getiling
by the road blocks and by 0800 troops were nearly to the town's

main intersection, Lngineers were moved up to clear sway the roed
blocks, and tanks moved up. Around 1200, the lefit flank of Task

" Force Hogaen ran into more Volkssturm short of the intersection.

They were armed with small arms, shotguns, and pangzerfausts. Tanks
were moved up to blast the houses.

Troops of Task Force Richardson had reached the western edge
of ¥renz by (415, and the town was cleared by C730. Hoving a short
distance, they again met more dug-in Infentry, and received auto-
matic fire from both 11anks. Gr. Paschleben was defended all the
way by the enemy.,

sbout 1100, tne Task Force of Cowbat Command "A", which had
been trailing benind Task Force Richardson, was sideslipped to the
south, passed Task Force Richardeon, and went into poaition south
and southeast of Kothen.

™
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At-1300 the mission of both Task Force Richardson and Tasgk
Force Hogan was changed. Tesk Force Hogan was- ordered to clear
Kothen immediately, and then send a force west to meet Task Force

"Richardson. V¥hen the two Tesk Forces met, Task Force Hogan was
to ocecupy both Kothen and Frenz, Task Force Richardson was ifo

pull back and oecup¥ defensive positions in the vicinity of the
cross road east of Plommetz end the Cross Road just north of
Bebiz. From the lstter point a strong battle group was to be
sent north to Bernburg, see what was there, and if possible, oc-
cupy end secure it. 4t 1615 Task Torce Richerdson and Task Force
Hogan met in the western part of Xothen, eand Task Force Richard-
son started to its assigned objective. They reached Bebiz with-
out opposition. The Battle Group sent north ran intc sniper fire
at Unterpeiesen, and had to steri house-cleaning again. Progress
wae slow, e&nd st 2030, the Commending Cfficer, Combat Command,
directed the tank force to button up where they were, and be pre-
pared to continue at C60C,

' During the evening Task Force Hogan was ordered to send two
patrols to contact Combat Command "A" in their new position, omne
east on Route 2 to Lausigk, then gouth to meet a patrol from Task
Force Orr at Quellendorfj the other south to meet 2 Task Force
Boles patrol at Badegust. The one to Badegast made contact at
1920, The other cne, however, ran into s road block covered by
small arms and pengerfasuct fire at the railroad underpazss at the
eastern edge of town, At the end of the period contact had not
been made with Cowbet Command "A" by this patrol.

At 1020, Combet Commend "A" wes ordered to move to Irossdick
end Arensdori, end to send & force to clear the enemy from the
Meilendorf and Zornetz ares, where enemy small arms end panger-
faust fire was haragsing supply and other vehicles moving along
the Division Route 3. 1lst Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Kegi-
ment, as part of Tesk ¥Force Orr, wes sent tc occupy FProssdick,
which wae secured by 1200, When Tagk Force Boles moved to Guellen-
dorf, Teek Force Orr occupied and secured Frossdick, Fernsdorf,
¥eilendorf and Frassdorf,

24 Bettelion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, attached to
Combat Command "B", psrt of Task Force Welborn, sgent a patrol st
0445, after artillery fire wes lifted, to investigate the bridge.

‘They found the bridge blown, and the site strongly defended. One

company of Infantry, end a compeny of tenks were moved intc po-
sition to force a crossing, the infantry gecing acrose on the
wreckage of the blown bridge. By 2007 one company plus two pla-
toone of the 24 Battalion had crossed, and most of the enemy fire
was taken off the site, Bridging operations were expected to

-start by 2400.

During the afterncon the 83d Armored Field Artillery Bat-
talion was detached from the Combat Coummand,

- 16 =
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16 April 1213: Tagk Force Hichardson at (645 reported every-
thing quiet. AT 0700 a Batitle Group moved north toward Bernburg.,
No resistance was met until they reached the outekirts of RBern-
burg at 0853, They received reports which indicated that the
enemy force which had held them up the night before in Unter-
peissen moved out, probably to Bernburg. ¢n the edge of Bern-
burg they ran into small arms and panzerfaust fire. The task
force Commander split his group into twe columns, and sent one
around to the left., The lefi force ram into Anti-tank fire and
smell arms fire, At 1150, the Task Force Commander notified the
Combat Command Commending Officer it would take most of the day
to clean up the town, due to the snipers and house-~to-house fight-
ing. Some of the panzerfaust fighting wes reported done by civil-
iazns, He was told to tske the resct of the day if necessary to
clear the town. At 1530, half the town was cleared, and by 1900
the force reached the River Sazale, The bridges, both road end
reilway, were out. They buttoned up here for the night. Several
prisoners were libersted, including & Americans and scme Canadians,

at Bernburg., At 0645 Task Force Hogan reported all guiet.

There was as yet no contact with Task Force COrr., At 0700
‘elements of the Task Force moved out east, but had gone only &
short distance when they hit swell arms fire. Again, it was
house-to-hiouse cleaning. By 1050, Klepzig wes reesched. The road
was blocked and defended with small arms and an anti-tank gun.
The Task Force was told to by-pess it and keep going. ILeeaving a
force to contain the enemy, they sent & force southeast, east,
and northwest to lerzien, which was reached at 1900 by both forces,
It required considerable time to clean out Merzien, and they then
proceeded towerd Lausigk. On the way tlhey hi{ some mines, Lau~-
sigk was buttoned up at 22e0, Iliany prisoners of war were taken,

At 1500 Task Force Orr was ordered to send the lst Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, with & Company, 834 irmored Re-
connaissance Battalion, to sweep the woods west of Route 3 in the
Haideburg Forest. LAt 173C they Jjumped off. The Infantry had very
little trouble, but the 834 met automstic weapons and panzeriausis.
At the close of the period, they were still engeged in their
mission,

2d@ Battaelion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, continued mopping-up operations north of Gridline
60. They held their bridgehead over the liulde Kiver, snd con-
tinued bridging operations in the viecinity of 134653. Construc-
tion was impeded by difficult terrain st the southern approach
and harassing enemy artillery fire. At the close of the period
the bridging was still going on, and the Infantry were holding in
their positions, astride the Autobshn east of the Hiver crossing
west of Kleutsch.

During the day, the 99lst Field Artillery bBattalion, which
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had been giving Combat Commznd "R" supporting fire under Division
control, was given other missions, snd moved from the Combat Com-
mend Ares,

17 April 1855: For 17th April the mission originally wae as
follows: as orce Richardeon leave one ccmpany in Bernburg and
send the remesinder on a "clean-up" route, viz: Nukrena-Bebitz-

Leau~Plomnitgz-Baalberge-Drubard-Kl, Paschleben-Drosa-Wulfen-Micheln-
¥axdorf-Gr., Paschleben,

Task Force Hogan send & "clean-up" force to Porst-Sibbendorf-
Osternienburg-Trebbicheau-iken (Leave & force at tane river)-Kl,
Zerbst-Elsnigk-Wurflau-Zehringer-Porst,

At 0700 Task Force Hogen moved out and hit & road block and
some mineg at Poret, By 0930 the town was cleared, and the engin-
eers moved in to clear tie road block and mines. At Porst tue group
divided with cone force going to Aken via Sibbeldori-Osternienburg-
Trebbicheau-bliicheln-%ulfen-Drosa-Kl. Paschleben-Trinum-Gr. Pasch-
leben, and the other, the original route as planned. By 1348 one
column was in Sibbeledorf, end the other in Elsnigk., MNoving stead-
1ly ageingt light opposition, most of the day, voth columns con-
verged on Aken st 1715, On the way & chemical plant, air iield, znd
electrical {ixtures plant were capturcd, snd a hospital discoveread.
Several prisoners of war were libverated, some of them troops of the
V1I Corps wire tesm, captured the night before. In Aken, small arms,
panzerfausts, and considerable artillery were encountered, but by
the end of the period, it wes about three-fourths buttoned up. It
wag expected that the cleaning up would require most of the nigut
and & greater part of the next day. Toe force tuat turned esst met
oppositiovn, lost one tank, and had some casuaities., At abvout 2100,
they buttoned up Gr. Pasculeben, tor the night, to continue tie next
day. )

Tesk Force Richardecn woved out at 0700, and wnoved gpeedily
with no opposit:on until it resched Konnern, at 1000. Here the
missgion wasg changed, and 1t moved tc Route 3, and proceeded east to
come under Divisicn control for a missicn in the viecinity of Hins-~
dorf. Prom this position it attacked to seize Bobbau-Steinfurto
and Jessnitz. As toe Taek Force got under way for the attack at
14C0, an eneny task fcorce launched a counter-attack northwest from
vicinity Bobbau-Steinfurth. This attacking force was quickly turned
back by heavy artillery and air cooperation of fighter-bombers
which knocked out an estimated eight tenks. After overcouming stub-
born resistance the task force reached Botbau-Steinfurth, and at
the close of taue period held tue west edge of the town,

After sweeping the woods in the Haideburg Forest, lst Battelion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, in Task Force Orr, resched the east-
ern edge near the railroad trecks, west of Torten, and remained in
position throughout the period, keeping pressure on the enemy holding
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the RJ at 107649, Close contact wes kept with Task Force Lovelady,
operating tc the esst against Torten, in an effort to establish
physical contact at the first opportunity,

24 Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, as part of Task
Force Welborn, continued to secure the bridgenead over the Mulde
River &t 133653, and construction was continued on a treadway
bridge at thet point until 1845, when orders were issued to dis-
continue construction on the bridge snd withdraw the bridgehead.
At 0900 part of the Task Force was digpatched to aid elements of
Task Force Lovelady secure Torten, and RJ at 107649, just west of
the town. Fatrolling was conducted during the day, At the close
of the period they were disposed in the woods southeast of Torten.

18 April 12%2: At 0600 Task Force Hogan resumed cleaning up
Aken, y y e right of the town was cleared, In the left
portion there were 6B's in buildings, and covering the road blocks.
There was firing down cross streets. The task force commender
threw artillery at tie enemy infantry in the viecinity of the North

Church.

The patrol irom Tesk Force Richardson at Bernburg, made con-
tact with the 113th Cavalry et Pobgig at 1000. At 1210 contact
wes alsc made with them &t the blown bridge in Bernburg. At 1800
the Group left in Bernburg was relieved by & combat engineer bat-
talion and rejoined Task Force Richardson, vicinity Bobbau-Steln-
furth,

Task Force Hogen was attempting to get & patrol out of Aken
east, to proceed toward Kl. Kuhneu, but up until 1400 wase unable io
get tohem out of town, due to sniper fire from the vicinity oi the
chureh, Considerable enemy artillery was thrown intc the town,
About 1500 the Combat Commend CF moved to Aken, but shortly after
arrival was ordered tc move to Loberitz. When this wes accomp-
lished Task Force Hogan was pleced under Division contrel, end Task
Force Richerdson, which included tie %d Battalion, 36ti Armored
Infantry Regiment, reverted to Combat Comumand "R" comtrol. By 1800
Task Force Hogan hed Aken cleared, &nd contact wes made with the

83%4 bivision, .

Task Force Richerdson received a counter-attack from 3 tanks
end 100 Infeutry at about 0520, in Bobbesu-Steinfurth. Thig attack
was defeated, without loss of ground., During the day they en-
countered hecvy enemy defense of Infantry, supported by tanks,
mortars, and artillery fire, At night they secured their position
ready tc continue the attack at 0600,

During the day Task Force Bradley attacked through Zechepkau
and Thalheim to Reuden., VWhile Keuden was belng cleared the enemy
counter-cttacked frou the southcast with 3 tenks and 25-50 In-
fantry. This attack was defeatcd and the town secured by 1915.

§ See page 19a o
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Combet Command "R" heasdquarters was .oved to Loberitz to teke
over the oper. tions of Task Force Richurdsorn, Tuek Force Killer,
and Tusk Force Bradley, after Lieutensnt Colonel Yeomans, Comuand-
ing Officer, 83d Armored Reccnnuiessnce Baitulion, was killed.
Conposition of troops at this tiwe was gs fvllowss

TASK FORCE RICHARDSON TASK FORCE MILLER

3d Battalion, 32d Armored Regluent Couwpany K, 324 Armored Regiument
34 Battalicn, 36th Armd Inf Regt Company A, 36th Armd Inf Regt

<& Pletoon, Co G, 703d 1D Bn Section Co 4, 703d TD Bn

lst P1lt, Co C, 23d Armd Engr Bn ' Companies A & B, 834 Arwd Ren Bn

TASK FORCE BRADLEY _

83& Armd Ecn Bn (less Compsnie: A & B znd 1 P1l%
euch of Compenies C- & D)

Seetion Co 4, T03d TD Ban
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The Battle Group secured Reuden for the night.

1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, part of Task
Force Orr, Combat Command "A", continued to meintein their security
during the period.

24 Battelion, 36tk Armored Infantry Hegiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, withdrew the bridgehead forces (E and F Companies)
to the weet side of the Mulde River, under cover of darkness. They
continued to clear tne enewy from Torten, beginning at 0800, and by
1720, it was reported cleared. Combat palrols moving from Torten
to contact elements of Combat Command Doan received heavy anti-tank
and smell arms fire from the vicinity of RJ &t 107645, and were
unable to effect the contact.

10 April 1945: Task Force killer moved irow Thalheim towards
Wolfen via Reuden at 0400, and begen an attack frow the northern
side advancing southeast. By 1100 it had resched the main north-
gouth road. 1t reported finding "plenty oi Krauts, and destroying
same", The force met strong resistance, running into inifantry,
automatic weapong, pengerfaust, snipers, and artillery. Iate in
the afternoon the task force began to move faster and by the close
of the period haed cleared four-fifths of Wolfen, This wes secured
and preparations were umade to wove on at 0600, ‘

Task Force Richerdcson attecked at 0400, in Bobbau-Steinfurth,
The edvance was very slow as it was & matter of house-to-house
fighting., They wet panzerfaust, smell arms, small caliber A-P,
mortars, and considerzbvle direct fire, A4Air support was requested,
and by 0945 planes errived. At 1600 the task force was still in
the vicinitg of the church in the northern part of town, and the
task force Commander reported the pressure was increasing. The
task force tried to send a bettle group around to the left and
attack the enemy fromw the flank and rear, This force also met re-
sistance but by the close of the period it had advanced to the
point at which the mzin roud branches east to Jesenitz. A patrol
was sent out this road to go to Jeesnite, reconnoiter and report on
the condition of the bridge, but at the end of the period no report
had been received,

Orders had been issued for Tesk Force Hogan (less security
detachment at Aken) to join Combat Command at Loberitz, Task Force
Hogan at 0700 left Aken, leasving ocne platoon of Infantry, one pla-
toon of light tanks, and one section of tank destroyers tc secure
the town., They arrived at 1100, and were immediately given the
. misslon of securing = film factory west of Wolfen. By 1315 tue
task force was moving, and met very little resistance initially.
Two-thirds of the way through, enemy infantry wze encountered, and
at 1645, fire end emoke impeded prcogress. 45 prisoners oi war were
taken., When the factory had been practically cleured, and «1lso
almost destroyed by fire, a battle group concisting of & company
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of tanks and one of Infantry moved out to the leit, and north of
Volfen with the mission of advaneing north to Bebbau-Steinfurth
to relieve the pyressure in front of Tesk Force Richardcon. How-
ever, by th. time this force had moved, one-fourth of the way,
Task Force Richerdson had cleared the situztion in Bobbau~Stein-
furth to tihe extent thet the baittle grouy wes nct needed., It was
ordered to halt and tecure its position between the built-up sec-
tions of Wolfen and Borbau-Steinfurti.

The Combat Commend CP moved irom Lobetltz to the northeast
edge cf Wolfen &t 1800,

During the day 4ir Support was requested several times, and
did considersble straiing., The 54t Field Artillery Battalion,
from positions in Wavendcri, supported all three task forces with
tirﬁo

lst Battalion (lees Compeny 4), 36tthrmorod Infantry Regi-
ment, purt of Task Force Orr, at 1800, attecked north from vieini-
ty 108633 in ccnjunction with Task Force Welborn with the mission
of securing road 100648-106645. The attack moved initially
ageinet light resietence and et 2100 the left element had secured
its cbjective, Resistance consigting of smell arms, peanzerfausts
and artillery iire slowed the =z=dvance oi the right element, andg
et the end of the pericd it had not advanced sll the wesy to its
objective,

The miesion of Tesk Force Welborn, ¢f whiech 24 Battslion,
36tk Armored Infantry Hegiment, was & yart, was Lo secure the road
106650~113646 end establish road blocks at 106649 and 106648, Mod-
erate to he.vy resistance frcwm artiilery, smsll arms and panzer-
feust fire was encountereu, and at the close ovi the period they
were engaged in houge-to-house fighting along the road southeaat
of Torten.

20 April 19453 At 0600, Battle Group Killer continued his
aittack sou oward Gregpin., At G650, they encountered dug-in
Infentry &nd snipers who delayed the advance. By 1315, the south-
ern part of Greppin wae practicelly clear, and the &34 Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion began to take over, Battle Group Miller

reverted to control of Combat Comwand "A" during the afternocon,

At 0600, Task Force Richardscn resumed the a.tack on Jessnivz.
One battle group was sent to the left flank while sncther sttempted
to press straight forward bul neither was able to advance due to
intense sutomatic weavons fire, dug-in infentry, and direct fire,
A patrcl had been dispatched yrior to dawn to investigate the con-
dition of the bridge ascrose the creek west of Jessnitz but had
been unable to resch 1v so ancther petrol was gent out., At 0910,
this patrol likewige reported that eneny resietance was t00 heavy
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for it to reach the bridge. In the meantime, both battle groups
were attempting to move but progress was negligible, At 1300,
leading elements heard an explosicn whien they believed to be the
bridge being blown and by 1330 vieibility had improved sufficient-
ly for sirplanes to verify this belief. However, strong enemy re-
sistance continued and by dark Task Force Richardson had been un-
eble to advence further than 400 yards beyond the railroad just
east of Bobbau~Steinfurth, At the close of the period, the Task
Force was secured in this position.

At 0600, Tesk Force Hogan resumed the attack in the factory
area and meeting only slight resistance completed mopping-up oper-
etions by mid-morning. The battle group that had been sent north
for possible use with Task Force Richardson remained in place be-
tween Wolfen end Bobbau-Steiniurth,

During the morning, Comwanding Generei, 3d Armored Divisicon,
had discussed with the Combat Commend Commander his plans for as~
sembly poeitions for this Combat Command when the Bobbau-Stein-
furth - Jeesnitz -~ Wolien ~ Greppin mission had been accomplished,
These plans called for 8%3 Heconnaissance Battalion to relieve
Battle Group Miller and revert to Division control, Upon relief,
Battlie Group Miller was to revert to Combet Command "A" control
and Combat Command "RY, consisting of Task Force Hogarn and Task
Force Richardson, was tc be assewbled in Reppichau and Chorau,pre-
pared to atteck Dessau on Division order. Therefore, realizing
that Task Force Hogan could not be further used in its present po-
gition, the Combat Command Commander ordered Task Force Hogan to
move at 1300 to Chorau and frowm there to patrol the Chorau ~ X1.
Kuhngu road. Upon reaching Chorau, Task Force Hogan ssnt a patrol
north to the Kuhnsu wecods and then east toward Kl. Kuhnau, In
spite of some small arms fire progross wae good and the patrol wes
reinforced to battle group size. 1630 the eastern edge of the
woode had been reached and the batt e group continued to the west-
ern edge of Ki, Kuhnau where a rosd block defended by an assault
gun and susll arms was encountered., By 2030 the resistance had
been overcome, the road block removed, and the battle group se-~
cured itself for the night a proximstely hzlf-wey thrcugh the town,
Patrols were sent out during the nlght to determine road conditions
toward Dessau.

At 1730 the Combat Commznd CP begen movexent to new location
et Reppichauw, Upon orders of Commending General, 3d Armored Di-
vigion, Tesk Force Richardson reverted to Division control and was
to continue his attack toward Jessnitz but was not to advance
further than the blown bridge e:cept cn order,

1s% Battaiion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, part of Combsat
Commend "A", remained in positicn during the day, and oontinued to
secure its sector in the vicinity of 10664cC.
- 22 -
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2d Battalion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, part oi Task
Force ¥elborn of Combat Command "B", continued the attack tarough-
out the -night and early worning against swell arws, artillery and
mortar fire, By 1000 the, had sccured the critical enemy strong
point at RJ 106649. A combati patrol swept towne ir the southern
part of the divieion sector which had not been cleared during the
initiel advance of the Division to this area., ILittle resistance
was encountered, and numerous prisonere of war were taken, %

21 %gril 1218: Task Force Hogan resumed the attesock toward
Dessau a ¢ ne force attacked east through K1, Kuhnau, and
the other attacked north to Gr, Kuhnau to take that town and then
to proceed against Dessau. By 0630 the right column was hslf-way
through Kl., Kuhnau, but the force sent north was held up by & road
block defended by smell arms and panzeriaust fire on the road
leading out of Kl, Kuhnau. At 0730 the right column wes alsc held
up by & rosd bleck and artillery fire, By 0830 the road block to
the north had been cleared snd the leit column started moving
slowl,. By 1045 the road block on the east was removed, the right
column started woving, and by 1430 was in the wesgtern edge -of
Dessau, The left coluun proceeded to Gr, Kuhnau and by 1430 had
clezred the town but another road block on the eastern edge of the
town was encountered. Overcoming this obstacle, the force moved
on, and by 1530 was two-thirds of the way from Gr. Kuhnau %o Dessau,
The right column was inside the city and moving., At this time, the
Commanding General, 3d Armored Division, directed that both columns
be held in ;lece until Combat Commsnd "A", coming in from the
spouth, could come abreast. When this was accomplished, both
columns were to recsume the attack on order. At 1730 Combat Com~
mand "A" ceme abreast and tune Commanding General, 3d Armored Di~
vigion, ordered resumption of the sttack. After zdvancing 400
yerds in Dessauv, the Combat Command wese ordered tc secure its po-
sition for the night., Due to the layout of the city, the left
column was somewhat forwerd of the right column., Orders were is-
sued for the attack to be resumed at first light with the left
column remaining in place until the right column came sbreast and
for both then to continue together,

Combat Command CP moved to Kl, Kuhnau at 1415.

Task Porce Richerdson (operating under 34 Armored Division
controel) started the attack toward Jeesnitz =t 0530, Atteupts to
cross the Splttel Wasser creek were met with very heavy small arms,
artillery, and mortar fire. Reconnasissance for a suitable croesing
was started both tc the noerth end south., A bridge was found intact
et 148533, and a battle group crossed there, beginning at 1150.
This battle grou; attacked Jessnitz from the north supported by the
remcinder of the task force from the east and southeast edge of
town, Enem, wmortar, artillcry, and smell arms fire ocontinued Leavy,
but by 1700 the town was cleared, Task Force Richardson secured
its position in Jessnitz for tue night., Company D, 83d Reconnais-
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sance Battalion, which had becn attacued to Task Force Richardson,
reverted to the 83d Reconnsissance Battelion at 1730, and moved
to Wolfen, '

lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infantr; Regiment, as part of
Tesk Force Orr, attacked on the right in Combat Command "A" zone
towerd Dessau, at 0515, and advanced steadily sgainst stubbora
resistance throughout the day., The resistance consisted of small
arus, pangerfaust, morter and artillery fire. At last ligiht the
mein intersection in center of Dessau was reached, and the task
force secured itself for the night, prepared to move on at 0600,

2@ Battalionm, 36ti Armored Infantry Regiment, attacked north
in its zone at 0530 and advenced ageinst small arms, artillery
and mortar fire, encountering one enemy light flak battery, By
1300 the task force objective was secured and contact was esteb-
lished witn Combat Command "A" on the leit,

22 Asrig 1945: The right column of Task Force Hogan jumped
off a » t moved east tc the wain intersection in town, then
turned north., The leit force in the weantime had circled north,

. and Combat Commend "A", still further on the right (east) flank,
circled north and nortuneast, so thet once the movement started in
the morning, the point of direction of all forces had changed to
almost due north, to finish clearing Dessau. The left column met
no resistance initially, and that met by the right coluwn was neg-
ligible, Contact was msde with Combzt Command "A" by the right ‘
column at 0830, Further in tue city, resistance stiffened, small
armg, mortar, and artillery being encountered, but by 0930 both
main inter-ections near the river had been reached,

¥ Getting to within & few hundred yards cf the final objective
on the edge of town, the force advanced cn two roads, Again, stub-
born enemy resistance held up the advance and mines were reported.
Inability to get past these obstacles, and the necessity of having
to dig out the enemy infantry one by one, delayed further advance
the rest of the day. At 1830 & battle group of one platoon tanks
and one pletoon infantry moved around to the right flank to try
to uproot the force holding wup the advance, but this group was un-
able to accomplish its wission, Combat Command "A" on the right
flank was azlso held up about 200 yards short of the objective.

Late at night a plstoon of Infantry, reinforced lster to a
company, worked through the mine field, and the engineers went up
and removed the mines, The infantry uoved forward but =zt the end
of tne period they were still some distance from the objective,

The Combat Commend CP moved to the western edge of Dessau at
1030. In the zfternoun a patrol frowx Task Force Hogan was sent _
out to sweep the woods between Dessau snd Aken, At 1630 the patrol
reported 35 prisoners of war had been taken frow the woods,

I
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Tesk Force Richardson was relieved at Jegssnitz by elements
of the 60tk Infantry Regiment, the relief being completed at 1600,
At 1615 Task Force Richardson reverted to the control cf Combat
Commwand "R", and at 1625 moved out to = new asgembly area in
Kothen, By 1845 all elements had closed in Kothen,

lst Battelion, 36th Armored Infentry Regiwent, part of Task
Force Orr, Combet Commend "A", resumed tne zttack at 0800 to com~
plete its mission of seizing and securing that portion cf Dessau
in its zone., Initially resistance wae light, but as the advance
continuved, resistance lncreased. However, by 1300 the objective
had been reached and secured.

2d Battalion, 30th Armored lnfantry Regiment, part of Task
Force Welborn, Combat Command "B", continued tc secure the leit
sector of Combat Command "B" southesst of Dessau.

2% AEril 1945: "AY firet light, Tosk Force Hogan continued
the attack, making gocod progre:8 against light ¢ position., At
1000, however, z strong enemy position was encountered and the
Task Force stopped to reorganize and to plan & coordinated attack.
At 1130 the attack was begun again with infentry leading due to
possibility <f wines end due to intense panzeriasust fire cn the
tanks if the tanks broke defilede. Although some progress was
made, it was slight due to intense cross fire from sutomatic
wegpons and the fire frow panzerisusts being used indirectly as
mortars., The right coliumn encountered a wire obstacle a8t 1430
end attempte to clear it of fire 1o tuat engineerg could reumove
mines were unsuccessiul,

The Combat Commander then ordered both columns to attack at
1630 with tenks leading, accepting any losses due to panzerfausts
and mines. At 1630, efter an intense artillery preparation, the
attack began and by 1645 the objective was reacked. Combat Com-
mend "A", in the meantime, bad tecken and secured their objective,
This marked the complete occupation of Dessau. Hoad blocks and
patrols were set up,

At 0700 & force consisting oi Company H, 36th Armored In~
fentry Regiment, and Company C,32d Armored Regiment, was sent by
Tesk Force Richardson to Aken to relieve the force of Task Force
Hogan in that town, :

At 0755 Tesk Force Heogan dispatched = force of one company
tanks and one platoon iniegntry tc continue sweeping the woods
west of Dessau, They returned at 1100 znd reported finding no
resistance, :

At 1515 Tesk Force Richardson left the security iorce at Aken
and the remsinder of the task force started movement irom Kothen
t0 the new billeting area, The units closed in their respective
areas at 1910, and the 3d Battalion, 324 Armored Regiment, revert-
ed to 3248 Armored Regimental control., Headquarters 3d Battalion,
36th Armored Infantry Regiment, was loceted in Grillenburg and

SECE

HoN]

z




Zane L Strickland Military Records

SECRET

the battalion wse billeted in towne in thet viecinity.

At 1640 the aertillery eir OP reported that the bridge at
098743 had just been blown,

lst Battelicn, 3€th Armored Infantr; Regiment, ,art of Tasgk
Force Orr, continued to maintsin defengive positions in Dessau
thrcughout the period.

2d Battalion, 36th Ar.ored Infantry Regiwent, part of Task
Force VWelborn of Combat Command "B", continucd tc secure its sec-
tor throughout the pefiod. It was antici,ated that 2d Battalion
would move to the new assembly area sometime during the nsxt day.

24 April 1945: Task Force Hogan remained in positicn, se-
curing its sector throughout the day. During the worning, prior
to daylight, and agein szfter dark, reguler patrols were made to
contact Combat Commsnd "A" on the right.

The Combat Commend was attached to 9th Infantry Division et
1630, ‘

let Battalion, %6th Armored Infantry Regiment, pert of Combat
Commend "A", continucd to defend its sector. They were attached
to the Yth lnfantry Division effective 1545, and remeined under
control of 9th Infantry Division until they started woving to the
new assembly area.

2d Bettalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, moved to new
assembly aree vicinity Vetterode during the day and reverted to
Regimental contrcl, 36tk Armored Infantry Regiment,

3d Battalion, 3¢th Armored Infantry Regiment, less Company H,
still in Aken, in their new assesbly area, started reorgenizing,
eleaning u,, and necessary maintenance.

25 April 1945: All attecued troops of other units of the Di-
vigion were released during the day, and reverted to their respect-
ive comuands. On completion of the relief cf the Combat Command
by 9th Infentry Division at 1630, the Combat Command reverted to
control of 3d Armored Division. Combat Command CP moved at 1725
to new arez vicinity Rammelburg and closed at 2130.

lgt Battalion, 36th Armorea Infantry Regiment, continued to
occupy their sector, under Combat Commsnd "A", until late in the
afternoon when relief was effected by 9th Infantry Divieion. 34
Armored Division planned to nove the Battalion the following morn-
ing to the 36th Arwored Infentry Regiment assembly areea, at which
time it would revert to regimental control.

= e =
SECRET

263



Zane L Strickland Military Records

24 Bettzalion and 33 Battaelion, 36th Armored Infentry Regi=
ment, remained in their cector, and proceeded with clean-up, re-
creetion end maintenance.

H Company, 36th Armored Infentry Regiment, was relieved at
Aken during the day, and Jjoined the 3d Battalion in their assembly
area,

26 - %0 April ginclz 1945: On the 26th April, the lst Bat-
talion, rnore entry Regimeni, moved into its assigned
bivouac aresz, vicinity Wippre, and began waintenance, clean-up,
eand recreation. The 2d and 3d Battalions continued with meinten-
ance and recreation, through 28 April 1945. On 29 April 1945,
the Regiment moved south to new assembly areas with Headquarters
and Service Coumpany vicinity Greussen, lst Battelion vicinity
Weissensee, 2d battalion vicinity Kollede, and 33 Battalion vi-
cinity Grossenehrich,

At the end oi the jeriod the companies were paid oif, begen
enew on toeir meintenance ancd clean-up, and rrepared to sltart on
a training and recreation schedule on the lst of May.

(n) Commending Oificers in Important Engegeuments:

Col K L Howze

Lt Col W R Orr
It Cel T J Noren
Kaj R E Chaney

36t.. Armored Infantry hegiuent
lgt Battalion, 36th Armd Inf Kegt
24 Battalion, 30th Armd Inf Regt
3d Battalion, 36tn Armd Inf Regt

(1) ¢Ch es in Command :
Lt Col T. J. Moran comuanded 2d Battalion from 1 - 13 April 1945,
Major Ronald J. FPeshek conmended 24 Bn from 14- 17 April 1945.

Capt Harvey K. Bubenzer cormanded 2d En from 18- 3( April 1945,

Kajor Robert E. Chaney commanded 3d Bn from 1~ 14 April 1945.
Mejor Gordon F, Thomas couwanded 3d Bn from 15- 30 April 1945.
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(1) 10SSES IN ACTIONS

54586867 ple

56700586 pfe

42122406 pfe
39241888 pfe
58700107 ple
51376014 pfe
55941471 pfe
38670660 pvt
54887707 pfe
16517944 get
20560402 pfe
35155486 pvt
57626574 pfe
38509674 pfe
42175084 pfe
38057669 pfec
56078030 pfe
7085674 pvht
38067447 pfe
54939542 pfe
57645681 pfe
51448877 pfe
51454514 pfe

54058924 g/sgt

36212748  sgt
55205458 pfe
52018788 pfe

393509071 8/sgt
55171462 3/g§c

37656745 ggt
877456048 pfe
39155126 pvt
54920180 pfe
57512885 pfe
39545108 pfe
. 428068357 pfe
54174518
55435055 pfe
37180567 pfec
54578697 pfe

362 4 #g‘b

53704007
35897962 g/;gt

59419767 pfe
61312486 pfe
42120976 pfe
42190128 pvt
36037248 rmpec

SwE~C~R-E~T
- 28 -

B et e 0 0 0t e 0 et e 0 e B0 e e 0 e 0 e 0 e e 0 et s e e

L
sEeeRieesl

]
FEEE

§
&

B5EE

EEE
[

3

EER
’3’6":?'
b

noo

LI

i
FEsE

April 19456
April 1945
april 1945
April 1945
April 1945
APril 1946
april 1945
spril 1845
April 1945
ADPLL 1048
94
APril 1945

265



266

Zane L Strickland Military Records

§~E~C~R-E-T
(1) L0SSES IN ACTION: (gontimued)
Melniek, 33827610 ! 'ﬂ!al
: NMI pec
patten; wm:n Ge 34173738 pfe
Jones, Thomas R. Sr. 348351562 pfe
pltsid, -m Se 36087454 wpee 5
Marsensll, Je 35089786 pfec
sehill, gemry A. 37018151 wec 5
stephens, garold wMI 36078193 -g,t
Boom, am Ce 01327604 Lt
Bird, ved wMI 38583871 pfe
Rainey, James w. 31071381 sgt
odle,. Fred J. 55171554 wec 5
Eisma, gohn H. 562545672 pfe
s ler, Joseph j. 35807385 pfe
] wean, william p. 34630705 pfe
guskins, goward NMI 54950452 pfe
gunter, paymond WMI 55908916 prfec
vernamonti, jyichael L. 35838192 pvt
ganders, James Re 547625668 pfc
Albers, John He 37588209 pfe
pecker, George Je. Jr. 38691244 pfe
saplen, gatarino wuI 59688560 pfe
guthrie, yartin 7. 14085842 pfec
griffin, pemon @. 52849086 vt
young, Leonte NMY 541538635 3,t
Bpolten, arthur K. 0556356 2/1t
Janczak, prank g. ;;:gwo; y;o
Holmen, Raymond L. 7884 pfe
...m-&. Joseph WMI 55046591 g/sgt
Amano, Joseph NNMI 52478267 pfe
Kelly, john p. 42027815 pfe
wilks, Jemes ¥. 6851460 s/sgt
gpedkins, genre NMI 15065197 pfe
"h‘l. Le 42146027 ’fﬂ
Rivard, yauwrice J. aliggggg ;:e
Thomas, pmest B. Fie
mwon'. 'tluaB NUI 55670560 pfle
girk, allen Re 39726187 g/sgt
Henderson, ROY J. 42122867 pfe
Kinder, vestle T 55922209 ;7t
tilden, perry E. 01068139 =2/1t
gmith, ¢ e Be 36960788 pfe
yuras, anthony Pp. 32387150 pfe
Olesky, prank WKX 58539900 pvh
prooks, Henry Jr 55859446 pfe
Mueggenberg, Mexr Ge 57670220 pfe
@goldstein, ouis WMI 31590588 qee 5
price, pdward we. 59612144 pfec
watters, Rrobert S. 37052058 1/3gt
S=B~(~ReE~T
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{ gonttm.@ )

%p wﬁl&- Ce D35640562 ¢
gurtis, williem £ 01322000 1Lt
vineent, glyde 5. 586979565 pfe
. permi, Lester Re 37775824 pve
gadorus, george S. 39644679 g’t
ts, ¢glifton R. 01039877
Fala, germon J. 53085214 qee ib
Herris, 54 Ce 38045725 g/sgt
aalln‘. ¢clayton Qe 42095501 pfe
puggliero, srmando NMI 42142448 ple
pavenport, ;ohn De JTe 0537388 1/1t
gnm, a’. . 353925125 ypfe .
ver 14020029 7/sgt
Bhka-, Jomes n. 56025689 pfle
Applemen, Jemes Re 38570789 pfle
gchmru d, Jack 42087145 pfe
Jack Re 6667920 pfe .
&, James Re 59698068 pfe
ﬂ 2] sl ¥ 55951060 pvt
He : X
Mt John Me 36961504 ' pfe
M‘M w. He 545564 S8
.,.u, Re> 87064515 cpl
Quimby, ’p Ao 58176114 pfec
werner 35634279 pvt
. uhniua, :.uim' Ge 32504051 pfe
Holder, pruce Q. 38608241 pfe
perkins, william g, 32847548 pfe
pill, ROy L. 38573218 PVt
west Ge 15101851 :fsgt
and, plex NMY 57067410 /st
wi » Carlous . 42142687 pfc
welsh, yartin wMI 31378719 g/sgt
puceio, John ¥NT 31207461 gpl
yrasier, gharron L. 54088159 pfe
Moganles, walter C. 37765756 pvt
Kertis, Joseph NMI 85082177 qec 5
Jobin, ¥ ce We 31433621 pic
d, James Ae 16085998 wpee 5
amud, Le 568645699 pfc
sparano, Te 42188867 pvt
Ulmer, peon gg gzgg-ggg a/sgg
Levine, Joue NEX R
W. penjemin Fo 37745046 pfc
wewten Je 38618503 pvt
Viged, Tk 3 Staers 6
m ene J. .
%wd::ugroﬂ He 01057218 7
8=E~C-R~E-T
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(1) I08sES IN ACTION: (gontimued)

—- ASH SRIDE ___ DATE OF CASUALTY
» LSO 2. 37771288 ypfe ‘April 1945
possard, paul J. 421852828 pfe 10 spril 1945
gause, prancis J. 57560430 pfe 10 April 1945
Negy, Eugene p. 42187648 prle 11 aApril 1945
Ashley, Ruel K. 54839522 pvt 12 april 1945
visecuso, garmelo wuy 42184508 pvt 12 April 1945
paker, westley W. 32585764 pfe 12 aAprdil 1945
Horn, Raymon Q. 54058661 pfe 12 april 1945
m. ~ peonard g 36767415 o/sgt 12 april 1945

» Harold y. 59167678 gsgt 12 april 1945
orsini, yilldem J, 42188821 pvht 12 april 1945
ghelton, gJohn H. 54977694 pfc 11 ppril 1945
gsaylor, asher NuI 55249646 pfe 11 April 190456
D " am NMI 57046494 mec 5 11 april 1945
gletz, pawrence R. 20846066 @gpl 10 April 1945
perkins, John we 14016560 pfe 10 april 1945
Brocious, yervin NI 853766815 pfe 10 april 19845
pepplesse, gverett p. - 56212791 pec 5 10 April 1945
g e e B i e e e s g 2 S
golder, gomer R. 34507644 ggtb 12 aApril 1945
Raniyten: oALEeare 34978682 pec 11 Mpet 104
H ton, Le 2 pfe APT
ghofner, grover M. 56699588 pfe 12 april 1945
Lach, gtanley Ee 83943049 pfe 12 april 1945
e!nm, palton NMI 6377094 pfe 12 april 1945
Meg » James We 54922105 pfe 12 April 1945
purzo, plbert . 42184554 pfe 12 aApril 1945
el mentt's.  Dmem fe 1 e i
Sapp » HEEMETET B ' pie APT
w&l.l, alvin ge 42146875 pfe 11 aprdil 1945
Jeeger, george NMI 42176767 pfe 6 april 1945

» Jobn g, 36980204 pfec . & april 1945

» TONY NMI 42180258 pfec . 12 april 1945
grown, [ewis ¥. 44035865 pfe 11 april 1945
1ovett, glarence J. 38732976 pfe 11 april 1945
ot : % 4869:8:5 A ’ig 13: 945

ems < 8738 e “PpPr
Sokoiofaly, pnilip 33760486 pvt 10 spril
Frazier, willism g. 545909812 pfe 135 aApril 1945
wood, Henry Le 56919113 pvt 13 spril 1946
yueller, ponald F. 37583143 pfe 13 april 1945
gtephens, Leroy WWI 57058355 g/sgt 13 11 1945
posberg, gemneth L. 20114184 s/sgt 13 april 1945
Hayes, James (. 01290944 Vst 15 aApril 1945
ponnell, williem 7o, 6292063 T/L t 13 april 1945
Reavwls, Joe p. 14000398 §gt 13 april 1945
simmons, w:{tor NI 54268569 cp 13 1945
garlson, ponald pe 568718724 pfe 13 1945
vecchiano, prank s. 42190141 pfe 15 april 1946
grews, Hardie NMI 37610028 pvt 13 april 1945
SeE=(=R-E~T
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(1) 1LOSSES IN AGTION: ({gontimued)

gauhnborgar, paul g, 36526861 ;;: 15 april 1945

Rice, ghomas k. 85446468 i?' 12 pprdl 1945
yer, .utm Ge 37010680 g/sgt 13 aApril 1945
55816728 pvt 15 spril 1948
14053913 35/sst 15 april 1945
m r. 58694011 pfe 15 aApril 19456

mxi ames Le Seisies pvi 15 spril 1945
s R De 0406627 it 15 aApril 1945
s Price B. 36088558 pvt 13 spril 1945
gtru\ba'k, HeNry Qe 44013876 pvhb 18 ppril 10456
¢campena, plhert D. 52507403 pvid 14 april 1945
H s Joseph H. 56065968 pvt 14 April 1945
pailey, Junior L. 33217574 135 aspril 18456
gamara, yanviel M. Jr. 31367428 pfe 14 April 1946
gechneider, 1ouls G 36064411 pfc 7 april 1945
yalentl, I 42126547 pvt 7 April 1945
1inville, - g. 35877251 a/izi 10 April 1945
Rusicka, 56458298 @op 10 april 1945
;M ' 481564956 pfe 10 april) 1845
pdwards, wuﬁl Fe 42184638 »pvht 10 April 1846
penna, gpony ar. : 59463417 g/set 14 april 1945
perker, yorris M. 38042853 fgt © 14 april 1945
Byrd, william o, 54968881 g/sgt 14 aprdil 1945
s, Siwech 5 SaesTa08 e 14 4243 1945

e "
muhi': arhed 5. 33574855 pfe 14 4pril 1946
pell, Le Je 54968965 pvh 14 april 1945
gmetana, Pe 42008973 pvt 14 April 1945
powler, James fe 34888092 pvi 14 april 1945
Hackstedt, paymond C. a/sgt 14 ppril 18945
prank, rouis W 55019574 pvt 14 ppril 1945
Rgdge, warren g. 6286690 opl 14 april 1945
ph, HErry Te JTs 33814434 ;{: g April 1946
Wﬁ‘lﬁk&. s;].volm MMI 35284647 pfe 14 aprdil 1945
Erolikowski, 1ouis Le 52209488 pfec 8 ppril 1945
gaserotto, gugene Ge 57189512 sgb 14 april 1945
ganford Re J7» 37753695 pvt 14 ppril 1945
James, We 39170400 pfe 15 april 1945
Soasiasis, siandey 5. 36606602 PVt 15 april 2948
EVio Jeo 36960728 pfe 15 april 1945
garold g. ' 54979405 pfe 15 april 1945
pecks, Alfred muT 38578517 pfe 38 apedd et
pearey, gilbert J. 36960557 pfo 16 aApril 1945
paulson, Naxwell Le 36060342 pfe 15 April 1945
SwE=C~R-E~T
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(1) 108SES IN ACTION: (gontimued)

270

HAME ASN GRADE DATE OF CASUALTY 2
- putt, gharles aAs Jr. 34088002 ¢gpl 15 april 1945
Moglure, wlllis=m p. 34282281 pfe 15 1945
¢lark, Herry Le 34973901 pfe 16 ;pril 1945
griee, george ge 51436654 pvt 15 ppril 1945
Ggrove, e% Jo Feo -~ 33848844 pfc 15 ppril 1945
P » James (e - 54949002 pfe 15 April 1945
saylor, jpsher NMI - 35240646 pfe 16 ppril 1945
paylor, guelid g. 18194427 pfo 15 april 1945
gheshaek, steven NMT 33200054 pvt 15 april 1946
Lentz,; HEYTy Je 53878617 pvh 15 April 1945
welters, prnest R. 39175322 pvh 15 april 1945
Ml-xlh{ » Joseph ve 42191257 pve 15 april 19845
whitman, reroy e 14085102 pfe 15 april 1945
Jackson, garold jJ. 31354555 gpl 15 ; 19456
Farmer, Be - 42104465 pfe 15 azpril 1945
Jomes, | NMT J*e 35845688 pfe 15 April 1945
Mickiewles, Henry J. 32276683 q/3gt 15 azpril 1945
putler, Fugene Re 37673733 3sgt 15 april 1945
% » Robert J. 369688813 pfc 15 April 19456
Jackson, Richard 2, % gfo 15 pprdl 1945
guhl, @rvin p. 376 s8/sst 15 april 1945
rhinehsrt, {amoth Re 36980490 ggt 12 aApril 1945
pavis, gharles 7. 14025941 pfe 15 aApril 1945
1ooney, gharles Re 35656815 woec 5 15 April 1948 =
Plster, W am Je 33616182 pfe 15 Apris 19456
gohodas, glger NMI 39701682 pfe 15 aApril 1945 -
wohlgemuth, gurd R. 32606645 Teo 5 15 april 1945
s R Yo 37016785 pfo 15 april 19456
pallentyne, robert J. 35905750 pvH 18 ppril} 1945
page, garcel F.. 35086780 pve 15 april 1945
walker, phillip R. 15338195 pfe 15 April 1945
gainey, grover J. 54849R36 pvt 15 april 1945
groker, John g gr. 349393533 pvt 15 ppril 1945
HeYy, Howard WMI 37497493 @pl 18 april 1945
yarbery, pill NuMI 37067388 s/agt 16 april 1945
. Neyer, rayfield M. 37664953 - 16 xpril 1945
murphy, pobert . 35076281 pfe 18 april 1945
Remsey, glyde Re 31373191 pfe 16 april 1945
goodgold, Trving mMI 32644525 pfe 16 April 1945
Borgers, gtto we 37605275 pfe 17 april 1945
wiedenbaws, Harry NMI 32879018 pvh 17 1945
gambright, pesuregard J. 34767972 pvt 16 ppril 1945
pagett, ] e 37627242 g/a3gt 16 april 1945
elter; yvernon Jes 35691299 pfe 16 ppril 1946
gwistkowskl, chester F. 32923940 pfe 18 1945
washington, Jemes Je 42143680 pfe 16 11 19456
gehring, george J. 33199769 pvt 16 aApril 1946
§=E~C~R-E~-T
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NAME : ASN GRADE DA
watiins, gdward K. 33923332 pfe m

PoxX, wade ne 35829957 pfe
patton, porian g. 38812575 T/ gt 18
. Meysw, plfred NMI 368077914 s/ggt 16
m'ttt, PEFTY Re 34935428 pfe is
Brooks, Henry NMI Jr. 35839446 pfe is6
yarm, gowerd Le 36980804 pfe i
palards, Joseph NMI 42185192 pfc 17
patterson, am Re 53888379 pvt 14
0ldham, pobert we 37061169 pvt 16
parlington, pdward g. 37771240 pfe 16
poterek, prank J. 32455446 pvh is
glapp, william ¥ 33141902 g/sgt 16
g c, Hartin He 37120085 pfe 16
winters, william 3. 34611540 pfe 17
voxhavdﬁag. predrick g,Jr37452626 3/3gt 16
Niehols, geith v. 168128275 gpl 18
Kahl, garlen e 56960758 pfe 16
yo » Arthur NMY 32712722 »pfe 16
TONeY, Jeies We 38902431 pfe 16
galser, John (. 33893962 pvt 1s
Fleegal, glenn e 33931088 - pvh 18
EKenlsa, pernard we 36918428 pvt 16
uiller, pavid p. 35578616 &/sgt 10
gasparros; John ye. 42122801 piec 10
Jensen, yioctor we Jre 56834769 pfe 10
garlson, william Te 58106762 gec 5 15
m‘. rlmer We' 34058499 sg‘k 18
at » porreat Pe 34777502 16
s IVED Tie 39904881 s/sgt 16
peyer, peul NNI 34260339 16
jyaher, richard 1. 37639901 px'c 16
Hort, yarvin Jye. 13186837 pfe 16
glupak, mpdward pe 328416873 pfe 16
gannon, Hugh Ve 34098982 wTeec 5 16
purten g 7 (1lo) 38607330 pfc 16
pavenport, glbert uMr 7007383 sgb b4
ghersgeorge WMI 36042664 Tee 5 18
popey williem pe 33048168 pfec 17
partosek, yilton J. 36746524 pfe 17
watson, yorris 7. 59148235 pfe 7
Larsh, glifferd g 35885880 pfe 7
pormany, Joseph Ee 34546322 pfc i7
geines, Albert Re 38128064 7pec 5 ¥
atemos, samuel N 13121145 ¢pl 17
geeson, plbert Te. 34869331 pfe 17
wise,; yred p. 34611433 pvh 17

S~E-C=R-E-1

CASUALTY

april 1946

14 ppril 1945

April 1945
1946
april 1945
April 1945
April 1945
April 1945
April 1945
Aprll 1945
AW 1946
April 1945
APPIl 19545
APril 1945
april 1945
April 1945
1945

1 1945
april 1945
April 1945
April 1945
April 1945
april 1945
april 1945
April 1945
aprdl 1945
aprdl 1945
April 1645
april 1945
spril 1945
April 1945
spril 1945
April 1945
APril 1945
April 19456
ApPril 1945
april 19456
April 1946
april 1945
april 1946
April 1945
April 1945
April 1945
April 1945
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(1) LOSS:8 IN ACTION (Continued)
NAKE ASH GRADE DATE OF CASUALZY
Turnbough, Willard A. 37629105 S Sgt 17 April 1945
Wagner, Frank 32861528 Cpl 17 April 1945
Graves, John M. 34914844 Pvt 18 April 1945
MeDowell, Roger C. 14030658 Pfec 18 April 1945
Montalbano, Joseph 42188848 Pvt 18 April 1945
Malinoski, Adolph A. 3147772 Pvt 17 April 1945
Duncan, Ralph L. 37749745 Pvt 17 April 1945
Parr, Henry C. 33596218 Tec 5 17 April 1945
Michaud, Henry H. 314336807 Pfeo 17 April 1945
Adams, Jesse J. 33660836  Pfo 17 April 1945
Sarver, Edward G. 33091059 S Sgt 17 April 1945
Stephenson, Herman 4401%649 Pvt 17 April 1945
Zuniga, Joe T. Sr. 37754077  Pvt 17 April 1945
Skaggs, Everett M. 35655052  Pvt 15 April 1945
4accaria, Jauzes A. Jr. 31411156 Pvt '15 April 1945
Sheridan, James B. 15337585 Pfe 15 April 1945
Wiechman, Martin W. 37747684 Pfo 13 April 194%
Arcia, James 39721225 Pvt 18 April‘lg4
Turnbull, Grant H. 39022533  Sgt. 18 April 1945
Booth, Eugene R. 42177292 Pfe 18 April 1945
Donovan, Clarence I. 36716224 Pvt 18 April 1945
Stogner, Leverte 38657755 Pvt 18 April 1945 °
Wilson, Warren D. 42899044 Pvi 18 April 1945
Smith, Ellis B. Jr. 44017708 Pvt 18 April 1945
Wood, EBugene M. 34865306 Pvt 18 April 1945
Schwertly, Harvey K. 42142644 Pfc 18 April 1945
Thibeault, Romeo 31100231 Tec 18 April 1945
Young, Homer L. 44858744 Pvt 18 April 1945
Smith, Goxdon C. 33713454 Pvt 18 April 1945
Denniston, Donald W. 39476473 Cpl 18 April 1945
Seymour, Vincnet W. 31471851 Pfe 18 April 1945
R;{-rt-, George L. 36254000 Pfc 18 April 1945
Barrett, John H. ‘33838526  Pvt 18 April 1945
Peterson, Warren (. 37010599 S 8gt. 18 April 1945
Cavin, Raymond C. 6272411 8 Sgt 18 April 1945
Newcomb, James O. 35480741  Pfe 18 April 1945
Aspinall, sam m. 31320547 Tec 5 18 April 1945
Baker, Edwin C. 33903331  Sgt. 18 April 1945
Mesehini, Marcel J. 31432899 Pfe 18 April 1945 -
Paige, Tracy 44017583 Pvi 18 April 1945
Skallerud, Lowell R. 17050777 Pvt 18 April 1945
Jagues, Earl K. 31372476  Pfe 18 April 1945
Jones, Alan M. 19177612 Pfe - 18 April 1945
Malone, Frank S. 33822964 Pfc . 17 April 1945
Lewis, Eltus C. 18062455 S sgt 13 April 1945
Steudinger, Benjamin 33838289 @ Pvt 13 April 1945
Everett, Morgan R. 33942880  Pvi 13 April 1945
Berton, Leno L. 31433747 Pfo 13 April 1945
Roberts, Albert R. 33713452 Pvit 18 April 1945
Antonucci, John J. 31436566  Pvt 18 April 1945
Hayden, Henry E. 33860325 Pvi 18 April 1945
Hayes, Gerald W. 37589058  Pfaé 18 April 1945
Stabler, Arthur L. 33814493  Pvt 18 April 1945
Hershey, Chester L. 33802852 S sgt 18 April 1945
Bernardic, John L. 01321990 ls% Lt 18 April 1945
S Bl =R=E~T 4N
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(1) LOSSES IN ACTIUNO (Continued)
ASN GRALE_ DATE OF CASUALTY

Wright, Lewis J. 15082734 Pfe 18 April 1945
Cole, Delbert K. 36444235 ~ Pfc 18 April 1945
Furtado, Alfred J. 31434320 Pvt 18 April 1945
Dennis, James R. 35611818 Pfe 18 April 1945
" Roberts, LaVerne F. 36971130 Pfe 18 April 1945
Cooper, Robert M. 35905176 Pvt 18 April 1945
Dessautels, Paul A. 31418212 Pfe 18 April 1945
Dabbs, Allton L. 34885854 Pfec 18 April 1945
Garzieri, Frank 42176859 Pfe 18 April 1945
Layer, Glemn W. 38732867 Pfe 15 April 1945
Peshek, Ronald J. 0328473 Ma 18 April 1945
Orange, William A. Jr 33889204 Pfe 18 April 1945
Davis, Lowell S. 36918199 Pvi 18 April 1945
Beahen, Jerome T. 37775721 Pvi 18 April 1945
Owens, Nick 34912421 Pfe 18 Apr8l 1945
Hardy, Douglas P. 34837691 Pfe 18 April 1945
Pianlo, Edmond 31454505 Pfe 18 April 1945
Howden, Bruce E. Jr. 33598218 Pfe 18 April 1945
Hasse, Don A. 373578105 Pvt 18 April 1945

Pritt, Raymond L. 35086148 Pfo 15 April 1945
Rouse, Merle E. 37753716 Pfec 15 April 1945
Hourant, George M. 12821211 Bgt 15 April 1945
Moseley, William H. 33856824 Pfe 13 April 1945
Young, Hawley G. 37016026 8 Sgt 18 April 1945
Wright, Andrew J Jr 33951442 - Pfe 19 April 1945
Carter, Golden H. 44036155 Pvt 17 April 1945
Funk, Herman 35850247 Pvt 18 April 1945
Held, John M. 37638682 Pvt 18 April 1945
Huntley, Charles C. 34935503 Pfo 14 April 1945
Marcus, Gilmer L. 34937252 Pfc 1% April 1945
Gutierrez, Pete 37704887 Pyt 14 April 1945
Atwood, Alvin E. 38578729 Pfe- 19 April 1945
Bailey, Wilbur S. 33854866 Pfc 19 April 1945
Mason, John F. Jr. 37424742 Pvt 19 April 1945
Sprake, John R. 14003679 Pfec 19 April 1945
Marotta, Patrick A. 31436902 Pvt 19 April 1945
Seidenstein, Lester 42189023 Pvt 19 April 1945
Raderx, Marvin 32322115 S sgt 19 April 1945
Cobb, Leland D. 37683811 S Sgt - 19 April 1945
Carrier, William 35807065 Pfe 19 April 1945
. Lee, Elton Aa. 37776198 Pfc 19 April 1945
Such, James J. 36911988 Pfe 19 April 1945
Lester, Newil W. 42165859 Pfo 19 April 1945
Barrow, Morris J. 38618916 Pfe 19 April 1945
Stepien, Joha T. 36036068 8 sgt 19 April 1945
West, Edward G. 15101851 S sgt 19 April 1945
Wissler, Russell 8. 33148660 T Sgt 19 April 1945
Adcock, Milton B. 37712620 Pvt 18 April 1945
Ringler, Norman L. 33574127 Cpl 19 April 1945
Chaney, Robert E. 0351085 Ma j 15 April. 1945
Hemmett, Alphie B. 38641301 Cpl 20 April 1945
Klues, Roy H. 01326220 lst Lt. 20 April 1945
Coleman, Robert E. 14035328 Pvt 20 April 1945
Oliver, John P. 15076802 Sgt. 20 April 1945
Jack E. 33940255 Pfe 20 April 1945

S~E-0-R-B-T - 3§ »
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DeSanti, Arturo 51429907 Pfe 20 April 1945
Wise, Jack R. 6667920 Pfe 20 Aprili 1945
Domrow, Frederick W. 36919351 Pvt 20 April 1945
Wisnowski, Robert J. #2181328 Pfo- 20 April 1945
Yurke, Roger B. 39458756 Pfe 20 April 1945
Krehely, John F. 42184582 PLe 20 April 1345
Suith, James R. 36073647 Tec 4 20 April 1945 .
lay, Walter W. 01290968 lst Lt 20 April 1945
Woloszyn, Bdward J. 33802104 Pvt 20 April 1945
Cordell, Earl M. 34987030 Pfe 20 April 1945
Riekey, Leodore A. 31468259 Pfa 20 April 1945
Hehnly, Earl W. 33947486 Pvi 21 April 1945
Sexrvis, Roy F. 36987215 Pvt 21 April 1945
Crumpley, James W. 38432218 sgt 21 April 1945
Collins, Erwin E. 362268130 Pfe 21 April 1945
Maki, Jacob E. 36980172 Pfo 21 April 1945
Conners, Lawrence L. 31166099 S 8gt 21 April 1945
Roub, Ronald D. 37776315 Pfo 21 April 1945
Easterday, LeRoy E. 37481474 Pyt 21 April 1945
Stump, Clarence W. 13177053 Pvt 21 April 1945
Shadrick, Arnold A. 33956806 Pvi 21 April 1945
Jackson, Robert 0 7004899 Tec 5 21 April 1945
Curran, Richard J. 42183593 Pfc 21 April 1945
Theobald, Ernest E. 36313826 8 sgt 21 April 1945
Roberts;, Calvin D. 27748727 Pfe 21 April 1945
DeCrescenzo, Emingildo G42185595 Pfe 17 Apryil 1945
Render, Harold J. . 32168295 S Sgt 18 April 1945
Ramos, Paul A. 35738649 Pfe 18 April 1945
Anderson. Devi P. 44026323 Pvt 18 April 1945
Hartel, Lionel F. 31399697 8 8gt 18 April 1945
LaBrutto, Carmon J. 42184359 Pvi 21 April 1945
Lisi, Pasco PF. Jr. 31470169 Pvi 21 April 1945
Brrley, Lattie 35134761 S sgt 21 April 1945
Sadowski, Edward J. 338448624 Tec H 21 April 1945
Vater, Frank E. 17041846 Pfe 18 April 1945
Verettes, Joseph V. * 34076554 Pfe 19 April 1945
Kurtz, Warren C. 34572050 " Pfe 18 April 1945
Lambrecht, Leonard R. 36228054 Sgt 18 April 1945
Stacy, John J. 42101354 Pvi 18 April 1945
Snow, Arthur C. 37067373 Pfec 18 April 1945
Ashworth, Wilson P. 31448834 Pfo 18 April 1945
Mitehell, Warren M. 34936011 Pfe 18 April 1945
Goldberg, Armold 42176260 Pvi 18 Apxgl 1945
Walkeér, Lowsll K 35171482 Pfo 18 April 1945
Martin, Paul E. 37646184 Pfc 21 April 1545
Mott, Harold K. 36918486 Pvt 21 Apxil 1945
Furhman, Mortom 31436827 . Pvt 19 April 1945
Donaldson, John E. 31457913 Pfe 21 April 1945
Eckert, Arthur J. 33609889 Pve 21 April 1945
Trent, Charles D. 36058533 Pfe 21 April 1945
Douthit, John W. 37693113 Pfo 21 April 1945
Michalitsch, Yoseph L 37590185 Pfe 21 April 1945
Beauchemin, Armand 31436783 Pfo 21 April 1945

Appleton, Thomas W. Jr. 42184535 Pfe
I I X I EEERXE T X X £ X X XX

21 April 1943
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Sehrotberger, Dale L. 36990465 Pfe 21 April 1945
Brannan, Aubrey T. 34202690 Pfo 18 April 1945
Dolin, David R. 32845683 Pvt 21 April 1945
Arotsky, Abraham 31274535 Tec 5 16 April 1945
Niemi, Ralph E. 01014371 lst Lt. 13 April 1945
Van Hoose, Howard 35777373 Pvt 15 April 1945
Tricarieo, Frank A. 42175055 Pfc 17 April 1945
Aker, Fred T. 44033086 Pvt 17 April 1945
Kinn, RBdward L. 0511701 2nd Lt 18 April 1545
Palmer, Adrain P. 34989990 Pto 18 April 1945
Chadwick, Alpin C. 39549033 8 8gt 18 Apxil 1945
Jones, Wilbon M. 20360460 S 8gt 19 April 1945
Mitchell, Byron 34689259 Pfe 13 April 1945
Solami, Sam PF. 36744925 Pfo 21 April 1945
Hockensmith, Clarence 37729738 Pte 21 April 1945
Whituire, Ployd B. dr. 33610659 Pfo 21 April 1345
Roland, Robert 4. 35894489 Pfe 21 April 1945
Saponaro, Rocco D. 32909210 Pfe 21 Aprid 1945
Darbee, Harxold C. 36117964 S Sgt 19 April 1945
Van Houten, Bverett - 42142686 Sgt 19 April 1945
Abernathy, Kennsth A. 37596136 Rfc 19 April 1945
®ippie, L.B. (io) 02005516 1st Lt 21 April 1945
Sutton, Gregory P. 34947221 - Sgt 21 April 1945
Robertson, R.B. (io} 38601254 Pfo 21 April 1945
Sourry, Prederick G. Jr.44026296 PLe 22 April 1945
Armstrong, Donald L. 36843351 Pfeo 22 April 1945
McCann, Herchsl H. 14033949 T;88% 21 April 1945
Ritter, Hdward W.L. 35901658 § ggt 21 April 1945
Pool, John R. 39304665 Sgt 19 April 1945
Graham, Richard L. 37016283 Tec 5 22 April 1945
Haid, Ralph N. 8r 35775230 Sgt 19 Ap#il 1945
Kaup, John G. - 37120329 sgt 19 April 1945
Sprowl, Charles E. 36960878 Pfc 19 April 1945
Finn, Richard T. 36819082 Pfe 19 April 1945
Danchick, Joseph 32142899 Pfec 19 April 1945
" Thellefsen, Herrill A. 42099960 Pvt 22 April 1945
Roan, PFrancis 8. 20118352 Prt 7 April 1945
Quayle, Theomas B. 01297250 lst Lt 21 April 1945
Kott, Bdward J. 32709197 Pfe 11 April 1945
Heater, Edward @G. 33921971 Pv¢ 20 April 1945
Hanson, Ervin O. . 31466256 Pfe 19 April 1945
Miokhie, Phillip A. 313473997 Pfo 21 April 1945
Nearhood, Alvin H. 16148108 PfLe 21 April 1945
Cox, Ralph W. QL318652 lst L% 21 Apxil 1945
Miller, Robert E. 35915194 Tec 5 18 April 1945
Imbrote, Joseph P. 32176196 Pvt 20 April 1945
Snover, Sampie J. 36573717 Pvi 21 Aprid 1945
Miller, willlam C 35046759 S sgt 21 April 1945
Jaglarski, Casimer 5. 36908249 Pfe 22 April 1945
Tohulka, Richard H. 35171603 Lo 22 April 1945
Robertson, Ezell M. 34657221 Pvt 18 April 1945
Bieber, Arrold 32598005 Sgt s8l6 April 1945
Berry, James M. 33702463 Pfc. 18 April 1945
Fineh, Cherles M. 42182915 Pvi 14 April 1945
Forte, John J. 733837169 Sgs 21 April 1945 .
§=E~C~R-E-T 28 o
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i ASN G i
Centrell, Sam 54738729 Tec 5 20 April 1945
Marra, Carlo M. 32765550 Pfc 14 April 1945
Martin, QOrville D. 36918992 Pvt 14 April 1945
Zabel, Lawrence W. 37451063 Pfc 14 April 1945
Cornelius, Roy A. 38398986 Sgt 15 April 1945
Barney, Irving C. 42026428 Pfec 16 April 1945
Duff, Eaward B, 31467322 Pfc 16 April 1945
Connors, Gerald 31433808 Pvt 16 April 1945
Hilburn, D.P.E. (io0) 39421764 Pyt 10 April 1945
Finke, Herman F. 36398524 8 Sgt 14 April 1945
Larson, Robert L. 37566468 Cpl 14 April 1945
Johneon, Carl J. 33893674 Pvt 14 April 1945
Kahn, Herbert 42176930 Pfc 14 April 1945
Donovan, Arthur G. 31433832 Pfe 15 April 1945

) Former and Present Members Who Have Diptinguished
Themselves in Actions
¥’ J’a,oki., 0 5508 g O d AU @O
Scott, Joseph S., 01320970 let Lt Silver Star 34 AD GO 43
Duscheck, Roland B., 01327612 26 Lt Silver Star 34 AD GO 43
Gomez, Glynn C. 34230679 S Sgt Silver Star 34 AD GO 43
Johnson, James G., 33820349 S Sgt  Silver Star 3d AD G0 43
Horgan, Kenneth L., 39049141 Pfe Siiver S8tar 3d AD GO 43
Swinger, Frenk J., 33674051 Pfe §01uster to B.S. 34 AD GO 43
White, Trumen H., 58068258 Pfc §Cluster to B.S, 3d AD GO 43
Howze, Robert L. Jr., 016055 Col. Eronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Young, Carl K., 36078460 T 8gt Bronge Star 34 AD GO 43
Harlow, Ernest L. Jr., 20361922 8 Sgt Bronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Martin, Ethere E., 34818559 S 8gt Bronze Star 34 AD GO 43
Heid, Ralph E., 35775230 Sgt Bronze Ster 34 AD GO 43
Kaup, John G., 37120329 Sgt Bronze 8tar 34 AD GO 43
Nordlund, Morris V., 37032925 5 Bronze Star 3d AD GO 43
Kervoski, Edward P., 31392196 Pfc Bronge Star 3d AD GO 43
Penix, Earl 35244075 Pfe Bronze Star 34 AD GO 43
Quaelters, William D,., 31392055 Pfe Bronze Star 8d AD GO 43
Rowley, Paul H., 42120976 Pfe Bronze Star 34 AD GO 43
Sprowl, Charles, 36960878 Pfe Bronge Star 34 AD GO 44
Catts, William P., 32757640 Pvt Eronge Star 34 AD GO 44
!1@{1@, L. B., 02005516 lst Lt Silver Star 34 AD GO 45
Cable, Panl E, 01326804 1st Lt Silver B8tar 3@ AD GO'50
Fredericks, Dale W.,  O1327613  2a Lt  Silver Star 3a AD GO 50
Rayman, Richerd L., 37110546 8 sgt Silver Star 34 AD GO 50
Sulliven, John T. Jr., 34871604 S Sgt  Silver Star 3d AD GO 50
DiGiambattisti, Loulis 42118403 Pfc Silver Ster 34 AD GO 50
Hughes, Bdward E., 35295438 Pfc Silver Star 3a& AD GO 50
Lopez, Conrado M., 58065020 Pfc Silver Star 34 AD GO 50
Sampson, George S., 33946528 Pfe Silver Star 3d AD GO 50
Costellc, John A,, 01057391 lst Lt Bronze Ster 34 AD GO 50
Stapleton, Raymond 0., 37016894 S Sgt Bronze Etar 36 AD GO 50
Geraghty, Thomas E., 39206625 Sgt Bronze Star 3@ AD GO 50
Steke, John R,, 31034715 S%t Bronze Ster 3d AE G0 50
Arcilay, Ralph - 33760701 Pfc Bronge Ster 34 AD GO 50
§~E=C-R-E-T
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o ras
’ o§ . %fc nge stary

Gurley, Jeke Ve, 14009096 rfc Bronse Star 34 AD GO S0

§ Bronze Star

let Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Leglment and ladical Sedtion, 3d

Battalion, 36th Arnored Infuntry legiuent were awarded the FPresidential

Citation iward as per General Orders No. 54, duted 30 April 1945 - 34 |
See attachel copy -

(k) Zhotographs:  Hoze.
(1) Inclosuress

1., Journul,
2e Irue Copy, Cenerzl Orders No. 54, 3¢ AD - dated
30 april 1945.

§=L C~R=E~%
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BeleBefalielel~TwE=D
HEADQUARTERS THIND ARMORLD DIVISION
APO 253
30 April 1945
GENERAL ORDERS )
BATILE HOWORS

NUMBER . . .54 )

In sccordance with the provisions of ¥D Circuler 333, 22 December
1943, and as epproved by Commanding General, First United States Army,
the follawing units are cited for outstanding zortormnueo of duty in
action egeingt the enemy, These unite are entitled to a eitation
otroamo;i individuals assigned or attached sre suthoriged the award
of the Distinguished Unit Badge or Ouk Leaf Cluster thereto, whichever

ie appropriate, The citatioms follow:
§ § § § §

The 1st Battalion, 30th Armored Infuniry Regiment is cited for
outstanding performance of duty in sction against the enemy in
during the period 12 to 22 September 1944. The lst Battalion, 36th
Armored Infentry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 was assigned the mission
of eapporting an armored task force in its drive to smash the defenses
of the Siegfried Line, Anti-tank obstaclee retarded the progress of
armor, and the batialion wee commitied to overrun strongly fortified
éefensive poeitione overlooking the obstaclez. In two days of fierce
fighting vgainet & determined enemy the lst Datizlion, 36th Aruored
Infantry Regiment succeeded in overpowering enemy defensee and pene-
trating the firot fortified belt of the "Weet Well", Over difficult
terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fight force then
atta keéd Yo force a bridgehead through the second belt of dragon's
teeth, Vigorous hogstile setion was counterbalanced by sn insupersble
urge to close with snd destroy the enemy wherever found. Ageinst
tremendous odds the battelion succeeded in establishing a bridgehead
and for three daye repulsed vigorous enemy counterattucks launched
sgainst it in an effort to break the bettalion's foothold north of the
dragon's teeth on criticel terrain, On 18 teptember 1944, efter infantry
elements on the left and right failed to advance, the lst Battalion was
given the vitel mission of withdrawing from its salient and attacking
the strongly fortified town of MUNSTEKBUSCH. Its fighting epirit un-
dimmed, the lct Battclion withdrew under pressure, launched the assault,
The enemy poured deadly fire into ite ronks inflicting severe losses
on the attackers, The enemy fought eavagely which often resulted in
hend-te~hand conbat. Despite enormous logses incurred in this offensive
the 1lst Battclion allowed the enemy no respite. " Defending the town
gtubbornly the enemy employed tank, mortor, eortillery, and automatic
weapons fire and fanatically held their positicns until either killed
or overpowered by unrelenting pressure. Iuring the period 12 - 22
September 1944 the let Battclion demonstruted extrazordinary herolsam,
exhibited gallentry, determination and espirit de corps in overcoming
unusuelly difficult and hagardous conditions. Ihe uncpnquerable spirit
dieplayed by the lot Battalion, 345th Armored Infantry hegiment in atteck
missions againet important objectives made possible more decdly blows
agalnst the enemy on Germn soil,

& Y
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JENBRAL ORDERS No. 54 (Cont'd)
MEDICAL SBCTION, THIRD BATTALION, 36TH ARMORED INFANIRY
_BECIMENT

The Medicazl Section, Jrd Battalion, 36tk Armored Infantry Kegiuent,
is cited for outst performance of duty in action in Germany during
the period from 17 to September 1944. Throughout this bitter engage-
ment, the Medical Section, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infan Heginent
labored unceasingly despite devastating hostile artillery, ar, and
small arms fire, administering medical aid and evacusiing cesualties.
Although seversl members of the section were themselves painfully wound-
ed, they denied themselves treatament or rest until their patients had
been cared for. On one occasion, when an adjacent battalion was forced
back, leaving the aldéd station unprotected, the members of the section
contimud their care for the wounded, realizing that to move the patient
would have been, in cases, fatal. Litter sguads operated in the
face of intense fire between the aid stetdi n and advanced units, eva-
cuating casualties. Ald men moved with foremost assault units, render-
ing immediate medicsl treatment to the wounded, The unflinching courage
end superd devotion to duty displeayed by the members of the Medical
Bection, 3rd Batitulion, 36%h Armorcd Infantry Regiment, directly re-
sulted in the suving of meny lives, exemplifying the hig.hest traditions
of the military service.

BY COMEAND OF BRIGADIELR GENbr Al HICEEY:

OFFICIALS JOHE 4. CHITH, Jk.,
Colonel, G.5.C.,
Chief of Stuff,

8/ROBERT M. GANT,
ROBERT M, GANWY,
Lt Colonel, Adjutent General's Depertment,
Adjutant General.

A TRUE COPY: .
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Third Armored Division

Combat Command B - After Action Report - April 1945
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/
ACTION AGATHST BiRMY, REVOIT APTUR/AFTER ACTION wn«m\' f%?& \
Oobat, Comaand 737 Jrd armored Uivislon v
For perdod of 1 April 1945 to 30 Aprdl 1945 S
oRsam
e of tids report foliows the £ outlined
MWMV.WM M@.l:‘:lmhzmh&
ooambor with oertain esceptions are sinoe &
*m.ugo m:hm“m‘:-ndw- M'£
e g sibtted direstly to the administrative sbalf seotion of parent

“IneLgs -

» :;«._E"cono MATERIAL
* 1 AECORDS pyy, NARS,

Wy

’ CLASSIFICATION

r CANCELIED
81 UTHORITY OF THE ADJUTANT GENEis..
l?% WNGRAD™" coMmeviel 6% .. |
174
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TEERET . Page o, 2

PRIITS, Units attached from separate Hettalions, Regiments, ete. by
3l Armored Division and Higher Headquarters.

: Generael,
(See Part B *Change in Organisation®)

B, CHAGES N

The composition of a Combat Command is subject to many changes thurpughout
a combat oporation. Therefore, attachments to and changes in composition of the
Combat Command are recorded by means of "TROOF LISTS" which are included as a
part of the NHARRATIVE REPORT. (See AMNEX No, 1) g

C. STREIGTIL.

gtrangth of wnite is attached s AMNEX Mo, 3. It must be em-

_made %o form a Combat Comsand,

D SmATIONS,
arANY (Faderborn to Rbe River)

B, LARGIS,

 Gowered by Harrative Report (AMMEX No. 1) and MAFS (AMVEX No. 2)

F.  CANPATONS, |
ot officially named by Higher Headquerters st the time of writing tids

.

G, BATILES,

GUERANY - Padarborn to Elbe Mver,

He QUIWOING OFFICERS IN TGORTAN! ENGASIGNTS,

e naneg of coomanding officers of all major combat units or task forces
under Covbat Cormand D" conterol are shown on ®TROOF LIST3" which are incluwded ag
s part of the Harrative Report (AMNEX M. 1).

10 IDS»BINAGﬂOﬁ.

The records showing the names of officers and enlisted men logt in action are

the Fergomeal sections of parent units (separate Battzlions, legiments, -
M). OWWMM oﬂim‘-z(adnnloatmhdv'h sl thod

s
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TELRET rage lo. 3

ummmmtouot casualty report, A casual raporthnd
mmmwwnnmhu?ﬁnb.h. " e

wrmwmmxwru&ummm&
o cltations were awarded for tids perdod,

K FROQRAPHS,

mmmm mmur rom Army Signal Corps
wnuwmmummmumm thelr naterisl goes

to Division,
L. LIST OF INCLOSURES o)D) SUPFORPING DOGUMENES,
APPEDIX 0s 1 = = = = = = = = = « ligrrative Report,

AFEDIX Hos 2= = = = = = - me=eMHP A Sheetl R
| ‘ _ Sheet 2 Ny

AFPEDIX Nios 3 = = = = = = = =« « » Strength Report.
AFFSIDIX Hoe i = = = = = = = = » = Losges in Action,
AFPEDIL Hoy 5 = = = = = = = = = = Hogsage Flle and Journal of S-3 Section

Oty =g 7

APFRIIX Moo 6o = = = = = - = = = liogsage File and Jowrnal of S-2 Section
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- a Aprd} 1945,
2 860,y
Hareh -
tho
and 1
The
against
AT,
The
Balte
Tlmmdl
the KR
routoss
of

of the
For
ACTION
LOVELADY was relieved of the misslon of |

it
P
i kil
SR

AL
s il
i &

2ia mm nwmw

285

company infantry

the 030d Armd, Ren,

ef was

(678358) to LICHTRIAU

by
3rd Armd,
to hold
Avmd, Dive at

theast part of PADERBORH, At 19158
ght tanks and 1
elementg of
Bth
ﬂm.&l.wtﬂ.chmjbmd

TF WILPRORN sent a patrol from FADETORN to
fron 83rd Armd,

C. Cod, "B® gontimned te defend, patrol, and maintain road blocks

3 s,

its sector throughout the period.
BAD LIPPSPIUIEE axl contact was egtablished with elements of



286

Zane L Strickland Military Records

HAP wAw, 200 hours

33rd Arads o of TF WELBORN dMWWdWSM)
vary light resistance, TV ELADY was closed in gt by

hourg. A battle of 1 tank company and 1 infentry company from IF
RICHARGSON (C. Comd, relieved elenents of TF LOVELADY which were gecuring
LIGHPNAL,

on b Divigion order was received, The D to attack at Helour
S April to sieze an' secure ob; ves 1, 2, 3, and ha (See ANNEX W0, 2 HAP "AM)
anxl recomnolter to objecti 5&7“0%% - ax:lmd}owuih

ves Dy

infantry and armor, Mﬁumu eagt,

TP LOVELADY sttacked eagt from the vicimdty of EGORINGHAUSEN at 12008 on Soute
#: to seouwre objectives L and 8, At 21208 the wes gecure on objective 8 and
the tagk force resused the attack throughout the idght. '

was any enemy s heavy basooks fire and
ey g « By 09268 the tssk ferce had pushed on through and reached
BORGIOLTZ (0537) where congiderable S.is fire was met. The advance contimed steadily
registance. Infantry mopped wp in the wooded area at 0335,
toagk out enamy registance end advanced to
(1137). This towm wes againgt moderste resistunce, and the task

againgt noderate to stubbora resigtance, WMB (3-1339 at 1530.
QW,MMﬂwhmmwmmﬁnﬁwhnm

TF WELBORN attacked at 0706305 from a position vielmity 120378 and immediately
encountered an enewy road block. After the road block was ihe sdvance
opposition, At 1100B, TF WELBORN entered HusPiiLBE (1639)
vhere direst fire from both of the river, wrtillery, 3.As, and bewooka fire
were engountered, At 11158 a farce from 1F WELBOMN was sent to CARLSHAFIN (1839)
s foree engountered congiderable artilliery fire, basooka

: i to CAMLSHAFEN and in the town 1tself the
ridge at CARLSHAP N hed been blowm before our force reaghed the towm, Shubborn re-
gigtance was overcone in the two towns and at 10008 HERSTHLLE and CATLSIAFIN were
3eCUrOe

%
E
:
;

g
2
5
,
k
£
|
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Ry % o, 3
SELRET mml

TF LVELADY moved out at 0630 and advanced imitially agalnst 1ight resistance.
At 0945, TP LOVILADY entered DEISEL (153L) and quickly secured the town, encounter-
LOVELADY encountered

§
B
§
;
]
:
:
i
;

TF WELBODN sent dismounted from CARLSHAFEN at 1530 hours, east
« Tiig patrol met no opposition and had
the mission of opening the road by 20L5 hourse

At the cloge of the 8 Combat Command ®*B® was being relieved on
g m-mymm. =

mmmmwmmﬂ 10Lth Infantry Divislon to assenllly
ai sagt of the WESER River abt 050700 APMl. For routes and sssembly afea

Combat Comsand %B® would be prepared to gbtbtask to the east on Division order
msmﬂwzgodumwmmsmdhto secwre OIEBOLDEZHAUSEN (Q37)
and BILSHAUSEN (6526)

Relief by vhe lst Infantry Uivision was completed by 090600 Aprdl and the
Combat Command 73" moved in gingle colwm across the WESHER River. The crossing
was sbarted ot 0830, Sinece the advance of C. Comd, HOWZE was so rapid, Combat

i

T WHLIORH, following route #3 encountered dug in infantry slong the rosd and
in the town viecindty of L337. A tank concentration near (:735) wes dlao en~
countered in the late afternoon, ﬁoﬂu‘
degtroyed 2 encmy tanks in tids vi tys Tank fire destroyed 3 others. Pressure

TP LOVELADY on route

E
2
|

goon regumed and at 1230, TF WSLBORN entered DUDERSTAUT vhich had been cleared
9 April by clements of the 2nd infantry Division.
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At 1505, enemy infantry and an 5.F. gun were enecountered vicinity 890276, This

reslstance was overcome and the advence continued to EPSGHNROADE

stubborn enemy infantry and basoocka men halted the colum, A large muiber of snipers
the town but at 18L5 hours, all resgigtance had been overcoms

T
lhaie
i
el
?;3 5&
Eiigﬂ |
7 ggg
i
b
TiH
i

§
1
:
;

a
%
g
%
|
i
:
:%
&
:

s
i
i
i
£

lasunched as scheduled and by 0740 hours TF LOVELADY
without opposition, 1225 hours the south

igg
fgg
Hi
g
§

3 &

VELBORN had leading elaments in the northwest edge of towm by 0630 and by
5 the north part of the town was secured, ‘

Corbat Cormand *B® wag relieved by the 3rd Bn, L15th “nfantry Hegb.

&

durding of 11 April., Orders were issued for (ombet Comand *BY to
contime the 2 to the sast.

Ab 0700 hours 12 TF WELBORN moved out - advaneing rap oo NRoute 3
without resistance reaching 5225 where bagooka fire way and AT,

five from 540255, The force basoked out and gave the tom an srtil Wreatmant
then noved on through the town and siezed the objediive HOLDNSTRT )

TF LUV LADY attacked et OTO0 hours and advenced rapidly along route b against
seattered light resistance of basooka and suall arms fire. Br(ﬁ)}jm. the
task force had giesed the §, Comd, "B* objectives of ALLSTHIT ) end COLFER-

sSTET (5720).
13 jpril 1945 at 000 hours, TF WELBURN continued the atiack towards the eabt,
Registance wes the lesiing dlements reached whers direet five

ware liberated including 300 officers. The majority of these men had bDoen in
captivity sinee June 19i0. OCspbured at DUNKIRK. TF WHELBOSN contimued to advance
and by 1515 entered FRIMDEIAG (TTh3). The town was clearod, and by nightfall one
Bn, of inf was across the river and a bridge was under construction at a gite
vicinity of 770430 ;o ' \
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SEQRED T - Fage Ho. 5

TFWW“W&WMBMMWWM%
gtance

:
{
g
:
§
:
3
i

-
|
§
¥
g
4
|
-
g.,
%
g
i
-gsa
ol

;
|
f
Ry
'
-4

as
MAP ®4A", Patrols were pushing towardi the HULDE itiver in an effort to
bridge ot 134653 intast,

¢ LOVELADY comuenced crossing the SAALE River ot 0835 immediately
TF WELBORN., As soon as the tagk force had one battie east of the
i

8
g |
€

Eat
e
i

irmediately
throughout the v Hach little town was orgenized as .
mmwumzng)'.;zwh&hﬁumomm. Byn:@wm
goiled gs shovm on AUNEX Moe 2, HAF WAS,

Durving the days operations, amy labor groupa camps were overrun aud thousands
ef theso hwwwmummwmmm

i
g

g
8
E

X5 Aprdl - TF WELBORM lifted srtillery fire on the ridge site at 13L65S at
OLLS hours and gent patrols to investigate the bridge. The lridge was blowm and
© the gite strongly defended, formed enemy division, vith apparently good
orgmnmmtimmmm'as hold the MULDE River and the resistunce wag
very stu :

A Company of infantry and one company of tanks were noved into position to
forceamss:mg,ﬂwinfmtrygoirgwmmﬂwwmgoofm&mmm
Bridging was noved to the site starting at 0830, By 2060 howrs, one
comp, plus two platoons of infanitry had ercssed and mogt of the eaemy S.4s fire
mgxanoﬂthehtidgesiu.

IF LOVELADY continued to atiack esst st 150600 ipril. The inticl advance was
rapid end unapposed, but heavy 3... and bazooka fire was met along the road (115hL).
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~FEBCREY 4% & rage lo. 6

- “amyy Annex Ho. 1
At.uumuroadarouinz (135513) strongly defended road block was encountered,
The task force was ordered to mmuwmw. ang cleay

THURLAMD and KLETNLITPZIO and the wood to the north thereof up to 0 grid line
where contaot was to be made with TF WELBORN. A battle group was geot 1o clear tids
area and the enamy there, fHesults - 60 enemy idlled, 250 Fis capiured and
one 3.F, gun oyed, By nightfall, task foree was cloged in new positiong,

16 Aprid TV WELBORN conducted moppdng up operations nexrth of grid (O
over the MULDE River and continued bridging operations e
mmmmwwmmmcmmamnmmmmw
enegy artillery fire,

¥ LOVELADY eontinued clemring enemy from the area south of grid 40, THIRLAMD
and KLEDMLEIPZIG were clearsd during the daytndd.thotﬂwth
eliminated enemy resistance in RAGUNA, FRIORAU, MARKE, SCHIBRAU and SIESITAUSEN,
4 forge from TF LOVELADY was sent to clear the road from 100610 .te OR 107649 and
then twrn eagt to P0PE and secure the town, By nightfall this operstion was still

ﬂwmgmmmﬁm“(m)&ﬁrhmmw w gid clements
LOVELADY pecure ¥ o Mm Fatrolling
wag conducted within assigned segtors throughout the day.

During the might 16/17 april, Service eleusnts and mwwmmr
had been gttack at approxdmetely 150 eneny infantry with besockas
awum(unmgow Jevere house to house gtreet fighting re-

The botile otrrwvm RAGUHE resained in plece throughout
the day. m@‘&% agk foree continued operations io sicse
mmmanitmaaatmww.

iring the 17/A6 ipril, ©F VELBORY withdreow the ridgehesd force to the
west side of the ¥ river undey wover of darknegs, at 170800, oper-
at&ommrommd-cluﬂngmto\mormmm.wnwm Was setcared,
Combat 1s from TORTEN to contact slenents of Combat Comnend ¥A% re.
od.ggt AuTe and S.he fire vieindty #J 107619 and wore unable o eifcet a
con » N

17 LOVELADY ocowpded and seoured the town in his gector. See AIGIEL Fo. 2,
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L
L

—sBgEEL &,

mabiﬂmmmuwmmm 115635 st 1800 hours in

m-?&n urron(a.mw)mnmm&ecmmmm-
and establishing roed blocks at 106649 and 106648, Moderate

ance from s.»mmmmmm-m

artillery, o
£ still in » Co to and
oty mebaing o Yery oo tnderes e SHLre B B 10CEY W

4 combat patrol was organized to swesp all towns in the division wone vhich
had not been gone through during the initial advange of the Division to this arsa.
o resistace vas ensountered but many F¥s taken during the next seversl days.

The comogition of thds foree was as followss
TOUR FPATROL (i, 1
Rene Coe. 33rd Armd,

A0 ANDETIAZ)
(-1
Nedioas Dove B* Ov. Lth Ared. hed,
« Section, “B® Co. 23 Avmd, Sngre B,

The towms covered and routes taken are shown in red ANNEX Ho. 2, HAI "A°,

Gn 20 spwil opders weve iassued to siege anl gecure DE3AU, C. Joml, "5* was
1o play only a smell part in the stiack -~ cleaning cut a sector between the LULDE
River and the right bourdary of . Comd, “A®, 35See AUNEL No. 2, VAP A% for G,
Comd, *B" gegotr..

21 spwdl, TF WELBURN sttacked north in the assigned mome at 0530 axnd edvanced
againgt S.hAe, artill ard mortar fire. By 130 the task force woue was cleared
‘and contaet was with elements of C. Comd, "A" on the left,

TF IOVELADY atiacked across the SFITTIL WAS3EE Oreek at 0300 hours Lo siese
the eagbern portion of RAGUHN. Moderate enemy resistance was encountercd. By
1325 hours the town was cleared., ©F LOVELADY was ordered to atteck gouth from
RAGUHN betwean the SPIVTEL WASSEE and the MULDE to clear that ares as far scuth as
JE3NITZ, o assigt TF RICHARDION in the ture of JE3:NITZ. Infantry elements
of TF LOVELADY leunched this atback at 1LOC o Light resistance was
encountered and contact was egtablished with TF RICHAIDSON of the Yown of
JEBSNITZ, IF LOVELADY was not comuitbed in the attack on JESSNITZ and retwrned
its gsecurity positions, ‘

The town patrol (Battle group) of C. Comd, "B" contimued the reconnsissance
Phrough tovns of the Divigion area not previously cleared, The miggion was
ed abt 1500 hours 21 fpril. .

. 22 Awil, TF WELBORN continued to secure the left sector of (., Comi, "i", At
1615 elenents of 60th Infantry Regt. (9th Inf, Dive) complied the relicf of clements
of IF 1OVILADY gouth of & tmmry boundary (56 grid line). 4t 1520, the 2nd Bn,

- ulhth Ing, o (10Lth Inf, Div,) was detached from TF LOVILADY and moved out from
the C, Comi, "B® area. ;

23 A ril; C. Coxxd, "B" continued to gsecure the agsigned Divigion goector
throughout the period, ’
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through CIC. mmﬁh&w“dm%m
or overt act prejudicial to the safty of any of our a or vehicles i be a
hostile act and reslt in gsarious consequences to the populstion of the town

mow that we ere being pulled out of the line for a period of rehslilidation
regty ouwr conduch, diselpline and appearance mist be one of exewple,

Bpmclod.mintow“n. mmuumwmwu‘mm
parent or spbions €. Cond, "B" was given supervisory coutrol cver the arees
oocupied by the 33 Armd, Heght, and the 03wd Armd. Hem, Bn,

nﬂ:.uu' of a ehange in sasigned woneg on 29 April, troops of the
3rd Armde Dive began their oceupational role and ab the cloge of the period of thig
trgoﬂ,mmo:di?cogmtwmfmd. m,wmnmw.wm

nany detall neceasary for a success occupstion, oontrov I
education of conguered Germany. '

Thig ends the Report After/After Action Gocbat Comuand *D¥, 3rd Avnd,
Division for the period 1 Ayadl 1945 to 30 inclusive,
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45th Armored Medical Battalion - After Action Report - April 1945
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HEADJU AR TRES ,
45TH ARMOK D MEUICAL BAZTALIGN KG/gos
MFQ 283, Ue Be Army

2 Yay 1945

319.1

WBJIECT: sotiom Againat Gmemy, Reports After/After iotiom Reports for  —
Celendar Mamth of April, 1948. ¥ 9

0 t The Adjutent Gwmeral, Washingteam, D. .
le Im accordance with Par 10, 4t 346-105 (C 3), the following

After jotion Report is submitted for tie 46th Armored Medical Battaliom,
APO 283, Ue 3. Army, for the calendar menth of April, 1945.

a. g'_tihnl Unit: lo change.

be Changes ia o:g-i::u-;

aixs ' Lsiss
Personnel Duty Yate ) Personnel Dty vate
10 Asgad 1 Apr 45 2 & Trasfd 3 Apr 46
9 B 3 L T 10 ¢ g 20"
1 I 3 " ®, 1 B " iz r e
10 » & TR % g 14 EM . iy o ®
4 =2 " g R 1 Bu . i ="
8 =™ s M v R 1 B i n "
2 B " ;"™ 10 - m "o
8 ™ " M "% . AN " T S
z? m L w n " : w m L] “ " L
1 m " u " “ ' s u n “ L] L]
1 a1 " ” " " t g m ] 50 " "
1 = » o ® 9,
S Strength) Commiasicned w alisted
1 APKIL - 48 3 426
30 APRIL 46 3 444
. Net Increase: 0 0 i8

io Stationg:
(1) Battalion OP & Hg snd Hq Campany

1 apr = 1 Apr - MARBURG, GERMANY
2 Apr -~ 3 Apr - KORBacH, *
4 Apr - 7 Apr - ATDELN, "
8 Apr - 10 Apr - HRAKEL, °
11 Apr - 13 Apr - DUDRLSTADT, "
14 Apr = 30 Apr - SANIGERHAUSEN,
-x-
; 4l
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Aftor sotiom Hepors, 5, 48th Amsd Jed M, April, 1945 (Coamt'd)

.(2) Gompaay "a",

1 4pr = 2 Apr - DAAREN, JdFaANY
3 Apr = 6 Apr - PAUSHBORE, "
T Apr = 9 Apr - OTTRLROWN, "
10 Apr -~ 1) Apr - HARDAQGEN, =

A2 Apr < 12 Apr - GIABOLUEHAUSEN, "
13 dpr - 14 spr - GURBSTLLT, "
15 apr - 16 Apr - UERLEBOGK, .
17 Apr - 17 apr - FERKQUORF, .
13 Apr - 24 Apr = JUBLLENDORY, *
28 4pr = 30 Apr - SANGIRHAU N, ™

{3) Company "5": _ .
1 4pr = 1 Apr = LAREUKO, OuRmANY
2 pr - 2 Apr - ATIRWN, =
3 Apr - @ Apr - HAMBORN, "
T Apr - T Apr - FROMMHAUZNN,
8 Apr - 10 Apr - LANGENTHAL,
11 Apr ~ 12 Apr - HORDHAUSHN,
13 spr -~ 14 ipr - LABITZ, »
18 Apr - 23 apr - TURNAU, .
24 Apr - 30 Apr - SANOSRHAUSH

(4) WGy

1 Apr = 2 Apr - HAAREN, GERMANY
$ dpr - @ Apr - MUED BQGRCHI, *
T Apr = § ipr - BAD DRIBUKG, *
10 spr - 12 Apr - TARUDEOSEN, 5
13 apr - 14 Apr - OHEPSUORP, "
15 Apr = 16 Apr - BIENLOHF, »
17 Apr = 17 Apr - PRE3ULLTE, "
18 Apr - 18 Apr - EOTHIN, "
19 apr = 19 Apr - LORBIG, "
20 4spr - 25 Apr - SCHADER, "
.

26 Apr = 30 Apr - SANGRRIEAUSES,

e Narches: 5ee Narrative feport, ippeadix do. 1.

£
he

he

Conpancing Offioer: cuaries . Steyaart, Lts Csl., Medical Corys

Sattlest See Harrative Lepors,
Logses in sotiom:

Vaughna, Dossie L. Ffe
Yohe, "illiam 2. P'fe
‘Gelks, Uramt rfe.
Houee, Jr., Rig . 1347

-2
8

—— v —

Appemdix Ho. l.

Frisomer of War
LiA
LA
LRA

EEn8

LE 21

a3 28
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b+ g

After sotiom Heport, g, 45th Armd Ved Ba, April, 1945(Comt'd)

1. Awurds: )
The 45th Amored Kedical Sattaliom was awarded the
Herbtorious Serviee Usnit Plaque for "superior perfomsnse
of duty im sccomplishment of exveptionally diffloult tasks

\ duriag the period 30 June 44 to 50 Septamber 44" per Par

1, 00 #61, Hq, 34 Amd DAv., dated 27 April 1948,

PUBPLE HBART

ie Pente, Joseph J. = Captain G0 M8 25 April
Zapke, Johm pfe G0 48 10 April
Sellew, Charles ¥. ¥/sgt. GO /M2 2 april
Sima, Jr., Joim Pvt, 00 M2 2 sprid

n“/’.‘;-

= FRUDERICK C, WamxlLsY
Major, MU

Commanding
APFENDIXs .ﬂo- 1 « Harrative Heport
INCLOGURYESs Goe (1) copy Unit Jourmal, Sa CP

Six (8) conies - Tng Memo #l, Hg 45th Amd Med BEn.
Six (8) copies - Recavitulation of Casualties.
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STeRET
Appendix No. 1 to After Actiom Heport, Hq, 45th Armd ked Ba, APU 263,
U3 Army, spril, 1945. o
. $ ,n..

Harrative Report
m

Mmpss iap CilTRAL EUROPE, Zhests P3, PG, P7, Q3, W, QS, 8, Q7, Kb,
183 Seales 1/100.000.

1. O 1 April 1548, the 3! Amored Divisiom, after its spectecular
dash %o the outskirts of PADERBORN, waz tectioally engaged with atubbem
elaments of '35 Iroops snd Officer Candidetes engaged im a last effort te
stop us fras completing the emcirclemeat of the EUEE VALLEY.

2e Ulspositiom of combat cosmands snd of our meiical companies was
as followss :
ae Combat Command "A": (me task forco had emtered P AV KBOKE mad
had begum ¢leaning up the 0ity; amother task foroe had smade conteot with the
2sd Armored Divisiem ia LIPPSTADT, Company "A" had ome treatuemt section ia
HAARZN and one seetion im XIRCHBORCHIN.

(1) m 2 April, the entirs compa 'y was set up in & Wftwaffe
uduiailtt\tlol building in PADENBURN, where it remmised till § April while
sombat trmpa sontinued to ocutpost and defond FALULRBOBRN and LIPFSTALT,

(2) ™he mtire modical company wes kept clused up to tesk
forca hesdquarters throughout this drive because 1t wes the safest place '
to be, The formmrd pesition of the treatmeat statioms also made it pos= -
sible to reader defimitive medical care withia 30 minutes after a casualty
s taggoeds

be Combat Commamd "5"i: wag colled SE of PADERBORN im ;reparatiom
for an attedk on She eity fram the right flank, By 1700, twe task forces
had completed their missiome Company "8" supported the attack from HAUHORN,
Casunities wers light asd no ususual incidents intercepted the ewacustion
chennelse

S+ Combat Uommand "R"i At the begilmaisg of the period, this
canbat comsrand wes securing appromches to PAU RBORN and protecting the
advange of Combat Command "A". Company "C", located at NORDBOKCEEN,
suprorted the attaek, treating 56 Mmorican casualtiese

de The medical compenies were cach evacusted by a platom of
tea smbulaades from the 578th Awbulance Compamy. The Fleld Hospitals and
Svacustion Hespitals weres soom cut of reasanable reach whioh nesessitated.
trips of 150, 155 and 175 miles. Fortunately, casualties wers light thus
we were not foreed $0 hold patients at this time.

3« Om 5 April, the IJivigion attacked due Zast to secure unlimited
objectives of the way to a crossiag of the WESIR RIVER.
&« Cempany "A": Supported Combat Cammamd "A" in ilis mission
" to selze BAD LPTBEURG, The entire ompany moved out after dark om the nignt
of § spril towmrd BAD URIBUEQG, Traffio comgostiom sad lmpossible driviag
eonditions forsed the eompeny to tura bmok. it 0530 the next momming, the
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compeny moved out agmim, reached Bil HISUEG at 0730 and contiaued
until it wet the taak force nesr UTTHLIHGEN, vhere mounting resisgtance
wag mete

(1) About 1040, it bivouaced temporarily in & flald on the weat
side of the town treating casualties. The resistarce developed into a
battle and the treatment section needsl a suitable place to oare for
inereasing cacunitiese The miirs eapeny moved inte a schoolhouse ia
OITH-RGEN midet mortar fire asd set up at wiat was then the fromt lise.
Gvaouation waa no problems

{2) mother task foree had uet pesistunce on the right flaxke

. Mmbulsnces frem that taask foree wers thereforas evacuating Tormard %o
the troatment statione ) :

(3) The compsmy stayed la OTIY RUEN ustil 10 Aprile 356 casualbies
wora treateds Ponrward evacustion had not improved.

(4) Geginaing 9 spril, Combat Coemand "4" followed on twe cemtral
routes of advance across the ¥SER EIVIR, Campamy "A™ moved from CTIBEEGEN
on 9 April sad to HARDEGUEN on the 1Oth, to CILBOLURNAUEN and 248G ROWEA
the next two dayse The amly sction was the eliminatlon of & povket of
rogistoncs noar OSTERCDE. Dattle casualties treatad for thias sotiom tobtaled
23 .

{8) Simee Combat Caumad "A™ was in Divialon Reserve and more or
less hold the ocare of the divislor zone of reeurity while task forces
of sthier conbat comnandas engeged the snemy in thrugts as far last as the
SLBE River and the city of UHS3alls Company "A° remeined togather as a
company following Combat Ucumand Headqumrters route of admeca.

(8) Prom 3.HGHERHAUSEN, the company moved to GERBSISDT. Ua 14 -
dpril it zoved again to GURELEBCGK, on the 15th to FERHSUOLEFe One geetiom
reziained here to support a task force olemming up towns in the rsar and
the other sestion moved to WELLINIURFe At PIFNGXRFP, an attempt by the
enemy bo roteke the tom was smotherdd by combat troeps while "A" Caspany
Ygdics cheared their camrades from the roof topse The company wes to-
gother on the 17th at WELUNDOHP where it atayed umntil 25 aprile 172
imorican battie casualties had been treated from 13 - 25 April inclasive.
. be Compamy "B"; Foliowing Combat Camsand "S" in ita fight toward the
HUSER RIVIE, Compeny "B" split ite compuny into two sesticms, cmoe treiling
eachi tagk force., HReslatence was atromg umtil troopa got over the rivere
(noe roross task forees oontinued to roll shead and by 10 April, Cempany
"B had bivousced im NORDHAUSENe Their principle job hers was ©9 tuie cars of
400 emsoisted political prisoners in the infamous Hordhausen Concemtration
Camp, Uonditions here were hideous beymd pelief sad many & Amsrican
soldiers, for the firet time saw revealed the imhumen svila of Hasisme
Task forge tresatuest statioms took up tho mareh ths next day, trailing
charging tanks through SANGREAUYEN, SISLREIN, adross the 3JAALE RIVER,
eventually resshing TORNAV on 14 Aprile

(1) X Armored Uivislon foreves had outdistanced supporting

9th Vivisiom Infantry, stretched its supply lines to a thin elastie,
and finally were held up by the KULDE NIVER.
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(2) Is TORMAU, the company was brought together and set up
facilities for troating casualties irom the expsoted coauster-atiacits.

In the subsejuent sotiom, twe aid stations snd 3 awmbulences wers overrun
and eaptured for 24 hours.

(3) Rearward ewouation Deoame & serious probleme Army ambulsnces
were makiang trips of %00 - 400 mdles, conssquently thers was a high back
log of patiemtse 2§ tom trucks were used to evmousted less seriously
wounded putisntes for over a week they wore comstambtly im use, going back
‘over roads which were frequentiy undor attacke (me ambulsnce mixed ia
with 2 colusm of eombat vehicles was fired om srd destroyede 7ha driver
was soricusly bumed, the satients kiiled. Mo other peraonnel or vehloles .
wora Loste

(4) 'he company atayed im TCRNAU umtil 25 Aprile Hosistence was
slowly cleaned out aad infanbtry uaita gredually =oved upe

Ge Company "C":  wpparting Combat Uoemamd "A™ whieh is followiag am .
cairal routes of the Livislon attack. ,

(1) m 6 4pril, Company "C" movex to Sal LRIBURG, remainsd there
uatil the B8th =hen it moved cut to follow the colusm across the W.3iR RIVER
pontoan bridgee (m 9 April ms seetimm remained at IKBINN, the other was
gent forward to asoompmay a task foroe attacking SARDBGIEN.

(8) (= the 10 April, the Company Cosmsnder was foroed to split
his company and attach a troatment station to each of two task forces,
to silminaie nwwessity for using lateral evacuatiom routese IThe combat
eomuand smmg “aste na seotiom meved out of HILKEROUE %o follow, was
dolayed by blocked roads but fimally pulled throvugh by tank destroyoers
and tank retriovers. Iremtuant sduininstered in route was similar to
mathod uged legt menth: casualties wore st down solwam to surgical
truek, troated there, transisrred to Army smbulance, dispatohed resrward
wiem smbulance had a complete loade The 2nd sectiom sab up at 5IIEERQUE,
‘mbulanoes evacuabing thig task force nad to proseed across vountry bew
cruse of blomm up roads and impaseable debrise ,

(8) ™e attask omtinued though-zaselinme supply wes lowe Ale
though easumities had not bheem axbremsly heovy, 108 imorican battle cas-
ualties beimg recoeivad In seven days Inevrasing resistance siowed dowe the
advenese Om 13 April e seotion had set up InTHALUURF, the other at
SELLEBIN, treating 55 casumiticss The task forees moved across the SAALX
RIVIR on the l4the By 2000 the same day, dombat elemente nad reached
XOTHEN, treatment gtatioms having bivoumsed im ELEIH- WLEINITZ amd 51 HLOHD,

(4) ™e situatiom at this poimt wee very much like a navel
battles Task forces, including a trectueat seotiom of & medical company
would attack a towm, reoturn to a base, go aubl next moming to selze another
tomm (or perhaps the sume cne) returm to find thoir base takem sad fight
to get it btacke Arwored units wers laft without supportisg infeatry and
although unable te "™old" territory manage to stop sericus emsmy ocoaunter=
atteoks by eareful and planned sttacks of their cwae

S litb-T
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(5) Company "C" supported this type of wrfure by attaching a
troatment gection with sach task foreee M 15 April there was me Chauge
in looaviams om 18 April ome se0tio had beem sstablished at PREUSSLITZ:s
em 17 April it moved sgaie to TORRAU to suppert attaciks towmpd BERNBORG
and {OMEN. ©Om the 18th one task forve attaoked toward AKEN followed by
the 2nd seetion of Uompany "C* movimg from KOUHEN to ZURBIG, thomee to
SCHEUTIR ém the 20th, where it was joined by the rest of the company @
the 23rd end rexained until the 25th. Casualties curing ths operatioms
from 13 april to 23 April totaled 469 imeriosm, a ficure which shows
how heavy the resistance and how difficult the problsms of evacuatien
for a trip to the nearest hospitel mesnt 200 = 400 miles of steady
travelinge
4e iz end Hq Company moved with Ulvision Irming sud continued to
operate tlie Uivisiom Hest Cemters fransportation vf remaining opses
w2 affeeted by making double trips betwesen staticase JThe Ratim and
the Fusl snd Iubricaat sectiom worked day end might to keep the medical
compenies suppliede At NORUEAUSEN a Yedivael Offleer sand techniclians were
gent to oare for the overrum Joneomtration Camp.

Se By 25 april after 1 days in the combat gone and 218 days in
‘contaot with the emewmy the emtire Divisianm had been relisved from combat
snd wers assemblizg Ix new bivouae aress. All companies of this battulion
retumed to cantrel of this headguarters and & perind of maintemsnce,
rehablilitation emd trainimg based on Uperatioms Hemorandum No, 48, iq,
3d Armd Jiv, wag begum. A tralning program was published emphasiziag
rehabllitetion, physicsl fitress, snd orientatiom. (3ee Inel #1).

8s Degpite the hardships of canstant movememt, the hasards of travelliag
through partially oleared areas, the logisticsl headaches over fast di-
ninishing supplies, the pediocnl campanies malntained their usual effisient
evacuntion missione The average distance from sid stations varied from '
G %o § milese.

7Te There were several acditional probiems on thia drive whioh caused

needless work, waste of time and complioatian of dutles.
2 Uhe distawce to Fleld Hospitals and Svacustiom Hospltels was

overly lomge For most of the pericd from 29 Maroh to 25 April,§he axis
of evasustion ranged from $5 to 180 miles in ame directioms Iin some
cages, ¥ield Hospitals refused to accept casualities imcluding mam-trsmgport-
sble oasess Thus, not oaly wae cur evecustion slowed dowa but an ascumualatiam
of pationts seriously arfected our support of advancing trocps as we were
forsed to use our owm transportation.

3E6RET
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)

Be Thare are tw possivle solutions: (1) fo imcromse the nusber
of Army arbulances: (2) Yo atteoh two hospital uaits from a /ield Hospitel
to the Uiviglom to care for all casualties evasusted by arsored trestment
platoonse. e

e igdical sompssy comvenciers were ;iven the respomeibility of
inveztizating any snasy hoepitals, reperting susbers of wounded Fi's,
ausber of cporeting peorsornel, searching towns for etieny woumded, Investigating
exd reporting om oconcmtretion camps and PW Oompae

8. dillesting wag me problem in this part of Vemany, relatively untouched
becsuge 2f the speed of the attuck wund bsoauae the populetion dedided not
to roaiste _ )

9. fficers and zea of the 576th smbulsnee Compsmy perforsed outstending
services im the ewounbtionm of 33 Ameored Division easuslties. Uriving day
and nizht over strasge dangercus roacs for distences whioh averaged 10 miles,
twise captured by enemy patrols, these men performed their duty im an &x=
omp lary nanner.

10 Attached as inclos.re nmubsr 3 is a resapitulstion of sasualtias
treated by this battelios from June 1946 to April 1545, inclusive.
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e e

FECAPYTULATI (8 OF CASUALIIZG IREATED /‘“>,
JUNE 1944 - APRIL 1945 : ,,
oy D
MONTH ; ,_,m a,;x:. Allied Civilism  imemy 0TAL
JUNE 320 52 0 0 3 28
JULY 1310 870 17 32 e 2199
AUG 2136 266 33 122 463 3810
SEPT 2047 580 7 139 580 3723
oCT 1404 22¢ 0 48 29 1766
NOY 1240 430 0 25 51 1744
DEC 1713 1418 4 38 8 EVTY
JAS 29%0 13%0 4 63 147 4134
PR 1322 213 2 | 10 5 1806
KAR 1701 832 8 121 298 3087
APE 1864 746 a7 179 551 3416
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Sources:

Books:

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd
Arm'd. Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 — 1945
by Roberts, A. Eaton

36™ Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory 1945

Spearhead In The West — 1941-1945 The Third Armored Division — printed by Kunst
und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945

Spearhead In The West — Third Armored Division — Turner Publishing Company —
1991

Major General Maurice Rose: World War Il's Greatest Forgotten Commander by
Stephen L. Ossad & Don R. Marsh — Taylor Trade Publishing — 2006

Siegfried Line 1944-45: Battles on the German frontier by Steven J. Zaloga — 2007

Alamo in the Ardennes: The Untold Story of the American Soldiers Who Made the
Defense of Bastogne Possible by John C. McManus — 2007

In the Company of Heroes: The Memoirs of Captain Richard M. Blackburn Company
A, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment by Jerald W. Berry — 2013

Louch by Lou Baczewski — 2013

If You Survive: From Normandy to the Battle of the Bulge to the End of World War
I1 by George Wilson — 2010

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (1): St Vith and the Northern Shoulder by Steven J. Zaloga —
2003

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (2): Bastogne by Steven J. Zaloga — 2004

Bloody Roads to Germany: At Huertgen Forest and the Bulge by William F. Meller —
2012
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The Bloody Forest: Battle for the Hurtgen: September 1944-January 1945 by Gerald
Astor — 2000

A Dark and Bloody Ground: The Hurtgen Forest and the Roer River Dams, 1944-
1945 by Edward G. Miller — 2003

The Battle of the Huertgen Forest by Charles B. MacDonald — 2015
Road to Huertgen: Forest in Hell by Paul Boesch - 2014
The Hotton Report by Robert K. McDonald — 2012

Armored Thunderbolt: The U.S. Army Sherman in World War 1l by Steven Zaloga —
2008

The Guns at Last Light: The War in Western Europe, 1944-1945 by Rick Atkinson —
2013

Death Traps: The Survival of an American Armored Division in World War 11 by
Belton Y. Cooper — 2007

U.S. Army Armored Division 1943-1945: Organization, Doctrine, Equipment by
Yves J. Bellanger — 2010

Data on World War Il Tank Engagements Involving the U.S. Third and Fourth
Armored Divisions by David C. Hardison - 2012

United States Army in World War Il European Theater of Operations Series
e Breakout and Pursuit
e Battle of the Bulge
e The Siegfried Line Campaign
e The Last Offensive
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Pamphlets / Magazines:

Call Me Spearhead — Saga of the Third Armored “Spearhead” Division — published by
the Stars and Stripes

Spearheading With The 3@ Armored Division — sequel to “Call Me Spearhead” —
printed by Hallische Nachrichten, Halle (Saale)

Newsletters:

Ozark Red Grapevine Newsletter, July 1945
Bugler Newsletter, date unknown

Spearhead Doughboy Newsletter
e 19 January 1942

28 March 1942

24 April 1942

15 July 1945

9 September 1945

16 September 1945

7 October 1945

November 1945 — last issue

39 Armored Division Veterans Newsletter
e Return to Europe trip — 1992
e Return to Europe trip — 1994
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Archives:

University of Illinois — 3@ Armored Division Archives

Online access

Personal visit

Phone correspondence

Email correspondence

Procured high-resolution scans of maps and other materials

United States National Archives

Online access

Email correspondence

Postal mail correspondence

Procured high-definition video transfer of multiple 35mm newsreels
Procured unit after action reports

Procured general orders

United States Holocaust Museum — Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive

Online access

Email correspondence

Identified Zane Strickland in newsreel

Iterated with staff to identify the source National Archives newsreel

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library

Online access

Phone correspondence

Postal mail correspondence
Procured unit after action reports
Procured general orders

National Personnel Records Center

Postal mail correspondence

Strickland and Hackney Family Archives
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Web sites:

Unfortunately, I did not keep a log of all the web sites I used in this research. If | had
done so, it would have been a very long list — as in many scores if not hundreds.

The primary web sites for source material include:

University of Illinois - 3rd Armored Division Association Archives
http://archives.library.illinois.edu/guides/3rdarmor/

3rd Armored Division History Foundation
http://www.3ad.com/

Association of 3d Armored Division Veterans
http://www.3ad.org/

34 Armored Division Association
http://home.earthlink.net/~3adspearhead/

3rd Armored Division Memorial Group
http://36air-ad.com/

Video:

United States Holocaust Museum — Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive
United States National Archives
“3"d Armored Division Newsreels” by Combat Reels

“March 1945: Dual at the Cathedral” by Hermann Rheindorf

Researchers:

Brandon T. Wiegand
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Media Digital File Donations

In the course of this project | funded the digitization of a variety of source materials into
high-resolution and high-definition digital formats.

The resulting digital files were donated to:

United States Holocaust Museum — Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive
e High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels

The University of Illinois — 3rd Armored Division Archives
e Assembled map collage and combat trail — William Brick campaign maps
e High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels
e High-resolution scans of:

o Unit After Action Reports

Unit reports, maps and records

General orders

Large-format maps

Pamphlets

Posters

Books

O O O O O O
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