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In Search of Strickland 

Despite my Sgt.-Rock-comic-book- and countless-war-movie-fueled badgering, my grandpa Strickland 

only talked about his time in WWII to me once – for about five minutes.  

One day, when I was about 10, he appeared in their living room with a small box.  

“I know you like war stuff. I thought you might want to see these,” he said as he handed me the box.  

I opened it to reveal a pile of medals and ribbons. I’d never even seen, much less 

touched, any real object from WWII – and these were medals.  

I pulled a bronze star from the box, held it reverently and then looked up at him.  

“Are you a hero?” I asked.  

“No, son, I’m no hero,” he replied softly. “The heroes didn’t come back.”  

He took the bronze star, put it in the box, turned and walked away.  

Ever since that day I wondered about his time in the war.  

Who did he know? What did he see? When was he there? Where did he go?  

Thirty years later, after he passed away, I did sporadic research in an attempt to discover his war history. 

I didn’t have his records, his service dates, his unit, his military ID number or much of anything to go 

on. I didn’t get very far.  

After my grandmother passed away, we were 

sorting through stacks of documents and photos. 

In the documents I found my grandfather’s 

Army discharge. I was thunderstruck. I had 

spent many long years in frustration because I 

did not have his service number, service dates, 

campaigns or any other critical information 

required to find his military service history. 

Now I had his service dates and his service 

number.  

 

This information enabled me to make a formal 

request for his records from the National 

Personnel Records Center. Unfortunately, the 

results were negative. Like many WWII vets, 

his records were destroyed in a fire at the military records repository in St. Louis, MO on July 12, 1973.  
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On Memorial Day of 2014 I posted a photo of him on Facebook. 

An old schoolmate of mine and Army veteran, Jerry O’Brien, 

immediately commented on my grandfather’s unit – the 3rd 

Armored Division. Jerry recognized that from the left shoulder 

patch in the photo.  

This gave me something solid to start with.  

I started with the 3rd Armored Division and worked down from 

there. I took all the clues I had from our family stories, passed 

down through the years, and pursued each one.  

A recurring theme was that he was a medic and some of the stories 

concerned rescuing wounded soldiers under fire.  

Many, many hours of research later I found and purchased a copy 

of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory that 

had been compiled at the end of the war.  

There, on page 30, was my grandfather’s name, albeit misspelled, 

as it was his entire time in the military.  

 

That was a very big moment. There it was, in print, in black and white. I had finally found him.  

When you do family history research, finding an ancestor’s signature or name in print is a major 

milestone. After months, or years, of nursing a theory about someone, the physical confirmation makes 

all of your time and hard work worthwhile.  

Now that I knew his unit I did a systematic search through every photo of that outfit I could find online. 

Night after night I clicked through thousands of images of the 3rd Armored Division and the 36th 

Armored Infantry Regiment. I never did find a photo of him.  

Night after night I read through war diaries, histories and books about his units. I never did find mention 

of him.  
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Then, late on the night of June 20, 2014, while following links from yet another of hundreds of searches 

on his unit, I ended up in the Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive at the United States Holocaust 

Museum. There, in a low-resolution, grainy newsreel of the liberation of the Nordhausen / Dora-

Mittelbau camp, was my grandfather carrying a stretcher.  

 

 

 

 

At least it sure looked like my grandpa Strickland to me. I captured a still-frame image from the video 

and posted it for a vote among my cousins. The vote was unanimous. Everybody thought it was him. It 

didn’t hurt that all those Strickland men - my grandfather, my uncle and my cousin - all looked nearly 

identical at that age. 

 

It meant a lot to me to find that film, to see him there, moving, as he lived and fought and tried not to 

die, with death all around him.  

 

It seems to me that when he glanced at the camera he was looking not just at the cameraman, but 

looking through time, forward, into the future, to a world and children and grandchildren yet to come.  

 

The film is silent so there are no words, but if I listen carefully I can hear his voice speaking to me.  

 

He speaks of how precious life is, how easily it is lost and how often mankind forgets how to be human. 
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Since his records were burned, we’ll never know his full WWII military story, such as where he was 

posted and what he did prior to shipping out overseas.  

 

However, after 20 years of looking, I finally had enough information to search down the specifics on his 

medals and his time in Europe in WWII.  

 

It turns out his time there was very brief but also very eventful.  

 

He survived firefights; liberated death camps; was overrun, captured, then rescued; and, fought all the 

way to the Elbe, where U.S. and Soviet forces met to end the war.  

 

 

In the end, I can’t argue with his view that the heroes didn’t come back.  

 

 

 
 

 

That said, he’ll always be a hero to me.  

        

Douglas Hackney 

       July 2016 
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Military Records 

Zane Strickland’s military records were destroyed in the St. Louis repository fire.  
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Stateside and European Combat Units 

Stateside 
Zane Strickland’s unit(s), location, post, role, rank, etc. prior to shipping out to Europe are 

unknown.  

There are WWII photos in the Strickland family archives that include a left shoulder patch 

from the Southern Defense Command (SDC).  

 

 

 

A major responsibility of the SDC was training recruits prior to deployment.  

The oral family history includes that Zane Strickland was a gunnery instructor at a training 

camp prior to volunteering for overseas combat duty.  

If that history is accurate and the photo was of a friend from his post, then he was stationed 

at a training camp in the SDC.  
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The training camps in the Southern Defense Command area included:  

WWII Name Current Name State Date 
Established 

Fort McClellan Fort McClellan AL 1917 

Camp Rucker Fort Rucker AL 1942 

Camp Sibert N/A AL 1943 

Camp Chaffee Fort Chaffee AR 1942 

Camp Pike Camp Joseph T. Robinson (ARNG) AR 1917 

Camp (Jesse) Turner N/A AR 1942 

Camp Beauregard N/A LA 1917 

Camp Claiborne N/A LA 1940 

Camp Livingston N/A LA 1940 

Camp Plauche N/A LA 1942 

Camp Polk Fort Polk LA 1941 

Camp McCain N/A MS 1942 

Camp Shelby N/A MS 1917 

Camp Van Dorn N/A MS 1942 

Camp Luna N/A NM 1942 

Camp (William C.) Reid N/A NM 1942 

Fort Sill Fort Sill OK 1869 

Camp Gruber N/A OK 1942 

Camp Forrest N/A TN 1941 

Camp Tyson N/A TN 1942 

Fort Bliss Fort Bliss TX 1890 

Fort Clark N/A TX 1852 

Fort Sam Houston Fort Sam Houston TX   

Camp Barkeley N/A TX 1941 

Camp Bowie N/A TX 1917 

Camp Bullis Fort Sam Houston TX 1917 

Camp Hood Fort Hood TX 1941 

Camp Howze N/A TX 1941 

Camp Hulen N/A TX 1940 

Camp Maxey N/A TX 1942 

Camp Swift N/A TX 1942 

Camp Travis Fort Sam Houston TX 1917 

Camp Wallace N/A TX 1941 

Camp Wolters Fort Wolters TX 1941 

 

Source: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/facility/camp-ww2.htm  

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/facility/camp-ww2.htm
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European Theater of Operations (ETO) 
Based on available records the following are the most likely combat units Zane Strickland 

served with in the European Theater of Operations (ETO): 

His initial unit when he was assigned to guard duty would probably have been either the 3rd 

Armored Division Military Police Platoon or the Regimental Police of the 36th Armored 

Infantry Regiment.  

 

 

Members of the Regimental Police of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
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Based on available records and family oral history, he soon switched to the medics. 

 

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was:  

45th Armored Medical Battalion  

Company B 

 

Insignia and pin of the 45th Armored Medical Battalion 

  
 

His medical company was attached to:  

First Army 

VII Corps 

3rd Armored Division 

36th Armored Infantry Regiment 

Combat Command B 

Task Force Lovelady 

 

The hierarchy in this list is largest to smallest unit.  
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Photos identified as the 45th Armored Medical Battalion / 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
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Zane Strickland’s military occupation code (MOS) in his discharge is “Driver Halftrack 

931.” The official WWII MOS 931 description is “Truck Driver, Heavy.” 

In his case he would have been driving a Medical Ambulance Halftrack.    

This aligns with family oral history and the “Capture and Escape” section later in this 

document. 

 

Photos of halftrack ambulances. Note: These photos are for example purposes only. Not all 

photos are from the 3rd Armored Division. 
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U.S. Army Organizational Unit Hierarchy  

 

Source: http://www.secondworldwar.co.uk/index.php/army-sizes-a-ranks/86-army-units-a-

sizes  

 

  

http://www.secondworldwar.co.uk/index.php/army-sizes-a-ranks/86-army-units-a-sizes
http://www.secondworldwar.co.uk/index.php/army-sizes-a-ranks/86-army-units-a-sizes
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3rd Armored Division Structure 
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3rd Armored Division Units and Radio Call Signs 
 

Omaha – HQ, General Staff 

Ottawa – Combat Command A 

Ontario – Combat Command B 

Oriole – 32nd Armored Regiment 

Orchard – 33rd Armored Regiment 

Ozark – 36th Armored Infantry Regiment (“Blitz Doughs” ) 

Onset – Division Artillery HQ 

Ozone – 67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCA) 

Orlando – 391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion (normally attached to CCB) 

Oshkosh – 54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

Osgood – 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion 

Outlook – 23rd Armored Engineer Battalion 

Amber – 703rd Tank Destroyer Battalion 

Annex – 486th Anti-Aircraft Battalion 

Oxygen – Armored Maintenance Battalion 

Orange – Armored Supply Battalion 

Oxford – 45th Armored Medical Battalion 

Ostrich – 143rd Armored Signal Company 

Oregon – Division Trains 

 

Source: Book – “Spearhead In The West 1941-45 The Third Armored Division” (published 

1945) 
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel 

Directory 
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Combat Trail Maps: 

 

VII Corps 
 

Zane Strickland’s 45th Armored Medical Battalion was part of the 3rd Armored Division, 

which was a lead element of the U.S. First Army’s VII Corps 
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
 

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, 

which was the infantry component of the 3rd Armored Division.  
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Route of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment from Omaha Beach inland.  

 

This map belonged to First Sergeant Walter Petrovich, First Sergeant of 

Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment.  

First Sergeant Walter Petrovich participated in the liberation of the 

Nordhausen / Dora-Mittelbau concentration camps. 

Source: http://36thair3ad.homestead.com/HQ3dBn36thAIR.html     

http://36thair3ad.homestead.com/HQ3dBn36thAIR.html
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Combat Command B 
 

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to the 3rd Armored Division’s Combat 

Command B.  
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Task Force Lovelady 
 

Zane Strickland’s medical unit was attached to Task Force Lovelady, a tactical combat unit 

of the 3rd Armored Division’s Combat Command B 
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32nd Armored Regiment 
 

The 32nd Armored Regiment was normally attached to Combat Command A, so Zane 

Strickland’s medical unit was not typically attached to this regiment. 

 

Combat Command A moved and fought parallel with Zane Strickland’s Combat 

Command B. 

This map is included to provide additional context to the activities and route of the 3rd 

Armored Division.  
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Unit Summaries 

3rd Armored Division Overview 

World War II 

Activated: 15 April 1941 

 

Campaigns:  
 Normandy 

 Northern France 

 Rhineland 

 Ardennes-Alsace 

 Central Europe 

 

Days of combat: 231. 
 

Distinguished Unit Citations: 7 
 

Awards:  

 Distinguished Service Cross (DSC): 25  

 Distinguished Service Medal (DSM): 3  

 Silver Star (SS): 839  

 Legion of Merit (LM): 21  

 Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC): 5  

 Soldiers Medal (SM): 28  

 Bronze Star Medal (BSM): 3,881  

 Air Medal (AM): 134 

 
Commanders:  

 Maj. Gen. Alvan C. Gillem (April 1941-January 1942)  

 Maj. Gen. Walton H. Walker (January-August 1942) 

 Maj. Gen. Leroy H. Watson (August 1942-August 1944) 

 Maj. Gen. Maurice Rose (August 1944-March 1945) 

 Brig. Gen. Doyle O. Hickey (March-June 1945) 

 Brig. Gen. Truman E. Boudinot (June-July 1945) 

 Brig. Gen. Frank A. Allen, Jr. (July 1945) 

 Maj. Gen. Robert W. Grow (July 1945 until inactivation)  

 Maj. Gen. Ray T. Maddocks (15 July 1947-1 April 1948)  

 Maj. Gen. Roderick R. Allen (15 April 1948 to present) 

 
Inactivated: 10 November 1945 in Europe. 

 
Reactivated: 15 July 1947. 
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Combat Chronicle 

The 3rd Armored Division landed in Normandy and entered combat 29 June 1944, taking part in the 

hedgerow fighting.  

The Division broke out at Marigny and with the 1st Infantry Division swung south to Mayenne in a 

general exploitation of the St. Lo breakthrough.  

In August 1944, the Division participated in the heavy fighting involved in closing the Falaise Gap, 

pocketing the German Seventh Army.  

Six days later (25 August) the Division had cut across the Seine River, and was streaking through Meaux, 

Soissons, Laon, Mons, Namur, and Liege.  

Liege fell 8 September and Eupen on 11 September.  

The Division breached the Siegfried Line with the capture of Rotgen, 12 September, and continued a slow 

advance against heavy resistance, to the vicinity of Langerwehe.  

When the Battle of the Bulge broke, the Division was shifted to Houffalize, Belgium, where it severed a 

vital highway leading to St. Vith, and in January participated in the reduction of the German salient west 

of Houffalize.  

After a brief rest, the Division returned to the front, crossed the Roer River into Duren, broke out of the 

Duren bridgehead, and drove on to capture Koln (Cologne), 6 March 45.  

The Division swept on to Paderborn; it was at a road junction near Paderborn that Major General Rose 

was killed while attempting to surrender to a German tank commander, 31 March 1945.  

The Division took Paderborn, assisted in mopping up the Ruhr pocket, crossed the Saale River, and after 

overcoming stiff resistance took Dessau, 21-23 April 1945. 

  

http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/infantry/division/1st_infantry_division.html
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Assignments in the ETO 

 20 November 1943: VII Corps, First Army.  

 8 February 1944: XIX Corps.  

 15 July 1944: VII Corps.  

 1 August 1944: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group.  

 19 December 1944: XVIII (Abn) Corps.  

 20 December 1944: Attached, with the entire First Army, to the British 21st Army Group.  

 23 December 1944: VII Corps.  

 18 January 1945: VII Corps, First Army, 12th Army Group.  

 1 May 1945: XIX Corps, Ninth Army, 12th Army Group. 

 

General 

Nickname: Spearhead Division. 

 

Shoulder patch: Same as 1st Armored, with number "3" in upper portion of triangle. 
 

Publication: Spearhead in the West; published by the 3rd Armored Division; Frankfurt am Main, Germany; 

11 October 1945; 260 pp. 

 

Source:  

http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/armored/division/3rd_armored_division.html 

 

 

  

http://www.lonesentry.com/usdivisions/history/armored/division/3rd_armored_division.html


Zane L Strickland Military Records 

94 

3rd Armored Division Detail 

"Spearhead" 

The mixture of insignia and distinctive colors of several arms incorporated in the Armored 

Force symbolize integrity and esprit. It is an interlocked ornament, found in Nordic 

monuments, composed of three torques: red for Artillery; blue for Infantry; and yellow for 

Cavalry. The symbols represent the characteristics of Armored Divisions: the tank track, 

mobility and armor protection; the cannon, fire power; and the red bolt of lightning, shock 

action. 

 

COMMAND AND STAFF 

Commanding General 

15 Sep 1943 Maj Gen Leroy H. Watson 

7 Aug 1944 Brig Gen Maurice Rose 

5 Sep 1944 Maj Gen Maurice Rose 

21 Mar 1945 Brig Gen Doyle O. Hickey 

 

Artillery Commander 

15 Sep 1943 Col Frederic G. Brown 

 

Chief of Staff 

15 Sep 1943 Col John A. Smith 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-1 (Personnel) 

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Jack A. Boulger 

1 Apr 1945 Maj George G. Otis 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-2 (Intelligence) 

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Andrew Barr 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-3 (Operations and Plans) 

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Howard M. Snyder 



Zane L Strickland Military Records 

   95 

28 Aug 1943 Lt Col Wesley A. Sweat 

1 Apr 1945 Maj James A Alexander 

25 Apr 1945 Lt Col Wesley A Sweat 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-4 (Logistics) 

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Eugene C Orth 

 

Assistant Chief of Staff G-5 (Civil Affairs) 

22 Feb 1944 Lt Col William E Dahl 

20 Apr 1945 Maj George F Cake 

 

Adjutant General 

15 Sep 1943 Lt Col Robert M Gant 

 

Combat Command A Commander 

15 Sep 1943 Brig Gen Doyle O Hickey 

31 Mar 1945 Col Leander L Doan 

 

Combat Command B Commander 

15 Sep 1943 Brig Gen John J Bohn 

15 Jul 1944 Col Truman Everett Boudinot 

4 Sep 1944 Brig Gen Truman Everett Boudinot 

 

Combat Command R Commander 

15 Sep 1943 Col Graeme G Parks 

19 Jul 1944 Col William W Cornog Jr 

15 Aug 1944 Col Louis P Leone 

6 Sep 1944 Col Carl J Rohsenberger 

24 Sep 1944 Col Robert L Howze Jr 
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STATISTICS 

Chronology 

Activated 15 Apr 41 

Arrived ETO 15 Sep 43 

Arrived Continent (D/18) 24 Jun 44 

Entered Combat: 

    First Element 29 Jun 44 

    Entire Division 9 Jul 44 

Days in Combat 231 

Casualties (Tentative) 

Killed 2,540 

Wounded 7,331 

Missing 95 

Captured 139 

    Battle Casualties 10,105 

    Non-Battle Casualties 6,017 

    Total Casualties 16,122 

Percent of T/O Strength 111.5 

 

Campaigns 

 Normandy 

 Northern France 

 Ardennes 

 Rhineland 

 Central Europe 

Individual Awards 

Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 17 

Legion of Merit 23 

Silver Star 885 

Soldiers Medal 32 

Bronze Star 3,884 

Air Medal 138 

Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) 3 

 

Prisoners of War (PsW / POW) Taken: 76,720 
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COMPOSITION 

ORGANIC UNITS 

Headquarters Company 

Service Company 

Combat Command A 

Combat Command B 

36th Armored Inf Regiment 

32d Armored Regiment 

33d Armored Regiment 

23d Armored Eng Bn 

83d Armored Rcn Bn 

143d Armored Sig Co 

3d Armored Division Artillery 

391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

67th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

54th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

3d Armored Division Trains 

3d Ordnance Maintenance Battalion 

Supply Battalion 

45th Armored Medical Battalion 

Military Police Platoon 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Antiaircraft Artillery 

486th AAA AW Bn (SP) 25 Jun 44-9 May 45 

413th AAA Gun Bn (Mbl) 7 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

Armored 

Co A 738th Tk Bn (Mine Explorer) 6 Dec 44-15 Jan 45 

1st & 3d Plats Co B 738th Tk Bn (Mine 

Explorer) 

12 Jan 45-17 Jan 45 

Cavalry 

113th Cav Gp 8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

4th Cav Gp 28 Feb 45-1 Mar 45 

4th Cav Gp 3 Mar 45-8 Mar 45 

Chemical 

Cos A & C 87th Cml Bn 24 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

Engineer 

294th Engr C Bn 25 Oct 44-9 Nov 44 

1st Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44 

298th Engr C Bn 9 Nov 44-10 Nov 44 

Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 11 Nov 44-1 Dec 44 

298th Engr C Bn 27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Co B 297th Engr C Bn 27 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Field Artillery 

967th FA Bn (155 How) 29 Jun 44-30 Jun 44 

58th Armd FA Bn 3 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

963d FA Bn (155 How) 7 Jul 44-9 Jul 44 

258th FA Bn (155 Gun) 8 Jul 44-10 Aug 44 

87th Armd FA Bn 9 Jul 44-28 Aug 44 

258th FA Bn (155 Gun) 10 Aug 44-14 Aug 44 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 12 Aug 44-20 Sep 44 

60th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44 
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58th Armd FA Bn 18 Aug 44-1 Oct 44 

84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 27 Oct 44-11 Nov 44 

83d Armd FA Bn 20 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

991st FA Bn (-2 btrys) (155 Gun) 21 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

188th FA Bn (155 How) 23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

75th Div Arty 24 Dec 44-7 Jan 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 2 Jan 45-11 Jan 45 

83d Armd FA Bn 2 Jan 45-9 May 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 12 Jan 45-20 Jan 45 

Btry A 991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 17 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 25 Feb 45-9 Mar 45 

183d FA Bn (155 How) 25 Feb 45-24 Apr 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 29 Mar 45-1 Apr 45 

138th FA Bn (155 How) 29 Mar 45-8 Apr 45 

991st FA Bn (155 Gun) 6 Apr 45-13 May 45 

Btry A 13th FA Obsn Bn 17 Apr 45-23 Apr 45 

Infantry 

1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 9 Jul 44-11 Jul 44 

2d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 10 Jul 44-11 Jul 44 

3d Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 13 Aug 44-15 Aug 44 

2d & 3d Bns 60th Inf (9th Div) 17 Aug 44-19 Aug 44 

1st Bn 26th Inf (1st Div) 6 Sep 44-23 Sep 44 

47th Inf (9th Div) 8 Sep 44-10 Sep 44 

47th CT (9th Div) 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 45 

    84th FA Bn (9th Div) (105 How) 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

    1 Plat Co B 15th Engr C Bn (9th Div) 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

    Co A 746th Tk Bn 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

    Co C 899th TD Bn (SP) 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

    Btry D 376th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 25 Oct 44-10 Nov 44 

2d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div) 24 Nov 44-26 Nov 44 

1st Bn 60th Inf (9th Div) 11 Dec 44-12 Dec 44 

1st Bn 517th Prcht Inf (Non-Div) 22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44 

509th Prcht Inf Bn (Non-Div) 23 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

290th CT (75th Div) 23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

    898th CT (75th Div) 23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

    1 plat Co B 275th Engr C Bn (75th Div) 23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

    Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 23 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

289th CT (75th Div) 24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

    897th FA Bn (75th Div) (105 How) 24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 
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    730th FA Bn (155 How) (75th Div) 24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

    Btry A 440th AAA AW Bn (Mbl) 24 Dec 44-29 Dec 44 

331st Inf (83d Div) 29 Dec 44-31 Dec 44 

330th Inf (83d Div) 1 Jan 45-7 Jan 45 

2d & 3d Bns 330th Inf (83d Div) 7 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

1st Bn 330th Inf (83d Div) 11 Jan 45-19 Jan 45 

335th Inf (84th Div) 18 Jan 45-21 Jan 45 

13th Inf (8th Div) 26 Feb 45-17 Mar 45 

395th CT (99th Div) 28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

    924th FA Bn (99th Div) (105 How) 28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

    Co C 629th Tk Bn 28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

    Co C 786th Tk Bn 28 Feb 45-2 Mar 45 

3d Bn 13th Inf (8th Div) 17 Mar 45-19 Mar 45 

414th Inf (104th Div) 23 Mar 45-12 Apr 45 

3d Bn 47th Inf (9th Div) 11 Apr 45-24 Apr 45 

1st Bn 18th Inf (1st Div) 11 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

2d Bn 414th Inf (104th Div) 12 Apr 445-22 Apr 45 

60th Inf (9th Div) 22 Apr 45-24 Apr 45 

Tank Destroyer 

803d TD Bn (SP) 25 Jun 44-2 Jul 44 

703d TD Bn (SP) 25 Jun 44-17 Dec 44 

643d TD Bn (SP) 22 Dec 44-26 Dec 44 

703d TD Bn (SP) 2 Jan 45- 9 May 45 

2d Plat Co B 635th TD Bn (T) 15 Jan 45-20 Jan 45 
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DETACHMENTS 

(Attached To) 

Armored 

CC B 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    33d Armd Regt 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    Co D 83d Armd Rcn Bn 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn 30th Div 8 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

CC A 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    32d Armd Regt 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

    Cos A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn 9th Div 9 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

CC B 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

    33d Armd Regt 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

    36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

    391st Armd FA Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

    Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 26 Jul 44-30 Jul 44 

CC B 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

    33d Armd Regt 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

    36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

    391st Armd FA Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

    Cos B & D 23d Armd Engr Bn 4th Div 30 Jul 44-4 Aug 44 

CC A 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

    32d Armd Regt 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

    3d GBn 36th Armd Inf 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

    54th Armd FA Bn 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

    67th Armd FA Bn 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

    Co A & C 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 30 Jul 44-12 Aug 44 

CC B 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

    33d Armd Regt 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

    36th Armd Inf (-3d Bn) 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

    391st Armd FA Bn 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

    B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 4 Aug 44-7 Aug 44 

CC B 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    33d Armd Regt 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 
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    36th Armd Inf 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    87th Armd FA Bn 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    391st Armd FA Bn 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    B & D Cos 23d Armd Engr Bn 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

    1 det Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn 30th Div 7 Aug 44-12 Aug 44 

Task Force King CC B 9th Div 5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

    1st Bn 33d Armd Regt 9th Div 5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

    Co F 36th Armd Inf 9th Div 5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

    3d Plat Rcn Co 33d Armd Regt 9th Div 5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

2d Plat Co B 23d Armd Engr Bn 9th Div 5 Sep 44-6 Sep 44 

Co E 33d Armd Regt 26th Inf 11 Oct 44-22 Oct 44 

Co H 32d Armd Regt 9th Div 13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44 

3d Bn 33d Armd Regt 26th Inf 15 Oct 44-22 Oct 44 

CC A V Corps 18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

    32d Armd Regt (-1st Plat) V Corps 18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

    3d Bn 36th Armd Inf V Corps 18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

    67th Armd FA Bn V Corps 18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

    Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn V Corps 18 Dec 44-21 Dec 44 

CC B 30th Div 19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

    33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn) 30th Div 19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

    2d Bn 36th Armd Inf 30th Div 19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

    Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn 30th Div 19 Dec 44-25 Dec 44 

CC B V Corps 19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

    33d Armd Regt (-3d Bn) V Corps 19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

    2d Bn 36th Armd Inf V Corps 19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

    Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn V Corps 19 Dec 44-20 Jan 45 

Task Force Doan 84th Div 23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

    Hq 32d Armd Regt 84th Div 23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

    2d Bn 32d Armd Regt 84th Div 23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

    3d Bn 36th Armd Inf (-1 co) 84th Div 23 Dec 44-22 Jan 45 

CC A 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    Co I 36th Armd Inf 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    67th Armd FA Bn 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    54th Armd FA Bn 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    83d Armd Rcn Bn 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

    Co A 23d aRmd Engr Bn 75th Div 29 Dec 44-30 Dec 44 

Task Force Richardson 84th Div 2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

    3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 84th Div 2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

    1 plat Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 84th Div 2 Jan 45-23 Jan 45 

CC R 1st Div 8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 
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    3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 1st Div 8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

    2d Bn 33d Armd Regt 1st Div 8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

    3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 1st Div 8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

    Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 8 Mar 45-17 Mar 45 

Co E 23d Armd Engr Bn 1106th Engr C Gp 17 Mar 45-25 Mar 45 

CC R 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

CC R (Contd) 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

    3d Bn 32d Armd Regt 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

    2d Bn 33d Armd Regt 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

    3d Bn 36th Armd Inf 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

    Co C 23d Armd Engr Bn 1st Div 20 Mar 45-22 Mar 45 

CC A 9th Div 24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

CC R 9th Div 24 Apr 45-25 Apr 45 

Engineer 

Co A 23d Armd Engr Bn 9th Div 1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44 

Co D 23d Armd Engr Bn 9th Div 11 Jul 44-16 Jul 44 

Field Artillery 

54th Armd FA Bn 9th Div 1 Jul 44-31 Jul 44 

Infantry 

1st Bn 36th Armd Inf 9th Div 13 Oct 44-17 Oct 44 

2d Bn 36th Armd Inf 1st Div 1 Dec 44-8 Dec 44 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS 

DATE CORPS 
ARMY ARMY GROUP 

Assigned Attached Assigned Attached 

20 Nov 43 VII First   ETOUSA   

8 Feb 44 XIX First       

15 Jul 44 VII First       

1 Aug 44 VII First   12th   

19 Dec 44 XVIII Abn First   12th   

20 Dec 44 XVIII Abn First   12th Br 21st 

23 Dec 44 VII First   12th Br 21st 

18 Jan 45 VII First   12th - 

1 May 45 XIX Ninth   12th   

(-) Indicated relieved from assignment 

 

COMMAND POSTS 

DATE TOWN REGION COUNTRY 

1943 

15 Sep Landed Liverpool Lancashire England 

17 Sep Bruton (Redlynch House) Somerset England 

1944 

25 Jun Les Oubeaux (¾ mi W; S of 

Isigny) 

Calvados France 

9 Jul La Fotelaie (½ mi W; vic 

Ariel) 

Manche France 

9 Jul St-Jean-de-Daye (¾ mi E) Manche France 

17 Jul Le Mesnil-Veneron Manche France 

29 Jul Carantilly (1 mi S) Manche France 

31 Jul Hambye (1 ½ mi N) Manche France 

4 Aug Cherencey le Heron Manche France 

9 Aug Chatillon-sur-Colmont (1 ½ mi 

S) 

Mayenne France 

13 Aug Pre-en-Pail Mayenne France 

15 Aug Ranes (3 mi S) Orne France 

17 Aug Ranes (3 mi N) Orne France 

22 Aug Favieres (1 ½ mi E) Eure-et-Loir France 

25 Aug Mennecy (1 ½ mi W) Seine-et-Oise France 

26 Aug Quincy-sous-Senart Seine-et-Oise France 
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27 Aug Magny-le-Hongre (1 mi SW) Seine-et-Oise France 

28 Aug Levignen (1 mi NE) Oise France 

29 Aug Soissons (Sermoise) Aisne France 

30 Aug Braye-en-Laonnois Aisne France 

31 Aug Montcornet (½ mi S) Aisne France 

1 Sep La Capelle Aisne France 

2 Sep Mons (5 mi S) Hainaut Belgium 

4 Sep Charleroi (Chatelineau) Hainaut Belgium 

5 Sep Namur Namur Belgium 

6 Sep Huy (2 mi W) Liege Belgium 

7 Sep Sur Cortil (near Tilff) Liege Belgium 

9 Sep Louviegne Liege Belgium 

10 Sep Verviers Liege Belgium 

11 Sep Eupen Liege Belgium 

13 Sep Raerem Liege Belgium 

15 Sep Dorff Rhineland Germany 

21 Sep Stolberg Rhineland Germany 

20 Dec Hotton Luxembourg Belgium 

21 Dec Erezee (½ mi SW) Luxembourg Belgium 

22 Dec Manhay Luxembourg Belgium 

23 Dec Noiseux Luxembourg Belgium 

24 Dec Barvaux Luxembourg Belgium 

31 Dec Chateau de Bouillon (vic 

Havelange) 

Liege Belgium 

1945 

2 Jan Werbomont Liege Belgium 

3 Jan La Fourche Liege Belgium 

6 Jan Bra Liege Belgium 

8 Jan Lierneux Liege Belgium 

14 Jan Hebronval Liege Belgium 

21 Jan Petite Somme Liege Belgium 

7 Feb Stolberg Rhineland Germany 

25 Feb Mariaweiler Rhineland Germany 

26 Feb Arnoldsweiler Rhineland Germany 

26 Feb Morschenich Rhineland Germany 

27 Feb Elsdorf (Sittarderhof) (2 ½ mi 

SE) 

Rhineland Germany 

3 Mar Niederaussem Rhineland Germany 

5 Mar Pulheim Rhineland Germany 

7 Mar Cologne Rhineland Germany 

17 Mar Hermulheim Rhineland Germany 
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22 Mar Honnef (Mauser Home) (1 ½ 

mi S) 

Rhineland Germany 

25 Mar Eudenbach Rhineland Germany 

25 Mar Griesenbach (Oberscheid) (½ 

mi S) 

Rhineland Germany 

26 Mar Maulsbach Rhineland Germany 

27 Mar Altenkirchen Rhineland Germany 

27 Mar Atzelgift Rhineland Germany 

28 Mar Schonbach Nassau Germany 

29 Mar Ober-Marsberg Westphalia Germany 

30 Mar Etteln (1 mi NE) Westphalia Germany 

31 Mar Etteln Westphalia Germany 

2 Apr Nordborchen Westphalia Germany 

6 Apr Brakel Westphalia Germany 

9 Apr Adelebsen Hannover Germany 

10 Apr Werningerode Magdeburg Germany 

12 Apr Sangerhausen Halle-Merseburg Germany 

13 Apr Freist Halle-Merseburg Germany 

14 Apr Lingenau Anhalt-Dessau Germany 

25 Apr Sangerhausen Halle-Merseburg Germany 

 

Source: http://www.history.army.mil/documents/eto-ob/3AD-ETO.htm 

  

http://www.history.army.mil/documents/eto-ob/3AD-ETO.htm
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36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
 

 

 

 

Deeds Not Words 
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Pages excerpted from the book “Spearhead In The West – 1941-1945 The Third Armored 

Division” – printed by Kunst und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945 
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Task Force Lovelady 
 

Task Force Lovelady was an operational combat unit of Combat Command B of the Third 

Armored Division.  

 

It was commanded by Lt. Colonel William B. “Bert” Lovelady.  

 

 
 

Its core was the tanks of 2nd Battalion (Reinforced) of the 33rd Armored Regiment but it 

also contained varying units from: 

 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 

 703rd Tank Destroyer Battalion  

 23rd Armored Engineer Battalion  

 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion  

 391st Armored Field Artillery Battalion  

 486th Anti-Aircraft Battalion  

 143rd Armored Signal Company 

 45th Armored Medical Battalion  

 

Source: book “Five Stars to Victory” 
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Medal, Ribbons & Citation Research 

 

I commissioned Brandon Wiegand for the research on medals and citations. Mr. Wiegand is the author 

of a series of indexes to WWII General Orders for medals and citations.  

 

Information I provided to the researcher:  

 

***************************** 

 

Seeking: 

1. Details of Bronze Star 

2. Determine if he won two Bronze Stars or if the 2nd Bronze Star medal the family has is a 

duplicate 

3. Full Military Record 

 

Basic Information:  

 Veteran's Full name, including middle name: Zane Lovidee Strickland. Note: On military 

records his name appears as Zine L Strickland. 
 Unit: 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, 3rd Armored Division, First Army (his name and 

address appears in the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory) 

 Group: Medical Detachment 

 Rank: T5 

 Date of birth: 12 July 1923 

 Place of birth: Enola Township, Faulkner County, Arkansas 

 Date of death: 19 January 1994 

 Army Service Number: 38 443 947 

 Social Security Account Number: 431-48-1661 

 Dates of service (date entered the service and date left the service):  
o Entered: 9 Jan 1943 
o Separation: 5 Feb 1946 

 Address at the time he entered the service: Vilonia, Arkansas 
 Address at the time he left the service: Conway, Arkansas 

 

 

Known Citations / Commendations:  

 Bronze Star  GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 

 Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit Citation GO 54 HQ 3rd Armored 

Division 1945 
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Ribbons:  

 Good Conduct 

 Bronze Star   GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 

 American Campaign 

 Europe-Africa-Middle East 1941-45 

 WWII Victory 

 

Buttons / Badges / Pins:  

 Army Combat Medical Badge 

 Army Medical Corps Branch Insignia 

 U.S. Army Insignia 

 Honorable Service / Discharge 

 

Anecdotal information related to family by Zane Lovidee Strickland (Note: subject to faded 

and distorted memories of family members):  

 Awarded a commendation for saving a wounded GI. The unit pushed across a river 

but could not hold the advance. Zane dragged a wounded GI up under a bridge and 

held off the enemy while keeping the GI alive overnight until they made it back the 

next day. 

 Was trapped in a basement with a high ranking officer and a few other men. The 

enemy was upstairs and all around. They later escaped. 

 His position was overrun and he was captured. He and a few other GIs made a break 

for it prior to being loaded onto trains eastbound into Germany. He was a POW for 

only a few days. 

 He started in the Army Air Corps as a gunnery instructor.  

 One night he and a group of his Army Air Corps instructor buddies decided to answer 

the call to volunteer for overseas duty. He thought he never would have gone overseas 

if he had not volunteered.  

 Was in a battle where the German soldiers were young kids. 

 He was assigned to guard some POWs when the word came down: “Take no 

prisoners.” He changed to being a medic after that incident.  
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Family lore:  

 He lied about his age to enlist. 

 He started in North Africa and fought in Sicily and Italy before going ashore in 

Normandy.   

[Note: This assertion conflicts with his discharge and the record of his known unit, the 

36th AIR and is only possible if he transferred into the 36th after Africa and the 

Mediterranean like the 3rd AD’s commanding General Rose.]  

 

 

War Booty / Memorabilia: 

The only known item is a .38 special Smith and Wesson revolver, reputed to be his 

service sidearm. 
 

***************************** 
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Emails with researcher regarding medals and citations: 

 

* * * * * * * 

 
From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]  

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 9:22 AM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: Hackney - Zane L Strickland - 36th Armored Infantry Regiment - discharge papers 

 

Finally found the time to pull the general order for you.  
  
The item labeled as a Meritorious Unit Citation is a faded Distinguished Unit Citation, which was later renamed 
the Presidential Unit Citation. 
  
His second Bronze Star Medal is likely what is commonly referred to as a CIB (in this case [combat medical 
badge] CMB) conversation. Any one who received the CIB, CMB or a citation for ground combat in WWII was 
entitled to a Bronze Star Medal according to a change to the regulation made by General Marshall as he was 
leaving office. These awards were not automatic but had to be applied for. 
  
I tried to copy GO#54, 1945, 3rd ARM DIV as well, but it isn't in my set of general orders.  
  
I could likely track down the general order that awarded him the CMB, but will not do so until I hear back from 
you that you want me to do so. 
  
In regards to the reference to the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment on his discharge. Strickland was a low point 
man and was transferred to one of the division, in this case the 2nd Armored Division, which was staying in 
Germany longer than his original division.  Thus the 3rd AD went home before the 2nd AD and thus men with 
high points were transferred into the 3rd AD and low point men transferred out just prior to the division's 
return. This is why you traditionally find Ike Jackets with two patches on them. The patch on the wearer's left 
side is their current unit of assignment and the one on the right is the one that they served with in combat. 

 
Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  

* * * * * * * 

  

http://ddaymilitaria.com/
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From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 09:33:50 -0500 

Brandon,  

 Would he qualify to wear the DUC/PUC even if he was not in service when it was awarded to his unit?  

 Doug 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ]  

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:26 PM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

 

Doug, 

  

The DUC/PUC is a permanent award to the individual when the individual was assigned to the unit during the 

period that the unit was cited. If Company A, 12th Infantry was cited for the DUC for June 6, 1944 and you 

served in Company A, 12th Infantry on June 6, 1944 you may continue to wear the DUC/PUC after you leave 

Company A. 

Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  

* * * * * * * 

 

  

http://ddaymilitaria.com/


Zane L Strickland Military Records 

116 

From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:31:10 -0500 

Brandon,  

 Thank you for the information.  

 Just to confirm, if he was issued a DUC/PUC then he must have been assigned to the unit during the period that 

the unit was cited for the DUC/PUC.  

 Is that correct?  

 Thanks, 

Doug 

* * * * * * * 

From: Brandon Wiegand [- redacted - ] 

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 1:40 PM 

To: Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

  

Doug, 

  

The answer to your exact question is no, I was issued a PUC and several MUC when I reported to my first tactical 

unit, as that is what the unit was entitled to. 

  

Strickland was present when his unit earned the PUC, as it appears on his discharge. The only unit citation on my 

discharge is a Superior Unit Citation that was awarded to my last command while I was in that command. 

  

v/r, 

Brandon T. Wiegand  

ddaymilitaria.com  

* * * * * * * 

  

http://ddaymilitaria.com/
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From: Douglas Hackney 

To: - redacted - ; Douglas Hackney 

Subject: RE: PUC question 

Date: Mon, 23 Jun 2014 13:45:11 -0500 

Brandon,  

 In that case, then we definitely need to get a copy of both of the following:  

 GO 54 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 – for the PUC 

 GO 64 HQ 3rd Armored Division 1945 – for the Bronze Star 

 That will be the only way we can learn what both of these were for.  

 Thanks, 

Doug 

 

**************************************************** 
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General Order for Zane Strickland Bronze Star:  
1945-05-18 3rd Armored Division General Order 64 
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General Order for Zane Strickland Combat Medical Badge: 
1945-05-28 36th Armored Infantry Regiment General Order 41 
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Relevant Distinguished Unit Badge/Citation - Presidential Unit Citation: 
Note: His record does not show he was in Europe or with the unit when this action took 

place. 

 

1945-04-30 3rd Armored Division General Order 54 
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********************************************* 

 

GENERAL ORDERS #54  
WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
12 July 1945 

 
III__BATTLE HONORS 
The 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding performance of duty in 

action against the enemy in Germany during the period 12 to 22 September 1944. The 1st Battalion, 

36th Armored Infantry Regiment, on 12 September 1944 was assigned the mission of supporting an 

armored task force in its drive to smash the defenses of the Siegfried Line. Antitank-obstacles retarded 

the progress of armor, and the battalion was committed to overrun strongly fortified defensive positions 

overlooking the obstacles.  

 
In 2 days of fierce fighting against a determined enemy the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry 

Regiment, succeeded in overpowering enemy defenses and penetrating the first fortified belt of the West 

Wall. Over difficult terrain overlooking the second fortified belt this fighting force then attacked to force 

a bridgehead through the second belt of dragon's teeth. Vigorous hostile action was counterbalanced by 

an insuperable urge to close with and destroy the enemy wherever found.  

 
Against tremendous odds the battalion succeeded in establishing a bridgehead and for 3 days repulsed 

vigorous enemy counterattacks launched against it in an effort to break the battalion's foothold north of 

the dragon's teeth on critical terrain. On 18 September 1944, after infantry elements on the left and right 

failed to advance, the 1st Battalion was given the vital mission of withdrawing from its salient and 

attacking the strongly fortified town of Munsterbusch. Its fighting spirit undimmed, the 1st Battalion 

withdrew under pressure and launched the assault. The enemy poured deadly fire into its ranks inflicting 

severe losses on the attackers. The enemy fought savagely which often resulted in hand-to-hand combat. 

Despite enormous losses incurred in this offensive the 1st Battalion allowed the enemy no respite. 

Defending the town stubbornly the enemy employed tank, mortar, artillery, and automatic weapons fire 

and fanatically held their positions until either killed or overpowered by unrelenting pressure.  

 
During the period 12 to 22 September 1944 the 1st Battalion demonstrated extraordinary heroism and 

exhibited gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in overcoming unusually difficult and hazardous 

conditions. 

 
The unconquerable spirit displayed by the 1st Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment in attack 

missions against important objectives made-possible more deadly blows against the enemy on German 

soil. 
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The Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding 

performance of duty in action in Germany during the period 17 to 21 September 1944. Throughout this 

bitter engagement, the Medical Section, 3d Battalion, 36ti Armored Infantry Regiment, labored 

unceasingly despite devastating hostile artillery, mortar, and small-arms fire, administering medical aid 

and evacuating casualties. Although several members of the section were painfully wounded, they 

denied themselves treatment or rest until their patients had been cared for. On one occasion, when an 

adjacent battalion was forced back leaving the aid station unprotected, the members of the section 

continued their, care for the wounded, realizing that to move the patients would have been, in many 

cases, fatal. Litter squads operated in the face. of intense fire between the aid station and advanced units, 

evacuating casualties. Aid men moved with foremost assault units, rendering immediate medical 

treatment to the wounded. 

 
The unflinching courage and superb devotion to duty displayed by the members of the Medical Section, 

3d Battalion, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, resulted directly in the saving of many lives, 

exemplifying the highest traditions of the military service. 
 

 
******************************************* 
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Capture and Escape 

Zane Strickland’s son, Rick Strickland, relates a story of Zane Strickland’s group being 

overrun and hiding in a cellar with a senior officer.  

 

The story says that they were captured by Germans but quickly escaped. 

**************************** 

 

Combat command B, after action report 1945-04:  

 

 

Task Force Lovelady combat trail poster:  
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45th Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04:  

 

 

 

********************************************* 

From the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109 

On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the infantry and armored aid stations, 

moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central position among our widely dispersed 

troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and terrifying hours of the war were about to 

begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the devastating hand of conflict. 

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we 

settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his 

headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the 

town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops, 

experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which 

buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came 

first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a 

small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep 

liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured 

arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas 

gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly 

injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who 

shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained 

throughout the ordeal. 

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in 

two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and 

served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of 

a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the 

barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand 
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grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the 

face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the 

holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no 

further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry 

company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge, 

hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small 

portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the 

basement until dawn. 

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling 

than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of 

the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another 

small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company," 

there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter. 

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding 

an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information 

was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that 

office again. 

Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with 

apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their 

defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which 

was sure to come. 

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a 

route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with 

considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started 

back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver. 

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the 

western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think 

that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the 

strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90 

millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender. 

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically 

unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners 

under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early 

dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German 

chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too, 

was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper 

than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over. 
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In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and 

decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded 

them. 

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to 

consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing 

directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in. 

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the 

German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured. 

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction, 

a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery. 

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a 

safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established. 

 

* * * *  

Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory” pages 106-109  

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd. 

Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945 

Roberts, A. Eaton 

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949 
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Liberation of Nordhausen / Mittelbau-Dora Camps 
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Source: book “Spearheading In The West” pages 147 - 150 
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******************************************** 

 

Mittelbau-Dora in the National Socialist Concentration Camp System 

Mittelbau-Dora is a prototypical example of forced labour by concentration camp inmates, 

and thus of a new camp type within the National Socialist concentration camp system – a 

type not represented by other concentration camp memorials. Between 1943 and 1945, some 

60,000 persons from nearly all the countries of Europe, above all the Soviet Union, Poland 

and France, were deported to the Harz Mountains as concentration camp inmates to perform 

forced labour for the German armament industry. One in three of them died. 

“Dora” was founded in the summer of 1943 as a subcamp of Buchenwald concentration 

camp when the rocket production activities carried out at Peenemünde were relocated to 

tunnel facilities near Nordhausen to protect them from air attacks. Other armament projects 

soon followed: in 1944/45, tens of thousands of concentration camp inmates were deployed 

for forced labour in the construction of underground aircraft factories and fuel plants. To 

accommodate them, the SS established new subcamps which in the autumn of 1944 were 

consolidated with the Dora camp to form the independent Mittelbau concentration camp. 

The Mittelbau network consisted of nearly forty camps located throughout the Harz 

Mountains. 

 

Source: https://www.buchenwald.de/en/29/ 

 

******************************************** 
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Dora - Mittelbau/Nordhausen 

Concentration Camp 
 
 
Dora – Mittelbau also known Dora-Nordhausen was a concentration camp in the Harz Mountains, three miles 
from Nordhausen, Saxony, in Germany. 
  

The Dora-Mittelbau camp was first mentioned on 27 August 1943 
as an external unit of the Buchenwald concentration camp. On 28 
October 1944 it became a major concentration camp in its own 
right, with twenty-three branches, most of them in the vicinity, inside 
a restricted military area. 
  
Following Hitler's August 22 1943 order for SS-Reichsführer 
Heinrich Himmler to use concentration camp workers for A-4 
production, 107 inmates arrived at Nordhausen from Buchenwald 
on August 28, 1943, followed by 1,223 on September 2. Workers 
from Peenemünde departed on October 13, 1943. 
  
Originally called Block 17/3 Buchenwald, the SS administration 
ordered Dora to be politically separated from Buchenwald at the 

end of September 1944 and to become the center of Konzentrationslager Mittelbau (Concentration Camp Central 
Construction). In effect, the camp became operational on November 1, 1944 with 32,471 Mittelbau prisoners of 
many nationalities. 
  
The SS used the Boelcke Kaserne, a former barracks in 
Nordhausen city, as a dumping ground for hopeless prisoner 
cases. Thousands of prisoners were transferred to Dora-Mittelbau, 
mostly from Buchenwald and they were put to work excavating 
underground tunnels that were to serve as the site of a huge plant 
for the manufacture of V-2 missiles and other arms. 
  
The original plan of excavation and tunnelling provided for two long 
tunnels that would parallel through the mountain from north to 
south and be connected by forty-six smaller tunnels. By 1943 the 
government research firm WIFO had completed Tunnel B and had 
partially finished the Tunnel A opening on the northern side of the 
hill. 
  
The project yielded an excellent site for underground rocket production in the two main tunnels – each 1,800 
meters long and 12 and a half meters wide – and twenty-three connecting tunnels. The Germans used the main 
tunnels for rocket testing. Railroad tracks ran the length of the tunnel, with sufficient space remaining at the side 
for huge pieces of machinery. The Junkers company used the small northern section to manufacture airplane 
engines. 
  
Until the plant was put into operation, in the late spring of 1944, the ten thousand prisoners working on the site 
had no living quarters and were housed inside the tunnels, under unbearable conditions, deprived of daylight and 
fresh air for weeks at a time. They had to work at a murderous pace, in twelve-hour shifts, in very unsanitary 
conditions and lack of security precautions led to a mortality rate much higher than that in any other concentration 
camp in Germany. 
  

 

The Lutherplatz in the town of Nordhausen 

 

Entrance to the tunnels at Nordhausen 

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Nordhausen-Lutherplatz.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Entrance%20to%20Nordhausen.jpg
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Only after production began was a camp of wooden barracks 
constructed in Dora – Mittelbau, to which the prisoners were transferred 
in the summer of 1944. That autumn, when maximum production was 
attained in the camp, Dora-Mittelbau had a permanent prison population 
in the main camp of over twelve thousand, with another twenty thousand 
in the satellite camps. 
  
When construction was completed and the plant went into operation, 
thousands of Jewish prisoners from various countries were brought 
to Dora-Mittelbau. They were treated with great brutality and were 
assigned the most physically exacting jobs, their mortality rate was 
higher than that of any other group of prisoners. 
  
Jewish prisoners who were exhausted 
and could not keep pace with the work 

were sent to Auschwitz and Mauthausen, in special transports, to be killed there. 
  
The first group of prisoners sent to Dora-Mittelbau from Buchenwald included 
several individuals who had been active in the underground organisation in that 
camp. Together with other groups of prisoners of various nationalities, they formed 
an underground while Dora- Mittelbau was still under construction, in order to 
sabotage the work and slow it down. 
  
When production began in 1944, the sabotage operations were intensified, 
seriously damaging the manufacturing process and upsetting the timetable for the 
delivery of the weapons desperately needed by the Nazis, as the tide of war 
turned against them. 
  
Although most of the prisoners were men, a few women were held in the Dora 
Mittelbau camp and in the Groß Werther subcamp. Only one woman guard is now 
known to have served in Dora, Lagerführerin Erna Petermann. Regardless of 
gender, all prisoners were treated with extreme cruelty, which caused illness, 
injuries and deaths. 
  

Examples of the cruelty routinely inflicted on prisoners include: severe 
beatings that could permanently disable and/or disfigure the victims, 
deliberate and life-threatening starvation, physical and mental torture as 
well as summary execution under the smallest pretext. 
  
Large numbers of prisoners were jailed on charges of sabotage; many 
were killed during their interrogations or were subsequently executed. 
More than two hundred prisoners, including several of the underground 
leaders were hanged in public. 
  
On 1 April 1945 the Nazis began the evacuation of the camp, within 
several days most of the prisoners had been taken out, with the majority 
transferred to Bergen-Belsen. 
  

  

 

Tunnel - A One of the two parallel 
tunnels 

 

Section of V2 rocket being 
constructed at Dora-

Mittelbau 

 

Dead & dying prisoners found at 
Nordhausen 

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Tunnel%20A%20One%20of%20the%20two%20parallel%20tunnels%20-%20note%20the%20railway%20track%20is%20duel%20gauge%20-%20standard%20gauge%20outer%20with%20narrow%20gauge%20in%20the%20middle..jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Tunnel%20A%20One%20of%20the%20two%20parallel%20tunnels%20-%20note%20the%20railway%20track%20is%20duel%20gauge%20-%20standard%20gauge%20outer%20with%20narrow%20gauge%20in%20the%20middle..jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Section%20of%20V2%20rocket%20being%20constructed%20at%20Dora-Mittlebau.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Section%20of%20V2%20rocket%20being%20constructed%20at%20Dora-Mittlebau.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Section%20of%20V2%20rocket%20being%20constructed%20at%20Dora-Mittlebau.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/dead%20&%20dying%20prisoners%20found%20at%20Nordhausen%20at%20liberation.JPG
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/dead%20&%20dying%20prisoners%20found%20at%20Nordhausen%20at%20liberation.JPG
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Thousands were murdered en-route, at one point near the village of 
Gardelegen, several thousand prisoners – mostly Jews – were crowded 
into a barn that was set on fire, burning them all to death. 
  
Others succumbed to disease after they reached Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp on the very eve of liberation. On 25 March 
1945 Dora-Mittelbau and its satellites contained 34,500 prisoners. 
  
The camp was liberated on 9 April 1945 by the American forces, who 
found only a handful of prisoners there. Between 7 August and 31 
December 1947, an American Military Tribunal, which was independent 
of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremburg, tried nineteen former 
staff members of the Dora- Mittelbau, fifteen were found guilty. 
  
  

The commandants of Dora – Mittelbau were SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Otto 
Foerschmer, and SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Richard Baer, who was also 
commandant at Auschwitz. Other notable camp personnel were Karl Fritzsch 
who also served at Auschwitz and Flossenburg, Karl Hoecker, who was at 
Majdanek and Auschwitz, Franz Hossler, who served at Auschwitz, Dachau 
and Bergen-Belsen, Dr Karl Kahr, who also served Dachau and 
Buchenwald, Alois Kurz, who also served at Majdanek and Auschwitz, Max 
Sell who served at Ravensbruck and Auschwitz, Dr Eduard Wirths, who was 
in charge of all physicians at Auschwitz.  
  
The protective-custody camp leader, SS-Obersturmfuhrer Hans Karl Moeser, 
was sentenced to death by hanging. In his trial statement said: 
  
“The same way, with the same pleasure, as you shoot deer, I shoot a human 
being. When I came to the SS and had to shoot the first three persons, my 
food didn’t taste good for three days, but today it is a pleasure. It is a joy for 

me.” 
  
  
The other defendants received sentences that ranged from five years to life imprisonment. 
  
  

  

Source: http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/dora.html  

 

 

  

 

Bodies laid out for mass burial at Dora-
Mittelbau 

 

Sixteen of the nineteen defendants 
on trial for war crimes at Dora-

Mittelbau 

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/dora.html
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/The%20corpses%20of%20prisoners%20laid%20out%20for%20mass%20burial%20in%20the%20Nordhausen%20concentration%20camp.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/The%20corpses%20of%20prisoners%20laid%20out%20for%20mass%20burial%20in%20the%20Nordhausen%20concentration%20camp.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Sixteen%20of%20the%20nineteen%20defendants%20on%20trial%20for%20war%20crimes%20committed%20during%20the%20war%20at%20Dora-Mittelbau.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Sixteen%20of%20the%20nineteen%20defendants%20on%20trial%20for%20war%20crimes%20committed%20during%20the%20war%20at%20Dora-Mittelbau.jpg
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/othercamps/images/Sixteen%20of%20the%20nineteen%20defendants%20on%20trial%20for%20war%20crimes%20committed%20during%20the%20war%20at%20Dora-Mittelbau.jpg
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***************************************************************** 

 

By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the 

site of a notorious concentration camp. 

 

The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its 

gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been 

burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and 

tolerated these dens of mass murder. 

 

Source: book “Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady” 

 

***************************************************************** 
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Zane L Strickland Military Records 

   139 

 

 

Source: “Dora – Nordhausen War Crimes Trial” book 
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Zane Strickland’s unit was in Nordhausen at time of the newsreel filming: 

 

 

Source: 45th Armored Medical Battalion after action report 1945-04 
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Still frame of Zane Strickland from newsreel – National Archives reel 111 ADC 3961: 
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The “MGP” on his helmet is for “Military Government Police,” in his case a provisional 

assignment. This would appear on his orders as: "Provisional Military Government Police 

Force Detachment" 

This matches the history as told by his son, Rick Strickland, that he was first assigned to 

guard duty before switching to the medics. 

 

Source:  

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:1hDopfN5yvoJ:wwiidropzone.com/

product/mgp-marked-fixed-bail/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:1hDopfN5yvoJ:wwiidropzone.com/product/mgp-marked-fixed-bail/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:1hDopfN5yvoJ:wwiidropzone.com/product/mgp-marked-fixed-bail/+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
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This still is taken from:  
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National Archives meta data card for newsreel 111 ADC 3961 
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Service Dates & ASR audit 

 

Dates of service: 

induction 2-Jan-43 Little Rock, AR

active service 9-Jan-43

departure 9-Mar-45

arrival 21-Mar-45

departure 19-Jan-46

arrival 29-Jan-46

discharge 5-Feb-46

length of service years months days

continental 2 2 6

foreign 0 10 21

Advanced Service Rating (ASR)  Score

2-Sep-45 48

EDate 1/2/1943

LDate 9/2/1945

1/9/1943 to 1/9/1945 24

1/9/1945 to 9/2/1945 8

32

Calculated ASR discharge

service months @ 9/1945 32

overseas months @ 9/1945 6

medals 5

campaigns 5

children 0

48

ASR Scoring:

1. Month in service = 1 pt

2. Month in service overseas = 1 pt

3. Combat award (including medal and battle stars) = 5 pts

note that campaign stars worn on theater ribbons = 5 pts

4. Dependent child under 18 = 12 pts

Sources:

Dates: Army discharge

ASR Scoring: http://www.custermen.com/AtTheFront/Points.htm
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Zane Strickland Army Discharge 
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Zane Strickland Birth Certificate 

Note the “Name changed by affidavit 8/28/51” notation on the birth certificate:  
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His given name at birth was Lovidee Zane Strickland but he went by Zane Lovidee 

Strickland all of his adult life and legally changed it to that after the war.  
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WWII Photos From Strickland Family Archives:  

 
 

Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Presumed to be the journey to Europe 9 March – 21 March 1945 as the journey back to the 

U.S. after the war was in January and it is unlikely the men would be topside during that 

time of year.  
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Zane Strickland in the middle, seated 
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

Note the 3rd Armored Division insignia on the helmet: 
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Date unknown  

Location unknown 

 

Notes:  

 

 The graphic on the sign, which is difficult to make out, refers to the 3rd Armored 

Division's (3rd AD) nickname of the "Spearhead."  

 

 The "OZARK" refers to the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment, (36th AIR) which was 

part of the 3rd AD.  

 

 "Ozark" was the radio call sign of the 36th AIR. All except two call signs in the 3rd 

AD began with the letter O. 

 

 "Blue" refers to a segment of the 36th AIR. I do not know the level of segmentation 

but my best guess is battalion. I found other 36th AIR photos with "Ozark Red" so I 

am deducing that the battalion components of the 36th AIR used color designations.  

 

 "Litter Squads" refers to the men who carried the wounded back from the front lines 

to the medical stations.  
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Date unknown  

Location unknown 

 

The 3rd Armored Division was assigned to occupy Frankfurt, Germany after the war, so this 

location may have been there.  

 

Ironically, Douglas Hackney’s mother-in-law, Antje Hofmann Stant, lived in Frankfurt at 

this time as a young girl. She has fond memories of the U.S. soldiers who occupied the city. 

It is possible that their two paths crossed during this period.  
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

 

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a 

shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S.  

 

 

A second major responsibility of [Southern Defense Command ] was the training of soldiers 

prior to their deployment overseas. 

 

[Southern Defense Command ] headquarters was co-located with the existing Third Army 

headquarters at Fort Sam Houston [in San Antonio, Texas].  

SDC's operational region covered the states of New MexicoTexas, Oklahoma, 

Arkansas,Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and the western half of the Florida 

Panhandle. 

Source: Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Defense_Command  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Defense_Command
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Date unknown 

Location unknown 

 

Notes: The left shoulder patch is from the Southern Defense Command so this is probably a 

shot of his buddies while he was stationed in the U.S.  

 

I have been unable to identify the location or the right shoulder patch.  
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Date: 5 July 1945 

Location: Probably in or around Frankfurt, Germany  

He was a week shy of his 22nd birthday in this photo. 
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The 3rd Armored Division patch in this photo was the key to unlocking all of this 

information. A friend identified the unit by that patch. That led to identifying the 36th 

Armored Infantry Division and its personnel directory.  
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Zane Strickland Medals, Pins and Ribbons 

 
 

Notes:  

 We believe the Merchant Marine Honorable service pin is from his father, Isaac Edgar 

“Jack” Strickland, who served in the Merchant Marines during the war.  

 

 Since making this image several years ago we have determined that the Meritorious 

Unit Citation is a faded copy of the Distinguished Unit Citation / Presidential Unit 

Citation. 
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Narratives and Unit Histories  

The following are from the period when Zane Strickland was with these units.  

 

************************************************ 

 

Excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory”  
25 March 1945 to 24 April 1945 

 

Here was the storied Rhine, its splendor enhanced by a beautiful backdrop of majestic mountains 

sprinkled with ancient castles. No wonder this fabled land had been the inspiration of poets and 

musicians through the centuries! These sights puzzled us in Germany, for we could never understand 

how such a scenic, fertile country could yield such a ferocious population of war-makers. 

 

Winding around steep trails we drove inland for several miles, bivouacking in fields torn intermittently 

by enemy artillery. By nightfall we had learned that our final objective was Altenkirchen, and that we 

would attack on the 25th of March. 

 

When we sprung into action at 0430 in the morning, we found that friendly troops had not yet reached 

our supposed line of departure. Passing through them anyway, we were held up temporarily by mines. 

Reaching the starting point, "D" company, in the lead, lost two tanks almost immediately to mines. This 

was a day of heavy slugging, each man giving his utmost to put a dent in the opponent's lines. By 8 

o'clock in the evening, we had punctured the inner ring of defense a distance of six miles, a gain greater 

than had been made in the First Army's sector during the past week. "D" company had lost three tanks, 

little enough for destroying two enemy tanks, four anti-tank and three self-propelled guns, seven trucks, 

three artillery pieces with their prime-movers, and two flak guns, besides capturing ninety-five 

prisoners! Task Force Lovelady was on the loose again, playing the game it knew so well, with all the 

brilliance of a perfectly coordinated team! 

 

Leaving Fiersbach the following morning, we were due for a trying day. A frontal attack was impossible 

because so many anti-tank weapons were hidden in a broad wooded semi-circle that they could pick us 

off like ducks in a shooting gallery. Flanking movements were equally difficult because of rugged 

terrain features which precluded maneuvering. The provoking slowness of an infantry attack would be 

the only way to break the gauntlet of fire which presented an unsurpassable barrier to tanks. 

 

There was no alternative and we were forced to remain in approximately the same position all day while 

the infantry systematically destroyed strongpoint after strongpoint. Close artillery support accounted for 

two self-propelled guns which had played havoc with "E" company. P-47's flew over and bombed an 
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enemy tank to Kingdom Come, then strafed several suspected positions. Towards the end of the day, "E" 

company knocked out another self-propelled gun, and we were finally on the way. 

 

The column moved most of the night in a drizzling rain to reach its objective near Altenkirchen a few 

hours before dawn. We had accepted heavy losses that day in the interest of achieving a definite 

breakthrough. "E" company had lost five tanks, "D" company one. Four of Captain Aldinger's supply 

trucks had been knocked out, one after another, and one medical half-track was hit by an anti-tank gun. 

 

Task Force Richardson had already entered Altenkirchen from the right flank, and much of Combat 

Command "A" had broken out of their sector of lighter resistance to dash headlong towards Hitler's 

inner sanctum. 

 

The anticipated breakthrough had been accomplished within two days of committing the 3rd Armored 

Division! All the pent-up might on the Remagen Bridgehead was ready to pour through the gaping 

German lines to exploit the successes of our division! 

 

It was clear that we were destined to tailor another pocket, this time sewing shut Germany's greatest 

industrial region, the Ruhr Valley. The Ninth Army had bridged the Rhine further north and were 

driving hard to the east. Now, we must meet them. 

 

After following the route of Combat Command "A" on the 27th of March, we were ready to lead an 

attack on Marburg the next morning. 

 

Leaving Herborn to cross the Dill River, we reached our line of departure before nine o'clock in the 

morning. With the exhilarating smell of both impending victory and spring in the air, morale was never 

higher. Soft sunshine brought to life the early morning dew, making cloudlets of steam-like fog rise 

from the warming earth. Colonel Lovelady drove to the head of his column in his peep, waving over his 

shoulder for the tankers to "Step on it." As their pace reached 20 or 25 miles per hour, he would drop 

back to a more nearly normal place in the line, sometimes stopping by a crossroad to admire his heavy 

team as they passed in battle review. When their pace would tend to slacken, he would again speed 

recklessly ahead and encourage them to drive on. Overhead, hundreds of silver-winged American 

bombers droned their way in perfect echelon, towards the ever diminishing target areas in Central 

Germany. The thrill of watching these symbols of America's overwhelming power in the air and on the 

ground, and being a part of it, spurred the tankers on to even greater endeavor, and they now "barreled" 

along the highways at top speed. 

 

The column would not even slow down for pockets of small arms resistance and the tanks knocked out 

seven enemy trucks, practically without stopping. A great fuel supply dump was captured, its location 

reported, then left behind without taking time to examine its contents. Town after town fell so quickly 

that the people didn't have time to put out the white flags, and could only crouch in their doorways, 

staring in awe at the unexpected advance. French, Belgian, English, Polish and Russian prisoners of war 

lined the roads by the thousands, waving and shouting "Viva l'Amerique!" in all its variations. At one 

point we looked into a valley on our left and watched a German supply column moving in the opposite 

direction, obviously unaware that we were anything but their own forces. Not wishing to waste time 

playing with them, as long as they were hopelessly lost anyway, we continued straight towards our 

objective. 
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In an hour and a half we had travelled more than 20 miles and were on the southern edge of Marburg, 

one of Germany's cultural centers, a city of some 25,000 population. Its several hospitals and lack of 

industrial development had scared it from the fate of destruction by Allied bombers that we had seen in 

Cologne, Bonn and Altenkirchen. Its great 13th Century Cathedral, and University, founded in 1527, 

escaped completely the ravages of this most terrible of wars. Here, "D" company was halted by a log 

and earthen road block, covered with infantry forces armed with small weapons, grenades and 

panzerfausts, and well zeroed-in by mortars. Without waiting for this to be cleared, "E" company swung 

sharply left, encircled the city, and came in to it from the west at 1030 hours. Thus, complete and 

overwhelming surprise was attained as we hurriedly and with the method of long experience took over 

the prize and sealed its exits before the consternation of the inhabitants began to wane. 

 

In the meantime, engineers had forced the road block and the rest of the task force joined in the 

securement of the objective. 

 

Entire garrisons of troops with a high percentage of officers were captured. Formal surrenders were 

accepted all through the day. The final count was 2000 prisoners, not counting the 6000 wounded in the 

seven hospitals. 

 

A brief review of the hospitals revealed a number of Americans had been captured between the Roer and 

the Rhine. They were collected and started back on the route of evacuation after telling us some of the 

stories of their experiences. They had received as good treatment as was possible for the dwindling 

medical facilities of the disintegrating German state to render. Food was scarce, but they were as well 

nourished as the German wounded. "K" rations actually looked good to them, and they could not have 

devoured them with more zest, had they been turkey. 

The civilian Nazis had thrived during the Hitler regime in this ancient and wealthy university center. 

More arrogant than most we had met, it was necessary to convince them that we meant business and that 

their homes were ours for billets and command posts. 

 

Well-stocked Nazi warehouses were quickly ransacked until everyone had new flags with great black 

swastika's, arm bands and other souvenirs. 

 

Fine liqueurs and an abundance of Schnapps were collected, consumed in moderation, the rest being 

loaded into our vehicles for future reference. 

 

Marburg was the biggest prize yet seized east of the Rhine. Task Force Lovelady reveled in its spoils of 

war and prepared for another exciting day. 

 

At five o'clock in the morning on March 29th. Captain John Haldeman, who had led us unerringly 

through much of France, Belgium and into Germany, took his Reconnaissance Company out of Marburg 

to find the best route leading north. At the first town, Colbe, they hit a hornet's nest of small arms, 

panzerfausts and mortars. They were trapped with nothing but thin-skinned vehicles. Captain Haldeman 

was wounded in the neck and they called for help. A platoon from "B" company went to their rescue, the 

scrap developing into a full-fledged fire-fight in which our small force came out second best, several of 

our light tankers and Reconnaissance soldiers and officers being wounded or killed. 



Zane L Strickland Military Records 

164 

 

Meanwhile, the rest of our task force took a parallel route west of them, driving with all speed in the 

direction of Paderborn. Resistance stiffened during the day, "D" company encountering intense bazooka 

fire in Munchausen, and losing one tank. Rather than consume precious time opposing it, we flanked the 

town and continued northward, knocking out five trucks, capturing two large railroad guns and 170 

prisoners. By dusk, we had travelled 48 miles! 

 

Factories and farms poured forth their slave laborers, who greeted us joyously, exuberant on their day of 

liberation. A constant stream of these happy folk lined the road as they immediately started towards 

home; French and Belgians walking in the opposite direction from us, on one side of the road; Russians, 

Poles, Slavs, following us, on the other side, all trekking hopefully toward their respective homelands. 

 

We continued our relentless drive on Paderborn on the 30th of March, through ever-increasing 

opposition. The enemy had bolstered its collapsing defenses with picked groups of S.S. soldiers, armed 

mainly with panzerfausts. 

 

"B" company was leading when they were trapped at a road block in Wrexen. Almost simultaneously, 

three tanks were knocked out by the deadly panzerfausts, their operators thoroughly concealed in 

roadside dug-outs. As the tankers bailed out, they were mercilessly mowed down in a withering curtain 

of machine gun fire. Thus, three tankers were killed and several wounded, along with much of the 

infantry who had been riding with them. "E" company pulled its heavier weapons up to relieve the 

desperately beset light tankers. Their plight was temporarily eased and by dusk we were through the 

town, trying to blaze our way to the final objective. Due to the steep cliffs, completely fortified on the 

left side of the road, "E" company was stymied until the infantry ferreted out the tenacious defenders. 

 

By the time that task was accomplished, night had closed in on us and it was decided to try to run the 

gauntlet under the cloak of darkness. Hardly had we started out than the resounding "BOOM!" of many 

panzerfausts crystallized in the chill air, sending great flashes of fire far into the night. "E" company lost 

two tanks, and one was captured before we could withdraw. 

 

Returning to Wrexen for the night, we received the tragic word of Major General Rose's death. He had 

been in Task Force Welborn's column on our left flank, when they were treacherously ambushed by a 

strong force of enemy tanks. With no alternative but surrender, he started to hand his pistol to his 

captors, when they shot him to death with a Schmeisser machine gun. Because of the importance of the 

attack which he was leading, and in honor of his personal courage, both VII Corps and First Army has 

since referred to the operation which virtually isolated the entire Ruhr industrial area, as the "Rose 

Pocket." 

 

On March 31st, Task Force Lovelady resumed its attack, "D" company in the lead. Their first act was to 

knock out the Sherman which had fallen into enemy hands the night before. Then, just as the high 

ground was being cleared by the infantry with two tanks from "E" company, our combat command 

headquarters ordered us to withdraw into Wrexen and take another route to our objective. 

 

This we did, losing another tank to that obnoxious little weapon, the panzerfaust, and fighting deep into 

the night. 
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Changing our route again, we jumped off at six o'clock in the morning, determined to reach our 

objective that day. At 1200 hours, Task Force Lovelady and Task Force Welborn entered the recently 

fire-bombed city of Paderborn against nothing but small arms resistance. By the time this devastated city 

was firmly secured, we had collected 160 prisoners. 

 

Here the death of Major General Rose was partially avenged. A Nazi General Major by the name of 

Lippert was quite confidently and completely, without knowledge of our advancing tentacles, working 

in his garden. When the news of our impending approach finally dawned upon him, he rushed into his 

house, donned his dress uniform and tried to escape by running into the woods at the edge of the city. 

Refusing to halt at the repeated demands of our infantry, he was mortally wounded by a few well-placed 

bursts from a Tommy-gun. 

 

Our task force was proud to have been a part of the 3rd Armored Division and to have assumed a vital 

part in closing the great Ruhr trap which was to yield 350,000 enemy troops who were now completely 

cut off from supplies and reinforcements. 

 

Task Force Lovelady had helped sew up the Rose Pocket with stitches of steel. Other units were 

designated to destroy its contents while we resumed the First Army's eastward thrust. 

 

"B" company had seized and secured Dahl, a suburb of Paderborn, capturing 15 prisoners against little 

opposition. 

 

By April 4th, though we only had 16 Sherman and 4 light tanks left, we were sufficiently refreshed to 

begin another long drive, this time to the Weser River and beyond. 

 

Leaving Ebberinghausen early in the morning, we spent most of the day fighting terrain and clearing 

woods, eventually arriving on an objective already secured by the Ninth Armored Division, who had 

fought along our right flank. 

 

Seeking to avoid opposition in order to expedite a rapid push to the river, we drove through the night 

until one o'clock in the morning, when we were halted by impassable roads. A reconnaissance patrol 

spent the rest of the night looking for a better route, ran into an enemy road block at which two of our 

soldiers gave their lives and one officer was seriously wounded. 

 

Marked opposition from roving self-propelled guns and tanks weakened us to 15 Sherman and 9 light 

tanks, holding us up most of the day. 

 

On April 7th, we turned north from Trendelburg to capture Helmarshausen on the Weser River, after 

destroying an enemy tank, 3 trucks and capturing 45 prisoners. The next day was spent securing the 

river banks and getting ready for the plunge to the other side. 

 

On April 9th we were on the east bank of the Weser, rolling insistently eastward. By dusk we had 

reached Lenglern, two miles northwest of the ancient city of Gottingen, having destroyed one enemy 

tank, one self-propelled gun and capturing another 20 prisoners. 

 

Now we were moving swiftly as town after town fell before they had time to complete their log and 
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earthen road blocks. A town defended by small numbers of enemy bazooka-men and snipers was reason 

enough to draw our tanks up to a fighting front to practically destroy the village by tank, mortar and 

artillery fire, and sometimes by strafing planes. 

 

"Axis Sally," the German female commentator who broadcast the news, highly flavored with 

propaganda, in English, had always given the 3rd Armored Division considerable infamous publicity. It 

was about this time that she professed the enemy's dislike for us, just as we had hated them so ruthlessly 

for many months. Speaking of the merciless onslaughts by. some American units, she reminded us that 

few German troops would take prisoners from the 1st and 9th Infantry Division, or the 3rd Armored. 

This bit of advertisement served only to make us more immaculate in our devastation of German 

property and lives, though we would not stoop to refuse the surrender of those who wished to give up 

legitimately. 

 

By noon of the 11th of April, another large city fell to Task Force Lovelady. This was Nordhausen, the 

site of a notorious concentration camp. 

 

The horrors of Nordhausen have been dwelt upon so extensively by others that we shall not describe its 

gruesome scenes here. Having seen it, we need no words to remind us. Its gross inhumanity has been 

burned deep into our minds. We shall not forget the brutish sadism of the people who perpetrated and 

tolerated these dens of mass murder. 

 

Hardly had Nordhausen been cleared than "E" company attacked southeast to secure Sundhausen in 

order to facilitate the speed of our eastward attack. 

 

On April 12th, we roared out of Nordhausen for a blitz attack on Allstedt, another thirty miles along the 

road to Berlin. Racing through town after town, burgermeisters were informed that if a single shot was 

fired at an American soldier, we would burn that village to the ground. This was the kind of talk Nazis 

understood and we progressed rapidly, capturing 60 prisoners by dusk. Unknowingly, we had taken 

many towns which we were to come back to as their first occupation troops after the war. Haringen, 

Kelbra, Tilleda fell in rapid succession. 

 

Just east of Tilleda, we encountered the tiny "Beetle" tanks, grotesque failures in the Nazis' book of 

weird weapons. These were little more than a yard long, less than two feet high, and about twenty inches 

wide. They were shaped like a tank and carried tracks. They were propelled by a battery-operated 

electrical mechanism and were guided by a reel of wire which unwound from the operator as the tank 

moved forward. The body of this lilliputian held in its warhead, several pounds of T.N.T. Our tanks 

riddled them into easy submission before they had done any damage and we by-passed them scoffingly. 

 

These were days quite like those of nearly a year ago when we were racing through France. Instead of so 

many tanks and anti-tank guns, however, the most popular weapon now was the panzerfaust. We were 

also encountering more flak guns whose barrels were depressed for use as anti-tank weapons. Here, too, 

every town had its entrance blocked by sturdily constructed log and earth, or rock, road blocks. We were 

marching so fast, though, that many of these had not yet been completed. 

 

On the 13th of April, "D" company ran into serious direct crossfire, which destroyed a peep and two 

tanks, causing some casualties. Our infantry flanked the town of Unterrissdorf on the right. "B" 
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company was on the left and, as they were about to close in on the offenders, the entire crews of two 

large flak guns appeared with their hands over their heads. 

 

After that, we proceeded for several miles, practically unmolested, stopping at the banks of the Saale 

River near Wettin. Finding the bridge blown and a few snipers childishly trying to be brave from the 

buildings on the other side of the river, our tankers cleaned out their .50 caliber machine guns by firing 

them into the windows. This was followed by a few minutes of animated strafing by P-47's just to warn 

the townsfolk that they were making a mistake by trying to defend their village with a few riflemen. 

Colonel Welborn's task force had a bridge across the river north of us, so we returned to Beesenstadt for 

the night and crossed the river on the morning of the 14th, returning then to our own route. 

"D" company was again snared into a trap of direct fire which cost them one tank, while "E" company 

lost two tanks trying to flank the enemy's guns. This accomplished, the task force approached Zorbig, 

there to encounter determined resistance from infantry with large numbers of panzerfausts. This 

stronghold paid a heavy price for its folly, because we lost no time laying down a heavy artillery 

concentration, elaborated upon by vicious strafing from the P-47's who hovered over us, just waiting for 

a chance to shoot. Then, laying down an irresistible curtain of marching fire, our tanks and infantry 

rolled through a completely subdued community. 

Moving out at dawn, Task Force Lovelady achieved its deepest penetration into Germany on the 15th of 

April. 

Crossing another great autobahn, we approached Raguhn, our entrance fanatically opposed by 

panzerfaust troops whose only hope was to knock out one tank before they died. This they seemed to do 

willingly, and a hundred enemy soldiers clutched their diabolical weapons in lifeless hands before the 

day ended. Three hundred wiser ones surrendered. 

We then prepared the town for our arrival by greeting them with a lusty artillery and mortar barrage, 

which facilitated our entrance at four o'clock in the afternoon. Reconnaissance elements inspected the 

River Mulde for the unlikely possibility of unmolested bridges, returning with the usual report that they 

were all blown. We were not particularly perturbed since our orders were not explicit about further 

objectives on the other side of the Mulde, and we settled down for a comfortable night's rest in Raguhn. 

"B" company back-tracked for a few miles in a northwesterly direction, to clear out a village called 

Thurland, a name which more than a hundred of us will never forget, for reasons to be presented shortly. 

Here they encountered strong small arms resistance, and the ubiquitous panzerfaust, which had been the 

mainstay of the dying Wehrmacht since the closure of the Rose Pocket, destroyed two of our light tanks 

and killed Lieutenant Forbes. 

The next day was spent clearing the towns along the banks of the River Mulde in our sector. "D" 

company seized Priorau and Schierau against light opposition, in which they captured 18 prisoners and a 

small ammunition dump. "E" company, with infantry from the 414th Regiment, attacked north through 

woods, to secure a road crossing just south of Dessau. Here they were subjected to continuous barrages 

of artillery and mortar fire coming from the east side of the river, which caused some casualties, 

especially among the infantrymen. 
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At this point, our long engaged task force was dangerously attenuated to spread it out so thinly over such 

a broad and, as yet, unstable. front. On the 16th of April, the command post, maintenance section, the 

infantry and armored aid stations, moved into Thurland in order to assume an approximate central 

position among our widely dispersed troops. Little did we suspect that some of the most exciting and 

terrifying hours of the war were about to begin in this little town, thus far scarcely touched by the 

devastating hand of conflict. 

After establishing as nearly normal guard precautions as possible with an understrength command, we 

settled down for a few hours of much needed rest, with the exception of Colonel Lovelady, who left his 

headquarters to join his companies in an attack through the woods. At 0130 o'clock in the morning, the 

town was attacked by a battalion of enemy infantry, whom we soon recognized as first rate troops, 

experts in their business. From the burgermeister and Nazi civilians, they found out exactly which 

buildings we were in, whereupon they set about systematically to rout us out. The command post came 

first. Some of the officers and men tried to shoot their way out, believing they were faced by only a 

small patrol. This error led to the death of our Air Corps Lieutenant who had stayed with us to keep 

liaison with the P-47's. Young, our valiant, youthful motorcycle rider, incurred a compound fractured 

arm, and because he couldn't be evacuated for more than twenty-four hours, died, apparently from gas 

gangrene. Others were wounded less critically, among them, Captain Aldinger, whose foot was slightly 

injured. The rest of the battalion staff was captured intact except for Chief Warrant Officer Palfey, who 

shot one German with his pistol, then buried himself under a pile of potatoes, where he remained 

throughout the ordeal. 

Continuing methodically through town, the marauders approached the aid station, which was billeted in 

two buildings separated by a driveway. This led to a barnyard surrounded by hay-filled sheds, and 

served as an excellent parking lot for the medical vehicles. Suddenly, the familiar flash and the crash of 

a panzerfaust brought us quickly to our feet. Dressing hurriedly, it was immediately apparent that the 

barns were burning furiously and would soon consume all of our vehicles. At that instant, a hand 

grenade was casually, and impolitely, hurled in the window, its fragments wounding S/Sgt. Griese in the 

face. Not realizing the strength of the attack, the men thought only of getting their vehicles out of the 

holocaust. This they did, turning westward and driving through a canyon of gutteral voices, but no 

further shots were fired. They halted on the edge of town, hiding themselves in the cellar of an infantry 

company's command post. In less than an hour, commands in German brought them from their refuge, 

hands over heads. Outside, they faced perhaps thirty enemy soldiers with two officers, only a small 

portion of the number who were in town. After being counted and searched, they were returned to the 

basement until dawn. 

By then, news of our plight had reached higher headquarters, and friendly artillery (no more consoling 

than enemy artillery under these circumstances) began pounding at intervals, much to the disconcern of 

the German troops. By 0830 o'clock in the morning, all American prisoners were collected in another 

small basement across the street. There were 117 of us, and if it is true that "Misery loves company," 

there was an abundance of both, crowded into this tiny shelter. 

The burgermeister was walking around his town in full glory, smoking an American cigar and wielding 

an American pistol. He supervised the distribution of panzerfausts and furnished whatever information 

was needed. His attitude did not impress us favorably and eventually led to his inability to ever hold that 

office again. 
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Our vehicles were thoroughly ransacked, and soon Germans were eating our emergency "K" rations with 

apparent relish, drinking our coffee and smoking our cigarettes. They wasted no time improving their 

defenses around the town, cutting the autobahn just west of it, and preparing for the counterattack which 

was sure to come. 

Believing that another German battalion had successfully attacked Raguhn, thus providing them with a 

route of evacuation across the Mulde River, they loaded our ambulances with wounded together with 

considerable numbers of unwounded troops, assigned American drivers with German guards, and started 

back. Captain Aldinger rode at the head of the column in a peep, with a German driver. 

The other battalion of enemy infantry hadn't performed so well, holding only a few houses on the 

western edge of Raguhn. Even this fact was unknown to Captain Aldinger, who had no reason to think 

that the village was not entirely in our hands. At the crossroads a few hundred yards from Raguhn, the 

strange procession was halted by an alert tank destroyer road block whose persuasive looking 90 

millimeter guns encouraged the enemy occupants of the vehicles to surrender. 

With the perfectly correct impression that Colonel Lovelady had again established a practically 

unstaffed command post in Raguhn, the column headed in that direction in order to place the prisoners 

under the guard of our troops. As they approached the first buildings in the confusing half-light of early 

dawn, German machine guns nervously tattooed the road, killing Captain Aldinger and his German 

chauffeur. Later on, Corporal Perry from the reconnaissance platoon, drove the peep out, and he, too, 

was killed when it turned over for some inexplicable reason. Tragedies such as these struck us deeper 

than ever at this late date, since everyone felt that the war was nearly over. 

In the meantime, the enemy troops in Thurland realized that they were isolated from their own lines, and 

decided to defend their positions until dark, then infiltrate through our cordon of tanks which surrounded 

them. 

Part of the 83rd Armored Reconnaissance Battalion came to our rescue in an attack which was to 

consume the entire day. Artillery beat in heavily for many hours and, in the evening, tanks were firing 

directly into the town, many of the rounds hitting the building we were staying in. 

It was nearly eleven o'clock at night that our liberators finally poured into Thurland. A larger part of the 

German command had been killed during the day, and most of the rest were captured. 

Struggling out of the cramped quarters, the American liberated witnessed, not without some satisfaction, 

a German village destroyed, with the exception of not more than four houses, by fire and artillery. 

As soon as the wounded were evacuated, the rest of us returned to our normal positions, this time into a 

safe Raguhn where the command post and aid stations were once more established. 

Except for routine patrols, the allocation of a few "B" company tanks to another task force for 

reinforcement, and of three "E" company tanks to secure a town which had been seized by Task Force 

Richardson, there was not much activity. Various plans were proposed for bridging the Mulde and 

securing that part of Raguhn on the eastern bank, but none of these materialized. 
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Combat Command "A" was attacking Dessau, while we continued to hold what we had. 

For the Task Force Lovelady, the war was nearly ended. They had reached the banks of the River 

Mulde, final destination of the VII Corps. The war was rapidly dissolving around them as the Russians 

hit Berlin and were approaching units south of us near Leipzig. Now they were waiting for the Ninth 

Infantry Division to come forward and relieve them. Billeting parties went back to Tilleda, Sittendorf 

and Rossla. Ironically enough, we were destined to sojourn under the majestic shadow of a titanic 

monument in memory of Germany's leader in World War I, Kaiser Wilhelm. On the highest hill at 

Kyffhauser, it could be seen by all the troops in our task force and the massive lodges surrounding it, a 

luxurious haven for officers in the S.S. and their spouses, would soon be occupied by "D" company. 

Those of us who later examined its extensive museum were struck by a scroll engraved in English which 

read, "To our dear friends and True Comrades!" and signed by the members of Milwaukee's American 

Legion Post as late as 1934! We could not but wonder if someday we would follow in the gullible 

footsteps of our progenitors, perhaps inscribing a congratulatory message to the inaugurators of a similar 

monument in honor of Hitler. We did not think we ever would, but time does strange things, and 

Americans are strange people, willing to love and trust in a world that knows only hate and deceit. 

On the 24th day of April, Task Force Lovelady heard its last crash of enemy mortar and artillery, fired 

its farewell rounds into enemy lines, picked up its tracks and marched gayly into the west, relatively 

certain for the first time in ten adventure-filled months that they would awaken the next day to find 

themselves alive and unwounded. 

 

Source: excerpted from the book “Five Stars To Victory”  

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd Arm'd. 

Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 - 1945 

Roberts, A. Eaton 

Published by Atlas Printing & Engraving Co., Birmingham, Alabama, 1949 
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History of the 36th Armored Infantry Regiment 
22 March 1945 – 31 July 1945 
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Combat Command B - After Action Report - April 1945 
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Sources: 

 

Books: 
 

Five Stars to Victory: The Exploits of Task Force Lovelady 2nd Bn. (Reinf.), 33rd 

Arm'd. Regt., 3rd Arm'd., Div. U. S. Army in the War Against Germany 1944 – 1945 

by Roberts, A. Eaton 

 

36th Armored Infantry Regiment Personnel Directory 1945 

 

Spearhead In The West – 1941-1945 The Third Armored Division – printed by Kunst 

und Werbedruck, Frankfurt am Main, Germany 1945 

 

Spearhead In The West – Third Armored Division  – Turner Publishing Company – 

1991 

 

Major General Maurice Rose: World War II's Greatest Forgotten Commander by 

Stephen L. Ossad & Don R. Marsh – Taylor Trade Publishing – 2006 

 

Siegfried Line 1944-45: Battles on the German frontier by Steven J. Zaloga – 2007 

 

Alamo in the Ardennes: The Untold Story of the American Soldiers Who Made the 

Defense of Bastogne Possible by John C. McManus – 2007 

 

In the Company of Heroes: The Memoirs of Captain Richard M. Blackburn Company 

A, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment by Jerald W. Berry – 2013 

 

Louch by Lou Baczewski – 2013 

 

If You Survive: From Normandy to the Battle of the Bulge to the End of World War 

II by George Wilson – 2010 

 

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (1): St Vith and the Northern Shoulder by Steven J. Zaloga – 

2003 

 

Battle of the Bulge 1944 (2): Bastogne by Steven J. Zaloga – 2004 

 

Bloody Roads to Germany: At Huertgen Forest and the Bulge by William F. Meller – 

2012 
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The Bloody Forest: Battle for the Hurtgen: September 1944-January 1945 by Gerald 

Astor – 2000 

 

A Dark and Bloody Ground: The Hurtgen Forest and the Roer River Dams, 1944-

1945 by Edward G. Miller – 2003 

 

The Battle of the Huertgen Forest by Charles B. MacDonald – 2015 

 

Road to Huertgen: Forest in Hell by Paul Boesch - 2014 

 

The Hotton Report by Robert K. McDonald – 2012 

 

Armored Thunderbolt: The U.S. Army Sherman in World War II by Steven Zaloga – 

2008 

 

The Guns at Last Light: The War in Western Europe, 1944-1945 by Rick Atkinson – 

2013 

 

Death Traps: The Survival of an American Armored Division in World War II by 

Belton Y. Cooper – 2007 

 

U.S. Army Armored Division 1943-1945: Organization, Doctrine, Equipment by 

Yves J. Bellanger – 2010 

 

Data on World War II Tank Engagements Involving the U.S. Third and Fourth 

Armored Divisions by David C. Hardison - 2012 

 

United States Army in World War II European Theater of Operations Series 

 Breakout and Pursuit 

 Battle of the Bulge 

 The Siegfried Line Campaign 

 The Last Offensive 
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Pamphlets / Magazines:  
 

Call Me Spearhead – Saga of the Third Armored “Spearhead” Division – published by 

the Stars and Stripes 

 

Spearheading With The 3rd Armored Division – sequel to “Call Me Spearhead” – 

printed by Hallische Nachrichten, Halle (Saale) 

 

 

 

Newsletters:  
 

Ozark Red Grapevine Newsletter, July 1945 

 

Bugler Newsletter, date unknown 

 

Spearhead Doughboy Newsletter 

 19 January 1942 

 28 March 1942 

 24 April 1942 

 15 July 1945 

 9 September 1945 

 16 September 1945 

 7 October 1945 

 November 1945 – last issue 

 

3rd Armored Division Veterans Newsletter 

 Return to Europe trip – 1992 

 Return to Europe trip – 1994 
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Archives: 
 

University of Illinois – 3rd Armored Division Archives 

 Online access 

 Personal visit  

 Phone correspondence 

 Email correspondence 

 Procured high-resolution scans of maps and other materials 

 

United States National Archives 

 Online access 

 Email correspondence 

 Postal mail correspondence 

 Procured high-definition video transfer of multiple 35mm newsreels 

 Procured unit after action reports 

 Procured general orders 

 

United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

 Online access 

 Email correspondence 

 Identified Zane Strickland in newsreel 

 Iterated with staff to identify the source National Archives newsreel 

 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library 

 Online access 

 Phone correspondence 

 Postal mail correspondence 

 Procured unit after action reports 

 Procured general orders 

 

National Personnel Records Center 

 Postal mail correspondence 

 

Strickland and Hackney Family Archives 

 Photos 

 Documents 
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Web sites: 
 

Unfortunately, I did not keep a log of all the web sites I used in this research. If I had 

done so, it would have been a very long list – as in many scores if not hundreds.  

 

The primary web sites for source material include:  

 

University of Illinois - 3rd Armored Division Association Archives 

http://archives.library.illinois.edu/guides/3rdarmor/  

 

3rd Armored Division History Foundation 

http://www.3ad.com/ 

 

Association of 3d Armored Division Veterans 

http://www.3ad.org/ 

 

3rd Armored Division Association 

http://home.earthlink.net/~3adspearhead/ 

 

3rd Armored Division Memorial Group 

http://36air-ad.com/ 

 

 

 

Video: 
 

United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

 

United States National Archives 

 

“3rd Armored Division Newsreels” by Combat Reels 

 

“March 1945: Dual at the Cathedral” by Hermann Rheindorf 

 

 

 

Researchers:  
 

Brandon T. Wiegand 

 

http://archives.library.illinois.edu/guides/3rdarmor/
http://www.3ad.com/
http://www.3ad.org/
http://home.earthlink.net/~3adspearhead/
http://36air-ad.com/
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Media Digital File Donations 

 

In the course of this project I funded the digitization of a variety of source materials into 

high-resolution and high-definition digital formats.  

 

The resulting digital files were donated to: 

 

 

United States Holocaust Museum – Steven Spielberg Film and Video Archive 

 High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels 

 

 

The University of Illinois – 3rd Armored Division Archives 

 Assembled map collage and combat trail – William Brick campaign maps 

 High-definition video transfers of 35mm newsreels 

 High-resolution scans of: 

o Unit After Action Reports 

o Unit reports, maps and records 

o General orders 

o Large-format maps 

o Pamphlets 

o Posters  

o Books 
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